
JANUARY
Human fraternity: May the Lord give us the grace to live in full fellowship 
with our brothers and sisters of other religions, praying for one another, 
open to all.

FEBRUARY
Violence against women: We pray for women who are victims of violence, 
that they may be protected by society and have their sufferings considered 
and heeded.

MARCH
Sacrament of reconciliation: Let us pray that we may experience the 
sacrament of reconciliation with renewed depth, to taste the infinite 
mercy of God.

APRIL
Fundamental rights: We pray for those who risk their lives while fighting 
for fundamental rights under dictatorships, authoritarian regimes and 
even in democracies in crisis.

MAY
The world of finance: Let us pray that those in charge of finance will 
work with governments to regulate the financial sphere and protect 
citizens from its dangers.

JUNE
The beauty of marriage: Let us pray for young people who are preparing 
for marriage with the support of a Christian community. May they grow 
in love, with generosity, faithfulness and patience.

JULY
Social friendship: We pray that, in social, economic and political situations 
of conflict, we may be courageous and passionate architects of dialogue 
and friendship.

AUGUST
The Catholic Church: Let us pray for the church, that she may receive 
from the Holy Spirit the grace and strength to reform herself in the light 
of the Gospel.

SEPTEMBER
An environmentally sustainable lifestyle: We pray that we all will make 
courageous choices for a simple and environmentally sustainable lifestyle, 
rejoicing in our young people who are resolutely committed to this.

OCTOBER
Missionary disciples: We pray that every baptized person may be engaged 
in evangelization, available to the mission, by being witnesses of a life 
that has the flavor of the Gospel.

NOVEMBER
People who suffer from depression: We pray that people who suffer 
from depression or burn-out will find support and a light that opens 
them up to life.

DECEMBER
Catechists: Let us pray for the catechists, summoned to announce the 
Word of God: may they be its witnesses, with courage and creativity 
and in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Source: The Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network (Apostleship of Prayer)

POPE FRANICIS’ PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR 2021

“A Catholic educa-
tion provided me the 
foundation of faith and 
values that would serve 
as an anchor in my 
life’s journey, a basis for 
discernment that would 
guide me through life’s 
most difficult challenges 
and decisions.”

In 2008, Barbara 
established the 
Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Education 
Endowment in the 
Catholic Foundation. 
Because of decisions 
she made during her 
lifetime, Barbara is 
making a perpetual 
impact on Catholic 
education.

What will be your Catholic legacy?

Dr. Barbara Behan, 
in her own words...

 Visit MyCatholicFoundation.org 
or call (814) 824-1237 to learn more.

April 10, 1942 - 
April 4, 2011

Dr. Barbara Behan

With deep faith 
and gratitude 
to God, Barbara 
wanted to support 
and grow Catholic 
educational envi-
ronments of rich 
faith and academic 
rigor. 

Why she gave...
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Be a living 
bridge

Are you a peacemaker?
Are you generous?

Do you show mercy to others?

PRAYERS FOR LENT

  and beyond

If you answered “yes” to any of these questions, 
then you’re acting as a living bridge to a life with 
Christ. Jesus taught us in the Sermon on the Mount 
that we can touch the divine and lead a happy 
Christian life if we follow his beatitudes.

The kingdom of God, he said, awaits those who 
are poor in spirit; those who are meek; those who 
mourn or who hunger and thirst for justice, those who 
are merciful, clean of heart and act as peacemakers; 
and, particularly, those who suffer persecution for 
the sake of justice.

This vision of a bridge comes to mind today as I ask 
the people of the Diocese of Erie to contribute to the 
annual Catholic Services Appeal (CSA). Those who 
give act as a bridge to help the diocese reach out to 
all of the various ministries, parishes and schools in 
northwest Pennsylvania. CSA contributions are the 
way by which the church provides resources, funding 
and hope to tens of thousands of people in our region.

The work of the church takes more than the efforts 
of one parish, one school, one ministry. Each diocesan 
office and ministry — supported by the CSA — 
is available to serve in every area of our sprawling 
diocese. Some of these offices oversee Catholic 
schools, faith formation, charitable agencies and, 
quite importantly, the Office for the Protection of 
Children and Youth.

It’s never easy to ask for money, especially this year 
when the COVID-19 pandemic has wreaked havoc on 
our individual lives and our economy. Many people 
have lost jobs and wages; even the simple joys of 
everyday life have been diminished.

But the work of the church goes on. It must go on.

The church of Erie must listen to Jesus’ call to be 
merciful, to serve the poor, to spread his Good News 
in our schools and religious education programs. Our 
schools help students to know Jesus better and to 
understand the truth of the Gospel and what the church 
teaches. Our myriad agencies and institutions minister 
to the aged, the homeless, the incarcerated and those 
with disabilities.

This year, diocesan offices will continue the 
important initiatives that commenced in 2014 with 
pastoral planning. We did significant studies on 
parishes and schools, our organizational structure, 
faith formation programs and vocation outreach. The 
work on all of those initiatives is ongoing.

CSA money and the efforts of a multitude of people 
are helping the diocese work to create a culture of 
vocations. We hold Miriam and Andrew dinners to 
discuss religious life with young men and women. 
We provide continuing education for our priests and 
deacons.

Additionally, we hired an executive director to oversee 
a team of well-trained young people to implement new 
faith formation efforts, and we continue to evaluate 
the work of our parishes and schools to better serve a 
changing demographic.

We are able to do these things — to serve as that 
bridge — because of you and your donations to the 
Catholic Services Appeal.

The diocese can’t do this work alone. I saw this 
especially in 2020 when CSA funds and federal monies 
allowed the diocese to provide crucial assistance to 
parishes and schools as they faced the uncertainties 
created by the public health crisis.

Now, nearly a year after COVID-19 emerged, we 
continue to face challenges and bridge every obstacle. 
I humbly ask you to give to the CSA. Together we will 
find ways to bring Jesus to an ever-changing world. 

LENT BEGINS FEB. 17

Praying the Stations of the Cross 
is a traditional Christian practice, 
especially during the six weeks of 
Lent. We accompany Jesus along his 
tortuous path to Calvary and come 
to more fully understand the depth 
of his love for us.

As we enter into another season 
of Lent and Easter still under the 
grips of the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Stations of the Cross can be an ideal 
form of prayer said alone in church 
or at home. (Go to www.usccb.org/
prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-
devotions/stations-of-the-cross to 
see the full prayer form.)

 
In addition to the regular prayers 

at each station, consider keeping 
in mind Pope Francis’ special 
intentions for 2021. Remember 
these monthly intentions as you say 
the Stations of the Cross this Lent 
and all prayers throughout the rest 
of the year. 

LENT
prepare the way of the lord
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Read more 
about 

the 2021 
Catholic 
Services 
Appeal 

beginning 
on page 10


