Deacon ‘Jerome P. Peterson

At a very young age, Deacon Jerome Peterson says he
was aware that God was calling him to some type of service.

As he grew older, he realized that he was being called
to married life. However, he says he could still sense that the
Lord was asking something of him.

When the vocation of the permanent diaconate came
to the Diocese of Erie, it seemed to be the ministry to which
Deacon Peterson was being called. But he was reluctant to
enter the program. There was one stumbling block for him. He
says he was concerned about the church’s requirement that an
ordained deacon cannot marry again if his wife dies.

“I had difficulty with this as there was a time in my
life when I experienced deep loneliness,” Deacon Peterson
says. “But then I reflected on Mary’s call to her vocation as the
mother of our savior. There were a number of valid reasons why Mary could
have refused. Her ‘yes’ literally put her life in danger, yet she accepted.”

He was ordained a permanent deacon by Bishop Donald Trautman
on April 27, 2001 at St. Peter Cathedral in Erie. He is currently a deacon as-
sistant at St. Julia Parish in Erie.

He describes his time serving as a deacon as “grace-filled, exciting and
rewarding.”

My Inspiration: “I am most inspired by three Scripture passages.
First, Joshua 24:15, ‘As for me and my house we will serve the
Lord.” Second, John 2:5, ‘His mother instructed those waiting on
table, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’ Finally, John 6:68, ‘Simon Peter
answered him, ‘Lord to whom shall we go? You have the words
of eternal life.” — Deacon Jerome Peterson

Deacon assistant:
St. Julia, Erie

St. Patrick, Erie
Prison ministry apostolate

“I continue in my service as deacon because I can see the
good works that God is completing through me,” Deacon Peter-
son says. “I have been able to enter into ministries I can share
with my wife, Joan. These ministries enrich our marriage.”

He and Joan have been married since 1983. He has three
step-sons, Gary, Mike and Joe, who is married to Kelly. Deacon
Peterson and his wife also have three sons of their own, Collin,
Liam and Cade.

Growing up, he says his faith was nurtured by his parents,
Jack and Dorothy Peterson.

“I cannot recall a single day in my life wondering if they loved me,”
he says.

If he had just one more homily to give, Deacon Peterson says he
would preach on the role of a man in his marriage and his vital role as father
to his children (Ephesians 5:22-33).

“I will never tire of teaching this lesson,” he says. “As an elementary
school teacher, I experience first-hand the differences in children who are
aware that they are loved by their parents and those children who know that
they are unwanted and unloved. You cannot imagine the damage that has
been done by men who do not live their vocation as husband and father.”

He encourages young people trying to discern their vocation in life to
allow themselves to be lead by the Holy Spirit.

“God will not call you to a vocation and allow you to be miserable,”
he says. “On the contrary, a person is happiest when doing God’s will.”

Deacon David A. Pratt

Deacon David Pratt first found out about the Diocese of Erie’s
Permanent Diaconate Formation Program when his wife, Judy, showed
him an article about it in a 1994 issue of the Lake Shore Visitor. She en-
couraged him to look into the program, which helps prepare those who
are called to ordained ministry as a deacon.

“After making a half-hearted telephone call, I procrastinated
until I forgot about it,” Deacon Pratt admits.

He felt differently in 1996 after reading another
article about the program and decided to pursue the call-
ing.

“I believe the first call was the Lord giv-
ing me a ‘preview of the coming attraction,”” he
says.

Deacon Pratt was ordained a permanent
deacon on April 27, 2001.

Before looking at the permanent diacon-
ate, Deacon Pratt had thoughts as a young man
about joining the priesthood. He was an altar
boy from his grade school years at St. John the
Baptist in Erie through his four years at Cathe-
dral Preparatory School.

In college, both David and Judy thought
they had religious vocations and went to see
Msgr. James Peterson to discuss them. But some-
thing interesting happened.

“Two years later, I told Father Pete that Judy and I were en-
gaged,” Deacon Pratt says. “He congratulated me and said, ‘The ways
of God are strange.””

He serves at St. Jude the Apostle Parish in Erie.

"10 years

Deacon assistant: St. Jude the Apostle, Erie

Deacon Pratt was previously a member of the parish stewardship and
liturgy committees, a lector, eucharistic minister, catechist, member of the
parish choir and parish Cursillo coordinator.

He previously worked as an auditor in the diocesan marriage tribunal
and as a development consultant for the International Institute of Erie.

He has served as president of the Serra Club of Erie and as a lector
and altar server for the TV Mass for
shut-ins.

The faith of numerous people
has touched Deacon Pratt throughout
his life, including that of his family
along with Msgr. Peterson, Father
James Sperry, Msgr. Robert Brugger and Father Jerry Simmons.

He is also inspired by his family. He and Judy have been married for
51 years and are the parents of grown children, Debbé, Dave, Mike and Da-
mian. They also have eight grandchildren.

Ten years after his ordination, he is most proud of the work he does
with the elderly and new deacons.

With the encouragement and support of Msgr. Robert Smith, director
of the Permanent Diaconate Formation Program, Deacon Pratt says he and
his fellow deacons were able to implement a deacon ministerial program in
many nursing homes.

He says he has also enjoyed the opportunity to teach in the diaconal
formation program.

My Inspiration: “Hymns and Psalms that are sung inspire me.
Well done liturgies, homilies and spiritual music, especially the
Ave Maria. Most importantly, the holy Eucharist.”

— Deacon David Pratt
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(ONGRATULATIONS AND BLESSINGS

Monsignor Thomas J. McSweeney (McSweenski)
on the occasion of the 40th anniversary of your
ordination to the priesthood.

A huge Dziekuje for your dedication and commitment!

= From the staff and parishioners at
SWleteJ Trojcy Parafia (Holy Trinity Parish, Erie) l

Gannon University’s Board of Trustees, Alumni,
Faculty, Staff and Students Congratulate

Priests Sisters of St. Joseph Benedictine Sister
Rev. Msgr. Richard G. Mayer ’55 Sr. Bernardine Pais, SSJ "45VMC Sr. Judith Trambley, OSB '68VMC, *95M
Rev. Robert P. Fedor ’56 Sr. Leonella Gingenbach, SSJ '50VMC
Rev. Msgr. Thomas J. McSweeney '65 Sr. Maria Onuffer, SSJ '63VMC Sister of Mercy
Rev. Ronald E. Gmerek ’67 Sr. Mary Carol Hoke, SSJ '64VMC Sr. Joan McCabe, RSM '92, °84M
Rev. V. David Foradori ‘81 Sr. Barbara Zakutney, SSJ '64VMC
Rev. Gregory P. Passauer '81 Sr. Moira Sullivan, SSJ '64VMC Friends of the University
Sr. Michele Healy, SSJ’66VMC Rev. Eldon K. Somers
Deacons Rev. Robert P Susa

Deacon David Pratt *59

Deacon Jerome P. Peterson 78 ( i ! NN : _N

..on their respective Jubilees. UNIVERSITY
Believe in the possibilities.

109 University Square © Erie, Pennsylvania 16541-0001 * (814) 871.7000 ¢ www.gannon.edu
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CONGRATULATIONS

Jubilarians!

and thank you for your part
and dedication in our
Mission of “Loving to Care.”

Sister Barbara Zakutne

Sister Moira Sullivan, SSJ

N,
Saint Marys Homeof Erie

Mercyhurst College

congratulates

Sister Rita Marie Hettish
Sister Joan McCabe
Sister Maria O’Connor
Father Eldon Somers

for 60 years of faithful service

a¢ Mercyhurst

COLLEGE mercyburst.edu




Cathhedliral Prep and Villa Maria Acadeny:
Togeiher Buillding he City off Gad

Congratulations Jubilarians!

Rev. Eldon Somers

Rev. Msgr. Richard Mayer ‘53

Rev. Robert P. Susa ‘53
Rev. Ronald Gmerek
Deacon David Pratt ‘55
Rev. Msgr. Thomas McSweeney ‘63
Rev. Walter E. Packard ‘63
Deacon Jerome Peterson ‘75

Sr. Michele Healy, SSJ
Sr. Moira Sullivan, SSJ ‘61

"If you are what you should be,
then you will set the world on fire."

- St. Catherine of Siena Because of your years of

CARE AND CONCERN

for people in need,
Catholic Charities honors you,

Sr. Ann Amen, S.S.J.

God Bless

Jubilarians!
CATHOLIC—IIEHARITIES
Benedictine Sisters of Erie Didcessnf Kine
Benedictine Sisters of St. Marys Providing Help. Creating Hope
Sisters of St. Joseph of Northwestern Pennsylvania 429 East Grgn dvi ef/)v. Bivd. E rieg PA ?65.0 4
Sisters of Mercy New York, Pennsylvania, Pacific West Community Ph: 814.824.1250 / Toll Fre’e: 80b.374.3723
www.ErieRCD.org/charities.asp / charities@ErieRCD.org




FOR EVERY BABY BORN,

EVERY HEART HEALED,

EVERY CAPABILITY RESTORED,

EVERY AILMENT CURED,

EVERY PASSING MADE EESS PAINFUL,

EVERY SPIRIT UPLIFTED,

EVERY LIEE SAVED,

WE RECOGNIZE, WITH RESPECT AND REVERENCE
T I @OFSSERWAER@ER VDA DEESE I T AN S Pa@SSESRIEBAT. B gk,

OUR FOUNDERS,

SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH.

CONGRATULATIONS

SR. BERNARDINE Pars, SR. ANN AMEN, SR. LEONELLA

GINGENBACH, SR. MARY CArROL HOKE, SR. MARIA
ONUFFER, SISTER BARBARA ANN ZAKUTNEY,

SR. MicHELE HEALY AND SR. MOIRA SULLIVAN

SAINT
VINCENT

We know how to treat people’®






