International Needs Collection – Talking Points

· The International Needs Collection will be taken up May 23–24 in parishes across the Diocese of Erie. 

· This collection supports three important efforts of the Church worldwide: 
· The Church in Central and Eastern Europe 
· Catholic Relief Services (CRS) 
· The Church in Africa 

· Through this collection, the Church: 
· Provides humanitarian aid to those affected by war and natural disasters 
· Assists those facing poverty and persecution 
· Supports the formation of priests, religious, and lay leaders 
· Helps build and sustain faith communities around the world 

· This is a way for us, as Catholics, to live out the Gospel call to: 
· Feed the hungry 
· Clothe the naked 
· Care for those in need, wherever they may be 

· The impact of this collection extends far beyond our local community—it supports the global Church and those most in need

· Even a small gift can make a meaningful difference 

· In addition to giving, the faithful are encouraged to pray for those served by this collection 

· Call to action:
Please consider a generous gift during the International Needs Collection on May 23–24

