WE HOLD THESE TRUTHS
Announcements and Talking Points

PRE-JUNE 11 — GENERAL INTRODUCTION

10-SECOND ANNOUNCEMENT
As our nation prepares to celebrate America’s 250th anniversary, Catholics across the country are invited to participate in the “We Hold These Truths” campaign through prayer, Eucharistic adoration and works of mercy. Learn more on the Diocese of Erie website.

30-SECOND ANNOUNCEMENT
The Catholic bishops of the United States will consecrate our nation to the Sacred Heart of Jesus on June 11 as part of the national “We Hold These Truths” campaign leading into America’s 250th anniversary. The Diocese of Erie invites all parishioners to participate through prayer, Eucharistic adoration and acts of mercy for healing, unity and peace in our country. Visit the diocesan website to learn how you and your family can take part.

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENT
As the United States prepares to commemorate the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 2026, Catholics across the country are invited to participate in the national “We Hold These Truths” campaign. On June 11, the bishops of the United States will consecrate the nation to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, praying for healing, unity and renewal in our country. The Diocese of Erie encourages parishes, families and individuals to participate through Eucharistic adoration, prayer and works of mercy. Learn more and find resources at www.ErieRCD.org/250.html. 

JUNE 6–7 WEEKEND — ADORATION & WORKS OF MERCY FOCUS

10-SECOND ANNOUNCEMENT
This week, consider participating in the “We Hold These Truths” campaign through Eucharistic adoration and acts of mercy as we prepare for the June 11 consecration of our nation to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.

30-SECOND ANNOUNCEMENT
As we approach the June 11 consecration of the United States to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the Diocese of Erie invites you to participate in “We Hold These Truths” through Eucharistic adoration and works of mercy. Spend time before the Blessed Sacrament, volunteer locally, support those in need or participate in parish outreach efforts. Together, we pray for healing, unity and peace in our nation. Visit the diocesan website to learn more and report your participation.

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENT
Catholics throughout the Diocese of Erie are invited to participate in “We Hold These Truths,” a national initiative leading into America’s 250th anniversary. As the bishops prepare to consecrate the United States to the Sacred Heart of Jesus on June 11, parishioners are encouraged to participate in Eucharistic adoration and acts of mercy throughout the weeks ahead. Individuals, families and parish groups are invited to report their hours of adoration and works of mercy through the diocesan website as we join Catholics across the country in prayer for healing and unity. Visit www.ErieRCD.org/250.html for resources and opportunities to participate.

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS JUNE 11- JULY 4

10-SECOND ANNOUNCEMENT
Continue participating in “We Hold These Truths” through prayer, Eucharistic adoration and works of mercy as we celebrate our faith and religious freedom during this anniversary year.

30-SECOND ANNOUNCEMENT
The Diocese of Erie continues to invite the faithful to participate in “We Hold These Truths,” a national initiative celebrating America’s 250th anniversary through prayer and service. Parishioners are encouraged to spend time in Eucharistic adoration, participate in acts of mercy and pray for healing and unity in our nation. Together, we witness to the enduring gift of religious freedom and our call to live as disciples of Jesus Christ. Visit the diocesan website for ways to participate.

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENT
Throughout the weeks leading to July 4, the Diocese of Erie invites all Catholics to continue participating in “We Hold These Truths” through Eucharistic adoration, prayer and works of mercy. This national campaign commemorating America’s 250th anniversary calls Catholics to renew their faith and pray for unity, peace and healing in our country. Parishioners are encouraged to participate locally and report their hours of adoration and acts of mercy through the diocesan website. As we celebrate the gift of religious freedom, may we continue living as faithful disciples of Christ during this special year and beyond. Learn more at www.ErieRCD.org/250.html.

WE HOLD THESE TRUTHS — GENERAL TALKING POINTS
· The Diocese of Erie is participating in the national “We Hold These Truths” initiative led by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops.
· The campaign commemorates the 250th anniversary of the United States and invites Catholics to pray for healing, unity and peace in our nation.
· On June 11, the bishops of the United States will consecrate the nation to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.
· Catholics across the Diocese of Erie are encouraged to participate through prayer, Eucharistic adoration and works of mercy.
· The primary diocesan initiative is 250 Hours of Adoration throughout the Diocese of Erie.
· Every hour spent before the Blessed Sacrament becomes part of a nationwide effort of prayer and renewal.
· Parishes may participate through holy hours, Eucharistic adoration opportunities and other parish prayer initiatives.
· Individuals and parish groups are also encouraged to participate in 250 Works of Mercy rooted in the Corporal Works of Mercy.
· Examples of participation may include volunteering, supporting outreach ministries, helping families in need or serving local communities.
· The campaign invites Catholics to deepen their relationship with Christ through both prayer and service.
· Participants are encouraged to report their hours of adoration and works of mercy through the diocesan website so the Diocese of Erie can be included in the national effort.
· This anniversary year is an opportunity to reflect on the gift of religious freedom and our call to faithfully live the Gospel in our communities.
· May this special year inspire all of us to continue living as missionary disciples of Jesus Christ well beyond the anniversary celebration.
· Additional resources, prayers and participation opportunities are available at www.ErieRCD.org/250.html.
