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Clergy Appointments
The Most Rev. Lawrence Persico, JCL, Bishop of Erie, 
makes the following clergy appointments:

POPE QUOTE
INSPIRED WORDS
 FROM POPE FRANCIS 
“Our Lady wants to bring the great 
gift of Jesus to us all; and with him 
she brings us his love, his peace 
and his joy.”

Mall  
chapel 
closes
The Roman 
Catholic 
Chapel at 
the Millcreek 
Mall closed Nov. 22. A new business already has 
moved in. See page 3.

Father William R. Barron, diocesan liaison to St. Thomas More 
House of  Prayer, Cranberry, while continuing in his present 
assignment, effective Nov. 4, 2013, for an unspecified term.

Father David Poulson, diocesan liaison to the Catholic 
Charismatic Renewal, while continuing in his present assignment, 
effective Nov. 29, 2013, for a term of  five years.

Anne-Marie Welsh
FaithLife

 Two weeks before the first an-
nual Erie Men’s Conference at 
the Bayfront Convention Center, 
Dave Wayman thought, “Holy 
smokes, we’re spending a lot of  
money to get ready and it doesn’t 
look like this is going to happen!”
 Deep down, though, he wasn’t 
really worried. After all, the 
event’s chair, Dan Schaaf, had 

More than 1,000 attend Men’s Conference in Erie 
thrown down an unusual gauntlet. 
 “Dan gave us a rosary chal-
lenge,” Wayman explained. “He 
wanted each one of  us to pray the 
rosary for the 30 days before the 
event. We prayed for the success 
of  the conference and for the men 
who might come.”
 According to Wayman, 
who was involved with mar-
keting and publicity for the 
Nov. 23 conference, registra-
tions shot up during the final 
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Photographer Art Becker of Erie takes a picture of Danny Abramowicz, 
former player and coach of the New Orleans Saints, who spoke at the 
Erie Men’s Conference. Faith magazine will feature Abramowicz in 
an upcoming issue.

two weeks before the event. 
 “Guys were signing up like 
crazy,” he said. “We ended up 
just shy of  1,100 men, much bet-
ter than our wildest dreams.” 

 Those in attendance had the 
opportunity to hear three national 
speakers, including former all-pro 
NFL player and coach Danny 
Abramowicz, who spoke on spiri-

Mary Solberg
FaithLife

 PITTSBURGH—A federal judge has ruled 
that church-related organizations in the Diocese 
of  Erie and the Diocese of  Pittsburgh may—at 
least for now—continue to offer health insurance 
that does not include contraception, sterilization 
and abortion-inducing drugs.
 U.S. District Judge Arthur J. Schwab granted a 
request by both dioceses that would temporarily 
release them from a Jan. 1, 2014 deadline to offer 
so-called “preventive services” coverage to their 
employees.
 Without the injunction, several entities of  the 
Diocese of  Erie—including St. Martin Center, 
Cathedral Prep and Villa Maria Academy, all in 
Erie, and the Prince of  Peace Center in Farrell—
would have faced the threat of  crushing financial 
penalties for refusing to comply with the man-
date. Insurance administrators—with the coop-
eration of  the dioceses—would have had to start 
providing the coverage Jan. 1.
 “We will now continue to pursue our rights as 
we seek a permanent injunction to avoid being 
forced to pay for services and procedures which 
violate the tenets of  our faith,” Bishop Lawrence 
Persico of  the Diocese of  Erie said.
 Pittsburgh Bishop David Zubik, one of  the 
plaintiffs in the case with Bishop Persico, said he 

Erie, Pittsburgh dioceses 
win temporary injunction

was relieved that the decision protected religious 
freedom.
 “This is an absolutely critical decision. If  it has 
to go to the Supreme Court, I’m moving with it 
all the way,” Bishop Zubik told the Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette.
 The decision, in fact, promises to influence 
future litigation involving other nonprofts and 
for-profit businesses nationwide that are seeking 
a reprieve from the Affordable Care Act mandate. 
Churches are exempt, but church-related non-
profit organizations like Catholic Charities of  the 
Diocese of  Erie and the Prince of  Peace Center in 
Farrell are not.
 It was the first decision in favor of  a religious 
nonprofit that filed suit against the mandate. The 
government is expected to appeal the decision to 
the 3rd Circuit Court of  Appeals.
 “Freedom of  religion is about much more than 
worshipping at Mass on Sunday,” Bishop Persico 
said. “We live out our faith through charitable 
and educational outreach.”
 In his 65-page opinion, Judge Schwab agreed 
with pro-bono attorneys from Jones Day that 
there should be no distinction between the church 
and its charitable agencies, including the Prince 
of  Peace Center and St. Martin Center.
 To that point, Judge Schwab wrote: “Why 

The Church believes the family is the cornerstone of 
a stable society. Has the Church adequately helped 
you understand this position? Do your neighbors, both 
Catholics and non-Catholics, seem to understand this?

The family unit is so essential to society that it is 
sometimes referred to as the “domestic church.” 
It is in the family setting that the seeds of faith are 
nourished. How can the Church help families live 
out and hand on the faith?

A growing number of couples today choose to 
live together without the commitment of marriage. 
What are the reasons for this? 

Marriage is a permanent bond between two mature 
individuals. If those individuals choose then to 
permanently separate (divorce) and remarry outside 
of the Church, they must refrain from receiving the 
sacraments. How well is this teaching understood? 
How can the Church better serve and minister to 
those who are in these situations?

Marriage, by its very nature, is a relationship 
between one man and one woman. In our culture 
there is a growing acceptance of same-sex civil 
unions and marriage. How can the Church best 
respond to this situation? How can the Church better 
minister to those who have chosen to live in these 
types of unions?

The use of artificial contraception (for the sole 
purpose of preventing the conception of a child) 
is widespread in our society. What are the 
reasons behind its extensive use?

What other challenges face healthy marriage and 
family life?

Questionnaire seeks input from average Catholics
Next year’s Synod on the Family will address sexuality, marriage and family life
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CNS and FaithLife

 Catholics in the Diocese of  
Erie and around the world are 
being encouraged this month 
to weigh in on the preparation 
material for next year’s extraor-
dinary Synod of  Bishops on the 
Family. 
 The Diocese of  Erie is among 
many dioceses throughout the 
country that are posting online 
questionnaires that seek the input 
of  average Catholics on sexuality, 
marriage and family life. The re-
sponses will be compiled, along 
with those of  diocesan profes-
sionals (laity, religious and cler-
gy), who work directly in mar-
riage and family life programs.
 “This is not a poll. This is 
primarily to get an accurate pic-
ture of  the experience of  mar-
ried and family life throughout 
the world, how it is lived out, 
and its strengths and weaknesses 
throughout the world,” Father 
Christopher Singer, chancellor of  
the diocese, explained.
 This fall, Pope Francis asked 
bishops across the globe—includ-
ing Bishop Lawrence Persico of  
Erie—for their input on the situ-
ation of  families under their care 
and on how effective pastoral and 
educational programs have been 
at promoting church teaching on 

sexuality, marriage and family 
life.
 The Vatican will use this infor-
mation as it prepares for next Oc-
tober’s Synod of  Bishops on the 
Family.
 Synods are held periodically to 
advise the pope on specific topics. 
But an extraordinary synod is de-
fined in canon law as intended to 
“deal with matters which require 
a speedy solution.”
 Participants at the synod next 
year will primarily be presidents 
of  national bishops’ conferences, 
the heads of  Eastern Catholic 
churches and the heads of  major 
Vatican offices, totaling about 
150 people, according to Jesuit 
Father Federico Lombardi, the 
Vatican spokesman.
 To prepare, Archbishop Lo-
renzo Baldisseri, general secre-
tary of  the synod, asked bish-
ops worldwide to distribute a 
document and questionnaire “as 
widely as possible” to deaner-
ies and parishes. He asked them 
to summarize the responses and 
send them to the Vatican.
 The original questionnaire 
from the Vatican included 38 
questions about how church 
teaching is promoted, how well 
it is accepted and ways in which 
modern people and societies 
challenge the Catholic view of  

marriage and family.
 Bishop Persico and his staff  are 
preparing information from the 
Diocese of  Erie, and have posted 
seven questions online that they 
consider most useful in formulat-

ing a response. They drew from 
the Vatican's 38 questions, most 
of  which required statistical in-
formation or a working knowl-
edge of  church programs.
  The seven questions being 

asked in the Diocese of  Erie are 
printed below and are available 
now on the diocesan website at 
www.ErieRCD.org/synod.asp. 
Catholics in the diocese are asked 
to submit their responses to the 

seven questions online by noon 
on Dec. 16, 2013.
 The full questionnaire is pub-
lished on the Vatican website.

Submit your response at www.ErieRCD.org/synod.asp

tual discipline. Other present-
ers were Father Larry Richards, 
founder of  the Reason for Our 
Hope Foundation based in Erie, 
who offered a talk on repentance 
and the sacrament of  reconcili-
ation, and radio and TV person-
ality Dr. Ray Guarendi, who 
focused on the topic of  family. 
 Bishop Lawrence Persico pre-
sided over the opening ceremony 
and closing Mass.
 “It’s just a wonderful turnout,” 
Bishop Persico said. “The enthusi-
asm that’s here today is fantastic.”
 The Men’s Conference was 
organized by 2232 Men, a group 
of  men representing various Erie 
parishes and the Serra Club. 
Its aim is to create a Christ-
centered environment “where 
men can build themselves up 
by building each other up.” 
 The conference included op-
portunities for confession, Eu-
charistic adoration and a Mass. 
Those in attendance also were 
given a 30-day challenge to 
strengthen their faith, complete 
with daily reflections ranging 

from being “a man of  prayer” 
to being “a man of  generosity.” 
 Participants also were invited 
to attend 2232 Men Strengthen-
ing Summits that will be held 
on the third Wednesday of  each 
month at St. Joseph Church, 
Bread of  Life Community, 147 
W. 24th St. Erie, beginning Jan. 
15, 2014. The first two talks are 
titled, “How to be a Disciple of  
Jesus” and “Prayer—How to.” 
 A women’s conference to be 
held this spring is in the planning 
stages. 
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Sister Kevin Berdis, OSF, poses with happy kindergarteners who received 
new winter jackets from PNC Foundation’s Operation Warm Coats project. 
Pictured with Sister Kevin, from left to right, are: Saria Williams, Ziona 
Coleman, Nichlos Stevens, Randy Stevens, Brian Rice and Curvale Jeffress.  

Jackets warm kids’ hearts

Or, respond by letter, using the above questions. Mail to: 
 Synod Questionnaire 
 St. Mark Catholic Center 
 429 East Grandview Blvd., Erie, PA 16504

The Diocese of  Erie encourages you 
to answer these seven questions:

 Sister Kevin Berdis, OSF, 
warmed the hearts of  pre-schoolers 
and kindergarteners at Holy Fami-
ly School in Erie recently when she 
distributed six boxes of  new winter 
jackets.
 The donation was made possible 
by the PNC Foundation’s Opera-
tion Warm Coats, which this year 
gave away more than 1,000 new 
jackets to children in 11 Pennsylva-
nia counties, including Erie.
 “Many of  our parents are living 
paycheck to paycheck, so I thank 
PNC for helping out those who are 
less fortunate,” said Sister Kevin, 
who is principal of  the inner-city 
school on Erie’s eastside.
 Marlene Mosco, regional presi-
dent of  PNC Bank at PNC Finan-
cial Services, told FaithLife that Op-
eration Warm Coats is among the 
institution’s favorite projects.
 “If  you can go to school warm 
and your stomach is full, you can 
learn so much more,” Mosco said.

“

”

My identity as a Catholic man 
is important to me, so events 
like this that explore that 
identity are always attractive 
to me. I think that it’s amaz-
ing men all over the diocese 
have come today, especially 
for a first-year event.

Drew Greenwald
Holy Redeemer Parish, Warren 
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Twenty honored 
for generosity

 The Diocese of  Erie recently 
honored 20 people who have ei-
ther established an endowment 
fund at The Catholic Foundation 
or have planned a future gift to 
benefit their parish, a Catholic 
school, Catholic organization or 
ministry in the diocese.
 Bishop Lawrence Persico and 
Dr. Emma Lee McCloskey, presi-
dent of  The Catholic Foundation, 
recognized the honorees with a 
certificate and a pin during a spe-
cial Legacy Society Mass Nov. 16 
at St. Mark Catholic Center in 
Erie.
 “Our focus is on creating en-
dowments that are essential to 
sustain parishes, schools, Catho-
lic organizations and ministries 
of  the diocese for generations to 
come,” Bishop Persico said.
 This year’s honorees were:
	l	Father Matthew Kujawin-

ski, pastor of St. Agatha Parish, 
Meadville; Julia Strzalka, prin-
cipal at Seton Catholic Elemen-
tary School, Meadville; and Jamie 
Longo, advancement director for 
Seton Catholic—Established the 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Education 
Endowment for Seton Catholic 
School.
	l	Attorney Norman H. Stark 
and his late wife, Marie—Estab-
lished the Stark Family Endow-
ment for the benefit of  Catholic 
Charities.
	l	The late Msgr. John B. 
Hagerty—Left his estate to three 
Catholic high schools in the dio-
cese and established the Msgr. John 
B. Hagerty Memorial Scholarship 
Endowment for Kennedy Catholic 
High School in Hermitage.
	l	The Farrell Christopher 
Home Corporation Endowment, 
with support from the member-

ship of the Knights of Colum-
bus Council #4003, Our Lady of 
the Valley—Established an en-
dowment fund to benefit Prince 
of  Peace Center in Farrell, Clergy 
Health and Welfare, Kennedy 
Catholic High School, and the 

Diocesan staff and Bishop Lawrence Persico and Bishop Emeritus 
Donald Trautman recognized several people at the Nov. 16 Legacy 
Society Mass at St. Mark Catholic Center, Erie. Pictured in the 
front row, left to right, are: Father Leo J. Gallina, Jamie Longo, 
Marilyn Sharp, David Jones, Penny Jones, Ernest Bergkessel, Brian 

Stark and Mary Fabrizio McCarthy. In the second row, left to right, 
are: Dr. Steve Cenedella, Sister Catherine Manning, SSJ, Jeannie  
McGinley, Julia Strzalka, Tony DeMartinis, Anthony Palo, Janet 
Bergkessel, Attorney Norman H. Stark and Dr. Emma Lee McClo-
skey, president, The Catholic Foundation of the Diocese of Erie.

Retirement Fund for Religious.
	l	Marilyn Sharp of Erie—Es-
tablished the Endowment Fund 
for Sacred Heart Church Exterior 
Beautification.
	l	Jeannie Jackson McGinley 
of Erie—Established the Michael 

C. McCloskey Memorial Endow-
ment for music scholarships.
	l	Mary Hoffman of Erie and 
James Layne of Fairview—Cre-
ated future planned legacy gifts.
	l	Ernest and Janet Bergkes-
sel, Dr. Joanne Carlburg, Attor-

ney Edward and Clara Ferraro, 
Mark and Joyce Kulyk, Dr. Ste-
phen Cenedella, Mary Fabrizio 
McCarthy, Father Leo Gallina 
and John Yonko—Provided ma-
jor gifts to The Catholic Founda-
tion in the past year.

 MERRY CHRISTMAS AND DE COLORES!

n	Thousands of Catholic youth gather  
  in Indianapolis
 INDIANAPOLIS (CNS)—In one moment, the hope 
for the future of  the U.S. Catholic Church could be seen 
in the eyes and the hands of  Sarah Bishop and Carmen 
Miller. 
 That moment occurred as 23,000 youth from across the 
country—including 62 from the Diocese of  Erie—met in 
Indianapolis for the National Catholic Youth Conference 
Nov. 21-23. 
 The three-day event featured Mass, workshops, musical 
performances, Eucharistic adoration, and a theme park 
inside the Indiana Convention Center filled with fun ac-
tivities, service opportunities and a wondrous, widespread 
wearing of  crazy hats by the Catholic teenagers. 
 As the action in the theme park whirled around them, 
Sarah Bishop and Carmen Miller kept their focus on the 
face of  Christ. They helped shape Jesus’ face from 2,000 
pounds of  clay that event organizers had set up for the 
youths to create images of  their faith. 
 “My faith means everything to me,” said Sarah, 17, a 
member of  Our Lady of  Perpetual Help Parish in New 
Albany in the Archdiocese of  Indianapolis.

Photo by CNS
Teens participate in the National Catholic Youth  
Conference in Indianapolis Nov. 21-23.

n	Pope’s apostolic letter lauded
 VATICAN (CNS)—Pope Francis’ apostolic exhortation 
Evangelii Gaudium (“The Joy of  the Gospel”) is winning 
plenty of  praise, and not exclusively in Catholic circles.
 “Pope Francis is a living model of  the new evangeliza-
tion,” said Bishop David L. Ricken of  Green Bay, Wis., 
chairman of  the U.S. bishops’ Committee on Evangeliza-
tion and Catechesis. 
 The pope’s letter was released Nov. 26.
 The pope “is showing us how to live the Gospels and 

reach out to the world with what every person needs, a 
relationship with God,” the bishop said.
 In Evangelii Gaudium, Pope Francis wrote: “I invite all 
Christians, everywhere, at 
this very moment, to a re-
newed personal encounter 
with Jesus Christ, or at least 
an openness to letting him 
encounter them; I ask all of  
you to do this unfailingly 
each day.”
 The American Jewish 
Committee’s international 
director of  interreligious af-
fairs, Rabbi David Rosen, 
welcomed Pope Francis’ 
remarks in the exhortation 
as they related to Judaism. 
 “His emphasis on the 
ongoing divine presence in 
the life of  the Jewish people 
and on the importance of  
the ‘values of  Judaism’ for 
Christians, is particularly significant in further advancing 
the historic transformation in the Catholic Church’s ap-
proach towards the Jewish people,” Rabbi Rosen said. 

n	Bishops: U.S. immigration system 
  ‘comes with tragic human cost’
 SAN ANTONIO (CNS)—In a new pastoral letter, 
“Family Beyond Borders,” the bishops of  the border re-
gion of  Texas, New Mexico and Mexico humanize the 
immigration debate by placing it in a moral context with 
specific illustrations of  struggling children and families. 
 It addresses the misconceptions concerning undocu-
mented immigrants and their contribution to society in the 
United States, while outlining the serious threats facing 
immigrant families. 
 Archbishop Gustavo Garcia-Siller of  San Antonio held 
a news conference Nov. 26 in which he joined with his 
brother bishops in urging Catholics, national, state and 
local leaders, and all people of  good will to engage in dia-
logue, advocacy and action to protect the human rights of  
immigrants and to help keep families together. 
 “We believe it is imperative that the people of  the United 
States see that the broken immigration system of  this land 
comes with tragic human cost,” Archbishop Garcia-Siller 
explained. “Families are torn apart, children are separated 
from their mothers and fathers, husbands are divided from 
wives, not just for days or weeks, or even months. Many 
may never see their families for decades, if  ever.” 

Photo by CNS
Pope Francis kisses a baby 
at a frigid outdoor audi-
ence at St. Peter’s Square.

 If  all goes as expected, Pope 
Francis should be getting a Christ-
mas present soon from the wom-
en of  the Prayer Shawl ministry at 
St. Andrew Parish in Erie.
 Every month, the group gets 
together to knit, crochet or weave 
shawls—or blankets—for people 
who are in need of  prayers, either 
spiritually or physically. Since 
2007, they’ve distributed about 
800, giving comfort and solace to 
many families and friends.
 So it was strictly an inspiration 
when parishioner Renee Clark 
said to the others: “Let’s send one 
to the pope. He needs our prayers, 
too.”
 Gathering at Kate Fatter’s 
house on W. 9th Street in Erie, 
the women started weaving on 
Kate’s loom. Using yarn called 
“Mexicana,” the group finished 
the colorful, tightly woven blan-
ket, measuring nearly 2 feet wide 
and 6 feet long. (See a swatch of  
the blanket at left.)
 They wrote Pope Francis a 
letter, saying: “We cannot imag-
ine any other role in the current 
world as stressful as yours. We 
humbly offer you this homemade 
shawl as a symbol of  our prayers 
and love.”
 When Kate took the care pack-
age to the U.S. Post Office, the 
clerk asked the usual questions 
about the value of  the contents 
and insurance. “And what,” asked 
the clerk, “are the recipient’s first 
and last names?”
 “Pope and Francis,” Kate re-
sponded. “I’m sure someone will 
know who he is!”
 There is a general address for 
all the offices and residents of  

Vatican City. Here is the address for 
the pope:
 His Holiness
 Pope Francis
 00120 Vatican City State 
 Europe

u	u	u

 Father Ed Lohse, a priest of  the 
Diocese of  Erie, works now as an 
official at the Vatican’s Congrega-
tion for the Clergy. He was featured 
in a Nov. 24 story in Our Sunday 
Visitor about Catholics who find 
themselves away from home during 
the holidays.
 Instead of  coming home for 
Thanksgiving, he stayed at the Villa 
Stritch in Rome, a house for dioc-
esan priests who work at the Vati-
can. He went to work as usual, and 
talked to his mother and siblings by 
Skype.
 Father Lohse told the newspa-
per, “Our Italian cooks go out of  
their way to present an authentic 
Thanksgiving dinner, which is re-
ally quite an accomplishment, 
considering that they have never 
actually seen one, other than at our 
residence.”
 

u	u	uu	u	u

 Sixty-two youth and adults from 
the Diocese of  Erie traveled to Indi-
anapolis last month, joining 23,000 
young people from across the coun-
try at the National Catholic Youth 
Conference. 
 Students from Erie, Warren, 
Grove City, St. Marys, DuBois, 
Meadville and Greenville attended 
the three-day event. These kids had 
to leave at 5 a.m. just to get there. 
Talk about commitment! 
 Kathleen Peterson, coordinator 
of  the Office of  Youth and Young 
Adult Ministry, told me that she felt 
blessed to be part of  the Erie con-
tingent. “This was an incredible ex-
perience for our youth to be among 
the larger, global church,” Kathleen 
said.

Mary Solberg is the editor of  FaithLife.
Email: msolberg@ErieRCD.org 
Call 814-824-1171 
Twitter.com/ERIERCDsolberg

Endowment funds established, 
future gifts benefit Catholic outreach

A swatch of the 
pope's new  
blanket.
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DEATH NOTICES

Sister of Our Lady of Charity dies; ministered 45 years

Sister Mary Gemma 
Gutowski, OLC

 MEADVILLE—Father Rob-
ert P. Fedor, 83, died Nov. 22 at 
the Marquette Hospice House in 
Meadville.
 Born in Cleveland, Ohio, Sept. 
14, 1930, Father Fedor attended 
St. Margaret Elementary School 

Father Robert Fedor dies in 52nd year of priesthood
and Benedictine High School in 
Cleveland. He served as a United 
States Marine and then attended 
John Car-
roll Uni-
versity in 
Cleveland 
before en-
tering St. 
Mark Semi-
nary in Erie 
in 1955. Af-
ter studies 
at Gannon 
C o l l e g e , 
Erie, and 
St. Bonaventure University, New 
York, he received his major semi-
nary formation at Theological 
College in Washington, D.C.
 Bishop Edward McManaman 
ordained him to the priesthood 
for the Diocese of  Erie on May 
11, 1961, at St. Peter Cathedral.
 Father Fedor’s greatest enjoy-

ment came from meeting new 
people. He was once quoted as 
saying: “I am joyful being with 
people and more willing to accept 
them as they are.”
 Father Fedor began his priestly 
ministry as parochial vicar at 
St. Bernard Parish in Bradford, 
where he remained until 1966.  
He subsequently served in that 
same role at St. Bartholomew Par-
ish in Sharpsville (1966-70) and at 
Blessed Sacrament Parish in Erie 
(1970-73), before becoming pastor 
of  St. Mary of  the Assumption 
Parish in Frenchville (1973-81). 
 He then served as pastor at St. 
Timothy Parish in Curwensville 
(1981-91), and at St. Peter in Con-
neautville (1991-98). While at St. 
Bartholomew Parish, he taught 
part-time at Kennedy Catholic 
High School in Hermitage.
 Father Fedor also served as 
chaplain at the Albion State 

 CARROLLTON, Ohio—Sis-
ter of  Our Lady of  Charity Mary 
Gemma Gutowski, who minis-
tered to teen-
age girls for 
many years 
at Gannon-
dale in Erie, 
died Nov. 19 
at the Sisters 
of  Our Lady 
of  Charity 
convent in 
Carrollton.
 Born in 
P i t t sburgh 
on Jan. 17, 1920, Sister Mary 

Gemma entered the Sisters of  
Our Lady of  Charity in Erie in 
1941. She professed her final vows 
in 1947.
 She served the Diocese of  Erie 
for 45 years in several positions 
at Gannondale before retiring in 
2006. 
 At Gannondale, she served as 
an intake worker, acting superin-
tendent, assistant cottage mother 
in the residential program, secre-
tary/supervisor, administrative 
assistant in the social work de-
partment, coordinator of  ECIA 
Chapter I Educational Program, 
special education instructor, re-

medial reading supervisor and 
instructor, and teacher of  Chris-
tian living, Christian doctrine, 
art and seasonal dramatics.
 She served the Sisters of  Our 
Lady of  Charity as assistant 
superior, directress of  forma-
tion in Erie, delegate to several 
chapters of  the North Ameri-
can Federation of  Our Lady of  
Charity, directress of  formation 
in the central novitiate of  North 
American Federation of  OLC, 
secretary to superior, reception-
ist and a council member of  the 
Sisters of  Our Lady of  Charity 
in Erie.

 Sister Mary Gemma earned 
a bachelor’s degree from Mt. St. 
Joseph Teachers College, Buf-
falo, N.Y., and earned graduate 
credits in guidance, counseling 
and religious education from 
The Catholic University of  
America, Washington, D.C.
 Calling hours were held at the 
Sisters of  Our Lady of  Charity 
chapel at Gannondale. Father 
John Santor officiated at a funer-
al Mass on Nov 25. Burial was at 
Trinity Cemetery in Erie.
 Memorials may be made to 
Gannondale, 4635 East Lake 
Road, Erie, PA 16511.

Father Robert 
Fedor

Gannon holds high school poetry contests
 Erie—The English Department at Gannon University in Erie 
encourages high school students to submit poems to its annual po-
etry contests. There are two separate contests: one for high school 
students in Erie County and one for students nationally. Erie 
County students may enter the national contest by making a
separate submission.
 Cash prizes will be awarded to the top three finishers in each 
contest. Winning students will be recognized at Gannon Universi-
ty’s annual English Awards Night, to be held March 27, 2014. For 
more information, visit ww4.gannon.edu/departmental/english/
poetry.asp. Email questions to moore001@gannon.edu.
 Submissions must be postmarked by Feb. 1, 2014, and sent to:
 Berwyn Moore, professor of  English
 Attn: National High School Poetry Contest
 Gannon University
 109 University Square
 Erie, PA 16541
 
Three parishes host ‘Follow the Star  
Christmas Tour’ program
 The popular “Follow the Star Christmas Tour,” featuring Ten-
nessee Back Porch with Chris and Julie Moore, will be held at the 
following parishes:
• St. John the Evangelist Church, 101 Olin Ave., 
Girard, on Wednesday, Dec. 11, at 7:30 p.m. 
Tickets can be purchased at the parish office or 
at the door. The cost is $10 per person. For more 
information, call Betti at 814-774-4108. 
• St. Elizabeth Parish Center, 33 West Pleasant 
St., Corry, on Saturday, Dec. 14, at 7 p.m. Tick-
ets cost $10 each and are available at St. Thomas 
School, St. Thomas Church and at the door. For another $10, a 
finger-food supper with beverages will be available before the con-
cert from 5 to 6:45 p.m. Reservations are requested for the supper. 
For more information, call 814-663-3041.
• St. Gregory Thaumaturgus Parish, 136 West Main St., North 
East, on Sunday, Dec. 15, at 4:30 p.m. A special performance 
also will be given by the North East Vineyard Vocalists. The 
event is handicap accessible. Tickets can be purchased at the 
parish office, Rizzo’s on the Park Restaurant, 17 West Main St., 
North East, or at the door. The cost is $10 per person. For more 
information, call 814-725-9691. 

Cathedral offers Advent, Christmas schedule
 ERIE—St. Peter Cathedral—the mother church of  the Dio-
cese of  Erie—offers various opportunities to celebrate Advent and 
Christmas this year. Here is the remaining schedule for the month:
• Second Sunday of Advent, Dec. 8: Vespers (Evening Prayer) 
at 4 p.m. with Bishop Lawrence Persico as presider and preacher. 
• Third Sunday of Advent, Dec. 15: Vespers (Evening Prayer) at 
4 p.m. with Father Michael Ferrick, rector of  the Cathedral, as 
presider and preacher.   
• Fourth Sunday of Advent, Dec. 22: Christmas concert—free 
and open to the public—at 4 p.m., featuring the Cathedral’s choir 
and its children’s choir. Titled, “A Woman Wrapped in Silence,” 
the concert will include a candlelight procession, poetry, Scripture 
and Christmas carols. Bill Herring, music director, will conduct 
the choirs and accompany them on the organ. A brass and percus-
sion group also will perform.
• Christmas Eve, Midnight Mass: Televised on WJET-TV, the 
Mass will be celebrated by Bishop Lawrence Persico. The Cathe-
dral choir will lead the singing for this celebration.

Correctional Institute, the Erie 
County Prison, the Crawford 
County Correctional Facility, 
and the Drug and Alcohol Rehab 
at Spencer Hospital (now Mead-
ville Medical Center) in Mead-
ville.
 His last assignment before re-
tirement was as senior associate 
at St. Agatha Parish in Meadville 
(1999 to 2005).
 A Mass of  Christian burial 
was held at St. Agatha Church in 
Meadville on Nov. 24, celebrated 
by Bishop Lawrence Persico. 
Serving as homilist was Bishop 
Emeritus Donald Trautman.
 In lieu of  flowers, the family 
suggests contributions be made 
to the Marquette Hospice House 
of  Crawford County, 464 Pine 
St., Meadville, PA 16335, or to 
Benedictine High School, 2900 
Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, 
Cleveland, Ohio 44104.

Mary Solberg
FaithLife

 Busy shoppers and employees 
at the Millcreek Mall in Erie will 
have to find another quiet space 
now that the Roman Catholic 
Chapel there has closed.
 A business—Opinions Re-
search—already has moved into 
the space that was used by the 
Diocese of  Erie as a chapel the 
past six years, according to Father 
Christopher J. Singer, chancel-
lor.  
 The diocese had rented the site 
adjacent to the Bon-Ton depart-
ment store at a discounted rate, 
knowing that it was possible a 
business might want to move in. 
 “While it's disappointing that 
we had to leave, we are heartened 
that a business will provide work 
for people,” Father Singer said.
 The sounds of  mall traffic fil-
tered through the partially opened 
doors at the chapel on Nov. 22 as 
volunteers and other diocesan per-
sonnel gathered for a prayer ser-
vice marking the official closing 
of  the site. Msgr. Robert Smith, 
vicar general of  the diocese, led 
the prayers, saying the chapel had 
been surprisingly popular since its 
opening in 2008. 
 About 6,000 people have vis-
ited the chapel every year. The 
unique outreach was established 
by Bishop Emeritus Donald 
Trautman on Ash Wednesday, 
Feb. 6, 2008. He wanted to make 
it easier for people to go to confes-
sion and find “an oasis of  peace 
and prayer,” Msgr. Smith told the 

Chapel closes at the Millcreek Mall
New business 
moves into
current site

20 volunteers who gathered for 
the closing.
 “In the sacrament of  recon-
ciliation, hearts and souls were 
healed of  wounds that were 
sometimes present for many 
years,” Msgr. Smith explained.
 Situated in a retail environ-
ment that attracts thousands of  
nameless faces every day, the 
mall chapel offered the anonym-
ity that some people needed to 
return to the sacrament. Thelma 
Manendo of  Erie said she saw 
tiny miracles happen when she 
volunteered every Wednesday 
morning.
 “It was nice watching people 
get the courage to go to confes-
sion again,” Manendo said.
 Another volunteer, Joe Garo-
falo of  Erie, said the chapel met 
people “on their own turf.”
 “It was a real convenience for 
people,” Garofalo said.

 The departure of  the chapel 
came as a surprise to its retail 
neighbors, including The Chil-
dren’s Place, located next door. 
Sherine Young, manager, said 
she had grown used to seeing 
chapel volunteers come by to 
shop.
 “I’m sad to see them go,” 
Young said. 
 According to Father Singer, 
the diocese has had a “fine rela-
tionship” with Cafaro Manage-
ment Company and the mall’s 
property manager, Tim Jares.
 Jares told FaithLife that he ex-
pects to be able to provide anoth-
er suitable location for the chapel 
in the not-too-distance future. 
 The current location had been 
a prime spot for shoppers who 
sought quiet time for prayer and 
meditation. About 60 volunteers 
and priests kept the chapel op-
erating Mondays through Satur-

days.  
 “It’s been a very successful 
outreach,” Bishop Lawrence 
Persico said. “I do want to con-
tinue the ministry in the future.”
 Day-to-day chapel responsi-
bilities were handled by Sister 
Catherine Manning, SSJ, vice 
chancellor, Deacons Chuck Ad-
amczyk and Doug Konzel, and 
diocesan administrative assis-
tant, Cheryl Ciccozzi.
 The Knights of  Columbus 
in the diocese funded and built 
the confessionals at the chapel, 
and provided most of  the other 
furniture. The diocese will store 
these items at St. Mark Catholic 
Center in Erie.
 The Roman Catholic Chapel 
at the Millcreek Mall was made 
possible by ongoing support 
from the Evangelization Endow-
ment at The Catholic Founda-
tion.

Photo by Mary Solberg

A sign on the front door of the Roman Catholic Chapel at the Millcreek Mall announces the closing of 
the site. In the backround, a closing prayer of thanksgiving is led by Msgr. Robert Smith, vicar general.

www.proximotravel.com 
email: anthony@proximotravel.com 

Prices are ALL-INCLUSIVE w/Airfare from  
anywhere in the continental USA  

Trips to Scotland, France, Ireland, Shrines of Europe and 
much more.. ranging from  $3,599—$4,699 for 2014. 

855-842-8001 |  814-479-4165 
Carmela A. Manago  

Italy/Switzerland: Apr. 5-17, Apr. 12-24 ... 
Italy Regular: Apr. 5-13, Apr. 12-20, Apr. 19-27 ... 
Holy Land: Mar. 10-20, Mar. 31-Apr. 10, Apr. 7-17..  
France: Apr. 26-May 8, May 3-15, May 10-22 ...  
Ireland/Scotland: Apr. 26-May 8, May 3-15 ... 
Greece/Turkey: May 3-15, Jun. 21-Jul. 3  ...  
Italy/Fatima: Apr. 5-16, Apr. 12-23, Apr. 19-30 ... 

Visit our website www.proximotravel.com 
for more information and dates! 

should religious employers who 
provide the charitable and edu-
cational services of  the Catholic 
Church be required to facilitate/
initiate the provision of  contra-
ceptive products, services and 
counseling … when religious em-
ployers who operate the house of  
worship do not?”
 Further, Judge Schwab stated 
that he was ruling on whether 
“the Government will be permit-
ted to sever the Catholic Church 
in two parts (i.e., worship and 
faith, and ‘good works’).”
 According to Bishop Persico, 
“The judge refused to accept that 

religious freedom is limited to 
the freedom to worship behind 
closed doors, allowing that the 
church’s good works are central 
to the practice of  faith.”
 In related news, the U.S. Su-
preme Court agreed Nov. 26 
to hear two cases involving for-
profit corporations that claim the 
“preventive services” mandate 
violates their religious beliefs.
 Brigitte Amiri, a senior staff  
attorney for the American Civil 
Liberties Union, told the Pitts-
burgh Post-Gazette that the Su-
preme Court’s decision in those 
for-profit cases “could give guid-
ance to courts that are consider-
ing the nonprofit cases.”

Erie, Pittsburgh dioceses 
win temporary injunction

 

 
 

– YOUR INVITATION – 
Help remind our government leaders and the entire nation that 
the most important thing in life is LIFE itself. Join hundreds of 
thousands of your fellow Americans in a march up Constitution 
Avenue. Visit your members of Congress. Last January, 265 
people took our bus trip. Please join us this January. 

To defend the right to life is to defend the dignity and value of every 
human being. To defend the right to life is to defend the very concept of 
human rights. Without LIFE, all guarantees of human rights are hollow or 
utterly meaningless. Legal protection and societal respect for all human 
lives is the preeminent civil rights and human rights issue of our times. 

 Leave Erie Tuesday evening, January 21 at 11 p.m.  
 March in Washington on Wednesday, January 22.  
 Return Thursday morning, January 23 about 2 a.m. 
 $60 per seat ($50 per seat until December 16) 
 Pay on-line or mail payment to People for Life. 
 Limited seating: Make reservations early. 
 Inquire about sponsorships for those on tight budgets. 
 Student and church groups are always welcome. 

PEOPLE FOR LIFE 
P.O. Box 1126; Erie, PA 16512 

(814) 882-1333 (voice or text)    office@peopleforlife.org 
www.facebook.com/peopleforlife 

www.peopleforlife.org/january2014 

MARCH FOR LIFE 
Washington, DC  January 22, 2014 
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Grant amounts vary and will be provided only while LIHEAP funding remains available. Additional assistance may be available for those with a heating emergency.

If you need help paying your heating bills, or know someone who does, the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) 
can help. Applications are now being accepted. However, funds are very limited and will be distributed on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served 
basis. Don’t delay, apply now. A little help can make a big difference. For more information, or to see if you qualify, visit 
LIHEAPhelps.com or call 1-866-857-7095.

Act now! LIHEAP is open.

LIHEAPhelps.com // 1-866-857-7095

My family got My family got 
the help we needed

paying our 
heating bill.heating bill.
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Please give to those who  
have given a lifetime.

To donate:
National Religious Retirement Office 
3211 Fourth Street NE 
Washington DC 20017-1194
Make your check payable to Retirement Fund for Religious. 

Or give at your local parish.

www.retiredreligious.org

Retirement Fund 
for Religious

“ Whatever needs doing, whether 
it’s scrubbing floors or teaching 
children, I’m happy to do it,” 
says Sister of Divine Providence 
John Margaret Walsh, 76.  
A lifetime of prayer and service 
unites Sister John Margaret with 
nearly 34,000 senior Catholic 
sisters, brothers, and religious 
order priests who benefit 
from the Retirement Fund 
for Religious. Like Sister John 
Margaret, they often ministered 
for little pay, resulting in today’s 
shortage of retirement savings. 
Your gift to the Retirement 
Fund for Religious helps provide 
prescription medications, 
nursing care, and more. 

Retirement 
Fund 
for 
Religious

Please give 
generously in 

your parishes on 

December 7-8
814.824.1125 

www.retiredreligious.org

Thespians rule at DuBois Central Catholic
 DuBOIS—The Class of  2014 
at DuBois Central Catholic 
High School kept alive a long-
standing tradition of  excellence 
on the stage when student thes-
pians performed  the hilarious 
mystery, Murder by the Book, in 
November.
 Cast members are pictured 
in a group shot, assuming their 
characters’ personalities.
 Seated, left to right, are: Mad-
eline Robison, Maria French, 
Rosemary Gillespie, Kylee 
Schaffer and Sara McNally. 

BSS supports #AJO Forever Fund
 ERIE—Blessed Sacrament 
School students donated $279.68 
to the #AJO Forever Fund in 
memory of  Alyssa O’Neill, an 
Erie teenager who died this fall 
from an epileptic seizure.
 The Blessed Sacrament stu-
dents collected the money during 
a recent purple casual day.

Venango Catholic wins math competition
 OIL CITY—Students from 
Venango Catholic High School 
recently won the Class A division 
of  the 29th annual Clarion Uni-
versity High School Mathematics 
Competition at Clarion Univer-
sity of  Pennsylvania. They com-
peted against students from other 
regional high schools in a variety 
of  math and problem-solving 
challenges.
 Pictured in the front row, left to 
right, are: Maeve Smith, Colleen 
Cunningham, Courtney Kuhn, 
Breanne Mizerak, Claire Nieder-
riter and Jon Mulholland. In the 
back row, left to right, are: Chris-
topher Fink, Nicholas Barletta, 
Indiana Judy, Louden Buchanan 
and teacher Ronald Bair. 

St. Michael Parish 
holds 40th Oktoberfest 

 FRYBURG—St. Michael Parish in 
Fryburg enjoyed its 40th annual Oktober-
fest celebration recently, featuring many 
authentic German foods, bands, German 
beer, and singing and dancing.
 Pictured, left to right, are: Tim Nale, 
Dorothy Hajdu and Kate Nale.  The Na-
les, who are parishioners of  St. Michael 
Parish, gave Hajdu a bouquet of  flowers as 
a thank-you for presenting their authentic 
German costumes. 

Children join their parents at chastity program

 BROCKWAY—Family Honor recently pre-
sented its Real Love & Real Life chastity program 
for seventh- and eighth-graders and their parents 
at two parishes in the diocese. Thirty-two families 
from St. Tobias Parish in Brockway and 19 families 
from Beloved Disciple Parish in Grove City partici-
pated.
 Through interactive skits, small group discus-

sions, videos, and other informative presentations, 
families had the opportunity to learn about commu-
nication, friendships and dating, true love, chastity 
and God’s gift of  sexuality and fertility.
 Pictured in the front row, left to right, are: Kim 
Salada and her son, Josh Salada; and Angelo Inza-
na and his father, Ed Inzana. In the second row is 
the Holt family: Matthew, Mike, Heidi and Lydia. 

St. Boniface School 
honors area veterans

 ERIE—Local retiree Joe Kozik, a U.S. Army veter-
an who landed on the beaches of  Normandy in 1944, 
was among the more than 50 veterans honored by stu-
dents at St. Boniface School in Erie for Veterans’ Day.
 Veterans and students attended Mass and then had 
lunch together at the school’s Coleman Center. Dur-
ing a program, students served as color guard and 
shared their reflections on the pride they feel toward 
all veterans. 

Standing, left to right, are: Au-
tumn Carlson, Aaron Salada, 

Sean Garred, Duncan Park and 
Nick Cherry. 

Leadership class celebrates National Mix-It-Up Day
 DuBOIS—Sixth-, seventh- and 
eighth-graders at DuBois Central 
Catholic participated in the Na-
tional Mix-It-Up Day recently.
 The day is designed to get 
students to move out of  their 
comfort zones and connect with 
someone new over lunch.
 Students designed posters for 
their tables and special name tags 
for their lunch partners. It was or-
ganized by the day of  the month 
that students and teachers were 
born.
 In the front row, pictured left 
to right, are: Raquel Salada, 
Garrett White and Anthony 
DePello. In the back row, left to 
right, are: Carolyn Sette, Sabrina 
Spencer and Caitlin Drahushak. 


