
The history of Black Catholics in the Diocese of Erie is a story of faith, perseverance and a deep desire to belong.
In the 1940s, Black Catholics in Erie sought a place where they could worship, raise their families in the faith and build a
community of their own. Among those who helped make that vision a reality was Henri Ellman, a Black Catholic layman
who worked as a redcap at Erie's Union Station.

In 1942, Ellman approached Father Paul Obenrader about establishing a Catholic parish for Erie's Black community. His
efforts helped begin a journey that would leave a lasting mark on the local Church.

Learn more about Black Catholic History Month and the Saintly
Seven on the path to sainthood.
Visit www.eriercd.org/bchm.html or scan the QR code.

http://www.eriercd.org/bchm.html
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