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The Pennsylvania Catholic Conference is the public affairs arm of the Catholic bishops across the state. We monitor 

hundreds of pieces of legislation throughout the year and determine whether or not to take a position for or against what 

we feel are the ones most important to our faith.  

This Voter Guide includes a cross-section of seven bills spanning seven categories to show how incumbent legislators 

have voted. We have also invited their challengers in the general election to indicate how they would vote on these same 

bills. This guide is meant to be an educational piece, which we hope will provide you with information so that you can 

make your own decisions.  

A listing of the bills used for this comparison and their descriptions are below.  Please understand we continue to work 

with legislators from all parties on various pieces of legislation. Unlike these, not all of that legislation has been sent to the 

Governor.   

The Conference neither supports nor opposes any candidate or political party. The Catholic Conference aims to educate 

and inform Catholics about a wide range of issues.  

List of issues included for comparison: 

Pro Life: 

House Bill 321 was a prolife measure which would prohibit the aborting of a fetus solely on the basis of a possible 

diagnosis of Down syndrome. The PCC strongly supported this bill and worked with prolife lawmakers to gain its 

passage.  The bill passed both the House and the Senate but was vetoed by Governor Wolf.   

Criminal Justice Reform: 

Senate Bill 637 is a bill that will remove procedural boundaries that have prevented many ex-offenders from getting 

professional licenses in a number of professions. The PCC supported this measure, which got bi-partisan support. It’s a 

bill that many law enforcement professionals say will result in a reduction of crime. The bill passed both chambers and 

was recently signed by the Governor. For percentage purposes, we are showing House passage and Senate 

Concurrence to the final House version. 

Disability Rights: 

Senate Bill 906 was a measure that would delay the closing of two state long-term centers. The Wolf Administration had 

called for the closing of both facilities, but the PCC had concerns about what would happen to the residents. We 

supported the bill, which passed both the House and Senate but was vetoed by the Governor.  

Health Care:  

House Bill 427 required that health insurers stay out of decisions between doctors and patients suffering from Stage IV 

metastatic cancer. The PCC supported this measure. For percentage purposes, we are showing Senate passage and 

House Concurrence to the final Senate version.  

Human Trafficking: 

Senate Bill 60 increased penalties for those connected with crimes of human trafficking. The PCC actively supported 

this measure in continuing with our efforts to work against human trafficking. This bill was one such bill that was passed 

and signed into law by the Governor this session.  

  



Poverty: 

House Bill 33 was a move to eliminate public assistance due to a purported lack of accountability of recipients.  Voting 

‘yes’ on the bill would advocate the ending of that $200 per month payment.  The PCC opposed this bill. The bill 

ultimately was signed into law. 

School Choice: 

House Bill 800 was a bill that would have provided tax credits toward children who were attending a failing public school 

and wanted to attend another school of their choice. The PCC supported this measure as we do with all bills designed to 

further school choice. Both the House and Senate approved the measure but it was vetoed by the Governor.  

Detailed voting breakdown of legislators voting with or against PCC’s position: 

Senate  

District 
Candidate 

HB 
321 

SB 
637 

SB 
906 

HB 
427 

SB 
60 

HB 
33 

HB 
800 

21 Scott Hutchinson* 

(R)* 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes 

21 Shelbie Lynn 

Stromyer (D) 

       

25 Margaret Satterwhite 

Brown (D) 

       

25 Cris Dush (R) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes 

35 Wayne Langerholc* 

(R)* 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes 

35 Shaun A. Dougherty 

(D) 

       

49 Daniel J. Laughlin* 

(R)* 

No Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes 

49 Julie L. Slomski (D)        
*incumbent 

 

House 

District 
Candidate 

HB 
321 

SB 
637 

SB 
906 

HB 
427 

SB 
60 

HB 
33 

HB 
800 

1 Patrick J. Harkins (D)* No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No 

2 Robert E. Merski (D)* No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No 

3 Ryan Bizzarro (D)* No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No 

3 Gregory Hayes (R)        

4 Curtis G. Sonney (R)* Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes 

6 Bradley Roae (R)* Yes Yes No Yes Yes No Yes 

6 Matthew Ferrence (D)        

7 Mark Longietti (D)* Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No 

8 Timothy R. Bonner (R)* NV Yes NV NV NV NV NV 

8 Phillip C. Heasley (D)        

17 Parke Wentling (R)* Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes 

63 Donna Oberlander (R)* Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes 

64 R. Lee James (R)* Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes 

65 Kathy L. Rapp (R)* Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes 

66 Brian A. Smith (R)        

67 Martin T. Causer (R)* Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes 

68 Clint Owlett (R)*  Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes 

73 Thomas Sankey (R)* Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes 

75 Michael J. Armanini (R)        

75 Ryan S. Grimm (D)        

 


