About the 2022
Catholic Services Appeal

Prayer for the
Catholic Services Appeal

The Catholic Services Appeal supports the mission of
the Diocese of Erie to serve the people of northwest
Pennsylvania. All CSA funds raised are placed in a
designated account and used solely to support the
programs and ministries of the diocese and cannot be
used for any other purpose.
Why is the Diocese of Erie conducting the Catholic
Services Appeal?
Each year, the bishop asks the faithful throughout the
Diocese of Erie to support the Catholic Services Appeal
(CSA), the annual fundraising campaign of the diocese.
Gifts to the CSA are put to work immediately to support
the ministries and day-to-day programs of the Catholic
Church in our diocese and are not invested or reserved
for future use.
Why is my gift needed to support the work of the
diocese?
As unique as each is, together our parishes make up
our diocesan community. The CSA funds programs and
ministries that are beyond the resources of any one
parish. Every diocesan office and ministry supported by
the CSA, such as the Catholic Schools Office, the Office
of Faith Formation, Catholic Charities, and the Office for
the Protection of Children and Youth, are available to
assist in every area of the diocese. The CSA reminds us
that we are all part of the same Catholic family and that
together we can accomplish so much more than any one
parish can accomplish on its own.
But I already give to my parish, why also give to the
CSA?
The ministry and programs of local parishes are very
important. Diocesan leadership and expertise also play
a role in our collective success. For example, parishes
have access to resources and expertise in Catholic school
administration, clergy support, social justice, diocesan
wide evangelization, human resources, financial services,
and facilities management through various offices at the
diocesan level.
What happens if my parish raises more than its goal?
If your parish collects funds beyond its diocesan goal,
100% of those funds are retained in the parish for its
needs.
How can I make a gift?
Please pledge your support
on Commitment Sunday,
February 27, 2022.
Pledge envelopes
are available at
your church.

God, loving Father,
You sent Your Son to be the light in the darkness
and the hope of all people.
In Your every act of creation we see Your love for us.

A message from Bishop Lawrence Persico
There are two stories in the New Testament that are linked:
the Parable of the Leaven and the Parable of the Mustard Seed.
Both share a common meaning, that the Kingdom of God
grows exponentially from small beginnings. A woman adds
a leavening agent to a large quantity of flour. The mixture
doubles in size overnight. A farmer plants the tiny mustard
seed; it grows into a sturdy shrub, up to 10 feet in height.
The Bible is filled with numerous references to food. It also
mentions the abundant harvest that comes from soil tilled with
care. Both point to nourishment and vibrant growth.
Our Holy Father Francis has spoken often about the need
for such vibrancy in the Catholic Church. We can have a
dynamic faith, he says, by being “God’s leaven in the midst of
humanity.” [Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy of the Gospel)].
Again, there’s that word “leaven,” an ingredient that sparks
growth!
The pope’s Biblical reference is particularly meaningful
as I ask you to give to the Diocese of Erie’s annual Catholic
Services Appeal.
Your contribution to CSA provides many opportunities
for expansion, both physical and spiritual. It will help nurture
a more dynamic, reinvigorated faith in the 13 counties of
northwest Pennsylvania.
Financial gifts made to CSA support the work of diocesan
offices, which, in turn, support our parishes, schools and
ministries. We are one family, interdependent on each other to
do the good work of the Gospel.
Won’t you join me in being the leaven — that agent of
change — that makes a difference in our diocese and the world?
Sincerely yours in Christ,

The Most Reverend Lawrence T. Persico, JCL
Bishop of Erie

Strengthen us for our role in the work
of proclaiming the Gospel.
Open our hearts to listen to the needs
of our brothers and sisters.
Give us joyful spirits that invite others
to be drawn into relationship with You.
Help us to be steadfast in times of discouragement
and rejoice in times of blessing.
Lead us to be vibrant in our support of the
mission of Your church, continuing to reveal the
dynamic life You offer through Your sacraments of
belonging, healing, forgiving, blessing,
and sending.
Allow us to be aware of Your Presence
that we will remember You are always with us.
Remind us always that what we do for the least of
our sisters and brothers, we do for You.

VIBRANT,
DYNAMIC
CHURCH
NEEDS

2022 Catholic Services Appeal

May we serve You in all things, through all things
and above all things.
Through Christ our Lord.
Imprimatur, November 16, 2021
The Most Reverend Lawrence T. Persico, JCL
Bishop of Erie
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Pastoral Services

The CSA supports the pastoral leadership that shepherds our
church and provides ongoing education to priests and deacons.
Other pastoral services providing expertise throughout the
diocese include the Office for the Protection of Children and
Youth.

The CSA
allows the diocese
to support parishes,
schools, clergy,
lay ministers and tens of
thousands of the faithful
throughout the
diocese.

Education

Support the Catholic Services Appeal

2022 goal — $4.235 million

PURPOSE
Funds raised through the Catholic Services Appeal (CSA) help the Diocese of Erie fulfill its mission to evangelize, educate, serve,
proclaim the Word of God and celebrate the sacraments throughout 13 counties in northwest Pennsylvania.
The CSA reminds us that we are all part of the same Catholic family and that together we can accomplish so much more than any

Catholic schools have traditionally been the most effective
way to pass on our faith to future generations. The Diocese
of Erie, its parishes and Catholic institutions operate 20
elementary, three middle and seven secondary schools. Lifelong
faith formation initiatives throughout the diocese include youth
and young adult ministry opportunities, family life outreach and
support for parish-based faith formation efforts.
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parishes

one parish can accomplish on its own.
Thank you for prayerfully and joyfully supporting the work of the Gospel.

Catholic Charities

PROGRAMS AND SERVICES
TO BE FUNDED BY THE 2022 CSA
Educational
Services
$1,070,000

Catholic Charities agencies, ministries and programs respond
to the call of the poor and promote a consistent life ethic. The
Catholic Charities network of agencies and diocesan programs
enable effective outreach and services far beyond what any one
parish could provide alone.

Catholic Foundation of
Northwest Pennsylvania

Catholic
Charities
$557,000

CSA funds provide a grant to the Catholic Foundation of
Northwest Pennsylvania. The foundation is in service to all
parishes, schools and Catholic ministries in the diocese helping
to build our Catholic legacy through endowments. It also
provides professional fund development services to the Diocese
of Erie.

102 active diocesan
priests; 30 retired

199 women
religious

80 permanent
deacons

11.7%

11.9%

Communications
Pastoral
Services
$852,000

Catholic
Foundation
$239,000
Clergy
Services
$61,000

Tribunal
Office
$134,000

Communications
$322,000
Facilities
Management
$496,000

Cover graphic by
Matt Watters

Financial
Services
$504,000

The diocesan Communications Office shares news and
inspiration throughout the diocese in many ways, including its
flagship publication, Faith magazine, the weekly Diocese of EriENews, www.ErieRCD.org and Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

Facilities Management and Financial Services

Consultation on physical plant matters, safety issues and
accident prevention, and environmental and regulatory
compliance are available to pastors and parish staff through
diocesan offices, as well as expertise on property and health
insurances and financial services.

9 Seminarians

5,198 students in
Catholic schools, K-12;
4,972 religious
education students

Tribunal Office

The Tribunal Office is a resource for persons seeking
annulments.

30 Catholic schools

