
 
A MORE PERFECT 

UNION: PART 3 

 

In the last issue, we began 

examining Pope Francis’ 

exhortation to pastoral 

ministers to reach out in 

Christlike charity to people 

who find themselves in 

irregular marriages (i.e. 

divorced and remarried 

outside the Church) and 

therefore normally indisposed 

to receive Holy Communion. 

Rather than proposing a rigid 

body of concrete rules, which 

can never fully address the 

variety of different people’s 

situations, he proposes a more 

flexible pastoral framework 

of integration, 

accompaniment, and 

discernment. 

 

The goal of all ministry is 

integration, drawing all 

people into ever-deeper 

communion with God and one 

another, the driving force for 

which is God’s infinite mercy 

poured out in and through the 

Church. Above all else, then, 

the law of charity must guide 

pastoral ministers, charity 

based on truth. In ministry to 

those in irregular marriages, 

charity that leads to fuller 

integration compels pastoral 

ministers to teach the truth 

that God reveals about 

marriage fully and without 

qualification. That same 

charity, however, also 

requires pastoral ministers to 

fully recognize the truth about 

the unique people and 

circumstances before them, 

with all their weaknesses and 

failings, but also all their 

complexity, goodness, and 

even grace, and to help the 

people whom they serve to 

recognize the same. This is 

what Pope Francis means by 

accompaniment, walking 

together in charity and truth 

with God’s people, even the 

most broken, toward ever-

greater integration into the 

mystery of God and his 

Church. 

 

But what does this mean for 

the issue at hand? Does the 

integration of persons in 

irregular marriages include 

reception of Holy 

Communion? It should be 

clear from the above that the 

answer to this question itself 

can only be found through the 

accompaniment of pastoral 

ministers and the persons 

whom they serve. This is what 

Pope Francis means by 

discernment. While always 

fully acknowledging the truth 

about marriage revealed by 

God, if we fully acknowledge 

the truth about the unique 

situations and people who 

come before us in need of 

healing from irregular 

marriages, then we must also 

acknowledge that no single 

pastoral remedy can be 

applied to all cases. There is a 

big difference, for example, 

between a faithful 

churchgoing woman who has 

been civilly married for forty 

years and who desperately 

wants to make things right but 

whose non-Catholic husband 

needs an annulment and 

steadfastly refuses to get one, 

and another couple, both of 

whom have been married 

multiple times, who see 

nothing wrong with divorce 

and simply won’t go through 

the trouble of an annulment. 

In both cases we are dealing 

with lost sheep, but the path to 

finding them and bringing 

them home is as different as 

they are. Ignoring those 

differences and simply 

applying the rule the same 

way in all cases because it’s 

the rule runs directly contrary 

to the law of charity and 

integration.  

 

That answer may not satisfy 

everyone. I urge everyone to 

read Amoris Laetitia 

nonetheless for a fuller 

understanding of the path of 

integration, accompaniment, 

and discernment. In the 

meantime, as always, keep the 

faith, love God’s people, and 

always honor the code! 
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