
 We did a lot of fun things on the NFP 
Picnic weekend.  On the first day, we got 
our tents set up and ate an awesome 
supper consisting of hobo packets and 
hot dogs.  Saturday, we swung on the 
rope swing over the creek and played 
football in the field.  On Sunday, we had 
a giant breakfast around nine-thirty 
followed by Mass in the early afternoon. 
After that, we had lunch, and then we 
went on the pop walk.  When all is said 
and done the NFP Picnic is a fun 
weekend for kids and adults alike.              
     Catherine  
 

Editorôs Note: Thank you to our teenage            

writing contributors. Fun is ageless!    

     I really look forward to going to the NFP 
picnic each year.  My favorite part is 
camping with my family and friends from 
the Friday afternoon before the picnic 
until Sunday evening after everything has 
slowed down. 
 We spend most of our time in the 
fields and the creek, which is usually cold.  
We  play football, soccer, and tag in the 
fields  and we wade in the creek, while the 
adventurous dunk themselves!   
 I enjoy all the good food we devourτ  
at the campfire and potluckτ and also the 
pop which we buy on the annual walk.  
Although all these activities can make the 
NFP picnic fun, I would not enjoy it as 
much if my friends and family were not 
there with me.          Clare  
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 Monsignor William Biebel, rector of St. 
Peter Cathedral, set the tone of our celebration 
with his warm welcome to the volunteers in 
ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜǾŜƴ ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ aŀǎǎ ƻƴ 
Sunday, October 16th in St. 
Peter Cathedral.  He 
a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h e 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ 
message that  the 
v o l u n t e e r s  c o n v e y 
throughout the diocese as 
the helping hands of the 
NFP/CE Office.  Following 
the celebration of the 
Liturgy, the guests gathered 
at St. Mark Catholic Center 
for presentation of awards, 
dinner, and camaraderie. 
 While every volunteer is critical to the 
success of our many programs, each year we 
typically identify one person or couple to honor 
for their outstanding contribution to the 
mission of the NFP/CE office.  However, this 
year two couples from the northern vicariate 
were chosen to be honored for their many 
years of service. Mike and Annette Ahrens and 
Jeff and Linda Burch entered the NFP teacher 

training program at the same time and were 
commissioned as teachers in May 2000. The 
value and success of their dedication to 
teaching is apparent in the positive evaluations 

written by the couples 
attending their classes.  In 
addition to offering two 
NFP class series each year 
they speak at Pre-Cana 
conferences - often 
traveling outside of Erie to 
share their love for and 
commitment to NFP with 
e n g a g e d  c o u p l e s .  
Additionally, Annette 
serves as a speaker for the 
Mother ς Daughter Tea 

program, while Linda is serving on the Chastity 
Education Committee.  In the past they have 
been members of the NFP Advisory Board and 
other ad hoc committees as needed. 
 During the prayer before dinner, the many 
volunteers who were not present were 
remembered and thanked.   After a delicious 
meal, those in attendance reconnected with 
friends, enjoying family stories and stimulating 
discussions. 

Volunteer Couples of 2011  
by Barbara Burkett  

Mark Your Calendars  

Nov  

18 & 19  

Family Honor  
Real Love & Real Life  

Our Lady of Peace, Erie  

Nov 30  
Pre -Menopause Class  

Grove City  6 PM  

Nov 30 

Dec 7 
Dec 14 

Dec 21  

Presence for Christmas  
St. George Parish  

7 PM  

Dec 5  
Pre -Menopause Class  

Erie  11 AM  

Dec 13  
Lessons & Carols  

St. Mark Seminary 
Chapel  7 PM  

Feb  

17 -  18  

NFP Pre -Lenten Retreat  
House of Prayer  

Cranberry  

Mar 24  
Mother/Daughter Tea  
St. Michael, Greenville  

April 22  
Mother/Daughter Tea  
DuBois Area Catholic 

Middle School  

April 29  
Mother/Daughter Tea  
Our Lady of the Lake, 

Edinboro  

NFP Picnic & Campout -  Fun for Kids & Adults  
by Catherine & Clare Hepler  

L-R: Barb Burkett, Annette & Mike Ahrens, 
Jeff & Linda Burch, and Ed Burkett 



BIRTHS 
We rejoice in these treasures from 

Heaven!  Especially for:  
 

Elizabeth Faith  
to Daniel & Laura Amon 

August 19, 2011  
 

Anthony Luke  
to Dan & Laura Hepler   
September 19, 2011 

 

Jacob Henry  
to Gerard & Shelley Pawlowski   

October 28, 2011 

Let us keep in our prayers all NFP 
families, especially the following 

women who are with child:  
 

Kristin Pawlowski 
Melissa Sabella 
Cindy Dollinger 

Laura Hepler 
Emily Orlando 

Laura Pawlowski 
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Staying  Connected  

NFP Office  
St. Mark Catholic Center  
429 E. Grandview Blvd.  
P.O. Box 10397  
Erie, PA 16514 -0397 

 

E-mail: bburkett@eriercd.org 
Office: 814-824-1259 
Or 1-800-374-3723 ext. 259 

Newsletter Editor:  
Kathy Wagner  814-824-1223 
kwagner@eriercd.org  

NFP I NSTRUCTORS 

WE ARE HERE TO HELP 
 

If you need guidance interpreting charts or if you have 
any questions at all about the NFP method, contact a 

local teaching couple:  
 

Mike & Annette Ahrens, Erie   814-866-0122 

Dan & Nelsa Armour, Grove City 724-967-4420 

Jeff & Linda Burch, Erie   814-898-1476 

Ed & Barb Burkett, Meadville   814-337-7302 

Andy & Cathy Dornisch, St. Marys 814-834-6208 

Paul & Gretchen Lorei, Erie   814-866-3008 

Miguel & Xhonané Olivas, Clarion 814-226-0647 

Tom & Judy Tarcson, DuBois  814-371-5852 

Dr. Gloria Zibilich, Woodland  814-558-6322 

Prayer Corner  

ñDo not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God.ò    Philippians 4:6 

  1 Beth Kuzma 
  2 Angie Amburn  
  3 Brian Amburn 

  4 Margie Frezza   
  5 Peter Burkett  

  6 Mary Burkett   
  7 Kathy Wagner 
  8 Ed & Barb Burkett  
  9 Jaynes Family  
10 Annette Ahrens 

 

11 Mary Neville  
12 Andy Messineo 

13 Grace Messineo 

14 Jean Wingard 
15 Mandy Kelly 

16 Brian Kelly 
17 Kerry Prichard 
18 Manssur Family 

19 Steph Schlueter 

20 Steve Frezza  
 

21 Elizabeth Gill  
22 Slifko Family 

23 PJ Piccirillo  

24 S & J Wagner 

25 Steve Habursky 

26 Greg Schlueter 

27 Carlee Yochim 

28 Joe Yochim 

29 Jen Habursky 
30 Jenny Lamb 

31 Cathy Dornisch  

NFP Prayer Warriors  

Prayers of thanks for:  

those who signed up to be prayer warriors!  
Ed and Barb Burkett for their years of tireless devotion promoting 
NFP and Chastity Education in our diocese.  

Please pray for:  

the successful completion of the parent component portion of the 
Chastity Education program and that it will assist parents in 
teaching their children.  
an increase in the number of couples taking NFP classes.        

     The Feast of 

the Presentation 

o f  Mary  is 

celebrated on 

November 21 st of 

each year. Many 

of the celebrations 

of Mary are from 

t h e  E a s t e r n 

Church and this one began in Jerusalem 

in the year 543 A.D.  The feast originated 

as a result of the dedication of the 

Basilica of Saint Mary the New, which 

was built by the Byzantines under 

Emperor Justinian I near the ruined 

Temple in Jerusalem. The Basilica was 

destroyed in 614 by the Persians but the 

feast continued.  

It commemorates the ancient legend 

that when Mary was three years old, her 

parents brought her to the Temple to 

consecrate her to Godõs service. The point 

of the story is that Mary, from the 

beginning of her life, was dedicated to 

God. Because the feast is celebrated in 

late November, it also turns our thoughts 

to Advent, when we recognize that Mary 

herself is a Temple, where God came to 

dwell. The Eastern Orthodox Church  

celebrates it as one of its twelve Great 

Feasts. 
Resource: The Big Book of Catholic Customs and 

Traditions by Beth Branigan McNamara  

Customs and Traditions by Julie Ferraro  
The Presentation of Mary  

Using NFP During  
Pre - Menopause  

Sponsored by the Catholic churches of 

Ridgway, Johnsonburg & St. Marys  

Mondays, February 20, 27  

March 5 & 12, 2012 
7:00 - 9:15 PM  

  
Hosted at: Elk County Catholic High School  

Contact: Laurey Kraus (814) 781-6746 

bjklak@windstream.net  

W3&"- -07& i 3&"- -*'&V 

 PROGRAM FOR 7TH & 8TH GRADERS AND THEIR PARENTS  

Our Lady of Peace, Erie  

November 18 & 19, 2011  
 

 St. Eulalia, Coudersport  

February 9 & 10, 2012  
 

 St. George, Erie  
 March 23 & 24, 2012 

 

Contact: Bernadette Carroll   

(814) 864-2222 

Informational classes are scheduled 

to help assist women with the 
challenges of chart interpretation  

during pre-menopause. 
 

GROVE CITY 

Wed., November 30, 2011 6 PM 

Beloved Disciple Church 
 

ERIE 

Mon., December 5, 2011 11 AM 

St. Mark Catholic Center 
 

Pre-registration is required.  Please 

call Barbara at 814-824-1259 to 
reserve your spot!  

T
hank you to our new

ly scheduled prayer w
arriors!!!

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Orthodox_Church
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Feasts
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Feasts


ï Keep this new schedule so you can 

remind  your parish secretary to 

post bulletin announcements  in 
your area for five weeks before 

classes begin.   

Ambassador Taskbar  

NFP Profile:    Justin & Kristen Corritore    by Mary Burkett  
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Occasionally, other scheduling options may be available.  Please call (814) 824-1259 to discuss your needs.  

January -  June 2012 Chronological NFP Schedule  
ERIE / S outh  7:00 - 9:00 PM  
 Instructorsô Home   
 Fridays:  Jan 27, Feb 24, March 23  
 Instructors & RSVP: Mike & Annette Ahrens 
 (814) 866-0122  
 

ST. MARYS 6:00 - 8:00 PM  
 St. Mary Church Annex  
 Thursdays:  Jan 29, Feb 26, March 25   
 Instructors & RSVP: Andy & Cathy Dornisch 
 (814) 834-6208 
 

ERIE 7:00 - 9:00 PM  
 Our Lady of Peace  
 Thursdays:  Feb 16, March 15, April 19 
 Instructors & RSVP: Paul & Gretchen Lorei 
 (814) 866-3008 
 

DUBOIS  7:00 - 9:00 PM  
 Instructorsô Home  
 Tuesdays:  Feb 21,  March 20, April 17 
 Instructors & RSVP: Tom & Judy Tarcson 
 (814) 371-5852 

GROVE CITY   7:00 - 9:00 PM  
 Beloved Disciple  
 Thursdays:  March 15, April 12, May 10 
 Instructors & RSVP: Dan & Nelsa Armour  
 (724) 992-0414 
 

PORT ALLEGANY 6:30 - 8:30 PM  
 St. Gabriel  
 Tuesdays:  March 27, April 24, May 29    
 Instructors: Ed & Barbara Burkett  
 RSVP to Kathy: (814) 274-0582 
 

ERIE 7:00 - 9:00 PM  
 St. Mark Catholic Center  
 Thursdays:  March 29, April 19, May 17    
 Instructors & RSVP: Jeff & Linda Burch  
 (814) 898-1476 
 

BROOKVILLE  7:00 - 9:00 PM  
 Immaculate Conception  
 Wednesdays:  April 11, May 9, June 6    
 Instructors: Ed & Barbara Burkett  
 RSVP to Laurie after 5pm: (814) 265-2042 

CAMBRIDGE SPRINGS  7:00 - 9:00 PM  
 St. Anthony  
 Tuesdays:  May 8, June 5, June 26 
 Instructors & RSVP: Ed & Barbara Burkett 
 (814) 337-7302 or (814) 824-1259 
 

CLARION   By request  
 Bilingual Spanish/English  
 Instructors: Miguel & Xhonané Olivas  
 (814) 226-1647 
 

WOODLAND   By appointment  
 Instructor:  Dr. Gloria Zibilich  
 (814) 558-6322 

 Kristen Corritore has a story to tell.  It's 
a simple story really, and she won't shout it 
from the rooftops; she's not a person who 
seeks out the limelight, but when she starts 
to tell it, you want to listen.  It's a story of 
God's persistence and love, a story of the 
beauty of His grace.  
 The Corritores have four children and 
when their oldest Casey was born, they 
were both very young.  Kristen was in 
college and Justin was still in high school 
when she found she was pregnant.  Kristen 
says abortion was not an option for her.  "I 
was raised Catholic and my mother instilled 
in me a great respect for life.  But a lot was 
missing from my faith and Justin was not 
religious."  Young and unmarried, Kristen 
was terrified to tell her mother and afraid 
also of how Justin would respond.  "But he 
was so amazing," she says, "and despite 
the circumstances, our families were 
supportive and unconditionally loving.ò  
 They were totally committed to each 
other and their family and when they 
moved to Erie several years later, they 
married.  Twin girls, Ella and Hailey, were 
born in 2005.  As their family grew, Justin 
and Kristen both felt a desire for something 
more in the faith - a desire for Jesus.  They 
became friends with Kaz and Catherine 
Krajewski, who introduced them to NFP 
and gave them some of Fr. Larry Richard's 
CDs.  After listening to "The Truth" and 
"Confession," their lives were changed 
forever.  ñWe call it the óWeekend of Our 
Spiritual Beating,ôò says Kristen.  "It was 
amazing, but we were both bruised.  It 
really was a spiritual awakening - an 

amazing point of conversion."  
 Kristen says she was on birth control at 
the time and had no idea of the 
abortifacient aspects of birth control, no 
idea of the spiritual consequences of the 
"halfway" life she and Justin had been 
living.  "How can you just have no idea of 
these things?" she says, "but I didn't.  I 
guess if you are not raised in the fullness of 
the faith you may not know what you are 
missing."  
 Committed to changing their lives, but 
feeling overwhelmed and somewhat 
panicked, Justin and Kristen contacted Ed 
and Barb Burkett, who graciously met with 
them immediately to talk about the basics 
of NFP until they could get into the next 
class.  ñThe course brought us relief in that 
the NFP method itself is very simple.  We 
learned the beauty of Godôs design in the 
womanôs body.ò  They were also relieved to 
learn that they would still have control, the 
choice to postpone pregnancy if desired, as 
their twins were 14 months old and on a 
mission to conquer the universe. 

 ñPracticing NFP has certainly been 
challenging at times, especially having 
gone from no knowledge of NFP to strictly 
postponing.ò  But then, Kristen says, 
something happened that could only have 
happened through the openness to God 
that NFP fosters.  On their own, they each 
suddenly and clearly felt God was calling 
them to be more open to having another 
child.  They decided to be less strict with 
the rules and the following month, they 
were filled with awe when they realized 
they were pregnant.   
 The unexpected blessing of another 
child she says "was such an affirmation of 
all our choices.  Had God not been so clear 
with us, we would have been completely 
overwhelmed and stressed at the thought 
of another child at that time, but the call 
was so clear that we were able to feel joy 
and excitement knowing it was His will.ò   
 She calls her son Michael a great gift 
that without NFP they would never have 
received for ñwe would not have been open 
to Godôs will for our family.  NFP allowed 
me to be a vessel for God, then He gave us 
the grace to hear His voice, and now I can't 
imagine life without [Michael]."  Kristin says 
she is happy if their story can be a help to 
other struggling young couples who wonder 
how they will beat the odds.  "We did it," 
she says, "we are miracles of God's grace 
and persistence.  And when we are open to 
His grace, we can receive the blessings He 
wants to give us - gifts we may not have 
even known we wanted!  Thatôs the beauty 
of NFP.ò   
  

The Corritore Family:  
Kristen, Ella, Casey, Michael, Hailey & Justin  



Friday & Saturday,  
February 17 -  18, 2012  

Retreat Schedule  
  

Friday, February 17 th   
 3:00 PM  Early Arrival  
 5:15   Welcome in Foyer  

 5:30   Evening Prayer  
 6:00   Dinner  

  Gathering/Introduction  

  Fr. Richard Allen  
  Conference I  

 8:30   Night Prayer  
  Holy Hour / Confessions  

 9:30   Social  
 

Saturday, February 18 th   

 8:00 AM  Morning Prayer/Mass  
 9:00   Breakfast  

10:00   Mid -morning Prayer  
  Conference II  

  Mid -day Prayer  

12:15 PM  Lunch  
 1:00   Conference III  

 3:00   Mid -afternoon Prayer*  
 5:30   Evening Prayer  

 8:30   Night Prayer / Departure  
 

*  While the retreat formally ends after Mid-
afternoon Prayer, participants are invited to 
linger and depart after Evening or Night 
Prayer.  Please note that dinner will NOT be 
served!  

Information, 
 Accommodations, 
           Pricing  
     The atmosphere is quiet 
and peaceful. In order to 

maintain this ambiance, a 

media -free environment is 
established. We ask you not 

to bring any type of 
electronic or print media or 

entertainment with you.  

     The cost of your retreat 
will depend on the overnight 

selection and the meals you 

wish the House of Prayer to 
provide.  Simply mark the 

option you would like, total 
the cost, and return payment 

with the form.   

Natural Family Planning/Chastity Education Office  
invites you to our Pre -Lenten Retreat  

St. Thomas More  
House of Prayer  
Cranberry, PA  

Being  
Who  
You  
Are  

Called  
To 
Be 

NFP Retreat Registration Form   February 17 -  18, 2012  

 
Please send payment & registration 

by February 6, 2012  
  
 

NFP/CE Office  
St. Mark Catholic Center  
429 East Grandview Blvd. 

Erie, PA  16504 
 

 

Email: bburkett@eriercd.org  
 
 

St. Thomas More House of Prayer  
http://www.liturgyofthehours.org/  

 

 

   
 Name 1 
   
 Name 2 
   
 Address  
   
 City             State          Zip 
   
 Phone  
  

The House of Prayer has 10 rooms with double 

beds (these rooms will be assigned to the first 10 
couples to register) and 4 rooms with single beds 
(for the first 4 single individuals to register).  

Overnight Retreat Registrations  
includes Friday Dinner and Saturday Breakfast & Lunch 
 

$95/person    
$145/couple   
  
Commuter Retreat Registrations  
$15/person    
 
Commuters need to order meals separately.  
Friday Dinner  $12    
Saturday Breakfast  $  5    
Saturday Lunch  $  8     
 

Total Retreat Cost     

Fr. Richard Allen will use examples of saints, 
his parentsô lives, and his military experience 
to stimulate our thinking and challenge our 
understanding of our own personal integrity.  

Our Retreat Master  

Fr. Richard Allen has six 
brothers and sisters and is 

originally from Hermitage. He 

has held several administrative 
positions throughout the 

diocese and is currently pastor 
o f  bo th  S t .  M a r y  i n 

Reynoldsville and Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary in 

Sykesville.  He is also a  

Chaplain Captain in the 
National Guard, which he 

joined in 2006.     


