Bulletin Announcements
Black Catholic History Month- November


Week 1 — October 31/November 1

50-word announcement
November is Black Catholic History Month, a time to celebrate the faith, history and contributions of Black Catholics who have helped shape the Church for generations. Throughout November, the Diocese of Erie invites Catholics to discover these inspiring stories, both nationally and locally. Learn more at eriercd.org/BCHM.html.

150-word announcement
Each November, the Catholic Church celebrates Black Catholic History Month, recognizing the remarkable faith, contributions and enduring legacy of Black Catholics throughout history. Established in 1990, this observance honors generations of men and women who helped build parishes, establish schools, found religious communities and serve those in need, often while facing discrimination and adversity.

November was chosen for its significant Catholic observances, including All Saints Day and the feast of St. Martin de Porres, whose life exemplified humility, charity and service.
Black Catholics have been part of the Catholic Church in what is now the United States for more than 450 years. Their stories are an essential part of Catholic history, including here in northwestern Pennsylvania.

Throughout November, the Diocese of Erie invites parishioners to learn about the people, places and experiences that shaped Black Catholic history and continue to inspire the Church.
Visit eriercd.org/BCHM.html for resources and information.

Week 2 — November 7/8

50-word announcement
During Black Catholic History Month, the Diocese of Erie celebrates remarkable Black Catholic leaders whose faith helped shape the Church. Mother Mary Lange, Venerable Augustus Tolton and Sister Thea Bowman demonstrated extraordinary courage, perseverance and service. Discover their inspiring stories and lasting contributions to Catholic history at eriercd.org/BCHM.html.

150-word announcement
Throughout American history, Black Catholics have demonstrated extraordinary faith, courage and perseverance, leaving a lasting impact on the Catholic Church. During Black Catholic History Month, the Diocese of Erie recognizes several remarkable individuals whose lives continue to inspire generations.
Venerable Mother Mary Lange founded the Oblate Sisters of Providence in 1829, establishing the first permanent congregation of African American women religious in the United States. Her dedication to education and service opened doors for generations of children.

Born into slavery, Venerable Augustus Tolton overcame tremendous obstacles to pursue his vocation, becoming the first recognized African American Catholic priest.

Servant of God Sister Thea Bowman, a religious sister, educator and evangelist, celebrated the spirituality, culture and gifts of Black Catholics while encouraging greater understanding and unity within the Church.

Their stories remind Catholics that faith and perseverance can transform lives and communities.
Discover more about these remarkable witnesses at eriercd.org/BCHM.html.

Week 3 — November 14/15

50-word announcement
Black Catholic history is also part of the Diocese of Erie's history. In 1948, Immaculate Conception Church became a spiritual home for Erie's Black Catholic community, where generations worshipped, raised families and built lasting friendships. Discover this important chapter of local Catholic history at eriercd.org/BCHM.html.

150-word announcement
Black Catholic History Month offers an opportunity to recognize an important chapter in the history of the Diocese of Erie. During the 1940s, Erie's growing Black Catholic community sought a spiritual home where families could worship together and celebrate their faith.

In 1942, Black Catholic layman Henri Ellman approached Father Paul Obenrader with the hope of establishing a parish for Erie's Black Catholic community. On December 8, 1946, Mass was celebrated at the Lake City Dwellings social center, marking an important milestone in the community's development.

In 1948, Immaculate Conception Church was completed on East 16th Street. For generations, the parish became a place of faith, family, music, fellowship and tradition.

Although the parish has since closed, former parishioners continue to remember the close-knit community and lasting relationships formed there.

Discover the people and stories that shaped Black Catholic history in northwestern Pennsylvania at eriercd.org/BCHM.html.

Week 4 — November 21/22

50-word announcement
Meet the Saintly Seven! Seven African American Catholics are on the path to sainthood, each offering an extraordinary example of faith, courage, perseverance and service. During Black Catholic History Month, discover their inspiring lives and pray for the advancement of their causes for canonization. Visit eriercd.org/BCHM.html.

150-word announcement
During Black Catholic History Month, the Diocese of Erie invites Catholics to discover the Saintly Seven, seven African American men and women whose causes for canonization are underway. Their remarkable lives offer powerful examples of holiness, perseverance and service to others.
The Saintly Seven include Venerable Pierre Toussaint, known for his generosity to the poor; Venerable Mother Mary Lange, a pioneer in Catholic education; Venerable Henriette DeLille, founder of the Sisters of the Holy Family; and Venerable Augustus Tolton, a pioneering African American priest.

Also among them are Servant of God Julia Greeley, remembered for her extraordinary charity; Servant of God Sister Thea Bowman, an educator and evangelist; and Servant of God Martin Maria de Porres Ward, a Franciscan priest and missionary.

Each answered God's call through a life of faith and service.

Learn their stories and pray for the advancement of their causes at eriercd.org/BCHM.html.
Week 5 — November 28/29

50-word announcement
As Black Catholic History Month concludes, the Diocese of Erie encourages Catholics to continue learning, listening and celebrating the contributions of Black Catholics. Their stories of faith, perseverance and service remain an important part of the Church's history. Black Catholic history is Catholic history. Visit eriercd.org/BCHM.html.

150-word announcement
As Black Catholic History Month comes to a close, the Diocese of Erie invites Catholics to reflect on the remarkable faith, contributions and experiences of Black Catholics throughout history.
From national leaders who established religious communities, advanced Catholic education and served those in need to the families who built a vibrant Catholic community at Immaculate Conception Church in Erie, these stories reflect generations of faith, perseverance and dedication.

In 2024, members of Erie's Black Catholic community participated in a diocesan listening session, sharing memories of family, worship and fellowship, along with experiences of hardship and loss. Their reflections emphasized the importance of community and the enduring centrality of the Eucharist.

Remembering this history means celebrating contributions, acknowledging challenges and preserving stories for future generations.
May the lessons of Black Catholic History Month inspire continued learning, understanding and unity throughout the year.

Black Catholic history is Catholic history. Visit eriercd.org/BCHM.html to learn more. 

