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See RESTORATION, page 2

Among the recent renovations at 
St. Patrick Parish in Erie included 
placing LED bulbs in the sanctu-
ary dome and other parts of the 
ceiling (left), as well as behind the 
life-size statuary of the Stations 
of the Cross (above).

See YOUTH MINISTRY, 
page 3

See NEWTOWN, page 3Get the link at www.ErieRCD.org

currently 907 members!

Passing on 
the faith

Pro-life prayer 
breakfast

See PILGRIMAGE, page 3

By Jason Koshinskie
FaithLife editor

     ERIE — When the lights were raised at 
St. Patrick Parish in Erie during Christmas 
Eve Mass amid the blaring of  trumpets and 
the sound of  kettle drums and the pipe or-
gan, the church’s restorations were revealed 
for the fi rst time and the congregation’s reac-
tion was audible. 
 As the notes of  “O Come All Ye Faithful” 
came from the pipe organ, so did the gasps 
from parishioners. 
 “Wow!” 
 “It’s hard to believe!”
 “It’s so beautiful!”
 “They were just blown away by it,” said 
Msgr. Henry Kriegel, pastor of  St. Patrick 
and St. Hedwig parishes. “It was gorgeous.” 
 The Mass marked the fi rst time in nearly 
fi ve months parishioners could worship in 
their church. Since Aug. 3, Masses were 
moved to the parish’s former Cauley Center 
now owned by Erie Insurance. Soon after, 
scaffolding was erected and pews were re-
moved to begin a $1 million restoration of  
the church.
 “It’s such a magnifi cent building to begin 
with,” said Msgr. Kriegel, who has served as 
pastor since 2009. “I had asked the parish 
to vote on it. Everybody bought into it. We 

needed to raise a million dollars and 
it was the easiest million dollars any-
body’s ever raised simply because 
people love the building so much.” 
 The restoration of  the church has 
been the highlight of  the parish’s 
175th anniversary. In 2011, the par-
ish published a book on its history 
by Msgr. Kriegel, “St. Patrick’s Par-
ish 1837-2012—175 Years Serving 
Erie’s East Bayfront Community.” 
In October, the parish held an anni-
versary banquet at the Bayfront Con-
vention Center. Bishop Lawrence 
Persico will celebrate a rededication 

Mass at St. Patrick on June 23. 
 St. Patrick Parish, known as the 
“Spirit of  the Bayfront,” was estab-
lished in 1837. The cornerstone of  
the current church was laid in 1903 
and the fi rst Mass took place in 1906. 
In 1997, a fundraising campaign was 
initiated to clean the exterior of  
the church, repair the stained glass 
windows and restore the life-size 
statuary of  the Stations of  the Cross, 
which are a popular pilgrimage spot. 
 “You should see this place during 
Lent,” Msgr. Kriegel said. “There 
are 50 to 75 people praying the Sta-

tions at any one time.” 
 The restoration marked the fi rst 
time major interior work was done 
to the church since 1978 when there 
was a fi re in the dome, Msgr. Kriegel 
said. 
 The parish hired Conrad Schmitt 
Studios, Inc. in Berlin, Wis., for the 
project. In 2011, exterior work began 
which involved repointing the entire 

Church restoration marks 
175th anniversary of  
St. Patrick Parish in Erie

By Jason Koshinskie
FaithLife editor

     More than 2,000 young 
people throughout the Dio-
cese of  Erie met Christ and 
experienced their faith at 
a youth ministry event in 
2012. 
 More than 700 kids at-
tended the middle school 
youth rally in April at St. 
Mark Catholic Center in 
Erie and nearly 500 par-
ticipated in the high school 
youth rally in September at 
Elk County Catholic High 
School in St. Marys. Anoth-
er thousand went to various 
events including Catholic 
Leadership Institute (CLI), 
Divine Mercy Encounter, 
Young Church Eucharistic 
Adoration (YCEA), Catho-
lic Heart Work Camp and 
discipleship retreats among 
other experiences. 
 The goal for 2013 is to 
continue to offer young peo-

ple ways to experience their 
faith with each other. 
 “We’re trying to provide 
opportunities for parishes 
and schools to build young 
disciples,” said Father Steve 
Schreiber, director of  Youth 
and Young Adult Ministry 
for the diocese. 
 Chaz Burger, a junior 
at West Middlesex High 
School, participated in 
Anointed, a retreat for high 
school boys at the St. Thom-
as More House of  Prayer 
in Cranberry. Burger said 

the retreat has helped him 
become more courageous 
about proclaiming the Gos-
pel with a deeper knowledge 
of  how to answer questions 
about the faith. 
 “During the retreat, I’ve 
never prayed so much in 
my life on the weekend,” he 
said. “I had never felt closer 
to Christ and to those who 

share my love for him. Ev-
erything about the retreat 
was perfect, especially the 
food. I’d defi nitely recom-
mend it to any guy willing to 
grow closer to Jesus and to 
eat lots of  good food.”
 Bob McAvoy, a sopho-
more at Warren Area High 
School, attended CLI in 
2012 and said it helped mold 

him into a better Catholic 
and a better person. 
 “Going to CLI was one of  
the greatest decisions I have 
made in my life because it 
helped me realize and focus 
on what is really important 
in my life,” McAvoy said. “I 
came to know God and my-
self  much more by the end 
of  the week.”
 Emily Solic participated 
in a CLI seven years ago. 
Solic said the retreat is still 
bearing fruits in her life. 
Currently a theology teacher 
at Villa Maria Academy in 
Erie, she now assists at CLI. 
 “I am continuously re-
minded of  the lessons of  
leadership, friendship and 
faith that the week provides,” 
Solic said. “Experiencing 
CLI in high school undoubt-
edly assisted in setting a 
clearer path and view of  the 

More than 700 young people attended last year’s middle 
school youth rally. There are two youth rallies scheduled for 
2013 (see youth ministry schedule on page 7). 
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By Jason Koshinskie
FaithLife editor

     An outpouring of  help 
for Newtown, Conn., where 
a horrifi c school shooting 
took place Dec. 14, from 
the Catholic community has 
lifted the town. 
 Rodd Blessey, a youth 
minister at St. Rose of  Lima 
Parish in Newtown, said the 
outreach has been inspiring. 
 “Certainly we’ve been lift-
ed up in prayer, but the gen-
erosity is amazing,” Blessey 
said. 
 People from the parish, 
the Diocese of  Bridgeport, 
Conn., the state and beyond 
are responding to the after-
math of  the tragic deaths 
at Sandy Hook Elementary 
School, he said. 
 “We’ve had a tremendous 
amount of  calls from people 
all over the world, an e-mail 
from the pope and letters 
and gifts sent though the 
parish for the affected fami-
lies and children in general,” 
he said. Rosaries and stuffed 

Newtown community lifted 
by prayers, generosity

animals are among the items 
received at the parish. 
 During the Christmas sea-
son, St. Ann Church in Erie 
set up a pictorial memorial 
next to the Sacred Heart of  
Jesus and Immaculate Heart 
of  Mary statues. Parishioners 
committed to lighting 26 can-
dles and kept them burning in 
memory of  the 26 victims. 
 “The Christmas season 
is an extended season in the 

Catholic Church,” said Fa-
ther Jerry Priscaro, a priest 
in residence at St. Ann. “The 
season celebrates the birth 
of  the Christ child, the feast 
of  the Holy Family and the 
feast of  the holy innocents. 
We felt that with the tying 
of  those themes and given 
what happened to these fam-
ilies and these children, they 

Kindergarten (pictured) and 1st grade students at St. Michael 
School in Greenville made prayer pillows for the families 
that lost a loved one in the Sandy Hook Elementary School 
shooting. Prior to sending them, students said a prayer for 
the families and victims. The 3rd grade class made rosary 
beads for parents who lost a child in the attack. 

 If  travel to Italy has been 
on your bucket list, it’s time 
to save the dates and start sav-
ing your money: Faith maga-
zine is going to lead a 10-day 
pilgrimage to Florence, Siena, 
Assisi and Rome Sept. 12-21. 
 “Many tour companies have 
approached us about doing a 
pilgrimage over the years,” said 
Anne-Marie Welsh, editor of  
Faith magazine, who has en-
gaged the services of  Unitours, 
Inc., to design a custom-made, 
unforgettable tour.
 “After we published our is-
sue covering the ‘ad limina’ 
visit in Rome last year, people 
asked if  we were ever going 
to offer a tour. So when Pope 
Benedict declared the Year of  
Faith, the timing seemed ideal.”
 The Most Rev. Lawrence 
Persico, bishop of  Erie, hopes 
to be able to meet the group 
while pilgrims are in Rome.
 “The bishop’s schedule is in-
tense,” Welsh said, “but we are 
making the trip with his bless-
ing. And while we can’t con-
fi rm, we hope our pilgrimage 
will coincide with a seminar he 
expects to attend in Rome next 
fall. It would be the icing on 

Faith magazine offering Year 
of Faith pilgrimage to Italy

the cake if  we are able to have 
Mass with Bishop Persico while 
in Rome, and we’re going to 
do everything we can to make 
that happen.” Father Edward 
Lohse, former chancellor of  
the Diocese of  Erie who is now 
working with the Congregation 
for the Clergy in Rome, also 

National Prayer Vigil for Life – 
Jan. 24-25

 The National Prayer Vigil for Life is an all-night 
pro-life prayer vigil held on the eve of  the March for 
Life each January. More than 20,000 pilgrims from 
across the nation pray through the night for an end 
to abortion and a greater respect for all human life. 
It is held at the Basilica of  the National Shrine of  
the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C.
 The vigil schedule will include the opening Mass 
celebrated in the Great Upper Church. Prayer will 
continue throughout the night with the national 
rosary for life, night prayer and holy hours for life. 
The prayer vigil will conclude with morning prayer, 
Benediction and the closing Mass the next morning.

March for Life – Jan. 25

 Thousands of  pro-life activists and supporters 
from around the country will join the annual na-
tional March for Life in Washington, D.C. The rally 
begins at the National 
Mall and the march con-
tinues to the steps of  the 
Supreme Court. 
 This year’s March for 
Life falls several days 
after the 40th anniver-
sary of  the Roe v. Wade 
Supreme Court decision 
that legalized abortion. 
 For more information, 
visit www.marchforlife.org.

Blessing of St. Michael Parish, 
Fryburg – Jan. 27

 Bishop Lawrence Per-
sico will celebrate Mass 
at St. Michael Parish in 
Fryburg on Sunday, Jan. 
27 at 10 a.m. to recognize 
the recent renovations of  
the church. A parish so-
cial and meet-and-greet 
event with Bishop Persi-
co will be held following 
Mass.

St. Francis de Sales St. John Bosco

Jan. 21 St. Agnes

Jan. 22 Day of  prayer for the legal protection  
 of  unborn children

Jan. 23 St. Vincent 

Jan. 24 St. Francis de Sales 

Jan. 25 Conversion of  St. Paul the Apostle 

Jan. 26 Ss. Timothy and Titus

Jan. 28 St. Thomas Aquinas

Jan. 31 St. John Bosco

Feb. 2 Presentation of  the Lord

Feb. 3 World Day for Consecrated Life

If the Holy Father is in resi-
dence, participants will at-
tend his weekly general audi-
ence during Faith magazine’s 
Year of Faith pilgrimage to 
Italy Sept. 12-21.

A look at Catholic 
schools in the 
Diocese of  Erie, 
section B.

Toronto teen Lia Mills 
to speak at Pro-Life of  
Mercer County event, 
page 4.
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NEW BUSINESS LOCATION:
3425 Peach Street

Erie, PA 16508
(814) 864-4100 

Physical Therapy, LLC

Local Catholic - Family Owned

www.proximotravel.com 
email: anthony@proximotravel.com

Prices are ALL-INCLUSIVE W/ Airfare  
from anywhere in the continental USA  

Trips to Scotland, France, Ireland, Shrines of Europe and much 
more.. ranging from  $3,599—$4,699 for 2013. 

 
855-842-8001 |  814-479-4165 

Carmela A. Dupuis 
Executive Director

Italy/Switzerland: Apr. 6-18, Apr. 13-25, Apr. 20-May 2... 
Italy Regular: Apr. 6-14, Apr. 13-21, Apr. 20-28, Apr. 27-
May 5, May 4-12, May 11-19, May 18-26, May 25-Jun. 2...
Holy Land: Apr. 1-11, Apr. 8-18, Apr. 15-25 …  
Holy Land/Italy: Apr. 1-14, Apr. 8-21, Apr. 15-28, Apr. 22-
May 5, Apr. 29-May 12, May 6-19, May 13-26 …  
Italy South: Apr. 27-May 9, May 4-16, May 11-23…  
Austria/Germany/Switzerland: May 4-16, Jul. 6-18 …   
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All your collision needs.
Special Wash, Wax/Interior - $75.00

453-6185

Since 1947

63 Years of Excellence

CLOCK REPAIR
Burdie’s Clock Shop
238 South Main St.
Cambridge Springs, PA 16403
(814) 398-8263

“We Make House Calls”

Faith Music Festival
February 10      12 p.m. - 6 p.m.

St. John the Evangelist Parish Center
1001 Main St. East, Rt. 20, Girard, PA

Featuring local bands and musical
groups including:

 1 p.m. Wing and a Prayer 4 p.m. Gina Marie Flower/
 2 p.m. Selah Praise Band            Renegade Roosters
 3 p.m. Leaving September 5 p.m. Burnett, Firth & Moore   

Also featuring food, Chinese auction theme baskets and more.
Scripture shirts available.

Admission: $2 adults, free for children and students
FREE PARKING

IN THE U.S.

40 years after Roe v. Wade, pro-life
 movement strengthens its resolve
 Forty years after the U.S. Supreme Court legalized abortions, the 
pro-life movement hasn’t stepped back in its resolve to see the decision 
reversed. Each year near Jan. 22, the day of  the Roe vs. Wade and Doe 
vs. Bolton decisions on abortion, tens of  thousands of  protesters march 
in Washington and 
San Francisco and 
also take part in 
local events across 
the country hoping 
to change abortion 
laws. This year will 
be no exception. 
The annual March 
for Life in Wash-
ington will take 
place Friday Jan. 
25 — instead of  
Jan. 22 — to ac-
commodate par-
ticipants because 
the anniversary 
date is the day after public ceremonies for the presidential inaugura-
tion, which would have made it diffi cult to secure enough hotel rooms 
for the thousands expected  to descend on the nation’s capital. 
 Jeanne Monahan, the new president of  the March for Life Educa-
tion & Defense Fund, which organizes and runs the rally and march 
each year in Washington, said hotels reserved for march participants 
fi lled a month earlier than usual, serving as just one indication that this 
year’s event will draw record crowds.

Pennsylvania to join federal exchange;
 impact on abortion issue unclear
 Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Corbett announced Dec. 12 that the state 
would not set up its own health insurance exchange and instead join 
the federal exchange, which will cover elective abortions. Just how the 
decision will impact such issues as abortion was not totally clear. At 
the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation, legislative director Maria Vitale 
Gallagher said she thinks states can opt out of  abortion coverage in the 
federal exchange. Douglas Johnson, legislative director for National 
Right to Life in Washington, said that although the Patient Protection 
and Affordable Care Act will cover abortions, individual states can pass 
a law to opt out of  abortion coverage if  the state has decided not to set 
up its own insurance exchange program. 
 Under the wording of  the law it doesn’t matter whether the state or 
the federal government runs the exchange program. At least 15 states 
have already done this, he said, adding that “it has to be a well-draft-
ed opt-out law.” Unless the state legislatures do this, abortion will be 
covered under the law. In Pennsylvania, the state Catholic conference, 
after consultation with its attorneys, believes the opt-out is possible. 
The conference, which is the public policy arm of  the state’s bishops, is 
urging the Legislature to draft legislation for it, but nothing can happen 
until lawmakers reconvene in January. 

AROUND THE WORL D 

Irish government announces plans to
 legalize abortion, with limits
 The Irish government has announced plans to legalize abortion in 
limited circumstances, but Minister for Health James Reilly insisted his 
plans will take “full account of  the equal right to life of  the unborn 
child.” The announcement contradicts a 2011 campaign promise by 
Prime Minister Enda Kenny that his government would not introduce 
abortion in the predominantly Catholic country. In a statement, Ire-
land’s four top Catholic churchmen said everyone should be concerned 
by the announcement. 
 “If  what is being proposed were to become law, the careful balance 
between the equal right to life of  a mother and her unborn child in 
current law and medical practice in Ireland would be fundamentally 
changed. It would pave the way for the direct and intentional killing 
of  unborn children. This can never be morally justifi ed in any circum-
stances,” said their statement. They said human dignity depended on 
“our respect for the right to life of  every person from the moment of  
conception to natural death. The right to life is the most fundamental 
of  all rights. It is the very basis for every other right we enjoy as per-
sons.” They also urged that, when the legislation is introduced, law-
makers be allowed to vote according to their consciences. 

PEOPLE

Pope advances sainthood causes of
 Pope Paul VI, more than 850 others
 Pope Benedict XVI advanced the sainthood cause of  Pope Paul VI 
by recognizing the Italian pope as having lived the Christian virtues in 
a heroic way. He also recognized a miracle attributed to the interces-
sion of  an Italian martyr who, with an estimated 800 other people, died 
at the hands of  Ottoman invaders in 
the 15th century, and he recognized a 
miracle attributed to the fi rst blessed 
to be born, live and die in Colom-
bia, Blessed Mother Laura Montoya. 
They now can be declared saints. 
The pope also formally recognized 
the martyrdom of  33 victims of  the 
Spanish Civil War and advanced the 
causes of  18 other men and women. 
 During a meeting Dec. 20 with 
Cardinal Angelo Amato, prefect of  
the Congregation for Saints’ Causes, 
the pope signed the decree approv-
ing the heroic virtues of  Pope Paul 
VI, making him “venerable.” Before 
Pope Paul can be beatifi ed, the Vati-
can must recognize that a miracle has 
occurred through his intercession. Born Giovanni Battista Montini 
1897 in the northern Italian province of  Brescia, Pope Paul VI is prob-
ably best remembered for seeing the Second Vatican Council through to 
its end and helping implement its far-reaching reforms. He is also well 
remembered as the author of  “Humanae Vitae,” his 1968 encyclical 
reaffi rming church teaching that artifi cial birth control is intrinsically 
wrong, which became a focus of  controversy and dissent.

Pope Paul VI

“St. Patrick’s Parish 1837-
2012—175 Years Serving Erie’s 
East Bayfront Community,” a 
history of the parish written by 
Msgr. Henry Kriegel, is avail-
able at the parish by calling 
814.454.8085.

Church restoration marks 175th anniversary of  St. Patrick Parish in Erie

building, structural work and the 
cleaning and painting of  the win-
dow sills. 
 In August, interior work began. 
Areas with peeled and cracked 
paint were repainted and cracks 
in the plaster were repaired. The 
top portions of  a number of  col-
umns were cut and replaced. 
LED bulbs now light the sanctu-
ary dome and other parts of  the 
ceiling. Gold leafi ng was done 
on column tops and arches. The 
church’s green carpeting has been 
replaced with new white marble. 
Worn out pew cushions have 
been replace by new ones covered 
in stain-resistant fabric. The par-
ish also added a new air condi-
tioning system. 
 Parishioner Chip Wachter 
volunteered to be on the church 
building and grounds committee. 
Wachter is also an architect with 
Kidder Wachter Architecture & 
Design. The history of  the church 
is important to him. His father’s 
family was baptized there and his 
wife’s family is also from the par-

ish. 
 “Nobody wanted to see a radi-
cal renovation of  the church,” he 
said. “We were deliberate about 
making subtle changes. There’s 
a lot of  great detail there. We 
wanted to make what is naturally 
there really shine and not be gar-
ish about it.” 
 Wachter called St. Patrick an 
American hybrid church, built 
during a period when steel was 
just beginning to be used in build-
ing. 
 “It’s very traditional,” he 
said. “People have always been 
very passionate about St. Pat’s. 
As stewards of  the building, the 
restoration was the right thing to 
do.” 
 Mary McCarthy said her fa-
vorite part of  the restoration was 
the painting of  the words “Sanc-
tus, Sanctus, Sanctus” separated 
by shamrocks over the main altar. 
A lifelong parishioner, McCar-
thy served on the Stations of  the 
Cross and windows committee. 
 “I was so awed by it,” she said 
of  her reaction to seeing the fi nal 
product. “I was very relieved that 

the important parts were still 
kept. Some of  the features really 
stand out. There’s enough con-
trast so it’s not distracting but it 
brings forth the intricate and ex-
quisite work that was done years 
ago. The lighting is really amaz-
ing, especially on the Stations of  
the Cross. When you look at the 
life-size statues, they really come 
to life.” 

 In his Christmas Eve homily, 
Msgr. Kriegel called the church “a 
gift to the City of  Erie” and spoke 
about it revitalizing the neighbor-
hood. The parish has nearly 600 
registered families, with many 
younger families and young pro-
fessionals fi nding a spiritual home 
in the faith community. Many of  
them volunteer at the parish food 
pantry, which feeds 800 families a 

week, he said. 
 “I think I’ve had more fun than 
I’ve ever had in my priesthood,” 
Msgr. Kriegel said of  his pastoral 
assignment. “It’s a neat group of  
people with no egos. They have 
just a great sense of  Irish humor 
to themselves and they’re very 
faith fi lled.”
 He said the restoration has 
made the parish an even more vi-

brant place. 
 “I think it has not only been a 
shot in the arm for me to see it re-
stored, but certainly for the parish 
as a whole,” he said.

Young people walk with a banner at the start of 
last year’s March for Life in Washington.

The fi rst Mass at the newly restored St. Patrick Parish was 
celebrated on Christmas Eve, fi ve months after interior 
work began in the church. 

 Two Catholic elementary schools in Erie 
have plans to recognize the Sisters of  St. Jo-
seph for their years of  ministry in Catholic 
education. 
 Villa Maria Elementary School will host 
“Legacy of  Love—A Night Honoring Sister 
Margaret Frank, SSJ” on April 20 at the 
Ambassador in Erie. Sister Margaret served 
as VME’s principal for nearly 35 years. For 
more information on the event, contact Jes-
sica Nelson, VME’s director of  develop-
ment, at 814.838.5451 Ext. 223 or e-mail 
jessica.nelson@vmelementary.com. 
 Our Lady’s Christian School will celebrate the ministry of  its 
SSJ teachers at the school’s Legacy Celebration on May 11. To 
show the sisters how many lives they’ve touched through their 
love, dedication, counsel and teaching, OLC is asking its alumni 
to share their stories—poignant or funny. Anecdotes should be 
sent to Judy Vorisek, OLC development director, at vorisek@
olcs-erie.com or Advancement Offi ce, Our Lady’s Christian 
School, 606 Lowell Ave., Erie, PA 16505. 
 Helen Trocki, 97, died Dec. 18, but the work of  her hands will 
live on in the prayers of  young people throughout the Diocese of  
Erie. Over the years, Trocki made more than 46,000 rosaries for 
the Rosaries for Kids program. According to Trocki’s family, her 
fi nal tally was 46,586. A member of  St. George Parish in Erie, 
she was a recipient of  the Bishop’s Commendation for Service 
award in 2011. 
 We last saw her Dec. 7 when she visited the diocese’s adminis-
trative offi ces at St. Mark Catholic Center along with Steve Cash 
of  the Knights of  Columbus and Margie Walsh of  the World 
Apostolate of  Fatima, organizations which co-sponsor Rosaries 
for Kids. They asked Bishop Lawrence Persico to bless the latest 
batch of  rosaries that will be given to students at our Catholic 
schools and religious education programs. 
 We offer our condolences to several clergy and religious who 
lost siblings. Eleanor Tarasovitch, sister of  Father Donald Ber-
dis, Sister Audrey Berdis, OSB, and Sister Kevin Berdis, OSF, 
died Dec. 28. Mary Miklos, sister of  Msgr. Charles Murcko, 
died Jan. 10. 
 In our conversation with Bishop Persico on the mission of  
Catholic schools (see Catholic Schools insert), he spoke about 
his Catholic education experiences growing up. His home parish 
of  St. Cajetan in Monessen built an elementary school when he 
was entering second grade. From then on, he went to Catholic 
schools. 
 St. Cajetan was staffed by the Sisters of St. Joseph from 
Baden, and he had the sisters in all of  the grades except one. He 
attended St. Joseph Hall, the diocesan high school seminary in 
Greensburg, which included a combination of  priest, lay people 
and women religious teachers. Then it was off  to seminary. 
 “I’m a product of  Catholic schools,” he says.

 Jason Koshinskie is editor of  FaithLife.
Contact him at JKoshinskie@ErieRCD.org  or 814.824.1171.



For the 2012-13 school year 

ENROLLMENT 

  Total Catholic school enrollment in the Diocese of Erie (all schools): 8,429
  Total enrollment K-12: 7,282
  Elementary school enrollment: 4,663
  Middle school enrollment: 338
  Secondary school enrollment: 2,281
  Total enrollment Pre-K: 1,147 (28 elementary schools have a Pre-K program)
  Total parochial students (K-12) in the City of Erie = 2,462
  Total parochial students (K-12) in Erie County = 4,394   (includes city total)
  Total parochial students (K-12) in remaining 12 counties = 2,888  

DEMOGRAPHIC BREAKDOWN

  Catholic, non-Catholic and minority student enrollment
  Elementary level: 87.4% majority, 12.6% minority; 
   81% Catholic, 19% non-Catholic
  Secondary level: 84.8% majority, 15.2% minority; 
   79.4% Catholic, 20.6% non-Catholic

SCHOOLS
 
  38 Catholic schools in the Diocese of Erie
  28 elementary schools
    3 middle schools
    7 secondary schools

PROFESSIONAL STAFF

  710 professional employees (approximate) in our Catholic schools
  660 teachers (full and part time)
  426 elementary school teachers
    31 middle school teachers
  203 secondary school teachers
  98 percent are laity
  2 percent are religious/clergy
  Student/teacher ratio is 13:1

By the
     numbers

A FAITHLIFE SPECIAL SECTION  

Catholic        schools

BRADFORD
 St. Bernard School
 450 W. Washington St. 
 814.368.5302
 Tours offered Jan. 28-Feb. 1
 Registration Feb. 25-March 1

CLARION
 Immaculate Conception School
 729 E. Main St. 
 814.226.8433
 To visit, contact school

CLEARFIELD
 St. Francis School
 230 S. Second St. 
 814.765.2618
 Jan. 29 from 9-11 a.m.

CORRY
 St. Thomas School
 229 W. Washington St. 
 814.665.7375
 Jan. 27 from 12-2 p.m.

DUBOIS
 DuBois Area Catholic
 Elementary School
 200 Central Christian Road
 814.371.2570
 Jan. 27 from 1-3 p.m.

 DuBois Area Catholic
 Middle School
 200 Central Christian Road
 814.371.3060
 March 6 at 7 p.m.

 DuBois Arean Catholic
 High School
 200 Central Christian Road
 814.371.3060 
 March 6 at 7 p.m.

ERIE
 Blessed Sacrament School
 2510 Greengarden Blvd. 
 814.455.1387
 Jan. 27 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

 Cathedral Preparatory School
 225 W. Ninth St. 
 814.453.7737
 Alternate entrance exam date Jan. 26

 Holy Family School
 1153 E. Ninth St. 
 814.452.4720
 Jan. 27 from 1-3 p.m.

 Mercyhurst Preparatory School
 538 E. Grandview Blvd. 
 814.824.2210
 Shadow a student in January
 Call 814.824.2323 to schedule

 Our Lady of Mount Carmel School
 1531 E. Grandview Blvd. 
 814.825.2822
 Jan. 31 from 5:30-7:30 p.m.

 Our Lady of Peace School
 2401 W. 38th St. 
 814.838.3548
 Jan. 27 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

 Our Lady’s Christian School
 606 Lowell Ave. 
 814.838.7676
 Jan. 27 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

 St. Boniface School
 9363 Wattsburg Road
 814.825.4238
 Jan. 27 from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

 St. George School 
 1612 Bryant St. 
 814.864.4821
 Jan. 27 from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

 St. James School
 2602 Buffalo Road
 814.899.3429
 Feb. 3 from 1-3 p.m. 

 St. Luke School
 425 E. 38th St. 
 814.825.7105
 Jan. 27 from 12-2 p.m. 
 
 St. Peter Cathedral School
 160 W. 11th St. 
 814.452.4276
 Jan. 27 from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

    Catholic school

Open Houses

See OPEN HOUSES, page 4B
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 On any given day, Father Matthew 
Ruyechan can be found eating lunch 
with the students at St. Stephen School 
in Oil City. 
 “The kindergarten kids are a hoot-
and-a-half,” said Father Ruyechan, 
pastor of  St. Stephen Parish in Oil City 
and parochial administrator of  St. Ve-
nantius in Rouseville. 
 Like many pastors, he is a priestly 
presence at the local school. He makes 
the short trek across the sidewalk daily, 
sometimes more than once, and checks 
in with Principal Marge Hajduk. He 
walks the halls and peeks in the class-
rooms to say hello. He also teaches 
when he is invited to do so. 
 “It’s a different world over there,” 
Father Ruyechan said of  his school vis-
its. “If  you’re having a bad day at the 
rectory, you can always fi nd something 
good happening at the school. It’s a 
real sense of  family.”
 St. Stephen has students from a 
broad area, he said, not just Oil City. 
 “Nobody’s left out and nobody’s a 
stranger,” he added.  
 Father Ruyechan said it’s important 
for the students to have an impression 
of  a priest not just praying or sitting in 
the rectory but someone who is also 
their friend and enjoys their company. 
 “You just try to be as human and 
sweet to them as possible,” he said. 

    Priests, religious provide faith-fi lled presence 

at Catholic schools

Father Michael Ferrick, president of the Elk County Catholic School System 
and pastor of Queen of the World Parish in St. Marys, greets students daily 
upon their arrival.  

 Whether his presence will yield any 
vocations to the priesthood, he said 
“only time will tell about that.” 
 Sister Linda Ann Fusco, SSJ, said 
the students in her fourth grade class 
at Blessed Sacrament School in Erie 
always have good questions for her. 
 “They’re surprised to fi nd out that 
sisters have Super Bowl parties or that 
I know a Taylor Swift song,” Sister 
Linda said. “I fi nd it fun actually to 
talk about who I am and why I’m a 
sister. They like hearing about the sis-
ters’ jobs. They’re learning about who 
I am.” 
 Sister Linda has taught math, social 
studies and religion at Blessed Sacra-
ment School for 17 years. In a recent 
class about the sacraments, she talked 
about anointing of  the sick and how at 
the Sisters of  St. Joseph Community 
Living Center when a sister is dying, 
the sisters gather and pray for her. 
 “I tell them how important prayer 
is,” she said. “I tell them I pray before 
school and in the evening and how I 
take more time on Sunday morning for 
quiet time.” 
 She guides her students through a 
refl ection and then has them journal 
about the theme. For the school’s voca-
tion cross program, two representatives 
from different classrooms each receive 
a cross on the fi rst Friday of  the month 

at the school Mass as a reminder to 
pray for vocations. 
 “We talk about different voca-
tions—marriage, priest, religious—

how each one serves the people of  
God in a different way,” Sister Linda 
said. “I serve God as a teacher in the 
classroom.” 

By Jason Koshinskie
FaithLife editor

      Any school will give its graduates 
a diploma. But it’s only at a Catholic 
school were a young person is given 
the gift of  faith. 
 The Declaration on Christian Edu-
cation of  the Second Vatican Council 
reminds us that the aim of  Catholic 
schools is to create an atmosphere en-
livened by the Gospel. 
 “If  our schools are not Christ-cen-
tered, they don’t deserve our support,” 
said Father Nicholas Rouch, the Dio-
cese of  Erie’s vicar for Education. “If  
they are, they deserve our best effort 
and plenty of  sacrifi ce.”
 Catholic Schools Week will be cel-
ebrated Jan. 27-Feb. 2. Schools typi-
cally celebrate the week with Masses, 
open houses and other activities for 
students, families, parishioners and 
the community at large. 
 Catholic schools, along with reli-
gious education, are both important 
aspects of  Catholic education, said 

Passing on the faith—the mission of Catholic schools 

Bishop Lawrence Persico.  
 “However, with Catholic schools, 
they have some dimensions that re-
ligious education will never have,” 
Bishop Persico said. “In Catholic 

schools, you have the student all day. 
They can really be formed. Catholic 
schools should form the person in 
their faith, in academics and just all 
around improvement of  the person. 

It’s the formation of  the total person 
in mind, body and soul.” 
 That’s why it’s important, he add-
ed, that those who teach about the 
faith in Catholic schools be dedicated 
to the faith. 
 “They set an example for the stu-
dents to be committed to their faith,” 
he said. 
 The Diocese of  Erie is very for-
tunate in having a long tradition of  
Catholic education, Bishop Persico 
said, attributing that to Archbishop 
John Gannon. 
 “He saw the need and the impor-
tance because it’s within the Catholic 
school that you form a person from 
kindergarten and earlier into the re-
sponsible, Catholic adult that you can 
be.”
 Times have changed certainly. The 
notion of  every parish having its own 
school is not fi nancially possible. 
 “We have to adapt to the times so 
that we can maintain the ministry 

See MISSION, page 4B
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Bishop Lawrence Persico greets students at DuBois Area Catholic School.

Tuition assistance
      The Diocese of  Erie annually provides nearly $2 mil-
lion in tuition assistance for elementary and secondary 
schools. Individual schools also sponsor tuition assistance 
programs. For information on school-
based tuition assistance, contact 
the school directly.
 Students may be eligible for 
two separate scholarship pro-
grams offered by the diocese: 
The Bishop’s Tuition Assis-
tance Program and the STAR 
Foundation. Applicants only 
need to apply once to be eligible 
for both programs. 
 
 Bishop’s Tuition Assistance Program
 This program provides fi nancial aid for students in need 
who wish to attend one of  the diocese’s seven secondary 
schools. Awards are based solely on fi nancial need. 

 STAR Foundation
 Businesses can receive credits for certain types of  taxes 
paid to the state by making a contribution to the STAR 
Foundation of  the Diocese of  Erie. Pennsylvania’s Edu-
cational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) program allows 
businesses to receive up to 90 percent of  their contribution 
in tax credits. Busi-
nesses may also 
benefi t by partici-
pating in the Pre-
Kindergarten Tax 
Credit (PKTC) 
program.
 Businesses may 
choose to desig-
nate their donation to Catholic elementary school(s) and/
or high schools. The STAR Foundation allocates the con-
tributed funds to children of  qualifi ed families whose chil-
dren are enrolled in a Catholic school within the diocese.

Tuition aid application forms for 
2013-14 are available by calling 
the Catholic Schools Offi ce at 
814.824.1220 or online at
www.eriercd.org/schools.asp. 
Application due dates are
March 1 and March 31.



SHADOW A STUDENT. 
IN JANUARY, 

CALL 814.824.2323 
TO SCHEDULE. Unparalleled Preparation For Life

2401 W. 38th Street, Erie, PA 16506 
www.olpcrusaders.org    814-838-3548 

JJoin us at Mass January 26th at 5:00 p.m. or  
January 27th at 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., or 11:00 a.m. 

to Celebrate Catholic Schools Week 

Open House 
Preschool—8th Grade 

Sunday, January 27, 2013 
10:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Ability to register for 2013-2014 school year at Open House 
Must have:  

Completed application 
Birth certificate  
Baptismal certificate (if applicable) 
Immunization records  
$50 Registration fee 

Over $120,000 in Tuition Assistance  
available for the 2013—2014 school year 

Open House: Sunday, January 27
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Preschool through 8th grade. Meet teachers, students and faculty.

Blessed Sacrament School

www.bserie.org

2510 Greengarden Rd., Erie, PA  16502 
814-455-1387 / sherik@bserie.org

  Our Lady of Mount Carmel School   
    Celebrating 50 years of Catholic Education
  

                                  

1531 East Grandview Blvd. 
Erie, Pa. 16510

Visit our Open House
Thursday, January 31 

5:30-7:30 P.M.

                For more information,

Holy Family School
814 -452-4720, 1153 East 9th Street

Sunday, January 27, 2013
Opening Liturgy at noon

followed by Open House until 3:00 p.m. 
Group tours available. Children can shadow at any time.

“We are ALL pencils in the hand of GOD.” -Mother Teresa

ERIE’S EASTSIDE 
   CATHOLIC SCHOOL
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 Lindsey Lynch is in her second 
year of  teaching at St. Peter Cathe-
dral School in Erie. While gaining 
valuable experience in the class-
room, she is simultaneously work-
ing toward her master’s degree. 
 Lynch is one of  six teachers 
in the Diocese of  Erie who are 
part of  the Partnership for Ad-
vancement of  Catholic Education 
(PACE). The program is a partner-
ship with the diocese, one of  its 
Catholic elementary schools and 
Gannon University. 
 The purpose of  PACE is to at-
tract and retain talented teachers 
who want to teach in a Catholic 
school.
 In two years, PACE participants 
not only acquire teaching experi-
ence but also complete a state-
recognized induction program to-
ward a Level II teaching certifi cate 
and receive a master’s in education 
from Gannon. 
 “I knew I wanted to teach as 
soon as I completed my under-
grad,” said Lynch, 23. “But I also 
wanted to get my master’s.” 
 In May, she will receive her 
master’s in curriculum and instruc-

    PACE program helps teachers, 
strengthens classrooms

Open House
January 27, 2013

11:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
9363 Wattsburg Road

Erie, PA  16509
(814) 825-4238

www.stbonifaceschool.com

SAINT
BONIFACE

CATHOLIC SCHOOL
Educate  Believe  Achieve

SIMPLY

EXCEPTIONAL

 A commitment to service is at the heart of  the Gospel 
message and Catholic schools strengthen that commit-
ment. 
 Many of  our Catholic elementary schools have grade-
level service requirements for their students which can 
range from fi ve hours per student for the primary grades 
(1-4) and up to 20 hours per student in the upper grades 
(5-8). 
 All Catholic high schools have a service requirement 
for their students, which varies from school to school. 
For example, Catholic high schools in the City of  Erie 
require 25 hours per student per year of  service work. 
Most students compile more than the 100-hour mini-
mum requirement during their high school years. 

The Elk County Catholic High School senior class spent a fall day at 
Parker Dam State Park removing brush, planting trees, cleaning up 
litter and performing a variety of other tasks on its annual service-
oriented retreat. The day’s theme was “Faith” and class members 
wore T-shirts printed with the words “Live Like That,” a song by 
the Sidewalk Prophets that talks about devoting oneself to God and 
others. The seniors also had the opportunity to participate in a Mass 
together.

The 1st grade class at St. Joseph School in Lucinda recently completed a service 
project for a school family with a preschooler who has been diagnosed with leu-
kemia. The family travels for chemotherapy treatments, so students donated a gas 
card. For the student, they collected games, coloring books, crayons and puzzles. 
They also prayed for the family concerning their travels and hospital visits.

Diocesan students in grades 2-8 par-
ticipate in standardized testing annual-
ly, taking the Stanford 10 test each Oc-
tober. The Stanford 10 is an up-to-date, 
rigorous test that challenges students 
while providing parents and teachers 
with important information about each 
student’s academic strengths and areas 
of  concern
 Students made considerable gains in 
this year’s Stanford scores. Diocesan 
7th and 8th graders made an overall 
increase of  11 percent over last year’s 
scores. The 7th and 8th graders scored 
at the 80th percentile in the complete 
battery of  Stanford 10 assessments. 
This means that 80 percent of  the stu-
dents nationally scored at or below the 
scores Catholic school students in the 

Academic excellence

Diocese of  Erie received. This year’s 
diocesan scores were all above the 50th 
percentile. 
 For questions about standardized 
testing in diocesan Catholic schools, 
contact Kim Lytle, director of  curricu-
lum at the Catholic Schools Offi ce at 
814.824.1248.

tion. In addition, she plans on pursuing an 
additional degree as a reading specialist. 
 PACE participants receive a stipend for 
teaching and expenses for their coursework at 
Gannon are paid by the school and diocese. 
 “I love everything about my school,” 
Lynch said. “As a younger teacher, I think I 
can relate to the students so much more.” 

 After teaching third grade last year, she 
switched to second grade for 2012-13. 
 In addition to her teaching duties, she is 
also the cheerleading coach at St. Peter Ca-
thedral School. 
 She said she plans on continuing to be an 
elementary school teacher once she fi nishes 
the program.



One School… 
One Family… 
One Future... 

YOUR FUTURE! 

Villa Maria 
Academy 

Cathedral 
Preparatory 

School 

Alternate Entrance Exam Date:       
Saturday, January 26, 2013 

For more information call: 
Tim Dougherty (Prep) 814-453-7737 x2242 

Amy Oldach (Villa) 814-838-2061 x3239 

VENANGO CATHOLIC 
HIGH SCHOOL

venangocatholic.org • @venangocatholic
814.677.3098

Safe

Faithful

Strong Curriculum

Affordable

Open House - March 12, 6 to 9 p.m. • Tour anytime
Financial aid available (applications due 3/31)

YOU!

Sports & Extras

  
 

Elk County Catholic School System 
Information Night 

Tuesday, January 29, 2013 
 

St. Marys Catholic Elementary | 6 - 7:30 p.m. 
St. Marys Catholic Middle | 7 - 8:30 p.m. 
Elk County Catholic High | 7 - 8:30 p.m. 

 
Directors of Admissions 

Mrs. Bridget Roberts, Elem/Middle | (814-834-4169) 
Mr. Wee J. Fernan, High | (814-834-7800) 

Please visit www.eccss.org for more information! 

Saint Leo School: Th e Journey Begins Here.

Registration: February 3rd and 4th, 2013
125 Depot Street, Ridgway PA 15853

(814) 772-9775
stleoschoolridgway.com

Open House
Sunday, Jan. 27
1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Register To
Win A $500
Scholarship!
2551 W. 8th St.
Erie, PA  16505
814-838-5451

Founded by the Sisters of St. Joseph in 1982

www.vmelementary.com
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The Central Difference:
Learn Well. Live Well.

Serve Well.

www.duboiscatholic.com
DuBois Area Catholic School, Inc.  

DUBOIS CENTRAL CATHOLIC
Home of the Cardinals

200-210  Central Christian Road
 Pre-K thru 5th Middle/High School
 814.371.2570 814.371.3060

Cathedral School 
St. Peter

Established in 1896

Where we begin and end each day in prayer!

Open House 
Sunday, Jan. 27, 2013   
9:30 am to 12:30 pm

www.StPeterCathedral.com

“We measure our success by the success of our graduates.”

Catch the Spirit  

“The Heart of the Erie Diocese

You’ll find your home at our

St. Boniface
School

Kersey

Registra  on
will be held 
during CSW.

Call
814-885-8093

Come be part of our family!

 On Monday through Thurs-
day, Nikol Lybrook teaches to 
her classroom students at St. 
Luke School in Erie. On Friday, 
her art room is empty. But she 
still teaches art. On this day, her 
students are at schools through-
out the diocese. 
 “Does anyone have any ques-
tions?” Lybrook asks from her 
easel while scanning the large 
TV monitor where she can see 
students in classrooms from St. 
Boniface School in Erie and St. 
Gregory School in North East 
that are watching her instruc-
tions. 
 On the Friday two weeks be-
fore Christmas, she was instruct-
ing students on how to draw 
Santa Claus in his sleigh. 
 The broadcast art class is a 
pilot program which began in 
October. It’s a way for schools to 
share resources, said Kim Lytle, 
director of  Curriculum and 
Teacher Personnel for the 
Diocese of  Erie’s Catholic 
schools. 
 “Nikol is a talented 
teacher. For schools that 
might not have a budget for 
a full-time art teacher, this 
is a great way for students to 
experience a quality art class,” 
Lytle said. 
 Lybrook sends lesson plans 
and supplies to participating 
schools. Aside from asking ques-
tions of  Lybrook, students also 
have access to their own teachers 
during class time. 
 “The 7th and 8th grade stu-
dents are really into drawing,” 
Lybrook said. “We also do a lot 
of  three-dimensional art.” 
 Students work in a number 
of  mediums including oil and 
chalk pastels. They also learn 
blending techniques. Lybrook 
will also enter some of  her stu-
dents’ work in local shows. 
 “Students who normally 
wouldn’t be involved with an art 
show will get that experience,” 
she said.

     Catholic schools offer the op-
portunity to form the entire per-
son—spirit, mind and body. 
 The diocesan Offi ce of  Ath-
letic Programs provides for the 
Christian education and forma-
tion of  diocesan students through 
athletics. The programs strive to 
teach Christian values in compe-
tition. 
 A number of  Catholic schools 
participate in the Play Like a 
Champion Today (PLC) series 
from the University of  Notre 
Dame. The program embodies 
Christian values within the con-
text of  organized sports. As the 

The Our Lady of Peace School girls’ basketball team represented 
the Diocese of Erie in the 2012 parochial state championships. After 
winning the diocesan championship, OLP made it all the way to the 
state fi nal. 

Cathedral Prep captured the 2012 PIAA Class AAA football cham-
pionship Dec. 14 with a 24-14 victory over Archbishop Wood. The 
win capped a perfect season for Prep, which set a school record for 
victories in a season (15-0). 

largest youth group within the 
Catholic community, athletics 
presents a tremendous opportu-
nity to advance moral and charac-
ter development. Coaches at PLC 
schools are trained and parents 
and students are educated about 
the program’s philosophies, as 
well. 
 The athletics program offers a 
variety of  sports and activities for 
boy and girls including basket-
ball, swimming, football, cheer-
leading, wrestling, cross country, 
tennis, soccer, golf  and track and 
fi eld.  

"For schools that might not 
have a budget for a full-time 
art teacher, this is a great 
way for students to experi-
ence a quality art class,”
 — Kimberly Lytle,
  Director of Curriculum  
  and Teacher Personnel 



Phone: 814-226-8018
Come visit our school anytime during 

this week from 9 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
We offer Preschool thru 6th grade.

St. Joseph School...
Building Futures at

72 Rectory Lane, Lucinda, PA 16235

Preschool      K - Grade 8
   Before & After School      Summer Program
37 Athletic and Extracurricular Activities

Annual Open House

Januar y 27, 2013       10:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Academic Excellence        Leadership        Faith Development

51st and Peach Street, Erie         
814-864-4821     www.sgs-online.org

606 Lowell Ave., Erie 
814.838.7676

www.OurLadysChristian.com

OPEN HOUSE 
Sunday, 10-2 

January 27, 2013

A learning community of faith, families and friends
Meet teachers and learn about our extended preschool, technology, 
arts and athletic programs. Get info on tuition aid and register to 
win two $500 scholarships. Preschool through Grade 8 welcome!

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK  JAN. 27-FEB. 2

OPEN HOUSES, from page 3

Open Houses

 Villa Maria Academy
 2403 W. Eighth St. 
 814.838.2061
 Alternate entrance exam date Jan. 26

 Villa Maria Elementary School
 2551 W. Eighth St. 
 814.838.5451
 Jan. 27 from 1-3 p.m. 

FRANKLIN
 St. Patrick School
 952 Buffalo St. 
 814.432.8689
 To visit, call school

GREENVILLE
 St. Michael School
 80 N. High St. 
 724.588.7050
 Jan. 31 from 6-8 p.m.

HERMITAGE
 Blessed John Paul II
 Elementary School
 2335 Highland Road
 724.342.2205
 Offering visits Jan. 31 from 9-11 a.m.

 Kennedy Catholic Middle School
 2120 Shenango Valley Freeway
 724.346.5531
 Offering visits Jan. 31 from 9-11 a.m.

 Kennedy Catholic High School
 2120 Shenango Valley Freeway
 724.346.5531
 Offering visits Jan. 31 from 9-11 a.m.

KERSEY
 St. Boniface School
 359 Main St. 
 814.885.8093
 Jan. 28 from 10-11 a.m. 
 Jan. 30 from 11-11:45 a.m.
 Jan. 31 from 10-11 a.m. 

LUCINDA
 St. Joseph School
 72 Rectory Lane
 814.226.8018
 Offering visits Jan. 28-Feb. 1
 from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

MEADVILLE
 Seton Catholic School
 385 Pine St. 
 814.336.2320
 March 6 from 5:30-7:30 p.m.

NORTH EAST
  St. Gregory School
 140 W. Main St. 
 814.725.4571
 Jan. 27 from 1-3 p.m.

OIL CITY
 St. Stephen School
 214 Reed St. 
 814.677.3035
 To visit, call school
 
 Venango Catholic High School
 1505 W. First St. 
 814.677.3098
 March 12 from 6-9 p.m. 

PUNXSUTAWNEY

 Ss. Cosmas and Damian   
 School
 205 N. Chestnut St. 
 814.938.4224
 Jan. 27 from 12-2 p.m. 

RIDGWAY 
 St. Leo School
 125 Depot St. 
 814.772.9775
 Registration Feb. 3-4

ST. MARYS

 Elk County Catholic High   
 School
 600 Maurus St. 
 814.834.7800
 Jan. 29 from 7-8:30 p.m. 

 St. Marys Catholic Elementary  
 School
 114 Queens Road
 814.834.4169
 Jan. 29 from 6-7:30 p.m. 

 St. Marys Catholic Middle   
 School
 325 Church St. 
 814.834.2665
 Jan. 29 from 7-8:30 p.m. 

WARREN
 St. Joseph School
 608 Pennsylvania Ave., West
 814.723.2030
 Jan. 27 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

OPEN HOUSES, from page 1B
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ERIE (continued)

“I like attending Central 
because of the friendly 
atmosphere and safe 
environment where I can 
both express my faith and 
enjoy learning.”

 Alex Marshall
 10th grade 
 DuBois Central Catholic  
 High School

“I like many things about my 
Catholic education at
St. Francis School. The main 
things are that it builds a 
strong background in the 
Catholic faith and that it 
teaches important life values.” 

 Jaclyn Freeman
 7th grade
 St. Francis School,
 Clearfi eld

“The compassionate presence 
that is shown everyday in 
the Mercyhurst community 
is something special. God and 
the church are part of our 
everyday teenage lives and 
not just something we only 
think about on Sundays.” 

 Katie Conti
 11th grade
 Mercyhurst Preparatory  
 School, Erie

“I like all the teachers. 
They are nice and help 
me understand things I‛m 
confused with. Also, my 
classmates are nice and funny. 
Above all, I like learning 
about God. I like the morning 
prayers, Masses, praise and 
worship and religion class.” 

 Emmie Parkin
 6th grade 
 Villa Maria Elementary   
 School, Erie

“St. Mike‛s gives me a chance 
to pray every day and learn 
about God all the time. I love 
our priests at St. Mike‛s also.”

 Thomas Rainey
 4th grade
 St. Michael School,   
 Greenville

The word on The word on Catholic Catholic schools schools from the hallwayfrom the hallway

Q:Q: What do you like  What do you like about attending aabout attending a

         Catholic school?         Catholic school?

“I chose Venango Catholic 
for a better education and 
to practice my faith better. 
I hope more people come 
here and choose a Catholic 
education.”

 Nathan Dudzic
 10th grade 
 Venango Catholic High
 School, Oil City

of  Catholic schools,” Bishop Persico 
said. “The mission has not changed—
to form young people, their minds and 
their souls. What’s changed is how 
we’re going to accomplish it.”
 Challenges regarding enrollment 
and fi nances need to be addressed 
head on, Father Rouch said, and 
some diffi cult decisions will need to be 
made.  

 “Yet the goal remains the same—
providing a quality education, in a 
faith-fi lled Catholic atmosphere, for 
as many children as possible,” he 
said. 
 Catholic schools are noted for 
strong academics and implementing 
technology into the classroom. But 
what Catholic schools have that no 
other schools have is a Catholic iden-
tity. 
 “Any school can do the academic 

piece and the technology piece, but 
not any school can do the Catholic 
faith piece,” Bishop Persico said. “And 
that’s primary. That’s why Catholic 
schools exist—to pass on the faith.”
 After the family home and Sunday 
Mass at the parish, the Catholic school 
is the best environment to form young 
minds and souls in Christian virtue, 
Father Rouch said. 
 “Where else can we expose our chil-
dren to so much faith, truth, prayer, 

discipline and respect for one anoth-
er?” he added. “Catholic schools also 
present us with the powerful grace of  
regular Mass and confession.” 
 Catholic schools would not be pos-
sible without the investment of  par-
ents, the commitment of  parishes and 
the sacrifi ce and dedication of  teachers 
and staff.
 “We have to thank these people for 
their support of  Catholic schools,” 
Bishop Persico said.

Passing on the faith—the mission of Catholic schools 
MISSION, from page 1B

“I love going to a Catholic 
school because I think it has 
more to offer. I really enjoy 
coming here because it‛s fun. 
I also feel safe when I come 
to school, and I‛m getting a 
great education. ECC is pre-
paring me well for college.” 

 Madeline Aiello
 9th grade
 Elk County Catholic
 High School, St. Marys

“I like my school because I 
have more one-on-one time 
with my teachers. Not only do 
we learn basic subjects, we 
also learn valuable morals and 
lessons from having religion 
class and going to Mass every 
week.”

 Laryssa Bauer
 6th grade
 Immaculate Conception  
 School, Clarion



Briefl y

Grant amounts vary and will be provided only while LIHEAP funding remains available. Additional assistance may be available for those with a heating emergency.

If you need help paying your heating bills, or know someone who does, the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) 
can help. Applications are now being accepted. However, funds are very limited and will be distributed on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served 
basis. Don’t delay, apply now. A little help can make a big difference. For more information, or to see if you qualify, visit 
LIHEAPhelps.com or call 1-866-857-7095.

Act now! LIHEAP is open.

LIHEAPhelps.com // 1-866-857-7095

My family got My
the help we needed

paying our 
heating bill.ll.

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
814-838-7724

ERIE DIOCESAN
CEMETERIES
VARIOUS OPTIONS STILL
AVAILABLE IN THE NEW
CALVARY MAUSOLEUM

 ‘The Mousetrap’ and media sale at 
Mercyhurst Prep, Erie
 ERIE — The Mercyhurst Prep Performing Arts Department 
will present “The Mousetrap,” a murder mystery play by Agatha 
Christie, Jan. 24-27.  
 Performances are at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 24 through Sat-
urday, Jan. 26 and at 2 p.m. on 
Sunday, Jan. 27. 
 Tickets are $7 for adults, $6 for seniors 
and $5 for students and are available at 
the door.
 A media sale (books, audio recordings, 
video, etc.) will be held Friday, Jan. 25 
from 7-9 p.m. and Saturday, Jan. 26 from 
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. in the school dining hall.  
 MPS is located at 538 E. Grandview 
Blvd. in Erie.

Night of traditional Irish music at 
St. Joseph, Sharon 
 SHARON — The Sharon Ancient Order of  Hibernians and 
Knights of  Columbus will present their annual night of  Irish music 
on Saturday, Jan. 26 at 7 p.m. at St. Joseph’s Guild Hall, 79 Case 
Ave. in Sharon. 
 Dancers from the award-winning Burke School of  Irish Dance 
will be featured as well as the Veterans Memorial Pipe Band  and 
regional Irish musicians and singers. 
 Admission is free.  A concession area will have Irish foods, cof-
fee and tea available. 
 For information call 724.528.3134 or e-mail Irishsongs@road-
runner.com. 

Prep, Villa present ‘Children of Eden’ 
 ERIE — Cathedral Prep and Villa Maria Academy will present 
Stephen Schwartz’s “Children of  Eden” Jan. 31 through Feb. 3 at 
Cathedral Prep’s H. David Bowes Auditorium, 225 W. Ninth St. in 
Erie. 
 Show times are 7 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 31 through Saturday, 
Feb. 2 and 2 p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 
3. Tickets are $7 for adults and $5 
for students and seniors and will be 
available at the door. 
 An ensemble of  storytellers 
(more than 60 students) help bring 
this show to life.  
 This all-ages family show, co-
directed by Almitra Clerkin and 
Father Mike DeMartinis, tells 
the story of  the Book of  Genesis 
(Chapters 1-9). It is part of  the schools’ Catholic Schools Week 
celebration. The cast also includes several alumni and younger sib-
lings of  current students. The sets were designed by Prep alumnus 
Nathan Dahlkemper.

Pro-Life of Mercer County presents
11th annual prayer breakfast 
 HERMITAGE — Pro-Life of  Mercer County will sponsor its 
11th annual prayer breakfast on Saturday, Feb. 9 from 9-11:30 a.m. 
at the Hickory VFW, 5550 E. State St. in Hermitage. 
 The keynote speaker will be Lia Mills, a 10th grade student from 
Toronto, Ontario. Mills is a recipient of  the Susan B. Anthony 
Young Leaders Award and the Toronto Right 
to Life Media Award. She is the spokesper-
son for Teen Defenders and Student Life 
Link. 
 As part of  a school assignment and entry 
into a speech competition, Mills chose to give 
a speech on the topic of  abortion. Afterward, 
a YouTube video of  her speech went viral 
and the original posting has more than 1.2 
million views. She has also spoken on Parlia-
ment Hill in Ottawa, Ontario. 
 Tickets are $12 for adults and $5 for chil-
dren. The deadline to purchase tickets is Feb. 6. For tickets, call 
Kathy Jack at 724.264.4439 or Joan Walker at 724.962.1402.

Cursillo K.I.S.S. dance at Holy Rosary, Erie
 ERIE — The past presidents of  the Erie Diocesan Cursillo 
Movement will host their annual charity K.I.S.S. dance on Satur-
day, Feb. 9 from 7-9 p.m. in Hastings Hall at Holy Rosary Parish, 
East 28th Street and East Avenue in Erie. 
 This is a BYOB event (and thus is intended for those age 21 and 
over). Munchies, pop and draft beer are being provided. Feel free 
to bring other snacks for your enjoyment. One need not have made 
a Cursillo weekend to attend the dance.
 The vigil Mass at Holy Rosary is at 5:45 p.m.
 All proceeds from the dance will go to the Mother Teresa House.
Advance ticket sales are $7 per person with the cost of  $10 per per-
son at the door. Advance tickets will be available at Cursillo events 
or by contacting Tim Nowakowski at TimWWJD@aol.com or 
814.825.9183. 
 Cursillista DJ Dean Balkovic will once again be on hand play-
ing favorites. A 50-50 cash drawing will also be featured.
 

Venango Catholic High School to celebrate 
50th anniversary
 OIL CITY — Venango Catholic 
High School, 1505 W. First St. in 
Oil City, will hold a 50th anniversa-
ry celebration on Saturday, Feb. 23. 
Venango Catholic and St. Joseph 
High School alumni are invited to 
celebrate. 
 Doors open at 2 p.m. Mass will 
be celebrated by Bishop Lawrence 
Persico at 4:30 p.m. A light recep-
tion will follow.

Lia Mills

2013 diocesan youth ministry calendar
Here are some of the scheduled offerings:

 Feb. 1-3: Divine Mercy Encounter No. 68, St. Joseph/Bread of  
 Life, Erie
 Feb. 20: YCEA (Young Church Eucharistic Adoration), 7 p.m.,  
 St. Mark Catholic Center, Erie
 April 19-21: Divine Mercy Encounter No. 69, St. Joseph/Bread of  
 Life, Erie
 April 28: Middle School Youth Rally with Myracle, 10 a.m. to 
 5 p.m., Kennedy Catholic Middle School, Hermitage
 June 23-28: Catholic Leadership Institute (CLI), St. Philip, Linesville
 July 7-13: Catholic Heart Work Camp, Venango Catholic High  
 School, Oil City
 July 12-14: Divine Mercy Encounter No. 70, St. Joseph/Bread of  
 Life, Erie
 July 23-25: Catholic Leadership Institute (CLI), St. Thomas More  
 House of Prayer, Cranberry
 Aug. 14: YCEA school year kick off, 7 p.m., St. Mark Catholic  
 Center, Erie
 Oct. 12: High School Youth Rally with Jackie Francois, 10 a.m.  
 to 5 p.m., DuBois Catholic High School, DuBois
 Nov. 8-10: Divine Mercy Encounter No. 71, St. Joseph/Bread of  
 Life, Erie
 Nov. 21-24: National Catholic Youth Conference, Indianapolis, Ind. 
 Dec. 6-8: Testify IV, St. Thomas More House of Prayer, 
 Cranberry
 Dec. 13-15: Anointed II, St. Thomas More House of Prayer, 
 Cranberry

For more information on each event, visit www.OnTheVine.us or con-
tact Kathleen Peterson, coordinator of Youth and Young Adult Ministry 
for the Diocese of Erie, at 814.824.1218 or KPeterson@ErieRCD.org.  

YOUTH MINISTRY,
from page 1

NEWTOWN, from page 1

type of  person that I wanted to be 
in my adult life—a type of  person 
that can live a lively faith with a 
foundation of  Christ.”
 Rhonda Fill said she notices 
a difference in her son, Danny, a 
junior at Kennedy Catholic High 
School in Hermitage, after he re-
turns home from a retreat. 
 “He talks about these ‘amaz-
ing’ retreats and he’s just rejuve-
nated—mentally and spiritually,” 
said Fill, whose older children 
have attended CLI. 
 While attending diocesan 
youth events, Fill said her son has 
developed friendships with other 
youths who share the same mor-
als and values.  
 “Every Catholic youth should 
have this opportunity,” she said. 
 Dan and Dawn Schaaf ’s chil-
dren are grown now, but they 
were involved in numerous youth 
ministry programs over the years. 
 “From a parent’s perspective, 
it has been a blessing to see the 
growth each of  our children has 
gone through by participating 
in these experiences,” said Dan 
Schaaf, a member of  St. Joseph 
Parish/Bread of  Life Community 
in Erie. “Each of  our children 
is now an adult, and each has 
become active in their faith and 
within their peer circles.”

Jackie Francois, a speaker, 
singer/songwriter and worship 
leader from Orange County, Ca-
lif., will return to the diocese as 
the main presenter for the high 
school youth rally Oct. 12 at 
DuBois Central Catholic High 
School. Francois lead the middle 
school youth rally in 2011.

Youth ministry continues to ‘build young disciples’ 

 Today, Schaaf  notes that his 
children are leading Bible studies, 
coordinating faith sharing groups, 
presenting retreats, ministering to 
special needs friends and work-
ing in Catholic Relief  Services 
among other groups, all while 
sharing their faith. 
 “We believe that our children 
are as involved today in their faith 
because of  the time spent learn-
ing about their faith when they 
were younger,” he said. “They 
saw that glow from those young 

people who were presenting their 
retreats and rallies. Those young 
people gave back to our kids, and 
now we continue to pray that our 

children will keep reaching out 
and giving back to other young 
people who have that yearning to 
be involved.”

 According to Newtown, Conn., 
Postmaster Cathy Zieff, any mail 
received at a special address will be 
forwarded to the Sandy Hook Board 
of  Education, which will distribute 
mail intended for school families. 

 Offi cial mailing address
 for the families of  Newtown:
 P.O. Box 3700
 Newtown, CT 06470

 Those who wish to send a card, 
letter or note may also include the 
specifi c name of  a family in the ad-
dress box. 

 For example:
 Emilie Parker family
 P.O. Box 3700
 Newtown, CT 06470

should be part of  our Christmas 
remembrance.” 
 The memorial was displayed 
throughout the season—from 
Christmas Eve through the Bap-
tism of  the Lord Jan. 13. 
 A bulletin fl ier also encouraged 
parishioners to send a card or 

note of  support to the Newtown 
community. 
 “We wanted people to do 
something special,” Father Pris-
caro said. “It’s important to do 
something positive and affi rma-
tive in times of  tragedy.”

 Catholic News Service contributed 
to this report. 

Newtown community lifted 
by prayers, generosity

expects to meet with the group.
 Pilgrims will land in Rome 
September 13, departing imme-
diately for a motorcoach tour to 
Tuscany. During a day in Flor-
ence, highlights will include the 
cathedral and baptistery—with its 
world-famous bronze doors—as 
well as a visit to see Michelan-
gelo’s famous statue of  David. 
 “We are inviting clergy to 
travel with us and will work 
Mass into the itinerary every 
day,” Welsh said. “The trip is 
being planned as a good blend 
of  sight-seeing and opportu-
nities for spiritual renewal.”
 The pilgrimage will continue 
with a stop in the medieval cit-
ies of  Siena and Assisi, homes 
of  St. Catherine and St. Fran-
cis. Then it’s back to Rome 
for the fi nal days of  the tour. 
 “The fi rst leg of  the trip will be 
a joy, but I am very happy we’re 
going to end up in Rome,” Welsh 
said. “It’s the heartbeat of  the 
Catholic Church. I hope pilgrims 
will experience a true sense of  
awe.”
 If  the Holy Father is in resi-
dence, participants will attend 
his weekly general audience, al-
ways a highlight.  The trip will 
also include visits to each of  the 
four papal basilicas in Rome: 
St. Peter’s, St. Paul Outside the 
Walls, St. Mary Major and St. 

Faith magazine offering Year 
of Faith pilgrimage to Italy

John Lateran as well as the 
catacombs, burial place of  early 
Christians. Unitours will provide 
wireless headsets for pilgrims 
throughout the visit so they will 
hear the guides’ lectures clearly.  
 “I also hope we will be able 
to arrange for things like special 
blessings for married couples,” 
Welsh said. “But I am very pleased 
with the pace of  the trip. There 
is time to absorb the beauty. The 
fi nal day in Rome is completely 
free for personal exploring, shop-
ping or optional excursions.”
 Cost of  the trip, which in-
cludes airfare from Pittsburgh or 
Cleveland, daily breakfast and 
most dinners, all taxes and fuel 
surcharges, is $4,099 per person, 
double occupancy. The fi rst 40 
people to sign up are assured of  a 
spot; a second bus can be accom-
modated if  an additional 20 pil-
grims sign up. Unitours is offer-
ing a $50 discount for individuals 
who sign up by Feb. 18.
 Faith magazine will post a 
daily blog with highlights and 
excerpts from the sites vis-
ited and homilies offered, so 
all who are interested can par-
ticipate as “virtual” pilgrims.
 Visit www.ErieRCD.org for 
the full itinerary. To reserve 
your space, call Unitours at 
800.777.7432, referencing “Erie 
pilgrimage.”

PILGRIMAGE, from page 1

Sending thoughts, 
prayers to Newtown

Here is a list of families 
of the deceased children: 
 Emilie Parker 
 Noah Pozner
 Ana Marquez Greene
 Olivia Engel
 Catherine Hubbard
 Dylan Hockley
 Jessica Rekos
 James Mattioli
 Charlotte Bacon
 Jesse Lewis
 Chase Kowalski
 Grace McDonnell
 Josephine Gay
 Daniel Barden
 Caroline Previdi
 Avielle Richman
 Benjamin Wheeler
 Jack Pinto
 Madeline F. Hsu
 Allison Wyatt
 Victoria Soto
 Anne Marie Murphy
 Rachel Davino
 Lauren Rosseau
 Mary Sherlach
 Dawn Hochsprung



All parishes, missions, schools and 
groups are encouraged to choose a 
correspondent who can regularly e-mail 
news items to “Around the Erie Diocese” 
at mailto:FaithLife@ErieRCD.org
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   ERIE Diocese
the Photo Tips

Quick, important tips for
taking good digital pictures.
http://www.ErieRCD.org/faithlife.aspNorth East
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Diocese of  Erie
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 ERIE — Students at St. James 
School in Erie recently held a 
jeans day to raise funds to pur-
chase furniture for Catholic Char-
ities Refugee Ministry. The items 
will benefi t refugee families reset-
tling in the Erie area. 
 Pictured are St. James students 
Ryan Kruszewski (left) and John 
Groshek (right) assisting Catholic 
Charities volunteers with loading 
furniture onto a truck.

Mercyhurst University students visit New Orleans
for Katrina cleanup

 ERIE — Hurricane Sandy 
might be the more recent name 
in the news, but for residents of  
New Orleans, the recovery from 
Hurricane Katrina is still far from 
over.
 Starting Nov. 14, 16 students 
and three staff  members from 
Mercyhurst University in Erie 
traveled to New Orleans for a 
week-long service trip.
 It marks the sixth consecutive 
year that members of  the Mer-
cyhurst University community 
have dedicated their between-
term break to rebuilding homes 
for Hurricane Katrina cleanup 
efforts. Students and staff  took 
on fl ooring, tiling and other con-
struction projects in the city’s 
Upper Ninth Ward and Gentilly 
neighborhoods, as well as part-

nered with the New Orleans Mis-
sion to deliver Thanksgiving din-
ners to families in need.
 Mercyhurst students and staff  
have also traveled to New Orleans 
during spring break for rebuilding 
efforts with Habitat for Human-
ity.

 The Mercyhurst Offi ce of  Ser-
vice Learning sponsors the fall 
service trip. Students contribute 
most of  the funding for the trip, 
with additional funds provided 
by the Service Learning Offi ce 
and an academic enrichment 
grant.

Living Nativity at Sacred Heart, St. Marys
 ST. MARYS — The children 
of  Sacred Heart Parish in St. 
Marys observed the birthday of  
Jesus in a very special way at 
the 11 a.m. Christmas Day Mass 
celebrated by Father Eric Vogt, 
OSB, who was assisted at Mass 
by Deacon Bill Gibson. For the 
homily, Father Vogt invited all of  
the children to sit at the foot of  
the altar while he read the story, 
“Saint Francis Celebrates Christ-
mas,” by Mary Caswell Walsh. 
 At the offertory, the children 
carried wrapped baby gifts for 
the Christ child to a living Nativ-
ity scene at the foot of  the altar. 
Many other parishioners joined 
in the procession of  gifts with 
their young children bearing gifts 
for the Christ child while Lydia 
Gibson played and sang “O 
Come Little Children.” All baby 
gifts will be distributed as needed 
through the Maternity Closet, a 
local pro-life effort.

 At the end of  Mass, Father 
Vogt again invited the children 
to come forward to sing “Happy 
Birthday” to baby Jesus. The pro-
cession included angels Maria 
Radkowski, Sophia Radkowski, 
Abby Spong, Dean Rakieski, 

Marcella Dollinger,  Audrey 
Dornish, Hope Farley, Lauren 
Rakieski and Tiffani Total, shep-
herds Ruby Bish and Elizabeth 
Anderson and Delana Spong 
and Erik Rakieski  as Mary and 
Joseph.

Dinner at St. John-Holy Rosary brightens Christmas for many
 ERIE — Students from the 
former St. John-Holy Rosary 
Eastside Catholic School in Erie 
helped out with the second annual 
holiday dinner for the less fortu-
nate Dec. 15 at Holy Rosary Par-
ish in Erie. The dinner originated 
in 2011 when students wanted to 
do something for the less fortu-
nate. 
 The students, former staff  
members and volunteers of  St. 
John-Holy Rosary joined forces 
with Erie police and fi refi ghters 
and the local U.S. Marine Corps 
Reserve Toys for Tots program to 
help brighten Christmastime for 
many. 
 Guests were treated to a turkey 

and ham dinner with all the trim-
mings and each child received a 
gift. In the last two years, the din-

ner has fed nearly 600 people, 
with leftovers going to the City 
Mission.

OLMC School in Erie raises funds to benefi t
longtime teacher

 ERIE — Students, faculty, 
staff  and school families at Our 
Lady of  Mount Carmel School in 
Erie held a spaghetti dinner fund-
raiser Dec. 2 for Mary Jo Justka. 
 Proceeds will help Justka, a 
longtime science teacher at the 
school, with medical expenses 
she has incurred due to a recent 
illness. She was presented with 
a check for $8,416.45 which was 
raised through the dinner and a 
Chinese auction. 
 Pictured left to right are PTC 
treasurer Karen Janosco, student 
Griffi n Herron, Mary Jo Justka, 
student Alexei Kowallis and PTC 
vice president Heidi Patterson.

Knights of Columbus serve as honor guard for bishop
 DUBOIS — The DuBois As-
sembly of  the Fourth Degree 
Knights of  Columbus recently 
acted as honor guard for Bishop 
Lawrence Persico. Bishop Persi-
co celebrated Mass Nov. 18 for the 
100th anniversary of  St. Michael 
the Archangel Parish in DuBois. 
 Pictured left to right are Wil-
liam Adamson, Art Allen, Jerry 
McIntosh, Bishop Persico, Ken 
Straub, Bill Baruffalo, Paul Ba-
ruffalo and Tom Tarcson.

Jeans day at St. James School in Erie
aids Catholic Charities Refugee Ministry

Community.
In the words of St. Paul, community means 

that we treat one another with “heartfelt 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and 

patience, bearing with one another and forgiving 
one another” (Colossians 3: 12-13). 

As Pennsylvania’s only Diocesan university, 
Gannon is committed to providing the 

pastoral care of all members of the University 
community, which includes students, faculty, 
staff and administrators of all faith traditions.

At Gannon University, Catholic Identity 
means something.

WWW.GANNON.EDU

Community | Respect | Sacramentality | Service

 
Contact one of us to schedule an appointment.

Seven Agents Servicing the Diocese of Erie

While you’re living longer,
you can also be living better.

     People are living 
longer than ever 
before. Still, not 
everyone is equally 
prepared for what 
that might entail. 
Knights of Columbus 
long-term care insurance can help. Our plans protect 
you from the expense of nursing home or assisted living 
care, which are beyond those provided by most health 
insurance policies.

Arthur Ardire, GA - DuBois 814-371-1205               
Mark Masolotte, FA - Erie 814-868-9906

Paul Hohman, FA - Philipsburg 814-342-5248    
Dick Bowser, FA - Brookville 888-320-3999

Tyler Weaver, FA - New Bethlehem 814-221-1141
John Ghering, FA - Franklin 814-336-9387

@ErieDiocese


