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INSPIRING WORDS
 FROM POPE FRANCIS:
“The viewpoint of children is the 
viewpoint of the Son of God.” 

NSPIRING WORRDS

POPE QUOTE

DIOCESAN NEWS

BY ANALIDA BRAEGER | SPECIAL TO FAITHLIFE

 Dining and eating: two seemingly iden-
tical verbs. Yet, the two experiences can’t be 
more opposite.
 Dining implies a communal experience; 
eating, on the other hand, is a mere function 
necessary for survival. Dining involves prepa-
ration, companionship and, often, prayer. Eat-
ing requires the basic act of  chewing and swal-
lowing food.
 With Thanksgiving and Christmas fast-
approaching, it’s an opportune time to refl ect 
on the spiritual nature of  food preparation 
and dining. Preparing a meal is a ritual that 
is synergistic and sublime. Like any ritual, it 
encompasses a few necessary steps: 

Menu selection
  Choose the freshest ingredients possible. 

Fresh ingredients deepen our connection to 
God’s great bounty, and to those individuals 
who have lovingly planted and harvested our 
food. 

  In the acclaimed movie “Babette’s Feast,” 
Babette elevates dining to a spiritual experi-
ence through her careful selection of foods 
and meticulous preparation. She pours all her 
money and her love of cooking into preparing 
the multi-course celebratory meal that honors 
the 100th birthday of her hosts’ father. Inter-
estingly, for the Christian, there are 12 indi-
viduals seated at the well-appointed table.

Table setting
  For special occasions, it’s natural to use our 

best china, silverware and fresh cut fl owers 
to create an atmosphere that enhances the 
dining experience. A Chinese proverb says: 
“When you have only two pennies left in the 
world, buy a loaf of bread with one, and a lily 
with the other.” This proverb addresses the 
value of aesthetics. Beauty is food for the 
soul; bread is food for the body.

• Prayer 
• Companionship 
• Thoughtfulness

Relaxation
  As you prepare dinner, play sooth-

ing music and, if possible, do prep 
work in advance to minimize a fren-
zied rush. The French summarize the 
concept of effi ciency in the kitchen as 
mise en place, which translates into 
“put in place.” Cooking is a process.

  An ancient story tells the tale of the 
teacher who invites his pupil over for 
dinner. The master disappears into 
the kitchen. After what seems like a 
long time, the pupil calls out: “Is it 
ready?” “Not yet.” the master replies. 
Finally, the master appears with the 
meal. The student takes a bite and 
says, “This is wonderful. What is in 
it?” The master replies: “Time.”

  Take time to stir, to taste, to see, to 
smell. By using all of our senses, we 
heighten our awareness and become 
one with the process. 

Prayerfulness
  Dining and prayer share a strong 

bond. Jesus at the Last Supper is a 
prime example. Throughout the Gos-

pels, Jesus is depicted sharing food 
with a few people and with as many 
as 5,000. Banquets and feasts, in-
cluding the wedding at Cana, further 
refl ect the miracles that can happen 
when a meal is lovingly prepared.

   This sacred connection between 
food and praise predates the Chris-
tian era. The ancients prayed for a 
good harvest; even cave paintings 
point to the indisputable human rec-
ognition of the divine.

Companionship
  We can eat alone, but we cannot 

dine alone. Nowhere is companion-
ship a more prominent element of 
dining than sharing Holy Commu-
nion. Jesus invites us to his table 
to enjoy a meal. As an entire par-
ish community, we share in the gifts 
of the Eucharist, and through our 
prayer, praise God.

  As we approach the beginning of 
another busy culinary season, take 
steps to dine instead of just eat. In-
vite someone into your home who 
might otherwise be eating alone. 
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Writer Analida Braeger always selects fresh foods for her everyday meals and holiday feasts.

Make time for a special dinner with 
your family at least once a week. 
Spice up your table with fresh fl ow-
ers, a cherished piece of china, or a 
favorite family recipe. Pray for those 
who are hungry—physically or spiri-
tually. Food has the power to trans-
form.

  And as the frenzy of holiday cook-
ing heats up, remember, especially, 
to breathe.

Analida Braeger works in the Humani-
ties Department at Mercyhurst Universi-
ty, Erie. She and her husband cook and 
write a food blog that explores recipes, 
food, culture, history and languages. 
Their articles and recipes can be found 
at www.ethnicspoon.com.

God’s BountyMeals require 

Preparing a meal 
is a ritual that is 
synergistic and 
sublime. 

Concerns of family life at center of Synod

All Souls Day
 All Souls Day is Nov. 2. Bishop Law-
rence Persico will celebrate an All Souls 
Day Mass at Gate of Heaven Cemetery, 
Erie, on Nov. 2 at 4 p.m.

Matthew Clark
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 VATICAN CITY (CNS)—As members of  the Synod 
of  Bishops this month concluded work on the second of  
three chapters in their working document, they continued 
to call for a tone and for a language that is clear, simple 
and encourages people to see it is possible to live the voca-
tion of  marriage and family life.
 At the same time, most of  the synod’s 13 working 
groups—formed according to language—asked for a 
greater use of  Scripture in the synod’s text, including ex-
amples of  holy couples and Jesus’ interactions with a vari-
ety of  family members, including parents who asked him 
to heal their children.
 Two groups said the working document, which they 
are amending and planning to give to Pope Francis, does 
not contain a concise defi nition of  marriage. “This is a 
serious defect,” said English Group D, led by Cardinal 
Thomas C. Collins of  Toronto.
 The focus of  small group work Oct. 10-13 was the sec-
tion of  the working document titled, “The Discernment 
of  the Family Vocation,” which included a summary of  
the biblical vision of  the family, ways families strengthen 
their faith, and the role the family plays within the church.
 At least two groups said the church needed an in-depth 
treatise on the Christian understanding of  marriage and 
family life.
 Several groups urged a stronger mention of  marriage 
as a vocation like priesthood and consecrated life, and an 
acknowledgment that strong families are the “seedbed” of  
strong vocations to all three.

in the 15th chapter of the Acts of the 
Apostles. At that council, the Apostles—
under the leadership of Saints Peter and 
James—decided that Gentile converts 
to Christianity need not follow certain di-
etary and other laws prescribed in Jew-
ish law.

The Commission for the Elaboration 
of the Final Report oversees the prepa-
ration of the fi nal text of the synod docu-
ment, that ultimately is consigned  by the 
Holy Father who  is responsible for deci-
sions.

270 Synod Fathers
 74 cardinals, 6 patriarchs, 1 major archbishop, 
 72 archbishops, 102 bishops, 2 parish priests, 
 13 religious
18 married couples

24 invited experts and collaborators
51 auditors 
14 fraternal delegates.

Sources: Catholic News Service and Vatican Information Service

October’s Synod of Bishops included more  
 than 350 participants represented in the following  
 categories: 

Contributed photo

Archbishop Gustavo Rodriguez Vega of 
the Yucatán, Mexico, is pictured greet-
ing children at Mission of Friendship’s 
after-school care program.

Archbishop makes fi rst visit 
to Mission of Friendship

 MÉRIDA, Yucatán, Mexico—Arch-
bishop Gustavo Rodriguez Vega of  Yuca-
tán, Mexico, recently made his fi rst visit 
to the Mission of  Friendship in Mérida, a 
longtime outreach of  the Diocese of  Erie 
and the Archdiocese of  Yucatán.
 The archbishop assumed his post in 
July and wanted to get acquainted with 
the Mission of  Friendship, says Cari Se-
rafi n, associate director of  Diocesan and 
International Missions.
 Archbishop Rodriguez Vega visited the 
mission’s after-school care program, day 
care center, medical clinic and Amigos 
sponsorship offi ce. 
 “Patricia Pipkin, coordinator of  the 
mission, reported that it was a day of  
great joy for the staff  and children,”  ac-
cording to Serafi n.      
  Mission of  Friendship is in its 44th 
year of  service to the people of  the Yuca-
tán.

Winter guidelines issued by 
Erie Diocesan Cemeteries 
 All potted plants, empty pots and 
containers must be removed from Trinity, 
Calvary, Gate of  Heaven, and Mary, 
Queen of  Peace cemeteries by Oct. 31. 
Winter decorations and holiday wreaths 
are permitted after Nov. 1. 

Worship administrator 
elected to national post

 DALLAS, Texas—Matthew Clark, 
administrator of  the Offi ce of  Worship 
of  the Diocese of  Erie, was elected in 
October to serve as the vice chairperson 
for the Federation of  Diocesan Liturgical 
Commissions (FDLC).
 Clark was nominated and elected for 
the post at the FDLC’s national meet-
ing in Dallas. FDLC represents Roman 
Catholic diocesan offi ces of  worship and 
liturgical commissions throughout the 
United States. It co-sponsors the national 
meeting with the U.S. Bishops’ Commit-
tee on Divine Worship (BCDW).
 According to Clark, the FDLC will be 
busy in the coming months working with 
the BCDW to prepare for the revised Rite 
of  Marriage for the Catholic Church. The 
revised rite is expected to go into effect in 
2016.
 “We are designing workshops and 
formation guides for the new rite and are 
about to announce national formation 
days,” Clark says.
 In addition, the FDLC is creating 
webinars for RCIA formation.

In 1967, Pope Paul VI established the 
Synod of Bishops in the contemporary Cath-
olic Church.

The word “synod” derives from the Greek 
word “synodos,” meaning “to walk together.” 
It is synonymous with the word “council.”

The prototype of all church synods and 
councils is the Council of Jerusalem, which 
took place about 48 A.D., and is described 

 Synod Facts CNS photo 

Pope Francis and Cardinal Philippe Ouedraogo of Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, leave a session of the 
Synod of Bishops on the family at the Vatican Oct. 15. 

Teacher assumes reins of new equestrian program in Mercer County.    SEE PAGE 3



How can you help refugees?
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Council provides resource on   
  domestic violence against women
 WASHINGTON (CNS)—The National Council of  
Catholic Women has developed a resource manual called 
“Women Healing the Wounds” that provides information 
about the impact of  domestic violence and the church’s re-
sponse to it.
 The 52-page document in English and Spanish is avail-
able to download free at http://nccw.org in the site’s 
“Spotlight” section. It includes a customizable safety fl ier, 
a section on teen-dating violence, various resources and 
Catholic teaching.
 “We are hopeful this new resource will give courage to 
victims to leave their abuser as well as educate others on 
the signs exhibited by persons experiencing domestic vio-
lence,” Sheila Hopkins, NCCW president, said in a state-
ment.

India’s Missionaries of Charity 
  to end their adoption work
 KOLKATA, India (CNS)—The Missionaries of  Charity 
will close their adoption centers in India, citing new regu-
lations that would allow nontraditional families to adopt 
children, reported ucanews.com.
 Founded by Blessed Teresa of  Kolkata, the congregation 
runs orphanages across India. The nuns decided on this 
voluntarily after the Missionaries of  Charity headquarters 
was informed about complying with the new Guidelines 
Governing Adoption of  Children by the federal Ministry 
of  Women and Child Development. 
 “If  we were to continue the work set up by Mother Te-
resa, complying (with) all the provisions would have been 
diffi cult for us,” according to an Oct. 10 congregation state-
ment.
 The guidelines, issued in July, aim to regulate adoptions 
nationwide. They require all applications and processing 
to be done online and based on the seniority of  applicants 
at the time of  application. They say a single woman is eli-

700 million live in extreme poverty.

2.2 billion live on less than    
the equivalent of $2 per day.

U.N.’s 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development 
Its top priority is eradication of poverty by 2030.

Snippets of Catholic headlines 
and stories from around the world
from Catholic News Service

gible to adopt a child 
of  any gender but that 
a single man is not eli-
gible to adopt a female 
child. They also say 
parents shall be given 
an opportunity to view 
the photographs, child 
study and medical ex-
amination reports of  
up to six children.
 Father Joseph 
Chinnayan, deputy 
secretary-general of  
the national bishops’ 
conference in India, 
said the fi rst clause of  
the guidelines would 
mean that unmarried 
adults in same-sex re-
lationships, couples 
living together, and 
those divorced or separated could adopt children, contrary 
to the church’s thinking about family and parenting, he 
said.

Vatican creates homeless shelter 
 VATICAN CITY (CNS)—The Vatican opened the “Gift 
of  Mercy,” a shelter for homeless men, just a few hundred 
yards away from St. Peter’s Square.
 Housed in a Jesuit-owned building, the shelter was cre-
ated by and is run with funds from the papal almoner, who 
has taken a variety of  initiatives to assist the homeless peo-
ple in the area surrounding the Vatican.
 Archbishop Konrad Krajewski, Pope Francis’ almoner, 
inaugurated the shelter Oct. 7 by celebrating Mass for the 
fi rst guests. The shelter offers 34 beds in an open-fl oor, par-
titioned dormitory, according to a statement from the Al-
moner’s Offi ce Oct. 12.

 During a recent televised debate of  
Republican candidates for president, 
Donald Trump stated emphatically that 
he would build a wall between the U.S. 
and Mexico in response to concerns 
about illegal immigration.
 I watched the program that night with 
one of  my teen-aged sons, who blurted 
out, “A wall?”
 It occurred to me that my son had no 
recollection of  a certain wall that I had 
known my whole life, until it was torn 
down in 1989. That was the Berlin Wall, 
of  course. When it was razed, peace-lov-
ing people believed that the world didn’t 
need another one…ever.
 But here we are in 2015. Huge fences 
are being constructed in Eastern Europe 
to prevent the passage of  millions of  peo-
ple fl eeing war and terrorism in Syria, 
Afghanistan and Iraq. In the Holy Land, 
the violence between Palestinians and 
Jews has increased to the extent that a 
30-foot concrete wall is being construct-
ed in East Jerusalem.
 In America, passions are infl amed 
over the issue of  illegal immigrants 
crossing the U.S.-Mexican border. Some 
think that a wall might help. I don’t, and 
neither does Pope Francis, who has been 
talking for most of  his pontifi cate about 
building bridges instead.
 In his Sept. 30 General Audience ad-
dress in Rome, the pope commented on 
his recent trip to Cuba and the United 
States. Traveling between the once-em-
battled nations, he said, was symbolic of  
a bridge being rebuilt.
 As Pope Francis said: “God always 
wants to build bridges; it is we who build 
walls. And the walls always fall down.”
 Literally, Pope Francis is fulfi lling his 
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A woman sits outside her tent on Skid Row in downtown 
Los Angeles Oct. 1.  



Sources: Catholic News Service and World Bank, October 2015
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A member of the Missionaries of 
Charity holds orphan children in 
this 2007 photograph taken in 
Kolkata, India.

CNS photo 

Migrants from Syria arrive on 
the Greek island of Lesbos 
Oct. 11. 

 Erie Bishop Lawrence Per-
sico has expressed his soli-
darity with the United States 
Conference of  Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB) by asking 
Catholics here to act on be-
half  of  refugees forced to fl ee 
violence in Syria, Afghani-
stan and Iraq.
 “Considering this refugee 
crisis, we have a responsibil-
ity to respond to the needs of  
these people,” Bishop Persico 
says. “We have to remem-
ber as citizens of  the United 
States, that unless we are Na-
tive Americans, we are all im-
migrants. This country was 
built by immigrants.”
 In September, Archbishop 
Joseph E. Kurtz, USCCB 
president, issued an appeal 
that Catholics in the United 
States welcome refugees fl ee-
ing Syria and elsewhere. 

 Bishop Persico endorses the following recommendations 
of the USCCB Committee on Migration:

Pray for migrants and refugees

Write to President Barack Obama at www.whitehouse.gov/contact, 
urging him to expand U.S. resettlement efforts of refugees

Urge member s of Congress  to provide aid for refugee host countries

Donate to Parishes Organized to Welcome Refugees (POWR) 
http://www.usccb.org/catholic-giving/opportunities-for-giving/migration-and-
refugee-services/index.cfm

Donate to Catholic Relief Services at www.crs.org

Contact Catholic Charities' Refugee Resettlement Program 
Diocese of Erie at 814-456-2091

Join the conversation on social media at #refugeeswelcome.

ancient papal title of  Pontifex Maximus, 
or in English, “The Greatest Pontiff,” or 
“The Great Bridge-Builder.” In most of  
his messages, tweets and exhortations, 
he talks about dialogue instead of  argu-
ment, encounter over isolation, mercy in 
place of  quick judgment.
  I look to my own three sons, whose 
generation seems to naturally follow the 
pope’s suggestions. Mostly, they don’t 
judge others harshly. Maybe technology 
has put a crimp on their face-to-face en-
counters, but overall they can’t make any 
sense out of  building a wall. It’s not part 
of  their lexicon.
 Anyone who knows and understands 
history would agree with Pope Francis: 
Walls always fall down. As Sir Win-
ston Churchill said after World War II: 
“Those who fail to learn from history are 
doomed to repeat it.” The only thing the 
infamous Berlin Wall did was to atrophy 
the human spirit.
 Bishop Lawrence Persico wants the 
Diocese of  Erie to build bridges, too. He 
has been receiving a great deal of  infor-
mation recently from the United States 
Conference of  Catholic Bishops about 
efforts to reach out to refugees affected 
by civil war and terrorism in the Middle 
East and elsewhere. (See story below on 
how to make a difference.)
 There is much we, as Christians, can 
do beyond donating money, although 
that is vital. We can educate ourselves 
about all of  the issues that created and 
continue to exacerbate the problems we 
face in the world today.
 On Oct. 21, Carolyn Woo, president 
and CEO of  Catholic Relief  Services, 
delivered the prestigious Thomas J. and 
Mary H. Loftus Lecture on Catholic 
Thought and Action at Gannon Univer-
sity. Her insights on the global level are 
most helpful when it comes to taking ac-
tion and making informed decisions.
 Be sure to read the next issue of  Faith-
Life that will feature a question-and-an-
swer sessio n with Woo.

Mary Solberg is the editor of  FaithLife.
Email: msolberg@ErieRCD.org
Call 814-824-1171
Twitter: @ERIERCDsolberg
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Pro-life banquet features Grove City professor
 SAEGERTOWN—Crawford County Citizens for Life, a local 
chapter of  the PA Pro-Life Federation and National Right to Life 
Committee, is sponsoring its ninth annual pro-life banquet Nov. 6 at 
6:30 p.m. at the Pampered Palate Conference Center in Saegertown.
 Dr. Paul Kengor, political science professor at Grove City College, 
will deliver the address. Tickets are available by calling 814-967-3436 
or emailing aolab@windstream.net. The cost is $16 for adults, $10 for 
children 12 and under, and $60 maximum for a family (all from the 
same household).  
 

World Apostolate of Fatima to sponsor retreat 
 CAMBRIDGE SPRINGS—The World Apostolate of  Fatima, Erie 
Division, will hold its 12th annual retreat Nov. 7 beginning at 10 a.m. 
at St. Anthony of  Padua Church, Cambridge Springs.
 Retreat master will be Father David L. Poulson, pastor of  St. 
Anthony of  Padua Parish, Cambridge Springs, and St. Bernadette, 
Saegertown. Father Poulson is spiritual director of  the Erie division of  
Our Lady’s Blue Army. 
 The gathering is open to anyone who wants to learn more about 
the World Apostolate of  Fatima. There will be talks, meditation time, 
confessions, rosary and Mass. The cost is $12 per person or $20 per 
family. Bring a bag lunch or pizzas may be ordered for a donation.   
 Reservations for meals and attendance should be made by Nov. 1 
by calling 814-790-2002.

University presidents to attend week-long event
 HERMITAGE—Presidents of  fi ve universi-
ties will visit Kennedy Catholic High School 
Nov. 9-13 for the school’s second annual Col-
lege & University Presidents’ Week.
 Students in grades 8 through 12 will partici-
pate in a discussion with presenters on a variety 
of  topics, including leadership, academic and 
career success, personal growth, and the impor-
tance of  service. The public is invited to attend 
each session.
 The schedule for the week: 
 

• Nov. 9 at 11 a.m.—Father Malachi Van 
Tassell, TOR, president, St. Francis Uni-
versity, Loretto, Pa.

• Nov. 10 at 10 a.m.—Richard Jusseaume, president, Walsh Uni-
versity, North Canton, Ohio

• Nov. 11 at 10:30 a.m.—Father Robert L. Niehoff, SJ, president, 
John Carroll University, Cleveland

• Nov. 12 at 10 a.m.—Michael T. Victor, J.D., LL.D., president, 

Mercyhurst University, Erie

• Nov. 13 at 10 a.m.—John Garvey, president, The Catholic Uni-

versity of  America, Washington, D.C.

Grand Gala to benefi t DuBois Central Catholic
 DuBOIS—A four-night getaway vacation to the Naples Bay Resort 
in Naples, Fla. (with a $700 airfare credit on Southwest Airlines) will 
be the grand prize at the sixth annual DuBois Central Catholic Grand 
Gala Nov. 14 at the DuBois Country Club.
 The evening begins at 6 p.m. with cocktails and hors d’oeuvres, 
followed by dinner at 7 p.m. Both a live auction and silent auction will 
start at 8 p.m. Dance music will be provided by Washington, D.C.’s 
Motown band, the original Moonlighters, beginning at 8:30 p.m.
 Cash bar only. Tickets are $55 per person; $400 for a table of  eight. 
Buy a chance for the grand prize for $50 per ticket. No need to be 
present to win. For more information, call 814-372-3882.

EWTN host featured at upcoming meeting
 SHARON—St. Anthony Church, 804 Idaho St., Sharon, will 
host the Nov. 4 retreat of  the New Evangelization Council of  Mercer 
County.
 The gathering will be held from 6:30 to 9 p.m. Dr. Ray Guarendi, 
EWTN host and clinical psychologist specializing in parenting, will 
make a presentation, and Father James Campbell, pastor of  St. Eula-
lia Parish, Coudersport, and St. Gabriel, Port Allegany, will serve as 
retreat master. Fellowship begins at 6:30 p.m., with the fi rst talk start-
ing at 6:50 p.m. For more information, call 724-342-7391. 

Michael T. Victor

Teacher assumes 
reins of equestrian 
program

Prep/Villa raise $10.5 million in one year

 Quarters. Thoroughbreds. Paints and ponies.
 These horses are the newest teachers of  stu-
dents attending the Kennedy Catholic Family of  
Schools in Mercer County.
 Beginning this fall, students in grades kin-
dergarten through 12 are participating in a new 
equestrian program run by teacher Brigid Wil-
liams Tebaldi.
 “There are a lot of  little life lessons you can 
learn from horses,” says the 23-year-old Tebaldi, 
who teaches AP chemistry, AP biology, honors 
chemistry, and anatomy and physiology at Ken-
nedy Catholic High School.
 A graduate of  Allegheny College in Meadville, 
Tebaldi is excited to share her own enthusiasm 
for her equine friends. About 22 students already 
have signed up for the Equestrian Club, the lat-
est extracurricular activity offered by the school 
system, which includes Kennedy Catholic High 
School and Middle School, and St. John Paul II 
Elementary.
 Club members will pay for discounted riding 
lessons on Saturdays at the 50-acre Five Fillies 
Farm in nearby New Wilmington, Pa. Students 
will conduct fundraising activities and commu-
nity service projects.
 “We’re hoping this program will enhance the 
programs Kennedy already has,” Tebaldi says.
 Tebaldi’s parents, Jim and Lynn Williams, own 
the land on which Five Fillies Farm is located, but 
Tebaldi  runs the business. Taking care of  horses 
has been in her blood since she was a toddler.
 For her, horses teach responsibility and respect, 
relieve stress and provide good exercise.
 “Horses are very large animals and if  you don’t 
take care of  them right away they’ll let you know 
it,” Tebaldi says. “They teach kids you have to 
give respect in order to get it.”

 Another benefi t, she says, is that hors-
es don’t care what you look like or what 
you wear. According to Tebaldi, they are 
trusting and non-judgmental.
 Father Michael Allison, president of  
the Kennedy Catholic schools, is grateful 
to the Williams family and Tebaldi for the 
use of  their farm and facilities.
 “The club will be a great added benefi t 
for our KCFS students and families,” Fa-

ther Allison says.
 In addition to her teaching duties at 
Kennedy, Tebaldi gives riding lessons and 
competes in the equine sport of  three-day 
eventing. She has won fi rst-place awards 
at national equestrian shows. 
 For more information about the club, 
contact Tebaldi at btebaldi@kennedycath-
olicschools.org. Learn more about Five 
Fillies Farm at www.fi vefi lliesfarm.com.

Photo courtesy of  Five Fillies Farm

Kennedy Catholic High School teacher Brigid Williams Tebaldi rides one of her horses 
that will be available to students in the new Equestrian Club.

FAITHLIFE staff
 When it comes to fundraising 
for education, Erie’s Catholic Pre-
paratory School—which includes 
Cathedral Prep and Villa Maria 
Academy—is second to none.
 In fi scal year 2014-15, the 
schools raised a record $10.5 mil-
lion, according to Chris Hagerty, 
director of  strategic initiatives.
 “I think it’s going to be hard 
to have an encore,” Hagerty says. 
“It’s an astonishing amount for 
any Catholic high school in the 
entire country.”
 The fundraising total was an-
nounced Oct. 15 at the President’s 
Leadership Council reception 
held at the Hilbert Family Library 

Commons at Cathedral Prep in 
downtown Erie. Bishop Lawrence 
Persico was in attendance, along 
with about 200 alumni, support-
ers and donors.
 A couple of  signifi cant events 
occurred in the 2014-15 fi scal year 

that contributed to the grand to-
tal, Hagerty says. Last November, 
donors gave a record $2.9 million 
in a one-day, online fundraising 
campaign, and multiple monetary 
gifts have been given to fund the 
new Prep and Villa Events Center 

on W. 12th Street.
 “We’re very proud of  the sup-
porters we have. It’s a testimony 
to the commitment our donors 
have to Prep and Villa,” Hagerty 
adds.
 The Prep and Villa Events 
Center has been under construc-
tion for more than a year and is 
set to open late this fall.
 Bishop Persico is expected to 
preside at a Mass and a blessing/
dedication ceremony in the cen-
ter’s gymnasium the day before 
Thanksgiving.
 As for the consistently gener-
ous contributions made to Prep 
and Villa, Hagerty says it’s all 
about “giving people an opportu-
nity to make a difference.”



 ERIE—The Catholic Daughters of  the Americas Court Erie #515 
recently celebrated its 95th anniversary with a luncheon at the Sieben-
buerger Club in Erie. Guest speaker was national director, Letty Cal-
vetti. Several past and present members and offi cers attended the Erie 
event. Pictured, seated from left, are: Mary E. May, past 1st vice state 
regent; Letty Calvetti; and Laraine McGinnis, past state regent. 
Standing from left, are: Lisa McCann, state treasurer; Peg Rafferty, 
1st vice state regent; and Jeannette Kitch, district deputy.

DCC teachers get muddy for a cause

 DuBOIS—Five DuBois Central Catholic teachers ac-
cepted the challenge to participate in last month’s Pitts-
burgh Mudderella to benefi t victims of  violence. The 
team was named, appropriately, Dirt Covered Cardinals, 
to refl ect the school’s mascot. Team members, from left, 
were: Jenn Graeca, Renee Burley, Dawn Bressler, De-
idre Minns and Shannon Dinsmore. The event raised 

OLCS gives donation to St. Martin Center

 ERIE—Our Lady’s Christian School and St. Jude the Apostle Church in Erie recently pre-
sented St. Martin’s Center with a $500 check raised from a 5K run/walk at Presque Isle State 
Park. Pictured, from left, are: teacher Mary Conti, eighth-grader Jacob Clark, second-grader 
Adam Clark, St. Martin Executive Director David Gonzalez, Principal Stephen Nemenz, pre-
schooler Milo Mastrian, fi fth-grader Sarah Clark, third-grader Lohan Mastrian, and teacher 
Kim Cairns.

Constitution Day celebrated at BSS

 ERIE—Students and teachers of  Blessed Sacrament School in Erie 
celebrated Constitution Day on Sept. 17. Chuck Brendel, the guardian 
of  a 60-by-30-foot fl ag, unfurled it in the school gymnasium with the 
help of  the entire student body.
 Brendel, who is a Vietnam veteran and a retired U.S. Army reservist, 
spoke about the Constitution and the United States fl ag.

Celebrating sisters at annual picnic

 FAIRVIEW—Sister Mary Fromknecht, SSJ, left, and Sister Laura 
Valimont, OSB, joined more than 50 other women religious who at-
tended the Serra Club of  Erie’s annual picnic for religious sisters Sept. 
19 at Camp Notre Dame in Fairview.
 The picnic is hosted annually by the Hilbert family and has the sup-
port of  the Serra Club of  Erie. The three major orders in the Diocese 
of  Erie were well represented, along with several sisters from smaller 
communities. Father Nicholas Rouch celebrated Mass, while Bishop 
Lawrence Persico and Bishop Emeritus Donald Trautman both attend-
ed the picnic.

Sisters welcome new associates

 ERIE—The Sisters of  St. Joseph of  Northwestern Pennsylvania 
welcomed eight people into associate membership during a special 
prayer service held in the chapel of  the sisters’ Community Living 
Center in Erie. The new associates are: Mary Hickin, Thomas Hud-
son, Nancy Imler, Pam Kiehlmeier, Ben and Brenda Villa, Mary 
Ann Weber and Betsy Williams. Associates are Christian women and 
men who choose to come together to share the nature and spirit of  the 
Sisters of  St. Joseph to further the reign of  God. Currently, there are 
247 associate members of  the Sisters of  St. Joseph of  Northwestern 
Pennsylvania.

Farrell parishioners visit large shrine

 FARRELL—Members and friends of  St. Adalbert Parish, Farrell, 
recently visited the Servants of  Mary Center of  Peace Shrine in Wind-
sor, Ohio, home of  the world’s largest statue of  Mary as Our Lady of  
Guadalupe. At the center of  the 50-acre farm, Mary’s likeness stands 
50 feet tall and is covered by more than 450,000 mosaic tiles. Pictured 
in the front row are: Cissy DeBonis, Sharon Miller, Beth Palisin and 
Father Joe Campbell. In the back row are: Jordan and Ursula Feld-
man, Barb and Jessica Pisarcik, Drew Palisin, and Lisa and Emil 
DeBonis.

CDA marks 95th anniversary

funds for the non-profi t Futures without Violence, an 
organization whose goal is to prevent and end domestic 
violence, aid the development of  programs to help sup-
port survivors of  domestic violence and their families, 
provide a safe haven for those affected, and offer educa-
tion for the children exposed to violence on how healthy 
relationships can be achieved.

DuBois Central Catholic invites you to the
Sixth Annual Grand Gala

Saturday, November 14th, 2015
At the DuBois Country Club

DuBois, PA

                                   Presented by:
                                 SEI Investments

                                 S &T Bank
                         Ralph A. Cardamone, M.D., P.C.
                      Clyde, Ferraro & Company, L.L.P.

                   6:00 p.m. Cocktails and Hors d’oeuvres
                7:00 p.m. Dinner

               8:00 p.m. Silent and Live Auction
                 Grand Prize Drawing

              8:30 p.m. Dancing to “The Moonlighters”

             Tickets: $55 per person     Cash Bar Only
            $400 for table of Eight      Cocktail attire

          R.S.V.P. by November 2, 2015

Grand Prize Drawing 

The Naples Bay Resort, Naples, Florida

STUMP 
Back yards - tight spots - No problem

Ken (814) 474-2195 or
(814) 397-0384

GRINDING 
by Ken Eaton

Free estimates, Insured, Shrubs and 
small trees removed, Prompt service
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