
2025 Retirement Fund for Religious   

 
Parish Appeal/Pulpit Announcement 

Please read from the pulpit or include with the weekly announcements. 

Today’s special collection supports the Retirement Fund for Religious, which helps more than 20,500 
elderly sisters, brothers, and religious order priests who have spent their lives in service—many 
receiving little to no pay. Now, their communities struggle to meet their basic care, medication, and 
daily living needs. Your generosity ensures they can age with dignity. Please give in gratitude for 
their lifelong commitment. Please scan this QR code to donate to the Sisters today.  

 
Mass Resources 

December 13-14, 2025 - Third Sunday of Advent (Year A) 

Readings:  Is 35:1-6a, 10 /   Jas 5:7-10 /   Mt 11:2-11  
 

Bulletin Announcements 

Week before the collection – Dec. 7, 2025 

A lifetime of service deserves care in return. “Thanks to your generosity, we can provide 
the very best care to the sisters in our community,” says Sister M. Stephanie Belgeri, 73, a 
member of the Sisters of St. Francis of the Martyr St. George in Alton, Illinois. Donations to 
the Retirement Fund for Religious provide housing, medical assistance, and essential 
support for thousands of aging religious. Please consider giving next week. 
 
Week of the collection – Dec. 14, 2025 

They gave their lives in service—now they need your help. For decades, women and 
men religious have cared for others, teaching, praying, and serving those in need. Many 
now face retirement without sufficient savings. Your support ensures they receive the care 
and dignity they deserve. Let us now offer them the dignity they have so selflessly granted 
to others. Your generosity today is not just a donation—it's a way of thanking them for their 
lifelong service. Please give to the Retirement Fund for Religious by scanning this  
QR code.  
 
 

Week after the collection – Dec. 21, 2025 

Heartfelt gratitude for your generosity! “Thank you very much for your donations, 
always,” says Sister Olivia Bellegante, 93, a member of the Franciscan Sisters of Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help in St. Louis, Missouri. Your gift directly impacts thousands of senior 
religious, providing the support they need in their later years.   

 


