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Lenten practices
and regulations
The season of Lent begins this year on
Ash Wednesday, March 1, and concludes
with the start of the Paschal Triduum,
which begins with the evening Mass of
the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday,
April 13.
Traditional Lenten practices of prayer,
fasting and almsgiving and other forms
of self-denial are recommended by the
church. Daily Mass is particularly encouraged.

Lenten observances:
 ASH WEDNESDAY, ALL FRIDAYS
IN LENT and GOOD FRIDAY are days of
abstinence from meat for those 14 years
of age and older.
*St. Patrick’s Day (March 17) is the principal patronal feast day of the Diocese of
Erie. This year, it falls on a Friday during
Lent. In recognition of the importance of
this day for the faithful, Bishop Lawrence
Persico has dispensed all Latin Catholics
from the requirement of abstinence from
eating meat on March 17, 2017, within
the territory of the Diocese of Erie.

 ASH WEDNESDAY AND GOOD
FRIDAY also are days of fasting for those
ages 18 to 58, inclusive. On these days,
those bound by the law of fasting may
take one full meal. Two smaller meals,
sufficient to maintain strength according
to one’s needs, also are permitted, and
liquids including milk and fruit juices are
allowed. When health or work is seriously
affected, the law does not oblige.
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SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS
New leadership
named for
Erie Catholic
School System
BY ANNE-MARIE WELSH for FAITHLIFE

T

he Erie Catholic School System—
to be comprised of six schools in
Erie—has new leadership in place
for its official start-up in the next
academic year.
Damon R. Finazzo, 38, has been appointed president of the school system,
effective immediately. While serving as
president, he will remain in his current position as principal at Villa Maria Elementary School, Erie, until the school closes
permanently in June.
In addition, the Catholic Schools Office has announced the names of the first
members to serve on the board of directors
for the Erie Catholic School System.
“This is another important step as we
prepare to launch the school system this
summer,” said Father Nicholas Rouch,
vicar for Education. “We are very pleased
with the people who have accepted these
positions and are confident they will provide the kind of innovative leadership we
are seeking.”
[Board members are pictured below.]
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Damon R. Finazzo
Board members are expected to nominate additional directors to serve in the
coming months. They will be responsible
for overseeing the Catholic identity, educational quality and operational vitality
of the system of schools. The six school
sites are: Blessed Sacrament, Our Lady of
Peace, St. George, St. James, St. Jude and
St. Luke.
To complement the work of the board,
each of the six schools in the system will
have a parent organization to assist the
principal and support the school.

A native of Erie, Finazzo holds a bachelor’s degree in elementary education
from Grove City College, and a master’s
in educational leadership from Virginia
Commonwealth University. He has served
as principal at VME since 2009. Under his
leadership at VME, enrollment increased
from 328 students to 431 students. Prior to
his service there, he was an administrator
at Cashell Donahoe Elementary School in
Sandston, Va., and spent six years teaching at Glen Lea Elementary School in
Henrico, Va.
“Damon possesses a faithfulness and
passion for Catholic education that is contagious,” said Jim Gallagher, superintendent of schools for the Diocese of Erie.
“I am thrilled to work with him to build
this new school system and have every
confidence in his abilities as a leader. He
is a unifying presence and will do well to
foster a spirit of collaboration and community throughout the six schools in the
Erie area.”
Finazzo and his wife, Meagan, have
three children. They are members of Sacred Heart Parish, Erie.
Finazzo will be responsible for developing many of the key components of the
Erie Catholic School System that will
launch with the 2017-18 school year. He
will oversee personnel, enrollment, educational quality, budgeting, and fundraising,
and will report to the board of directors
and the Catholic Schools Office.
The transition from nine parish-based
schools in the Erie area to the new Erie
Catholic School System with six school
sites was announced with the release of
“Building in Truth and Love,” the pastoral plan for Catholic schools in the Diocese of Erie unveiled in February 2016.

24 Hours for the Lord
Prayers devoted to immigrants,
refugees, vocations
On March 17-18, the Diocese of Erie
will celebrate 24 Hours for the Lord,
an initiative of Pope Francis with an
emphasis on adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament and the sacrament of reconciliation.
The faithful of the Diocese of Erie are
invited to participate in the event at St.
Peter Cathedral in downtown Erie. Adoration and the opportunity for confession will be available.
In his statement on immigration [see
page 2], Bishop Lawrence Persico asked
that this year’s 24 Hours for the Lord be
devoted to prayer for peace and unity in
our country, as well as for immigrants
and refugees, in addition to a prayer for
an increase in vocations to the priesthood and religious life.
Priests in the greater Erie area are
asked to consider taking at least one
hour to hear confessions during 24
Hours for the Lord. Confessions will begin on March 17 at 5:45 p.m., and continue until 3:30 p.m. on March 18.
Deacons and lay persons are asked
to consider committing to an hour of
adoration either alone or with family,
friends or a parish group. Adoration will
begin on March 17 at 5:45 p.m., and
continue until 3:30 p.m. on March 18.
Parishes are asked to consider sending
a group of people for a holy hour. This
is an opportunity for people to pray for
smooth and peaceful transitions during
parish restructuring in the diocese.
Those estranged from the Catholic
Church, or people who have fallen away
from regular use of the sacraments, are
encouraged to attend the event at St. Peter Cathedral.
For more information or to sign up
for an hour of adoration (or for priests
to hear confessions), contact Sister
Kathleen Dietz, FSO, at 814-824-1135
or email her at kdietz@ErieRCD.org.

NEW
FACES
in the

SCHOOLS
In addition to a new president
and board of directors, the Erie
Catholic School System has six
principals ready to go for the
2017-18 school year.
[See principals pictured below.]
Four of the six schools in
the system will have new leadership; two will retain current
positions. Jane Wagner is in
her second year as principal at
Blessed Sacrament, and Lisa
Norton is currently interim
principal at St. James.
“Each new principal is prepared to create a school that is
authentically Catholic and intellectually rigorous,” said Schools
Superintendent Jim Gallagher.

Violet Kill
St. Jude School
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Newly appointed members of the board of the Erie Catholic School System, standing from left, are: John
Blakeslee, president of A.F. Schultz Company; Sister Mary Drexler, SSJ, veteran educator; Father John
Malthaner, pastor, St. Luke, Erie; Father Scott Jabo, president of Erie Catholic Preparatory School (Cathedral Prep and Villa Maria Academy); and Professor Janice Whiteman, Gannon University School of
Education. Seated, from left, are: Damon Finazzo, president of the Erie Catholic School System; Jerome
Wegley, attorney, Knox Law Firm; James Gallagher, superintendent of Catholic schools, Diocese of Erie.

Lisa Norton
St. James School

Meet the President and Principal Nights
St. Mark Catholic Center, 429 E. Grandview Blvd., Erie @ 6 p.m.

Current and prospective parents/guardians have been invited to attend one or more of
the following evenings as they finalize enrollment decisions:
• Feb. 13 for St. James School
• Feb. 15 for St. Luke School
• Feb. 16 for Blessed Sacrament School

Lisa Panighetti
Our Lady of
Peace School

• Feb. 21 for St. Jude School
• Feb. 22 for Our Lady of Peace School
• Feb. 23 for St. George School

Allison Reynolds
St. George School

Julia Strzalka
St. Luke School

Jane Wagner
Blessed Sacrament
School

