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Bringing Faith, Hope and Charity to Life

Helping the Neediest, at the Time of their Most Urgent Need

>>>  Photos from our Club CC Night
>>>  Students work and sacrifice for donations to Catholic Charities

Leaf through for more:

Thus far in 2018, Catholic Charities has granted $183,232.41 to Catholic Charities 
affiliates and Catholic Charities diocesan ministries. These funds, made possible through 
the annual Catholic Charities fundraising event, as well as donations from generous 
donors, help people most in need throughout the Diocese of Erie.

DID YOU KNOW?

Faithful to Christ’s mission of love, Catholic Charities 
Counseling and Adoption Services (CCCAS) serves 
communities throughout the Catholic Diocese of Erie. A 
ten thousand square mile area makes the Diocese of Erie 
the largest in the state of Pennsylvania. And throughout 
most of this territory, CCCAS is there to help.

Their mission is to provide professional counseling and 
adoption services and other programs that educate, affirm 
and support individuals of all faiths to achieve their fullest 
human potential.

Real Alternatives is one way they do that. This important 
program offers training, support, child care, education and 
tangible items to expectant mothers who may be scared 
and unsure of their ability to raise a child. These free 
pregnancy support services empower women to choose 
childbirth instead of abortion.

Counseling is another way that CCCAS helps thousands 
of individuals throughout the diocese. With eleven office 

Proceeds from the recent Club CC Night fundraising event, as well as outright 
donations throughout the year, enable Catholic Charities, Inc. to award grants to 
affiliate agencies like Catholic Charities Counseling and Adoption Services (CCCAS). 
Dale DeMarco, Chair of the Catholic Charities board of directors; Joe Haas, Chief 
Executive Officer of CCCAS; and Ann Badach, Executive Director of Catholic Charities, 
Inc. celebrate a recent grant that provides emergency assistance to CCCAS clients.  — CONTINUED —



Students at St. Jude School, Erie, completed a special Lenten project of alms giving, prayer 
and sacrifice this year. 

Second and sixth graders embraced the true spirit of Lent with a project to benefit 
Catholic Charities. Students gave up their free recess time to make Sacrifice Beads and 
then sold them during Ice Cream Days. Students were asked to forgo their ice cream treats 
and purchase a Sacrifice Bead instead. 

Hundreds of the prayer beads were 
sold to support the good works of 
Catholic Charities to people most in 
need throughout our diocese.

The generosity of students and families 
was overwhelming and $656.61 was 
raised for Catholic Charities.

Thank you, St. Jude students!

Agencies and 
Services:

Good Samaritan Center  
Shelter for Temporarily Homeless Men; 
Food Referrals; Thrift Store

St. Martin Center  
Emergency Assistance; Early Learning 
Center; Financial Counseling; 
Housing Counseling

Prince of Peace Center  
Soup Kitchen; Budget Counseling; 
Thrift Store; Food Distribution; 
Home Case Management & Life Skills

St. Elizabeth Center  
Food Pantry; Thrift Store, Referral Services

Counseling & Adoption Services
Professional Counseling; Pregnancy 
Counseling; Problem Gambling 
Counseling; Anger Management Groups; 
Sexual Abstinence Program; Adoption 
Services; Refugee Resettlement

Christ the King Manor  
Continuing Care Retirement Community; 
Skilled Nursing Care, Personal Care, 
Alzheimer Units, Rehabilitation Services, 
Home Support and Independent 
Living Cottages

Saint John XXIII Home  
Assisted Living; Respite; 
Physical Therapy; Alzheimer Services; 
Long-Term Care; Occupational Therapy

Harborcreek Youth Services
Campus-Based Residential Facilities; 
Assessment/Diagnostic Services; Private 
Education; Drug and Alcohol Counseling; 
Community Service; Work Experience; 
Multi-systemic Therapy and Therapeutic 
Foster Care; Campus Ministry

PASTORAL SERVICES
Family Life: Pre-Cana; Engagement 
Encounter; NOVA; Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter; “Families Always Matter”; 
Family Perspectives; Transitions; 
Divorce Ministry

Disabilities: Deaf Ministry; 
Parish Advocacy; Spiritual Enrichment; 
Victorious Missionaries; J.O.Y. Ministries

Social Justice and Life: 
Justice & Peace Respect Life Advocacy

Mission: Mission of Friendship; 
Propagation of the Faith; Mission 
Education; Holy Childhood Association

Rural: Pastoral & Ecumenical Outreach; 
Spiritual Support; Parish Education; 
Retreats/Enrichment Day Programs; 
Faith Sharing Groups

Focus on...
Young Donors

Catholic Charities recognizes and appreciates the creativity of the 5th grade religious 
education class at St. John the Evangelist Church in Girard. Earlier this year they painted 
inspirational words on stones and sold them after Masses. 

Funds raised were given to Catholic Charities to help victims of natural disasters along 
with a note that said, “May God bless you and the victims that you are helping.”

Ann Badach says, “I am moved to see how good and generous you are to take such  
       positive action to make a difference in the lives of those who  
       face many hardships from flooding, hurricanes,  
               tornadoes and other natural disasters. It  
              is through your generosity and continued  
            prayer that they feel hope.”

         Catholic Charities offices throughout the  
                  United States are committed to helping individuals  
              and families who are victims of natural disasters.  
    One hundred percent of donations collected locally for  
   natural disasters that occur in the United States is sent directly to  
         Catholic Charities USA, who work directly with the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops (USCCB) in disseminating the funds.

Inspiration Rocks!

The Gift of Sacrifice

5th 

grade
rs

 ROCK
!!

Focus on...
Helping the Neediest

locations, therapists provide individual, family or couple 
counseling and, unique to the Erie office, addictions 
counseling. 
                   
A sliding scale is offered for individuals without insurance, 
or whose insurance deductibles are too high. In fact, no 
one at CCCAS has ever been turned away from counseling 
services because of an inability to pay. That is the hallmark 
of  ‘charity’ in their name.

But as director Joe Haas explains, CCCAS offices do more 
than counseling and adoption services.

“Emergency assistance is a way for us to extend the reach 
of Catholic Charities,” Joe explains.  An answering service 
fields emergency calls that come in overnight while regular 
staff handle calls that come during the day. Imagine an 
individual fleeing from an abusive spouse in the middle 
of the night or a family who needs help just to be able to 
purchase beds for their children. 

Joe says, “We are here for people in need. If we don’t have 
the service, we refer them to get the help they need.” In 
responding to why CCCAS provides all these services, Joe 
says, “It goes to the mission of the Church. We help the 
neediest, at the time of their most urgent need.”
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CCCAS CAN HELP PEOPLE IN THEIR TIME 
OF CRISIS because of the financial support pro-
vided from Catholic Charities, Inc. Proceeds from the 
annual Catholic Charities fundraising event, as well 
as outright donations throughout the year, enables 
Catholic Charities to award grants to affiliate agencies 
like CCCAS. CCCAS has used these important funds to 
provide emergency housing, rent and utility assis-
tance, appliances and bedding, food, baby items and 
even photo IDs. 

To support the work of the counseling agency or any 
other agency within the Catholic Charities network, 
visit www.ErieRCD.org/charities. 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES COUNSELING 
AND ADOPTION SERVICES IS HERE 
TO HELP YOU OR A LOVED ONE 
regardless of where you live within the 
boundaries of the Erie Roman Catholic 
Diocese.  Eleven office locations provide 
ample opportunity to access an array of 
services available to people regardless of 
their religious affiliation. If you, or someone 
you know, is looking for help or guidance, 
contact the CCCAS office nearest to you. 
Visit their website at www.cccas.org.

— CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE —



Thank you for your support of our annual fundraising event!

The Rutkowskis with Catholic Charities Executive 
Director, Ann Badach, and Bishop Persico

2018 Helping Hands Awardees:
Ann and Charlie 
Rutkowski

Host Chaircouple, Meg and John Britton 

with Bishop Lawrence Persico

Guests are eagerly waiting for check-in at Club CC Night! 

Ann Rutkowski warmly 
welcomes the guests. 

The Catholic Charities staff is all smiles!

The Catholic Charities Board of Directors

club CC
n i g h t

Event chairperson, Dawn Schaaf, (far right) mingles with guests. 

Guests are settling in and enjoying the relaxing lounge area. 

Bishop Persico addresses the Club CC crowd. 

Guests enjoy a delicious tableside dinner.

2018 Helping Hands 
Award recipients receive 
their award from Bishop 
Persico and Ann Badach.

Local comedienne, 
Sr. Agnes, passes the 
basket...for a good cause!

Guests dance the night away!

Cleveland-based DJ, 
Brent Schmidt,

entertains the crowd! 

SAve 

the 

date

CLUB CC NIGHT 2019: MAY 11



Focus on...
Thank You, Donors! (January 1, 2018 - June 30, 2018)

Anonymous
Abbey of the Genesee
Ms. Eleanor N. Agnello
Mr. and Mrs. Jay W. Alberstadt, Jr.
Deacon and Mrs. Anthony Alleruzzo
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory T. Badach
Mr. and Mrs. James Bahm
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Baker
Mr. and Mrs. Jack G. Banister
John and Bridget Barber
Ms. Brittany Barko
Mr. Joseph A. Bartek
Mr. and Mrs. Pete Basista
Dr. and Mrs. Warren Beaver
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Bello
Mr. Christopher Beran
The Estate of Rev. Msgr. William Biebel
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Bird
BKD, LLP
Mr. Thomas Bloom
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Bloomstine
Mr. and Mrs. James L. Bogniak
Mr. Brian W. Bolash
Ed and Dee Dee Bolt
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Bosner
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Britton
Deacon and Mrs. Richard C. Brogdon
Mrs. Mary Ann Brugger
Brugger Funeral Homes & Crematory, LLP
Building Systems, Incorporated
Burton Funeral Homes & Crematory
Mr. Nathan Burtt
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Busko
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Carroll
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Caryl
Cathedral Preparatory School and 
 Villa Maria Academy
Catholic Foundation of Northwest   
 Pennsylvania
Catholic Rural Ministry of Oil City Deanery
Deacon Joseph R. Cicero
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew P. Clark
Ms. Lisa Coburn
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Cooney
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Coppola
Country Fair, Inc.
Terry and Lisa Dach
Dailey Supply, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Mark DeAngelo
Ms. Grace DeCecco
Mr. and Mrs. William L. DeLuca
Mr. Dale R. DeMarco
Patrick and Donna DeMarco

DeMarco Wachter & Company
Dr. Michael DeSanctis and 
 Dr. Kelli DeSanctis
Fr. John Detisch
Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Devlin
Mr. and Mrs. John Dey
Mr. and Mrs. David DiSanza
Ms. Tammy DiStefano
Doleski/Wolford Orthodontics
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Donikowski
Patrick and Abby Doyle
Mr. James J. Duratz
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Durney
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Ehrman
Erie Bank
Erie DAWN
Erie Insurance Group
Erie Restoration, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Fabrizio
Ms. Nina Ferraro
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Fessler
Chris and Mary Fette
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Figurski
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph S. Flecher
Mr. Tobie Foster and Mrs. Lisa 
 Chimenti-Foster
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy E. Fremer
Deacon and Mrs. Stephen T. Frezza
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Gaines
Mr. John Galla
Mr. and Mrs. James Gallagher
Fr. Leo Gallina
Mr. and Mrs. James W. Garvey
Mr. and Mrs. Philip W. Gasiewicz
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Guab
Mr. David Gonzalez
Jim and Diane Gotch
Fr. James Gutting
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Haas
Mr. Brent Heckman
Mr. and Mrs. George Heigel
Mr. and Mrs. David Heinzer
Mrs. Christine Hess
Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield
 and Allegheny Health Network’s 
 Saint Vincent Hospital
Bill and Becky Hilbert
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew J. Hodas
Mr. and Mrs. Jack R. Holland
Home Instead Senior Care
Ms. Cynthia Farabaugh-Hood
Deacon and Mrs. Edward R. 
 Horneman, II

Mr. Mark Horstman and Mrs. Karen  
 Burton-Horstman
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Hosterman
Hubbard-Bert, Inc.
Hudson Group, Inc.
Industrial Sales & Mfg., Inc.
J. Bradley McGonigle Funeral Home &  
 Crematory, Inc.
Fr.  John Jacquel
Jefferson Educational Society
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Jenkins
Mr. Jim Karle
Ms. Amanda Karns
Rev. Msgr. Charles A. Kaza
Kelly Law Firm
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Kennedy
Mr. William King
Mr. and Mrs. Warren B. King
Ms. Phyllis Kirchner
Mr. Norbert Klebanski and 
 Mrs. Kathleen McCormick-Klebanski
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph P. Kloecker
Mrs. Joyce Ravnikar-Kulyk
Lake Erie College of Osteopathic   
 Medicine
Lakeshore Community Services
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Liberatore
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Little
Mr. Jay Little
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Loftus
Mr. John Lohse
Rev. Msgr. Edward Lohse
Brady and Renie Louis
Mr. and Mrs. Mark B. Louis
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Luteran
M Café
MacDonald, Illig, Jones & Britton LLP
Ms. Audrey Mack
Dr. and Mrs. Paul Malaspina
Mr. David Markiewicz
Marquette Savings Bank
Mr. Michael P. Martin
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Marx
Mary Maxwell
Mr. and Mrs. J. Scott McCain
Mark and Lisa McCain
The McCormick Family
Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey McGovern
Ms. Julie McLaughlin
Mercyhurst University
Mr. and Mrs. Richard S. Miller
Mrs. Erika Mora
Mr. David J. Murphy
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Thank You, Donors! (January 1, 2018 - June 30, 2018)

Fr.  John Murphy
National Fuel
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Nicotra, Jr.
Northwest Savings Bank
Mr. and Mrs. William M. O’Harrow
Deacon Richard and Tammy O’Polka
Mrs. M. Aloyse Ogorchock
Ms. Margie Olszewski
Mr. Philip C. Ouellette
Our Lady of Peace Parish
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Paglia
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Patora
Mr. and Mrs. John B. Pellegrino
Pennsylvania State University, 
 The Behrend College
The Most Rev. Lawrence Persico, JCL
Mrs. Maureen Peters
Chuck and Janet Peters
Ms. Angela Phillips
PNC Bank
Ms. Mary Porreco
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Presta
Mrs. Frances J. Pucharich
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Quinn
Quinn Law Firm
Ms. Beth L. Racine
Ms. Joyce Raybuck
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Rectenwald
Reddog Industries, Inc.
Dr. Richard L. Reichel, II
Reichel Dental
Fr.  David Renne
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Renshaw
RH Rutkowski Insurance, Inc.
Fr. Lawrence Richards
Frank and Mary Therese Riley
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Rogers
Fr. Nicholas Rouch
Sally Rouch
Ms. Natalie Rutkowski and Mr. Will Sutcliff
Mr. and Mrs. James J. Rutkowski, Sr.
Charlie and Ann Rutkowski
Ms. Maggie Rutkowski
James and Mary Rutkowski
Saint Jude School
Saint Mary’s Home of Erie
Mr. Jared Schaaf
Dawn and Dan Schaaf
Ms. Michelle Scheffler
Dr. and Mrs. M. Peter Scibetta
Mr. and Mrs. David Seyboldt
Mr. and Mrs. Charles P. Shaffer
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Shuttleworth

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Siggia
Fr. Christopher Singer
Sisters of Mercy, New York, Pennsylvania,  
 Pacific West
Mr. and Mrs. David A. Skellie
Slovak National Club
Mr. and Mrs. Gary A. Smith
Stan’s Garden Center
Mr. James Stewart
Bill and Diane Stumpf
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin T. Stumpf
Mrs. Catherine J. Sullivan
Colonel and Mrs. Philip W. Susann, M.D.
Ms. Pamela Swanson
Mr. and Mrs. Todd Swanson
Rev. Msgr. John Swoger
Dan and Mary Ann Tempestini
Ms. Michelle Tennant
The Erie Community Foundation
The Estate of John Biggins
The GE Foundation
The Plastek Group
The Reason For Our Hope Foundation
The Spiritual Family The Work
Fr. Richard Toohey
Christine and Jim Toohey
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Toohey
Mr. Khanh Tran
The Most Rev. Donald Trautman, STD SSL
UPMC Hamot
Mr. and Mrs. John Vanerstrom
Ms. Jean Ann Verdecchia
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Vereb
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Vicary
Vicary Insurance Agency
Mr. Matthew Wachter
Ms. Eileen T. and Ms. Carol Waldeck
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Walk
Mr. Marshal D. Wallace
Scott and Jen Wallen
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Ward
WeissEarley Landscape Design &   
 Contracting LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy R. Welsh
Mr. and Mrs. Michael C. Whitman
Ms. Sueann Wiest
Julie and Phil Wilson
WJET-TV, FOX 66 and yourerie.com
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Yatsko
Deacon and Mrs. Joseph A. Yochim, Jr.
Mr. John S. Young
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas S. Yucha
Mr. Michael Zaksheske

IN MEMORY OF
Mr. John Alleruzzo
 Deacon and Mrs. Anthony 
Alleruzzo
Ms. Elizabeth Biggins
 The Estate of John Biggins
Mr. Paul Brugger
 Mrs. Mary Ann Brugger
Mrs. Elizabeth Gossage
 The GE Foundation
Mr. James Heinzer
 Mr. and Mrs. David Heinzer
Mr. Mitchell Mack
 Ms. Audrey Mack
The Reverend Thomas Miler
 Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Hosterman
Mr. Stephen Miller
 Mr. and Mrs. John C. Bloomstine
 Building Systems, Incorporated
 Mr. and Mrs. Robert Carroll
 Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Fessler
 Mr. and Mrs. Charles Jenkins
 Ms. Phyllis Kirchner
 Dr. and Mrs. Paul Malaspina
 Mr. and Mrs. Richard S. Miller
 Mr. and Mrs. John C. Nicotra, Jr.
 Mr. and Mrs. William M. O’Harrow
 Mr. Philip C. Ouellette
 Ms. Mary Porreco
 Ms. Beth L. Racine
 Ms. Michelle Scheffler
 Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Ward
Mr. Charles Mitchell
 Anonymous
Mr. Jack Ogorchock
 Mrs. M. Aloyse Ogorchock
Mr. Gerald Peters
 Mrs. Maureen Peters
Mrs. Catherine Sullivan
 Mrs. Catherine J. Sullivan
Mr. John Verdecchia
 Ms. Jean Ann Verdecchia
The Rev. Msgr. Edward Zeitler
 Mrs. Frances J. Pucharich

IN HONOR OF   
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Bloom
 Mr. Thomas Bloom
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Rutkowski
 Ms. Julie McLaughlin
 Fr. David Renne
Mr. and Mrs. Gregg Soltis
 Mr. Jim Karle



SERVING PEOPLE OF ALL FAITHS

Bringing Faith, Hope and Charity to Life

429 East Grandview Blvd. • Erie, PA 16504
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MISSION STATEMENT
As Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Erie, we are witnesses and servants of Jesus 
Christ. Consistent with the teachings of the Catholic Church, we provide health care, 
social and pastoral services for those in need, regardless of faith. Catholic Charities is 
committed to the sacredness of human life and the betterment of society.
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Joseph Kloecker

Ann Rutkowski

Evelyn Seyboldt

Atty. Colleen Stumpf

Atty. James B. Toohey

Ann Badach, Executive Director

God Loves a Cheerful Giver
A cheerful and giving 
spirit infuses all that 
Brittany Barko does. 

Using her gifts in 
music ministry and 
music education, 
Brittany serves people 
in need as a music 
therapist, music 
teacher and a church 

musician, sometimes playing for five masses per weekend. 

But she still sought to do more.

Brittany credits her musical talent as a gift from God, so she 
uses part of the stipend she receives from that gift to give 
back to the church. “I’ve been in music ministry most of my 
life and I do a lot of work for the church, but I’m not always 
able to do service. In my discernment of how I can provide 
service when I don’t have the time, I decided to give some 
of my stipend back to the church.” She gives half of her 
tithe to her home parish, Our Lady of Mercy, and half to 
Catholic Charities. 

“I give to Catholic Charities because it reaches beyond the 
city to help people in need throughout the community. 
I feel called to help,” Brittany says.

Brittany set up her weekly gift to Catholic Charities almost 
a year ago to be automatically debited from her checking 
account. As an unrestricted gift, it allows Catholic Charities 
to respond to whatever the greatest need is at the time.

We are so grateful to all our recurring donors!

By becoming a monthly or weekly donor, you provide a 
dependable source of income we use to help our neighbors 

in need. When you donate to Catholic Charities, you help us 
to feed the hungry, provide shelter for the poor, 

assist those escaping abuse or violence and much more.  

Setting up your online donation is simple and secure and you 
can change your gift at any time. Making your gift a recurring 

donation from your checking account or credit card allows you 
to make a lasting impact. To make an online donation or read 

more stories of impact, visit www.ErieRCD.org/charities.

Did you know that you can 
set up a recurring donation?$


