Advent 2026 – Parish Communications Toolkit
Diocese of Erie | November 29 – December 24, 2026


BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS


Week 1 – Hope
First Sunday of Advent | November 29, 2026

The First Candle of Advent: Hope
As we begin Advent, we light the first purple candle, symbolizing hope. Its flame reminds us that God's promises shine even in times of darkness. This week, take time to pray, trust in God's faithfulness and prepare your heart for Christ's coming. May the light of hope guide us throughout this holy season of Advent. Visit the Diocese of Erie’s website for activities and ways to engage the season of Advent at www.ErieRCD.org/Advent.html. 

Week 2 – Peace
Second Sunday of Advent | December 6, 2026

The Second Candle of Advent: Peace
On the second Sunday of Advent, we light another purple candle, representing peace. Jesus, the Prince of Peace, calls us to bring his love into our homes, relationships and communities. As Christmas approaches, consider how you can offer forgiveness, show kindness and become an instrument of God's peace in a world longing for his presence. Visit the Diocese of Erie’s website for activities and ways to engage the season of Advent at www.ErieRCD.org/Advent.html.

Week 3 – Joy
Third Sunday of Advent (Gaudete Sunday) | December 13, 2026

The Third Candle of Advent: Joy
On Gaudete Sunday, we light the rose-colored candle, symbolizing joy. As Christmas draws near, the Church invites us to rejoice because the Lord is near. True Christian joy comes from knowing God's love and faithfulness. This week, share that joy through gratitude, generosity and encouragement, reminding others of the hope found in Christ our Savior. Visit the Diocese of Erie’s website for activities and ways to engage the season of Advent at www.ErieRCD.org/Advent.html.

Week 4 – Love

Fourth Sunday of Advent | December 20, 2026
The Fourth Candle of Advent: Love
As we light the fourth purple candle, we reflect on God's greatest gift: his love revealed through Jesus Christ. With Christmas just days away, Advent invites us to open our hearts more fully to Christ. May we reflect his love through compassion, generosity and service, especially toward those who are lonely, struggling or in need. Visit the Diocese of Erie’s website for activities and ways to engage the season of Advent at www.ErieRCD.org/Advent.html.




PASTOR ANNOUNCEMENTS – 10 SECONDS

Week 1 – Hope | November 29, 2026
Today we light the first Advent candle, representing hope. As we begin this sacred season, may we trust in God's promises and prepare our hearts to welcome Christ.

Week 2 – Peace | December 6, 2026
Today we light the second Advent candle, representing peace. May Christ, the Prince of Peace, guide our words and actions as we share his love with others.

Week 3 – Joy | December 13, 2026
Today is Gaudete Sunday! We light the rose-colored candle, representing joy. As Christmas approaches, let us rejoice in Christ's presence and share his joy with those around us.

Week 4 – Love | December 20, 2026
Today we light the fourth Advent candle, representing love. As Christmas approaches, may we open our hearts to Christ and share God's love with everyone we encounter.

PASTOR ANNOUNCEMENTS – 30 SECONDS

Week 1 – Hope | November 29, 2026
Today we begin the season of Advent by lighting the first purple candle, the candle of hope. This small flame reminds us that even in the darkest moments, God's light continues to shine. Advent invites us to slow down, turn toward Christ and place our trust in his promises. As we enter this holy season together, I encourage each of you to make time for prayer and reflection, allowing the hope of Christ to guide your hearts and homes.

Week 2 – Peace | December 6, 2026
As we light the second purple candle of our Advent wreath, we reflect on the gift of peace. Jesus comes into our world as the Prince of Peace, inviting us to be instruments of his love and reconciliation. During this busy season, peace can sometimes feel difficult to find. I encourage you to seek Christ in quiet moments of prayer and to share his peace through patience, forgiveness and kindness. May our homes and parish community reflect the peace that only Christ can bring.

Week 3 – Joy | December 13, 2026
Today we celebrate Gaudete Sunday, a special moment of rejoicing during Advent. We light the rose-colored candle as a reminder that Christmas is drawing near and the Lord is close to us. Christian joy is more than happiness; it is the deep assurance that God loves us and remains faithful, even through life's challenges. This week, I invite you to share the joy of Christ with someone who may need encouragement, kindness or a reminder that they are loved. Let our joy become a witness to our faith.

Week 4 – Love | December 20, 2026
Today we light the fourth and final candle of our Advent wreath, the candle of love. As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus, we are reminded of the extraordinary love God has for each of us. He sent his Son into the world so that we might know his mercy, grace and salvation. With Christmas just days away, I encourage you to look for opportunities to share that love, especially with those who may feel forgotten or alone. May our hearts be ready to welcome Christ and reflect his love to others.

