
 

 

October 20, 2026 
 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ:  
 

“You, O Lord, are my hope.” Pope Leo XIV's message for 2025’s World Day of the Poor, which 
opens with these words from the book of Psalms, reminds us that "every form of poverty, without 
exception, calls us to experience the Gospel concretely and to offer effective signs of hope." 

 
The annual Collection for Local Needs, to be taken this year on November 14 and 15, offers a 

concrete way for us to offer hope. This collection helps people living on the margins address the root 
causes of poverty and injustice, not by giving “one-size-fits-all” handouts, but by funding local 
organizations that empower people to make positive impacts in their own communities.  

 
When you give to this collection, you make a local impact because 100% of your contribution 

stays within our own diocese. Your support brings hope to communities and empowers those living in 
poverty to transform their communities into reflections of the Kingdom of God. This grassroots model 
allows people to use their experiences and knowledge of their communities to build coalitions of faith 
leaders, local businesses and other neighbors who work together to find solutions that benefit everyone.  

 
This work is not possible without the support of dedicated Catholics like you. Your contributions 

are helping to build more merciful and just communities in the Diocese of Erie. Please consider helping 
us to uphold human dignity and eradicate poverty by giving generously to the Collection for Local 
Needs on November 14 and 15. Be assured of my prayers for you and your families.  
 
 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

  +Lawrence T. Persico 

The Most Reverend Lawrence T. Persico, JCL 
Bishop of Erie 

 

 

 

Scan to give 

MORE INFO ErieRCD.org/Local-Needs.html

PROVIDE SUPPORT TO ADDRESS POVERTY AND INJUSTICE 

LOCAL NEEDS
C O L L E C T I O N

NOVEMBER 15, 2026

This collection reflects our shared responsibility as members of the universal Church.

Our Mission

2Two Ways to Give
Use your offertory envelope or  
your parish’s online giving platform 
OR make a gift online using the 
website or QR code below.

Support local organizations
that empower people experiencing 
poverty to address challenges and 
create lasting solutions. Every gift, 
regardless of size, helps build 
communities rooted in dignity, 
compassion and hope. 

Funds raised support:
• Upholding human dignity
• Empowering communities 
• Local people in our own diocese

Why Participate?
100% of every contribution stays within 
the Diocese of Erie, supporting efforts 
that bring together neighbors, faith 
leaders and local organizations to build 
stronger, more merciful and just 
communities. Your generosity is an 
opportunity to put faith into action.

Please prayerfully consider making a 
gift. Together, we can make a lasting 
difference close to home.

Every gift—large or small—helps our brothers and sisters in Christ.


