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As we approach the beginning of another year of the Liturgical Calendar, 

please note the Lectionary cycles for 2024 are: 

• Sunday Cycle – Year B 

• Weekday Cycle – II 

The Blessing of an Advent Wreath may take place at the conclusion of 

the Universal  

Prayer on this Sunday: See Book of Blessings, Chapter 47, Order for the 

Blessing of an Advent Wreath. The Advent Wreath needs only to be 

blessed once, perhaps at the Anticipated Mass for the First Sunday of   

Advent. 

First Sunday of Advent 
Sunday, December 3, 2023 

December 2023 

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, the patronal feast of the 

United States of America, is always a Holy Day of Obligation, even if it 

falls on a Monday or Saturday.  

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Friday, December 8, 2023 

Office for Divine Worship Newsletter 
 

It is hoped that this almost monthly newsletter will be an aid to all who 

read it. The intention of the work is to keep before the mind current 

celebrations of which to be aware, reasonable looking forward so that 

celebrations yet to come will get the preparation they deserve, and 

constant reminders of items that require attention but may be overlooked 

when preparing celebrations.  

All of us, coming together with Bishop Persico around the altar, make 

visible the Body of Christ. The celebration of the mysteries of faith 

deserve attention so we may be strengthened, encouraged, and sent out 

in service to our brothers and sisters.      
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The Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord is always a Holy Day of Obligation, even if it falls on a 

Monday or Saturday. 

In 2023, Christmas Day falls on a Monday. To assist in planning reasonable Mass schedules 

please review the following directives from Bishop Persico: 

1. Diocesan particular law allows the pastor himself to authorize the celebration of multiple  

Vigil Masses in the parish on Christmas Eve, in accord with the pastoral needs of the people. 

However, since parish priests have already celebrated Sunday Masses that morning, It has 

been decided to limit the number of Christmas Vigil Masses (Masses beginning before 10:00 

pm) to two (2) in any parish or group of partnered parishes. No Vigil Mass is to begin prior to 

4:00 pm without the express, written permission of the bishop or without an indult to cele-

brate Vigil Masses prior to 4:00 pm. The Christmas Eve Vigil Mass does not fulfill the Sunday 

Mass obligation this year, regardless of the time scheduled for the Vigil Mass. 

2. Up to three (3) Christmas Day Masses per parish or group of partnered Parishes are allowed. 

These Masses include the Mass during the Night, Mass at Dawn and Mass during the Day       

celebrated at 10:00 pm or later December 24th, and on December 25.  

3. Because January 1, 2024, the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, falls on a Monday, the     

precept (obligation) to attend Mass is abrogated. 

Solemnity of the Nativity of our Lord, Christmas 
Monday, December 25, 2023 

People feeling ill should avoid receiving Communion from the chalice. Priests are encouraged to 

use good pastoral common sense to calm the fears of the faithful during cold and flu season. An 

example of this might include reminding the faithful not to receive the Precious Blood if they are 

ill. 

Colds and Flu 
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Christian Initiation of Adults 

The Office for Divine Worship and the Office of Faith Formation work together to coordinate the 

Christian Initiation of Adults.  

Full Sacramental Initiation—Baptism, Confirmation and the first Reception of Holy Communion—

apart from the Easter Vigil, outside of the immediate danger of death, requires the permission of 

the bishop (see RCIA, no. 331) for someone 14 years of age or older. 



If any parish or institution would like a workshop for liturgical ministers, especially Extraordi-

nary Ministers of Holy Communion or lectors, please contact the Office for Divine Worship. If a 

parish or institution conducts its own workshop for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, 

please remember to present candidates for this ministry to the Bishop when they are deemed pre-

pared by the pastor or chaplain of said institution.   

The following resource is available from the Liturgical Institute at Mundelein for the formation of 

parish liturgical ministers: https://liturgy.teachable.com/p/instructions-for-liturgical-ministers. 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
 

• All Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, without exception, are to have a current 

appointment letter from the bishop. 

• Candidates are to be fully initiated practicing Catholics, high school graduates, not in an 

invalid marriage, recognized for faith and devotion to the Holy Eucharist as well as for service 

in the parish/institution/school. Pastors/chaplains are reminded to be discerning in the 

invitation to members of the lay faithful to carry out this ministry.  

• Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are appointed for a three-year term and for the 

place where they are commissioned. Terms may be renewed if agreeable to both the 

pastor/chaplain and the Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion.  

• All records of active Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are maintained by the 

parish/institution/school.  

• Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are commissioned after participation in a 

training session, according to the form found in the Book of Blessings, Chapter 63, “Order for 

the Commissioning of Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion.”  

• Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion only serve in the parishes/institutions/schools 

for which they are commissioned.  

 

 

Copyrights 
 

According to the United States Copyright Office, if you reproduce, distribute, publicly display, or 

derive a new piece from a copyrighted work without the permission of the copyright owner, you 

may have infringed on copyright. That could include putting a poem or song on your website, 

printing an essay or column in your bulletin, or even streaming a service on your website, 

Facebook or YouTube that includes the performance of hymns from a hymnal you have 

purchased.  

The safest thing a church can do is only to use copyrighted materials when you have the express 

written permission of the copyright owner. This is generally accomplished by purchasing the 

appropriate license. The majority of parishes use OneLicense.net 

Workshops for Liturgical Ministers 
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https://liturgy.teachable.com/p/instructions-for-liturgical-ministers


The time for Vigil Masses and Anticipated Masses in the Diocese of Erie is no earlier than 4:00 

PM. This applies to Holy Days of Obligation as well, including Christmas.  

Time of the Easter Vigil - 2024 
 

The Easter Vigil is the first Mass of Easter Sunday and not in any way to be considered an 

Anticipated Mass for Easter Sunday. This is why the discipline of the Church insists that it 

should not begin before nightfall in any circumstance. It may be helpful to know that sunset, 

according to a variety of models, occurs approximately at 7:44 PM on March 30, 2024. This 

information is provided at this time to assist with calendar planning for 2023-2024. In general, 

given the variable date for Easter, it seems best to schedule the Easter Vigil each year for 8:30 

PM or later. 

 
FDLC Advent/Christmas Preparation Aid 
 

In the appendix following this newsletter, please find a liturgical preparation aid from the FDLC 

(Federation of Diocesan Liturgical Commissions) for the seasons of Advent and Christmas. It 

contains a full presider’s text for The Order of Reconciling Several Penitents with Individual 

Confession and Absolution, readings, music suggestions and much more.  

Time for Vigil Masses and Anticipated Masses 
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