' October

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

Each year, the Diocese of Erie participates
in the October Count, recording Sunday
Mass attendance during October in
parishes across our 13 counties. While
not a scientific measure, it offers a mean-
ingful snapshot of parish life. Attendance
numbers point to something deeper: the
faithful gathering around the Eucharist, the source and
summit of our Catholic life.

This year’s report reflects a modest but encouraging increase
in average weekend Mass attendance from last year. In the
years following significant disruption, we are seeing contin-
ued stabilization. Parish communities are gathering. Fami-
lies are returning to Mass. Many are present with renewed
intention and faith. These are hopeful signs of renewal.

At the same time, the October Count invites us to look at
the broader picture. The Church is not simply a collection
of buildings or schedules; it is a living
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The Diocese of Erie spans 13 counties across northwestern
Pennsylvania, covering over 10,000 square miles from Lake
Erie to Clearfield County.Serving approximately 190,000
Catholics in 76 parishes, it is geographically one of the
largest dioceses in the state, encompassing both urban
centers and rural communities.
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serve much larger communities.

As we prepare to welcome a new bishop,
we look ahead with clarity and hope, trusting that Christ
continues to guide His Church.

Sincerely yours in Christ,
The Most Rev. Lawrence T. Persico, JCL
Bishop of the Diocese of Erie

Sunday Mass participation across the Diocese of Erie tells
a story of disruption, resilience and gradual return. While
attendance has not reached pre-pandemic levels, the
October Count shows that Sunday Mass attendance has
increased by nearly 14% since the pandemic low in 2021,
reflecting steady stabilization across multiple deaneries
as parish communities continue to gather to celebrate
the Eucharist.




Attendance and Seating by Deanery

SUNDAY SEATING CAPACITY: 92872
AVERAGE MASS ATTENDANCE: 28,450
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: church seating significantly exceeds
current weekend Mass attendance. This

reflects long-term shifts in participation
that have occurred across the Catholic

WFiled Seats W Empey Seast Church in the United States.
Attendee to Priest Ratio Mass Goers per Priest
500
= 434
Over the past several decades, the Church has ol -]
experienced significant changes. Average Sunday 400 376 361
Mass participation in the diocese has declined by 350 . 329 °
roughly 65%, while the number of active diocesan @
priests has declined by nearly 58%. 300
250
At the same time, the diocese continues to serve 200
13 counties, over 10,000 square miles, maintaining
churches, parish buildings and ministries through- 150
out the region. 100
50
0
1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030

= Ratio Trend
AR t‘-

160

140 Over the past two decades, both the number of

120 * diocesan priests and Sunday Mass attendance

100 o have steadily declined. While the ratio of priests

A0 to Mass attendees has remained relatively

. - consistent, the nature of ministry has changed.

40 Priests now carry broader responsibilities, often

20 serving multiple parishes, missions and second-
0 ary churches, while also managing increased

2000 2010 2015 2025 administrative and pastoral demands.

-—hf"-::—*.!- M ass Goers

Planning for the Future

With fewer priests and changing patterns of Mass attendance, the Diocese of Erie continues to responsibly adjust parish
structures, Mass schedules and collaborations among parish communities to serve the faithful well.

These efforts help ensure that the Eucharist and the sacraments remain accessible while strengthening

parish life for the future.

Read the full October Count report at ErieRCD.org/OctoberCount.html




