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New 'doctors'

 Canonization of seven new saints – 
Oct. 21

The offi cial calendar of  saints’ feast days will 
grow Oct. 21 when Pope Benedict XVI canonizes 
seven men and women, including North Americans 
Mother Marianne Cope of  Molokai and  Kateri 
Tekakwitha, a Native American; Peter Calungsod, 
a young Filipino catechist martyred in Guam; and 
Anna Schaffer, a German lay Catholic.
 The canonization Mass will be one of  the fi rst 
big events of  the church's Year of  Faith, which is 
designed to commemorate the 50th anniversary of  
the opening of  the Second Vatican Council and to 
launch a strengthened commitment to the new evan-
gelization. 

All Saints – Nov. 1 (holy day of 
obligation)

Nov. 1 is the solemnity of  All Saints (All Saints’ 
Day), a feast for the multitude of  saints who have 
lived on earth and are now in heaven. It was insti-
tuted to honor all saints and martyrs, known and 
unknown.

All Souls’ Day – Nov. 2

Nov. 2 is the Commemoration of  All the Faithful 
Departed (All Souls’ Day), a time for special prayers 
for those who have died.  
 Bishop Lawrence Persico will celebrate Mass at 4 
p.m. at the Gate of  Heaven Cemetery Chapel, 5711 
West Lake Road in Erie, in commemoration of  All 
Souls’ Day, sponsored by Erie Diocesan Cemeteries
 For more information, call 814.838.7724 or visit 
www.eriedc.org.

Oct. 21 World Mission Sunday

Oct. 22 Blessed John Paul II (in Rome and
  Poland)

Oct. 23 St. John Capistrano

Oct. 24 St. Anthony Mary Claret

Nov. 1 All Saints (holy day of  obligation)

Nov. 2 Commemoration of  All the Faithful
  Departed (All Souls’ Day)

Nov. 3 St. Martin de Porres

Our Lady of Mercy, Harborcreek – Sunday, 
Oct. 28 at 11 a.m. 

St. Callistus, Kane – Sunday, Nov. 4 at 
10:30 a.m. 

St. Mark the Evangelist, Erie – Saturday, 
Nov. 17 at 5 p.m.

See YOUTH RALLY, page 3

By Jason Koshinskie
FaithLife editor

 BROCKWAY — Wearing 
a black and white track jack-
et embroidered with “Italia” 
across the chest, Enes Pinge 
stood in line anxiously wait-
ing to meet Bishop Lawrence 
Persico. 
 When Pinge arrived at the 
front of  the line, she greeted 
him by reverencing his ring. 
Clasping the bishop’s hand, 
she then gave him a friendly, 
Italian welcome. 
 “I called him my paisan,” 
said Pinge, a member of  St. 
Tobias Parish in Brockway. 
“It was like meeting the good 
Lord.” 
 Pinge was one of  several 
hundred people from the 

Faithful turn out to greet Bishop Persico at fi rst of  six events

Diocese of  Erie’s Eastern Vi-
cariate who attended a Mass 
and reception Oct. 9 at St. 

Tobias, which was the fi rst 
of  six meet-and-greet events 
with Bishop Persico through-

out the diocese. The event in 
Brockway was Bishop Persi-
co’s fi rst public Mass since his 
Oct. 1 ordination. 
 Notre Dame Parish in 
Hermitage hosted the second 
meet-and-greet event Oct. 
11. Four more will take place 
throughout the diocese Oct. 
22-24 (see sidebar on page 3). 
 “We were honored for our 
parish to be chosen to host 
this,” said Norma Gregoria, a 
St. Tobias parishioner. “We’re 
happy to see such a large turn-
out.” 
 She also had a glowing 
review of  the diocese’s new 
bishop. 
 “We’re thrilled,” Gregoria 
said. “We had a good bishop 
last time and I’m sure this one 
will do well. We’re praying for 

him.” 
 Members of  the Knight 
of  Columbus honor guard 
led a procession of  35 priests 
and Bishop Persico into a full 
church to begin Mass. 
 In his homily, the bishop 
said the evening’s Mass was 
an opportunity to pray that 
Jesus the Good Shepherd 
will lead us as we begin a new 
chapter in the life of  the dio-
cese. He also encouraged the 
faithful to participate in the 
Year of  Faith. He called Pope 
Benedict XVI’s new evangeli-
zation a “time for us to share 
our faith, like in the early 
church, in today’s culture.” 
 “We must rekindle in our-

Norma Gregoria from St. Tobias Parish greets Bishop Law-
rence Persico Oct. 9 in Brockway. The Mass and reception 
was the fi rst of six meet-and-greet events for Bishop Persico 
throughout the Diocese of Erie.

By Francis X. Rocca
Catholic News Service

 VATICAN CITY — Marking the 50th an-
niversary of  the opening of  the Second Vati-
can Council and the start of  a special Year of  
Faith, Pope Benedict XVI called on Catholics 
to revive the “authentic spirit” of  Vatican II by 
re-proposing the church’s ancient teachings to 
an increasingly Godless modern world. 
 The pope spoke at a special Mass in St. Pe-
ter’s Square Oct. 11, half  a century to the day 
after the opening ceremonies of  Vatican II. 
About 400 bishops from around the world, in-
cluding 15 of  the 70 surviving members of  the 
1962-65 council, attended.
 The observances featured ceremonies recall-
ing milestones of  Vatican II, including the en-
thronement of  a book of  the Gospels used at 
the original gathering and a re-presentation of  
the council’s fi nal “messages” to various cate-
gories of  lay Catholics, such as artists, workers 
and women.

Opening the Year of Faith 

At anniversary Mass, pope recalls 
‘authentic spirit’ of  Vatican II

 Vatican II, Pope Benedict said, had been 
“animated by a desire ... to immerse itself  anew 
in the Christian mystery so as to re-propose it 
fruitfully to contemporary man.” 

More than 600 people attended a Mass 
and reception Oct. 9 at St. Tobias Parish 
in Brockway for Bishop Lawrence Persico. 
The Mass was concelebrated by 35 priests 
from the Eastern Vicariate of the diocese.

By Abby Badach
FaithLife 

 ST. MARYS — Nearly 500 high 
school students from around the di-
ocese gathered at Elk County Cath-
olic High School in St. Marys Sept. 
30 for the diocesan High School 
Youth Rally. A jam-packed day of  
fun and faith, the annual rally gives 
teens an opportunity to dig a little 
deeper in their spiritual lives through 
energizing speakers, sacraments and 
time to connect with peers who also 
prioritize their Catholic identity.
 “The Holy Spirit sure seems to 
use these events to touch hearts,” 
said Father Steve Schreiber, director 
of  Youth and Young Adult Ministry 
for the Diocese of  Erie. “It’s great 
to know that our youth experience 
God’s reality—and his love—at 
a rally. Being with hundreds of  their 
peers also helps them to understand 
they are not living the faith alone or 

in a vacuum.”
 This year’s theme, “Jesus as True 
North,” challenged students to keep 
Christ as the guiding, constant force 
in their lives. That’s an important 
message for teenagers, said 15-year-

old Sam Whittaker, who attended 
this year’s rally with the youth 
group from Beloved Disciple Par-
ish in Grove City. He noted that the 

Nearly 500 teens from the diocese attended the High School Youth Rally 
Sept. 30 at Elk County Catholic High School in St. Marys. Left to right 
are Theresa Caulfi eld, Lily Peterson, Nick Hazelton, Anna Swick and 
Cassie Wolowic.

A high-energy speaker and musi-
cian, Cooper Ray challenged teens 
to keep Christ at the center of their 
lives. 
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Pilgrims attend a candlelight vigil in St. Peter's Square at 
the Vatican Oct. 11 to mark the 50th anniversary of the 
opening of the Second Vatican Council.

Pope adds two saints to 
list of  church ‘doctors’, 
page 2.

Election resources for Pennsylvania 
Catholics, insert page.

 A special 
issue of  Faith-
Life news bul-
letin dedicated 
to Bishop Law-
rence Persico 
will arrive in 
parishes Oct. 
27-28. This 
100-page, 
tabloid-sized 
edition will 
cover Bishop 
Persico’s 
ordination as the 10th bishop of  
the Diocese of  Erie and much more.

Special edition of FaithLife
on Bishop Persico 



By the Way...
Snippets of Catholic headlines 
and stories from around the world

Jason Koshinskie

from Catholic News Service

YEAR OF FAITH, from page 1

CLOCK REPAIR
Burdie’s Clock Shop
238 South Main St.
Cambridge Springs, PA 16403
(814) 398-8263

“We Make House Calls”

www.proximotravel.com 
email: anthony@proximotravel.com

Prices are ALL-INCLUSIVE W/ Airfare  
from anywhere in the continental USA  

Trips to Scotland, France, Ireland, Shrines of Europe and much 
more.. ranging from  $3,599—$4,699 for 2013. 

 
855-842-8001 |  814-479-4165 

Carmela A. Dupuis 
Executive Director

Italy/Switzerland: Apr. 6-18, Apr. 13-25, Apr. 20-May 2... 
Italy Regular: Apr. 6-14, Apr. 13-21, Apr. 20-28, Apr. 27-
May 5, May 4-12, May 11-19, May 18-26, May 25-Jun. 2...
Holy Land: Apr. 1-11, Apr. 8-18, Apr. 15-25 …  
Holy Land/Italy: Apr. 1-14, Apr. 8-21, Apr. 15-28, Apr. 22-
May 5, Apr. 29-May 12, May 6-19, May 13-26 …  
Italy South: Apr. 27-May 9, May 4-16, May 11-23…  
Austria/Germany/Switzerland: May 4-16, Jul. 6-18 …   

p@y
940 Park Ave., Meadville  (814) 337-2638

www.sacredjourneyvessels.com

We will help you design a metal urn. Made in America

IN THE U.S.

Nine states announce formation of religious  
 freedom caucuses

The need to defend religious liberty, a key issue this year for the 
U.S. Catholic bishops and other religious leaders, will now have a new 
venue for discussion and action in a handful of  state legislatures. Lead-
ers from nine states — Arizona, Colorado, Florida, Idaho, Kansas, 
Missouri, New Hampshire, Oklahoma and Tennessee — announced 
Oct . 9 that they would be part of  a new group of  state religious free-
dom caucuses to develop state policies to protect religious liberties. 
The initiative was spearheaded by the American Religious Freedom 
Program, which is part of  the Ethics and Public Policy Center, a Wash-
ington think tank.

AROUND THE WORLD 

Pope adds two saints to list of church 
 ‘doctors’ 

St. John of  Avila, 16th-century 
Spanish priest, and St. Hildegard of  
Bingen, a 12th-century German ab-
bess, have been added to the roster of  
doctors of  the universal church. Pope 
Benedict XVI proclaimed the new doc-
tors at Mass Oct. 7 in St. Peter’s Square. 
In his homily, the pope said that St. 
John, “a profound expert on the sacred 
Scriptures,” knew how to “penetrate in 
a uniquely profound way the mysteries 
of  the redemption worked by Christ 
for humanity.” Noting St. Hildegard’s 
knowledge of  medicine, poetry and 
music, the pope called her a “woman 
of  brilliant intelligence, deep sensitiv-
ity and recognized spiritual authority. 
The Lord granted her a prophetic spirit 
and fervent capacity to discern the signs 
of  the times.” The 35 doctors of  the 
church include saints honored for particularly important contributions 
to theology and spirituality.

U.S. bishops, at synod, talk of spirit and   
 practice of evangelization

Charitable works, rites of  passage and the cultural mixing pro-
duced by globalization all offer opportunities for bringing lapsed 
Catholics back into the fold, but success in such efforts depends on 
personal repentance and collective inspiration, U.S. bishops told a Vati-
can gathering Oct. 9. On the second working day of  the world Synod 
of  Bishops on the new evangelization, fi ve U.S. bishops addressed the 
spiritual conditions and the practical means of  reaching out to baptized 
Catholics who have drifted away from the faith. 
 “Globalization presents us with a providential moment for ad-
vancing the church’s mission of  transforming humanity into one family 

of  God,” Archbishop Jose Gomez of  Los Angeles told Pope Benedict 
XVI and the assembly of  bishops, religious superiors, offi cial observ-
ers and experts in the Vatican’s synod hall. However, the archbishop 
said, the fusion of  cultures resulting from the integration of  the world 
economy requires “new methods and new ways to help the men and 
women of  our times to practice their faith.” “We need to fi nd the ‘lan-
guage’ that best presents the traditional means of  sanctifi cation — the 
sacraments, prayer, works of  charity — in a way that is attractive and 
accessible to people living in the reality of  a globalized, secular, urban 
society,” Archbishop Gomez said.

Catholic leaders: Nobel Prize for medicine a  
 triumph for ethics

Catholic leaders in Europe hailed the decision to give a Nobel 
Prize to two pioneers of  adult stem-cell research as a triumph for eth-
ics. A statement from the Commission of  the Bishops’ Conferences of  
the European Com-
munity, known as 
COMECE, said that 
awarding the Nobel 
Prize in physiol-
ogy or medicine to 
John B. Gurdon and 
Shinya Yamanaka 
represented an “im-
portant milestone” 
in recognizing the 
superior potential 
of  adult stem-cell re-
search over destruc-
tive experimentation on human embryonic stem cells. 
 The Anscombe Bioethics Centre, an institute serving the Catholic 
Church in the United Kingdom and Ireland, also described the award 
as an “achievement of  great ethical signifi cance.” Said David Jones, 
director of  the Anscombe center in Oxford, England: “This technique 
offers hope of  progress in stem-cell research without relying on the un-
ethical destruction of  human embryos.

PEOPLE

Vatican court fi nds papal butler guilty,
 sentences him to 18 months

A three-judge panel of  Vatican jurists found 
Paolo Gabriele, the papal butler, guilty of  aggra-
vated theft and sentenced him to 18 months in 
jail for his role in leaking private papal correspon-
dence and other confi dential documents. The 
verdict was read Oct. 6 by Giuseppe Dalla Torre, 
president of  the three-judge panel, just two hours 
after the fourth and fi nal session of  the trial. The 
reading of  the verdict and sentence took less than 
fi ve minutes. Gabriele showed no emotion as the 
verdict was read, and afterward Vatican police led 
him to a side room while others exited the court-
room.

Shinya Yamanaka and John Gurdon 

Paolo Gabriele

St. Hildegard of Bingen is de-
picted on a gilded altarpiece 
inside the Rochuskapelle, a 
pilgrim church dedicated to 
St. Roch in the town of Bin-
gen am Rhein, Germany.

At anniversary Mass, pope recalls ‘authentic spirit’ of Vatican II

“

”

A 'thirst for God, 
for the ultimate 
meaning of life' 
is still evident 
in 'innumerable 
signs.'

Pope Benedict XVI greets the faithful as he arrives to celebrate a Mass in St. Peter’s Square at the Vati-
can Oct. 11 to mark the 50th anniversary of the opening of the Second Vatican Council. The Mass also 
opened the Year of Faith. 

CNS photo 

 The fi rst two meet-and-greet events in 
Bishop Lawrence Persico’s tour of  the dio-
cese were immensely successful. The interac-
tions between Bishop Persico and the faithful 
can be described as energizing to everyone 
involved. 
 On his was to St. Tobias Parish in Brock-
way Oct. 9 for the fi rst of  the six events 
scheduled for October, the bishop stopped in 
DuBois. First he visited DuBois Area Catho-
lic School. Upon his arrival, which was near 
dismissal time for the elementary students, he 
was instantly recognized. He was met with 
handshakes and hellos by the students and school staff. 
 “Mom, look! It’s the new bishop!” one young girl exclaimed. “I 
recognize him from his picture in the church paper.” It was affi rm-
ing to your editor to know that we have readers of  all ages. 
 Father Rick Tomasone, president of  DuBois Area Catholic 
School, served as a tour guide for the bishop’s visit to the cam-
pus, along with student ambassadors Kallie Crawford and Megan 
McKillop, who are seniors at the high school. During the tour, 
Bishop Persico’s wit was on display. “We’re going to go to the 
chapel now,” McKillop said during a trek through one hall. “Oh, 
good, so you know where it is?” the bishop replied. Rita Wray, 
principal of  the elementary school, took the bishop to a number of  
classrooms, as well. 
 Bishop Persico also visited Christ the King Manor in DuBois 
and met with staff  members and residents. Sam Zaffuto, adminis-
trator of  Christ the King, guided him on a tour of  the facility, in-
cluding a new activity room complete with kitchen. Zaffuto noted 
that Christ the King contributes $9 million to the local economy 
each year, through salary, benefi ts and services. During the visit, 
Father Matias Quimno, who serves as chaplain, was getting ready 
to celebrate Mass for residents in the chapel. 
 For the second meet-and-greet Oct. 11 at Notre Dame Parish 
in Hermitage, a combined choir of  voices from the Sharon Dean-
ery provided music ministry. Bishop Persico was presented with 
a pair of  black loafers from Reyers, the world’s largest shoe store, 
which is located in Sharon. Father Jeff Noble, pastor of  Notre 
Dame, noted that if  they didn’t fi t the bishop, he’d be happy to 
wear them. 
 We joined approximately 100 of  our brother Knights of Co-
lumbus in making the fourth—and highest—degree of  the order 
Oct. 14 at the Ambassador Center in Erie. The four degrees follow 
the principles of  the order: charity, unity, fraternity and patriotism. 
About half  of  those participating, now called Sir Knights, were 
from the Central West Region, which includes the Diocese of  Erie. 
Others came from the dioceses of  Pittsburgh and Greensburg. 
 It was extra special to make the degree with fellow brother 
Knights from our council, No. 15035 at St. Peter Cathedral in Erie, 
and our dad, Robert Koshinskie, who is fi nancial secretary of  his 
council at Our Lady of  Peace Parish in Erie. Well done, brother 
Knights!

 Jason Koshinskie is editor of  FaithLife. 
Contact him at JKoshinskie@ErieRCD.org  or 814.824.1171.

 He noted that Blessed John 
XXIII, in his speech at the open-
ing of  the council, called for both 
the safeguarding and the effective 
teaching of  the “sacred deposit of  
Christian doctrine ... this certain 
and immutable doctrine, which 
is to be faithfully respected, (and) 
needs to be explored and present-
ed in a way which responds to the 
needs our time.” 
 “The council fathers wished to 
present the faith in a meaningful 
way,” the pope said, “and if  they 
opened themselves trustingly to 
dialogue with the modern world 
it is because they were certain of  
their faith, of  the solid rock on 
which they stood.”  
 Pope Benedict’s homily cel-
ebrated Vatican II but deplored 
much of  what followed in its 
wake.
 Many Catholics misunderstood 
or ignored the council’s teachings 
under the infl uence of  secular cul-
ture and “embraced uncritically 
the dominant mentality, placing 
in doubt the very foundations of  
the deposit of  faith, which they 

sadly no longer felt able to accept 
as truths,” he said. “Recent de-
cades have seen the advance of  a 
spiritual ‘desertifi cation.’” 
 Fifty years ago, history offered 
glimpses of  a “life or a world 
without God,” he said. “Now we 
see it every day around us. This 
void has spread.” 
 Yet, the pope said, a “thirst for 
God, for the ultimate meaning of  
life” is still evident in “innumer-
able signs,” including the growing 
popularity of  religious pilgrim-
ages. 
 “How come so many people 
today feel the need to make these 
journeys?” he said. “Is it not be-
cause they fi nd there, or at least 
intuit, the meaning of  our exis-
tence in the world?” 
 Calling for a revival in the 
church of  the “yearning to an-
nounce Christ again to contempo-
rary man,” the pope stressed that 
any new evangelization “needs 
to be built on a concrete and pre-
cise basis, and this basis is the 
documents of  the Second Vatican 
Council.” 
 He reaffi rmed past statements 
rejecting any expansive notions 

of  a “spirit of  Vatican II” that 
might be used to justify innova-
tions diverging from traditional 
doctrine. 
 “I have often insisted on the 
need to return, as it were, to the 
‘letter’ of  the council — that is 
to its texts — also to draw from 
them its authentic spirit,” the 
pope said. “The true legacy of  the 
council is to be found in them.” 
 The pope also reiterated one 
of  his most prominent teachings 
about Vatican II, that it must be 
understood in continuity with the 
church’s millennial traditions, not 
as a radical break with the past.
 “The council did not formulate 
anything new in matters of  faith, 
nor did it wish to replace what 
was ancient,” he said. “Rather, it 
concerned itself  with seeing that 
the same faith might continue to 
be lived in the present day, that it 
might remain a living faith in a 
world of  change.” 

Resources for the Year of Faith 
can be found on the diocesan 
website at www.ErieRCD.org.



Election resources for 
Pennsylvania Catholics

 HARRISBURG – In keeping with its 
decades-long tradition, the Pennsylvania 
Catholic Conference (PCC) has published 
election resources to inform Catholics 
about a wide range of  issues before the 
November 6 elections.

 “The Catholic Church regards voting 
and civic engagement as a moral respon-
sibility,” said Dr. Robert O’Hara, Jr., ex-
ecutive director of  the PCC. “As a service 
to help Catholics inform their conscienc-
es before entering the voting booth, the 
PCC staff  researched, surveyed and inter-
viewed candidates about their positions 
on key Catholic issues. The Church nei-
ther endorses nor opposes candidates for 
public offi ce. The materials we developed 
as an agency of  the church are for infor-
mational purposes only.”

 The PCC materials have information 
about the views of  the candidates for 
state attorney general, auditor general 
and treasurer, the two U.S. Senate candi-
dates and the presidential candidates.

 The statewide candidates answered a 
questionnaire and the U.S. Senate candi-
dates also sat for interviews with the PCC 
staff. The Know the Positions of  the Presiden-
tial Candidates document was compiled 
from policies, public statements, offi cial 
websites and other resources to set forth 
the candidates’ positions in their own 
words.  The issues are arranged in alpha-
betical order for informational purposes 
and do not represent a complete list of  is-
sues that may be of  importance to Catho-
lics. All materials are available at www.
pacatholic.org. 

 “The church does not say ‘vote for this 
person or against that one.’ Each voter 
must inform his or her own conscience 
and cast a vote accordingly.  Each of  us is 
responsible for our own free will choices 
inside and outside the voting booth.”  

 Further, tax-exempt entities like the 
church have legal restrictions on their 
election-related communications. The 
law prohibits any statement that endorses 
or opposes any candidate for political of-
fi ce or that expresses a preference for the 
views of  one candidate over those of  an-
other. 

 “PCC’s election resources have always 
respected that principle. Catholics are 
asked to prayerfully refl ect on what they 
learn about candidates in light of  our faith 
as they decide for whom they will cast 
their ballot,” added O’Hara. “The PCC’s 
resources, the United States Conference 
of  Catholic Bishops’ Faithful Citizenship 
document, the Catechism of  the Catholic 
Church and the Bible are all sources to be 
consulted.”

 The Pennsylvania Catholic Conference is the pub-

lic affairs arm of  Pennsylvania’s Catholic bishops 

and the Catholic dioceses of  Pennsylvania.

From the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference



Know the Positions of Pennsylvania's 

U.S. Senate Candidates
The PCC sent a questionnaire to Pennsylvania's candidates 
for U.S. Senator to give them the opportunity to make their 
positions known on key issues. The answers they provided 
are listed here for eduational purposes only; the PCC does not 
endorse candidates for political offi ce.
* Indicates comments

Tom Smith (R)         Robert P. Casey, Jr. (D)



Briefl y

October 23 
6:30 p.m.
St. Paul
Church
1617 Walnut Street
Erie, 814-459-3173

Mass Celebrant: 
Rev. Alex Amico
with Deacon 
Anthony Alleruzzo

St. Peregrine
Patron Saint of 
Cancer Patients

St. Paul’s 
Special Mass for 

Cancer Awareness

St. Agatha
Patron Saint of 
Breast Cancer

For pastoral outreach and assistance for those 
abused by clergy or other church personnel, call

Doctor Robert Nelsen
Pastoral Assistance Coordinator
for the Diocese of Erie
814.871.7723

For more information, visit www.ErieRCD.org
click on For the Protection of Children

Get the link at
www.ErieRCD.org

Diocese of  Erie

STUMP 
Back yards - tight spots - No problem

Ken (814) 474-2195 or
(814) 397-0384

GRINDING 
by Ken Eaton

Free estimates, Insured, Shrubs and 
small trees removed, Prompt service

LICENSE PA 056587

ALL SOUL’S DAY MASS
Friday, November 2 at 4:00 PM
Gate of Heaven Cemetery Chapel
5711 West Lake Road, Erie

Bishop Lawrence T. Persico
Celebrant

Congratulations and 
thank you for your 
years of service!

Bishop Donald Trautman, 50 years
Sr. Bernadette Bell, RSM, 60 years
Sr. Mary Paul Carioty, RSM, 60 years
Sr. Mary Felice Duska, RSM, 60 years
Sr. Donna Marie Orton, RSM, 60 years
Rev. Msgr. Charles Kaza, V.G., 40 years
Deacon William Wright, 10 years.

You have given so much over the years.
We are proud  that you have been a part of 
our DuBois Regional Medical Center family!

Best wishes from your friends at:

 Outstanding Faith Life, Academics, Sports and Arts
 Cutting Edge Technology

 Register to win an iPod Touch and Beats Studio headphone
 5-$1,000 tuition drawings*

Become eligible by submitting your 
MPS application at OPEN HOUSE.

OPEN HOUSE
 

A Sponsored Ministry of the Sisters of Mercy

*Current MPS students are not eligible to win.  Certain restrictions apply.  Details posted at MPS.

BROCKWAY, from page 1

YOUTH RALLY, from page 1

Teens set Jesus as their ‘True North’ at youth rally

Meet-and-greet events with Bishop Persico 
Bishop Lawrence Persico has selected several days in October when he 
will visit the faithful throughout the Diocese of Erie. Each of the events 
will follow the same schedule with a parish Mass at 7 p.m. followed by a 
public reception. Locations include:
 Mon., Oct. 22 at St. Callistus, Kane
 Tues., Oct. 23 at St. Agatha, Meadville
 Wed., Oct. 24 at St. Jude the Apostle, Erie
 Thurs., Oct. 25 at St. Joseph, Warren

Cancer awareness Mass in Erie
 ERIE — St. Paul Parish, 1617 Walnut St. in Erie, will host a 
cancer awareness Mass on Tuesday, Oct. 23 at 6:30 p.m. 
 The celebrant will be Father Alex Amico with Deacon Tony Al-
leruzzo assisting. There will be a special litany to St. Peregrine, pa-
tron saint of  cancer patients, and St. Agatha, patron saint of  breast 
cancer patients. 
 Whether this disease impacts you, a loved one, neighbor or 
someone you know, you are invited to be part of  this special Mass. 
Refreshments will be served afterward.

Seminar, healing service in DuBois
 DUBOIS — Father Ralph DiOrio, a priest from Worcester, 
Mass., will lead a seminar and healing service Sunday, Oct. 28 at 
DuBois Area Middle School, 404 Liberty Blvd. in DuBois, from 1-5 
p.m. 
 For tickets or more information, call Tillie at 814.371.4116, Ma-
rie at 814.375.4667, Bill at 814.371.1765 or Jeff  at 814.541.4913. 
 This event is sponsored by The Holy Family in St. Marys. 
 For more information, visit www.fatherdiorio.org. 

Forum on ‘Faithful Citizenship’ in Warren
 WARREN — In anticipation of  
the upcoming election, St. Joseph 
Parish in Warren will host a forum 
on “Forming Consciences for Faith-
ful Citizenship: A Call to Political 
Responsibility from the Catholic 
Bishops of  the United States” on 
Sunday, Oct. 28 at 7 p.m. in the 
church. 
 Janet Smith, a native of  War-
ren and Holy Redeemer Parish and 
an international Catholic speaker, 
moral theologian and seminary pro-
fessor, will lead the forum. Smith’s 
presentation will be followed by an open discussion on the issue 
facilitated by her. 
 Participants are encouraged to obtain and read the USCCB’s 
document, Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, before the fo-
rum but participation does not require doing so. For the complete 
document, visit www.ErieRCD.org. 
 For more information or questions, call the parish offi ce at 
814.723.2090.

Retreat on the beatitudes, concert in Erie
 ERIE — Our Lady of  Peace Par-
ish in Erie will host a day of  spiritual 
refreshment on the beatitudes and a 
concert with Sarah Hart on Saturday, 
Nov. 3. 
 The retreat, titled “Blessed Are 
You: The Beatitude Walk,” will ex-
plore the beatitudes through the Gos-
pels. The retreat will run from 8:30 
a.m. to 3 p.m. and include a litany of  
the beatitudes through prayer, refl ec-
tion and song, exploring the beati-
tudes through presentations and small 
group sharing and closing prayer with 
praise and worship. 
 Hart will perform in concert at 
7:30 p.m. The concert is free and open to the public. 
 Cost of  the retreat is $15 for adults and $10 for students. 
 Registration forms are available at www.olp.org/music-retreat.

Gala to benefi t DuBois Area Catholic School 
 DUBOIS — Join DuBois Area Catholic School at its third an-
nual Grand Gala for a dinner theater celebration of  “Joey and 
Mary’s Irish/Italian Wedding” on 
Saturday, Nov. 3 at 7 p.m. Mass will 
be celebrated at 6 p.m. in the school 
auditorium. 
 This year’s grand prize is a Las 
Vegas trip for two, including round-
trip airfare, three nights at Caesar’s 
Palace and two tickets to a perfor-
mance by Celine Dion. The winner will be drawn at the end of  the 
evening. 
 For more information or to reserve your tickets, call DuBois 
Area Catholic School at 814.372.3882. Deadline for reservations is 
Thursday, Oct. 25. 

Sarah Hart

selves the same courage that the 
Church had on that fi rst Pente-
cost, using the gifts given to us by 
the Holy Spirit in order that we 
may witness to the truth in love,” 
Bishop Persico said. 
 At the end of  Mass, the Knights 
of  Columbus made a presentation 
to Bishop Persico, which included 
a check for $10,000 to be used for 
diocesan youth projects. 
 Following Mass, Msgr. Charles 
Kaza, pastor of  St. Tobias, invited 
everyone to a reception at parish 
center. 
 “We have plenty of  cookies,” 
Msgr. Kaza said. “We’ve had fi fty 
women from the parish baking. 
We asked them to make three 
dozen each. Most of  them made 
six dozen, so do the math.”
 The bishop greeted guests in 
front of  a large sign that said, 
“Welcome Bishop Persico.” The 
walls were decorated with art-
work by religious education stu-
dents that included colored pages 

of  Bishop Persico’s portrait and 
coat of  arms.
 After listening to the bishop’s 
homily, participating in his cele-

bration of  Mass and meeting him 
in person, members of  the faithful 
came away impressed with their 
fi rst encounter. 
 “I think he’s going to be a peo-
ple person,” said Victor Pasi from 
Queen of  the World Parish in St. 
Marys. “He seems very person-
able.” 
 Lynn Nicklas from St. Mary 
Parish in St. Marys agreed. 
 “I think he’s a good fi t for 
our diocese,” Nicklas said. “I re-
ally like him. He’s off  to a good 
start.”

 “He seems to be a very good 
speaker,” said Rich Grecco from 
St. Tobias. 
 A number of  people asked 
Bishop Persico to sign their prayer 
cards of  him. Peter Pape, a mem-
ber of  the Knights of  Columbus 
and color corps commander from 
Ss. Cosmas and Damian Parish in 
Punxsutawney, loaned this bishop 
his pen. 
 “I hope he has a long life in 
the Erie Diocese because I think 
he’s going to make an excellent 
bishop,” Pape said.

Faithful turn out to greet Bishop Persico at fi rst of six events

 Members of the Knights of Columbus Joseph Grecco (left), Penn-
sylvania state deputy, and George Beckes (right), state warden, pre-
sented Bishop Lawrence Persico with two checks during the meet 
and greet event Oct. 9 in Brockway. 
 The fi rst was for $10,000 to be used for youth projects in the dio-
cese. The funds came from the calendar project of the Knights of the 
Central West Region. The calendars are sold annually and the mon-
ies collected are presented to the bishop every two years. The second 
check was for $1,000 from the Pennsylvania Knights of Columbus to 
be used for the bishop’s personal needs.

Pages of Bishop Lawrence Per-
sico’s portrait and coat of arms 
colored by St. Tobias religious 
education students decorated 
the walls of the parish center for 
the meet-and-greet reception. 
Download pages to color at:
www.eriercd.org/nb_coloring.htm.

constant stream of  chatter from 
friends, the internet, movies, TV 
and technology can easily knock 
a young person’s priorities off  
course.
 “They get mixed messages 
about what’s really important,” 
Whittaker said. “But if  you see 
that Jesus is the true center, you 
can see that he really makes a dif-
ference at the end. If  you try to 
put things fi rst instead of  Jesus as 
the true north, everything ends up 
discombobulated.”
 At the rally, keynote speaker 
and musician Cooper Ray lit up 
the room with his music and inspi-
rational message. Ray is a nation-
ally touring Catholic motivational 
speaker, acoustic guitarist and 
singer from Baton Rouge, La.
 Other youth rally speakers 
included a Catholic Leadership 
Institute Alumni Challenge with 
Father Michael Kesicki; “Be Bold, 
Be Catholic, No Apologies,” with 
Erin Landini-Grogan, director of  
Parish Social Ministry/Respect 
Life for Catholic Charities; and 
“Dialoging with the Big Guy” 

with Sister John Paul Bauer, 
OSB.
 “Cooper Ray was a big hit, and 
the kids seemed to really enjoy 
his message,” Father Schreiber 
said. “He and the other speakers 
challenged the youth to be all-in 
Catholic and unafraid to live their 
faith.”
 In addition to presentations 
from speakers, the teens had a 
chance to attend Mass together 
and take part in eucharistic ado-
ration. Despite the hard cement 
fl oor, the youth spontaneously 
dropped to their knees and re-
mained there throughout the time 
of  exposition of  the Blessed Sac-
rament.
 Benjamin Riddle, a 17-year-old 
Elk County Catholic student and 
member of  Sacred Heart Parish 
youth group in St. Marys, likened 
the holy silence of  adoration to 
spending time with Christ as a pa-
tient, listening friend.
 “Adoration is—for me, at least 
—a chance to have a moment to 
myself  and communicate with 
the Lord,” Riddle said. “It was 

just quiet, and it was good to have 
a chance to think about my own 
life.”
 Adoration struck Whittaker, 
too, especially because he was 
sharing the experience with peo-
ple his own age. He said it was 
hard to pick a favorite part of  the 
rally, but he’d call it a tie between 
adoration and Mass.
 “It’s really nice to see other 
kids participating in things that 
you might not see youth partici-
pating in,” he said. “You get spiri-
tual support from those kinds of  
things.”
 Many teens also took the op-
portunity to receive the sacra-
ment of  penance, which Father 
Schreiber said was a profound 
experience of  God’s grace —Pope 
Benedict XVI has said that the 
new evangelization begins in the 
confessional, he noted.

 Games and a service proj-
ect rounded out the day for the 
teens.
 But the teens weren’t the only 
ones taking away from the ex-
perience. Volunteers and youth 
leaders had the opportunity to 
experience the leaders-only “Re-
sponding to the New Evangeliza-
tion” breakout session and con-
nect with others who serve parish 
youth. 
 “If, as adults, we have some-
how helped the kids to grow clos-
er to Christ,” Father Schreiber 
said, “then God has blessed us in 
an amazing way.”

In our next issue …
  Two teens recount their 

blessings and lessons from 
the High School Youth Rally.



All parishes, missions, schools and 
groups are encouraged to choose a 
correspondent who can regularly e-mail 
news items to “Around the Erie Diocese” 
at mailto:FaithLife@ErieRCD.org
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Contact one of us to schedule an appointment.

Seven Agents Servicing the Diocese of Erie

While you’re living longer,
you can also be living better.

     People are living 
longer than ever 
before. Still, not 
everyone is equally 
prepared for what 
that might entail. 
Knights of Columbus 
long-term care insurance can help. Our plans protect 
you from the expense of nursing home or assisted living 
care, which are beyond those provided by most health 
insurance policies.

Arthur Ardire, GA - DuBois 814-371-1205               
Mark Masolotte, FA - Erie 814-868-9906

Paul Hohman, FA - Philipsburg 814-342-5248    
Dick Bowser, FA - Brookville 888-320-3999

Tyler Weaver, FA - New Bethlehem 814-221-1141
John Ghering, FA - Franklin 814-336-9387

Villa Maria Elementary grad donates funds from 
graduation award scholarship

 ERIE – Villa Maria Elemen-
tary School (VME) in Erie has 
received a $400 donation from 
recent graduate Jesse Edwards-
Borowicz. 
 Edwards-Borowicz was the 
recipient of  the $500 Villa Ma-
ria Elementary Pat Locco Spirit 
Award at his 8th grade gradua-
tion in May.  When he received 
the award, which he did not re-
quire for his tuition to Mercyhurst 
Preparatory School, he chose to 
donate $400 to VME and $100 to 
the Sisters of  St. Joseph of  North-
western Pennsylvania. The $400 
was specifi cally given to the VME 
Science Department, directed by 
Mary Wright, and was used to 
purchase an incubator.  The in-
cubator is currently being used by 
VME students for microbiology 
and PJAS projects. 
 “I am thrilled that Jesse chose to 
be so generous,” Wright said. “His 
gift will enable future students to 
conduct experiments in a safe and 
appropriately scientifi c manner. 
But, even more importantly, he 
sets a beautiful example to other 
young people by his willingness to 
give back to his community. I’m 
sure his parents are proud of  their 
fi ne son, too.”  

 The award was established in 
memory of  Pat Locco, a VME 
graduate who passed away in his 
mid-20s. The award recipient is 
chosen by the principal and 8th 

grade teachers and goes to the 
student who exemplifi es some of  
Locco’s most endearing qualities: 
hard work, good nature, kindness 
and school spirit.

Knights of Columbus council in Sheffi eld celebrates
25th anniversary

SHEFFIELD – The Msgr. Mack-
en Knights of  Columbus Council 
No. 9631 of  St. Anthony of  Pad-
ua Parish in Sheffi eld celebrated 
its 25th anniversary with a Mass 
Sept. 22 followed by a dinner 
for members and their wives and 
guests at the Conewango Club in 
Warren.
 Members of  the council, pic-
tured left to right, are: (fi rst row, 
seated) Bruce Atwood, Pat Cron-
miller, Jim Wynn, Father Ray 
Gramata, Gary O’Hare, (second 
row) Woody McMeans, Matt 
Wees, Jerry Nuhfer, Jack Cash-
mere, George Seymour, Kyle Bu-
licz, Josh Bulicz (third row) Jack 
Werner, Tom Bulicz, Charlie Pet blessings held on feast of St. Francis of Assisi

 The feast of  St. Francis of  As-
sisi, patron saint of  animals and 
ecology, is celebrated Oct. 4. Par-
ishes throughout the diocese ob-
serve this feast by offering a bless-
ing of  pets on or near the feast 
day. 
 Our Lady of  Mount Carmel 
Parish in Erie held its pet blessing 
Oct. 7.  The religious education 
classes were able to be a part of  
the special blessing during their 
class time. There were many dif-
ferent types of  animals including 
dogs, cats, rabbits, turtles and 
more.  
 Pictured is Father Raymond 
Hahn, pastor of  Our Lady of  
Mount Carmel, holding a parish-
ioner’s rabbit. 

Students at St. Francis School, Clearfi eld, help SPCA
 CLEARFIELD – On Oct. 5, 
students at St. Francis School in 
Clearfi eld celebrated the feast day 
of  the school’s patron saint, St. 
Francis of  Assisi. Activities in-
cluded collecting items such as pet 
food, cleaning supplies and toys 
for the Clearfi eld County SPCA. 
Students also brought their favor-
ite stuffed animal to school where 
they were blessed by Father Bran-
don Kleckner following Mass. 
 Pictured are fourth grade stu-
dents with the items they collected 
for the SPCA. Left to right are: 
(kneeling) Ben Luzier, Paris Far-

ley, Beth Williams, Christina 
McGinnis, Noah Hoffner, Cam-
eron Wilkinson, Jason Stanko, 
(standing) Scarlett LeBeau, Ev-
erett Miller, Isaac Bloom, Ian 

Billotte, Nick Ryan, Isabelle 
Forcey, Ryan Geppert, Karson 
Rumsky, Lenny Swisher, Haden 
Allison, Harrison Starr and John 
Cunkelman.

Ditz, Father John Neff (hidden), 
Dale Ditz, Chris Straneva, Jim 

Wagner, Marty Kasaback, Tim 
Korchak and Father Dan Prez.  

Young women from diocese
experience vocations during NYC trip

 NEW YORK – A group of  
young women from the Diocese 
of  Erie went on a vocations trip in 
August to New York City to expe-
rience the lives of  those professed 
to a number of  religious orders. 
 The trip has been organized for 
fi ve years by Father James Camp-
bell, pastor of  St. Eulalia Parish 
in Coudersport and St. Gabriel 
the Archangel Parish in Port Al-
legany, and Father Joseph Camp-
bell, a teacher at Kennedy Catho-
lic High School in Hermitage.
 “The girls that go are really 
transformed by their experience,” 
said Father Joseph Campbell, 
who also serves as parochial vicar 
at St. Joseph Parish in Sharon. “It 
really opens the door for God to 
show them their vocations.”
 This year, the group stayed at 
the monastery with the Ador-
ers of  the Precious Blood and 
the Servants of  the Lord and the 
Virgin of  Matara in Brooklyn, 
both cloistered orders. They at-
tended the fi nal profession for 
the Sisters of  Life in Stamford, 
Conn., which was presided over 
by Cardinal Timothy Dolan of  
New York, and a reception at the 
Guadalupe Retreat Center. 
 The girls had dinner with 
the Missionary Sisters of  Char-
ity, which is the religious order 
founded by Blessed Mother Te-
resa of  Calcutta. 
 “They get to sit with the nuns 
and talk to them about their vo-

cation,” Father Joseph Campbell 
said. “It’s a real powerful witness 
for the girls. All the nuns we meet 
are deeply spiritual but deeply 
personal. Their personalities are 
so holistic and complete. It gives 
the girls something to aspire to.”
 The group attended Mass at 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral and visited 
the crypt where they venerated 
the tombs of  Cardinal Terence 
Cooke, venerable Pierre Toussaint 

and Archbishop Fulton Sheen. 
They also visited the Metropoli-
tan Museum of  Art and Times 
Square, had lunch at Bubba 
Gump Shrimp Co. Restaurant & 
Market, stopped at Ellen’s Star-
dust Diner and saw the Broadway 
hit, “Wicked.” 
 The young women attending 
the trip came from Coudersport, 
Erie, Hermitage, Port Allegany, 
St. Marys and Sharon.

Young women from the diocese pose in front of St. Patrick’s Ca-
thedral in New York City. Those who attended the vocations trip 
include Rebecca Campbell, Rosemary Campbell, Catherine Caul-
fi eld, Theresa Caulfi eld, Alyson Derrick, Allison Easton, Mary 
Kate Elinchin, Jillian Furman, Carly Haskins, Angelica Kaszowski, 
Kayla Keyes, Maura Keyes, Maranda Melquist, Laurel Michalek, 
Rachel Newton, Lorelei Smith, Victoria Volkay, Rosemary Wargo, 
Katherine Wegley and Danielle Zona. Chaperones included Father 
James Campbell, Father Joseph Campbell, John Campbell, Berna-
dette Carroll and Mary Collins. 

Mary Wright, director of the Science Department at Villa Maria 
Elementary School, and alumnus Jesse Edwards-Borowicz stand 
next to the incubator purchased with the funds Edwards-Borowicz 
donated to the school.


