
World Mission Sunday
Bulletin Announcements


The week before World Mission Sunday — Oct. 10-11

One in Christ, United in Mission
Next Sunday, Oct. 18, Catholics throughout the world will celebrate the 100th anniversary of World Mission Sunday. This year's theme, One in Christ, United in Mission, reminds us that through baptism, every Catholic shares in the Church's missionary call. Our prayers and gifts help sustain 1,130 mission dioceses and territories around the world, supporting seminarians, religious sisters, catechists, children, health care and the building up of the Church in places where it is young, poor or persecuted. 

Here in the Diocese of Erie, that same missionary spirit has taken a special form for 55 years through the Mission of Friendship with the Archdiocese of Yucatán, México. Today, the mission includes 84 families participating in the Amigos Family Sponsorship Program and 14 parishes connected through sister-parish relationships.
 
This centennial year also recalls the missionary legacy of Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen, who served as national director of the Pontifical Mission Societies from 1950-1966 and called the missions his "greatest love." 

World Mission Sunday — Oct. 17-18

100 Years of Mission — 55 Years of Friendship
This weekend, Catholics around the world celebrate the 100th anniversary of World Mission Sunday. Our prayers and generosity join the Diocese of Erie to a worldwide Church supporting 1,130 mission dioceses and territories. Through the Pontifical Mission Societies, missionary work today supports approximately 844,000 catechists, 87,977 seminarians, 258,540 religious sisters, 26 million children, 12,000 health centers and 8,750 shelters. 

For the Diocese of Erie, mission is also personal. This year marks the 55th anniversary of the Mission of Friendship, the relationship established in 1971 between the Diocese of Erie and the Archdiocese of Yucatán. Through family sponsorships, sister parishes, programs for children and families and opportunities for service, generations of Catholics in northwest Pennsylvania and Yucatán have shared their faith, friendship and gifts with one another. 

This year's anniversaries are especially meaningful as the Church celebrates Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen's missionary legacy. As national director of the Pontifical Mission Societies, Sheen helped raise the equivalent of $2.1 billion in today's dollars for the missions and introduced the World Mission Rosary, inviting Catholics to embrace the entire world in prayer. One in Christ, united in mission, we continue that work today.










World Mission Sunday
Pastor Announcements


Oct. 11 — One week before World Mission Sunday

10-second announcement:
Next Sunday is World Mission Sunday. Please join Catholics around the world in prayer and generosity for more than 1,100 mission dioceses and territories supported through the Pontifical Mission Societies. 

30-second announcement:
Next Sunday, Oct. 18, Catholics around the world will celebrate the 100th anniversary of World Mission Sunday. Our prayers and gifts help Pope Leo XIV support 1,130 missionary dioceses and territories where the Church may be young, poor, persecuted or unable to sustain herself. This year, we also remember the missionary legacy of Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen, who devoted years of his ministry to strengthening the missions of the Church. 

Oct. 18 — World Mission Sunday

10-second announcement:
This weekend is World Mission Sunday. Please give generously to help support missionaries, seminarians, religious sisters, catechists, schools, health care and parishes throughout the world. 

30-second announcement:
This weekend, we celebrate the 100th anniversary of World Mission Sunday. Through today’s collection, Catholics help support 1,130 mission dioceses and territories around the world, providing for evangelization, seminarian and religious formation, catechists, schools, health care and the building up of local Churches. Here in the Diocese of Erie, we also celebrate 55 years of the Mission of Friendship, reminding us that mission is not something distant, but something our own diocesan family has lived for generations. 

Oct. 25 — Continuing the mission

10-second announcement:
Thank you for supporting World Mission Sunday. Our missionary responsibility continues through prayer, generosity and the everyday witness of our faith. 

30-second announcement:
Thank you for your prayers and generosity on World Mission Sunday. The mission does not end with one collection or one Sunday. Every baptized person is called to carry the Gospel forward through prayer, sacrifice, generosity and the witness of daily life. As the Diocese of Erie continues its 55-year Mission of Friendship with the Church in Yucatán, may we continue to live as one Church — one in Christ, united in mission. 

