Pastor Announcements
Black Catholic History Month- November

Week 1 — October 31/November 1

10-second announcement
November is Black Catholic History Month. Throughout the month, the Diocese of Erie invites Catholics to celebrate the faith, history and contributions of Black Catholics who have helped shape the Church.

30-second announcement
November is Black Catholic History Month, a time to recognize and celebrate the contributions of Black Catholics throughout the history of the Church. Established in 1990, this observance honors generations of Catholics whose faith, leadership and service have helped shape Catholic communities across the United States, including here in northwestern Pennsylvania. Throughout November, the Diocese of Erie invites everyone to learn more about this important history and the remarkable people who helped shape it.

Week 2 — November 7/8

10-second announcement
During Black Catholic History Month, the Diocese of Erie celebrates Black Catholic leaders whose courage, perseverance and faith helped shape the Church, including Mother Mary Lange, Father Augustus Tolton and Sister Thea Bowman.

30-second announcement
As Black Catholic History Month continues, the Diocese of Erie recognizes remarkable men and women whose faith and perseverance helped shape the Catholic Church in America. Mother Mary Lange founded a religious congregation dedicated to education and service. Venerable Augustus Tolton overcame extraordinary barriers to become a Catholic priest. Sister Thea Bowman celebrated the gifts and spirituality of Black Catholics. Their lives remind Catholics that faith, courage and service can leave a lasting impact on generations to come.

Week 3 — November 14/15

10-second announcement
Black Catholic history is also part of the Diocese of Erie's history. In 1948, Immaculate Conception Church became a spiritual home for Erie's Black Catholic community, leaving a legacy of faith, family and fellowship.

30-second announcement
Black Catholic History Month provides an opportunity to recognize an important chapter in the history of the Diocese of Erie. In the 1940s, Black Catholic layman Henri Ellman helped advocate for a parish community where Erie's Black Catholics could worship together. In 1948, Immaculate Conception Church opened on East 16th Street, becoming a spiritual home for generations of families. Although the parish has since closed, its legacy of faith, fellowship and community remains an important part of Catholic history in northwestern Pennsylvania.

Week 4 — November 21/22

10-second announcement
During Black Catholic History Month, Catholics are invited to learn about the Saintly Seven, seven African American Catholics on the path to sainthood whose lives of faith, courage and service continue to inspire the Church.

30-second announcement
As Black Catholic History Month continues, the Diocese of Erie invites Catholics to learn about the Saintly Seven, seven African American men and women whose causes for canonization are underway. Among them are Venerable Pierre Toussaint, Venerable Mother Mary Lange, Venerable Augustus Tolton and Servant of God Sister Thea Bowman. Each demonstrated extraordinary faith through prayer, perseverance and service to others. Their lives remind Catholics that everyone is called to holiness. Please pray for the advancement of their causes and take time to discover their inspiring stories.

Week 5 — November 28/29

10-second announcement
As Black Catholic History Month concludes, the Diocese of Erie encourages Catholics to continue learning, listening and celebrating the contributions of Black Catholics. Their history is an important part of the history of the Church.

30-second announcement
As Black Catholic History Month comes to a close, the Diocese of Erie invites Catholics to continue reflecting on the faith, contributions and experiences of Black Catholics throughout history. From national leaders who helped shape the Church to the families who built a vibrant Catholic community here in Erie, their stories deserve to be remembered and shared. May this month inspire a continued commitment to listening, learning and recognizing the dignity and gifts of every member of the Body of Christ. Black Catholic history is Catholic history.

