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EVENTS

‘Woman Clothed with the Sun’

Runners, walkers invited to Miles for Mercy 5K

100th Anniversary of Fatima

ERIE—The Mercy Center for Women invites runners
and walkers to its Miles for Mercy 5K on April 23 at the
Rotary Pavilion (across from Beach 7) at Presque Isle State
Park. The race begins at 9 a.m.; the cost is $25.
For registration and details, go to https://runsignup.com
and search for “Miles for Mercy 5K.” All proceeds benefit
the women and children at Mercy Center for Women.
For more information, contact Rachel at 814-455-4577 or
email her at rduchateau@mcwerie.org.

EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the first of a
two-part series on the centenary of the Marian Apparitions at Fatima and celebrations
in the Diocese of Erie.

This year marks the 100th anniversary
of the appearance of Mary to three young
shepherd children in Fatima, Portugal.
The Blessed Mother appeared to Lucia
dos Santos, 10, and her cousins Francisco,
9, and Jacinta Marto, 7, once each month
from May 13 to Oct. 13, 1917. Her messages emphasized the importance of the
Trinity, the Eucharist, penance, the Immaculate Heart of Mary, and the need to
recite the rosary for peace and
the conversion of souls.
Although
apparitions began in
1917, the children
experienced their
first supernatural

Public invited to cathedral organ concert

Church of the Beloved Disciple to host mission
GROVE CITY—A parish mission will be held April 2326 at Church of the Beloved Disciple, 1310 South Center
St., Ext., Grove City. Father Bill Cieslak, a Capuchin with
the Franciscan School of Theology, Berkeley, Calif., and
the Graduate Theological Union, will lead the mission on
the theme, “Recalculating.” Each evening begins at 7 p.m.
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ERIE—The St. Peter Cathedral Concert Series at the
cathedral in downtown Erie will feature concert organist
Alan Slovenkay on the Cassavant organ April 23 at 4 p.m.
The event is free and open to the public.

Young men invited to St. Andrew Dinner
ERIE—The next St. Andrew Dinner (men’s vocation
dinner) will be held at Our Lady of Peace School, 2401
W. 38th St., Erie, on April 26 from 6 to 8 p.m. This dinner
is designed for young men interested in the seminary and
priesthood. RSVP to the Our Lady of Peace office at 814833-7701.

Shop for Mom event scheduled in Sharpsville
SHARPSVILLE—The Sharpsville Community Food
Pantry, a ministry of St. Bartholomew Parish, is hosting its
second annual Shop for Mom event April 29 from 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m. at the church, located at 311 West Ridge Ave.
Sharpsville. The event will feature more than 40 crafters
and vendors, food, drinks and a gift auction.

Bus trip planned to see ‘Jonah’ in Lancaster
LAWRENCE PARK—St. Mark the Evangelist Parish in
Lawrence Park is hosting a bus trip May 2-3 to Lancaster,
Pa., to see the Sight & Sounds biblical presentation of
“Jonah.” Call Marion Armstrong at 814-897-7707 for more
information or to reserve a seat.

Register now for Mid-Life/Life-Long Retreat
ERIE—The Mid-Life/Life-Long Retreat will be held
May 5-7 at Mount Saint Benedict Monastery in Erie. This
weekend focuses on life changes. The cost is $175 for commuters and $250 for those who stay overnight.
For information, contact Sister Rosanne Loneck, OSB,
at srrosanne@mtstbenedict.org or call 814-899-0614.

OLP to host Family Honor Program in May
ERIE—Our Lady of Peace Parish will host the Family
Honor Program on May 20 from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., at
the school cafeteria, 2401 W. 38th St., Erie. The program
assists parents of young children (birth to fifth grade) and
those who work with young children, in the formation of
faith, values and virtues.
Register at www.familyhonor.org. Contact Kathleen
Peterson at 814-833-7701 or at Kathleen.Peterson@olp.org,
or call Julie Ferraro at 814-836-1991.

Our Lady gave the shepherd children
three secrets, which consist of a series
of apocalyptic visions and prophecies:

END TO WAR AND THE
CONSECRATION OF RUSSIA
“I shall come to ask for the consecration of Russia to my Immaculate Heart,
and the Communion of Reparation on the
First Saturdays. If my requests are heeded, Russia will be converted and there will
be peace; if not, she will spread her errors
throughout the world causing wars and
persecutions of the Church. …”
		
—Words of the Blessed Mother
l

ERIE—Save the date for the Sept. 15-16 ecumenical
retreat, sponsored by Contemplative Outreach of Erie, and
featuring Father William Menninger from St. Benedict
Monastery in Snowmass, Colo.
Father Menninger will lead the retreat at Mount St.
Benedict Monastery in Erie.
The retreat begins with a meet-and-greet Sept. 15 at 4
p.m., and will end the evening of Sept. 16. Attendees can
commute from home or lodge overnight either in or near
the facility.
For information on the retreat, contact Joe Sarbak at
jasarbak@gmail.com.
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On Nov. 8, 2016, James Alan Reardon, formerly
a priest of the Diocese of Erie, was dismissed from
the clerical state by the Holy Father, Pope Francis.
Because Mr. Reardon has now been removed
from the clerical state, he is forbidden to function as a priest in the Catholic Church and should
no longer present himself as a priest and not be
admitted as a priest in the celebration of the sacraments. Such celebration of the sacraments would
be gravely illicit and, in the case of marriage and
sacramental absolution, nearly always invalid.

The 40th Annual

Rosary March
Sunday, May 7 at 3 p.m.

in the Expo I Building at the Clearfield Fair Grounds
GUEST SPEAKER
David Carollo

Executive Director
World Apostolate of
Fatima, USA

Join us in the
outdoor Rosary and Eucharist Procession
“Pray the Rosary everyday
in order to obtain
peace for the world.”
(O.L. of Fatima 1917)
National Pilgrim Virgin Statue
of the USA

There will be Religious Articles, Books,
Literature and Food.
In case of inclement weather, the Rosary will be said
in the Expo I Building.

For more Information,
CALL Bill Moore at 814-765-0171

See that list in the April 30 edition
of FaithLife.

Father David Poulson,
spiritual director of the

l

Contemplative Outreach plans retreat

Notice from the Diocese of Erie

Several events and
special Masses are
scheduled in parishes
throughout the Diocese of Erie.

Q&A

Fatima’s three secrets
A VISION OF HELL
“The light seemed to penetrate the
earth and we saw, as it were, a sea of
fire. Plunged in this fire were demons
and souls in human form, like transparent burning embers, all blackened and
burnished bronze, floating about in the
conflagration, now raised into the air by
the flames that issued from within themselves, together with great clouds of
smoke, now falling back on every side
like sparks in huge fires, without weight
or equilibrium, amid shrieks and groans of
pain and despair, which horrified us and
made us tremble with fear.”
		
—Written by Sister Lucia

encounters the year before. They saw an
angel who encouraged them to pray and to
make sacrifices for the reparation of sin.
The angel’s appearance prepared them
to see the coming vision of what Lucia described as “a lady clothed in white, brighter than the sun, radiating a light more clear
and intense than a crystal cup filled with
sparkling water lit by burning sunlight.”
At least 4 million people a year visit
Fatima, with more anticipated for the centenary.

Jacinta Marto, 7, Francisco, 9, and their cousin
Lucia dos Santos, 10, were photographed during the time of the apparitions in 1917.
PENANCE
“At the left of Our Lady and a little above,
we saw an Angel with a flaming sword in
his left hand; flashing, it gave out flames
that looked as though they would set the
world on fire, but they died out in contact
with the splendor that Our Lady radiated
toward him from her right hand. Pointing
to the earth with his right hand, the Angel
cried out in a loud voice: ‘Penance, Penance, Penance!’”
		
—Written by Sister Lucia
l

3RD ANNUAL

“KNIGHTS AT THE RACES”
SPONSORED BY
ST. JUDE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

SATURDAY • APRIL 22, 2017
OLCS GYMNASIUM
636 LOWELL AVE. • ERIE, PA
Doors open at 7:30 p.m.
First Race begins at 8:00 p.m.

Free food & Drink • BYOB • Games of Chance
ADMISSION $10.00 per person

ADVANCED TICKET SALES 814-790-3386

World Apostolate of Fatima,
Erie Diocesan Division,

discusses the
impact of Fatima.

Q:

What does this 100th
anniversary mean to you and
the larger church?

Father Poulson: The thing
that’s always attracted me
about the message of Fatima
is that over the course of my
lifetime, I’ve seen the things
Our Lady prophesied being
fulfilled.
Our Lady had predicted the
end of World War I and the
beginning of World War II,
the spread of Communism,
wars and persecution of the
church, and the church and
the Holy Father would have
much to suffer. Several entire
nations would be annihilated.
But in the end, she said,
“My Immaculate Heart will
triumph and Russia will be
converted and a period of
peace would be granted to the
world.”
That promise of the triumph of the Immaculate
Heart and a period of peace
being granted to the world
was something that always
inspired me to do what Our
Lady had asked, which is
mainly to offer up the sufferings involved in carrying out
our daily duties and to offer
those up to the conversion of
sinners and to pray the rosary every day for peace in the
world.

Q:

The world’s not yet in
that period of peace.

Father Poulson: No, it’s

not. I don’t think anybody
any more places their hope in
human means to bring about
world peace.
We really need Our Lady’s
intercession and God’s intervention to bring it about.

Q:

The secrets revealed at
Fatima can be scary. Do you
agree?

Father Poulson: Aspects
of the messages are scary.
They were scary to the children…the vision of hell, for
example. But it’s all avoidable by people living a life
that is faithful to the Gospel
and to the teachings of Jesus,
keeping the Commandments
and living a life of faith and
prayer.

Q:

What would you say to
people who are skeptical of
the apparitions at Fatima?

Father Poulson: The chil-

dren themselves asked Our
Lady to perform some sign so
that everybody would believe.
That’s why Our Lady did the
“Miracle of the Sun” on Oct.
13, 1917. [The miracle was
viewed by 70,000 or more
people in the pasture area
known as the Cova da Iria and
was reported to have been
seen from as far as 25 miles
away.]

Q: Then it’s a matter of

faith?

Father Poulson: It always

is. The advantage that we
have in the 21st century is that
we can look back and see that
what Our Lady prophesied
has happened step by step in
the order that she predicted.
We have even more reasons
to trust in this message than
the three children had.

Q:

What is the message for
the 21st century?

Father Poulson: Our Lady
came to warn us about world
wars, communism and the
persecution of the church,
but at the same time to give
us hope that people’s souls
can be saved and peace in the
world is free for the asking.
All we have to do is pray for
them.

Try our new online
memorial designer
from the comfort
of home

Monday- Friday 9 to 5 • Saturday 9 to Noon
Evenings & Weekends by Appointment
32980 Route 66 • Leeper, PA 16233

(814) 744-8340

www.borlandmemorials.com

