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Sisters of St. Joseph welcome fi rst agrégées.  SEE PAGE 3

Bishop to preside at 
Holy Week liturgies
 Bishop Lawrence Persico will pre-
side at the following Holy Week litur-
gies scheduled at St. Peter Cathedral, 
230 W. 10th St., Erie:

• Palm Sunday, March 20 at 11 a.m. 
• Chrism Mass, March 21 at 4 p.m.
• Mass of  the Lord’s Supper, Holy 

Thursday, March 24 at 7 p.m.
• Celebration of  the Passion of  the 

Lord, Good Friday, March 25 at 
3 p.m.

• Easter Vigil, March 26 at 8:30 p.m.

Newman Club at 
Grove City College 
recognized nationally
 GROVE CITY—The Newman Club 
at Grove City College in Grove City re-
cently was named as one of  the top 50 
best college Catholic Newman Centers 
in the United States.
 Best College Reviews recognized the 
 Newman Club at Grove City as No. 28 
on the list. It is affi liated with Church 
of  the Beloved Disciple Parish in Grove 
City.
 According to Best College Reviews, 
the Newman Club offers fellowship 
and community for Catholics on the 
Mercer County campus. It offers 
regular Masses and rides to Mass, book 
clubs, dinners, social events and regular 
meetings.
 “The Newman Club at Grove City 
College is dedicated to educating 
students of  all faith traditions who are 
interested in the Catholic faith,” Best 
College Reviews stated. “Their desire 
is to answer questions from all students 
so that they may have an authentic 
understanding of  the Catholic Church 
and her teachings.”
 Newman Centers are named after 
the famous 19th-century English 
intellectual and convert, John Henry 
Newman, whose work “The Idea of  a 
University” is still studied in schools 
around the world today.

188 make journey to 
the Catholic faith
 Hundreds of  people gathered for 
Rite of  Election ceremonies in Erie and 
St. Marys Feb. 14 to witness 188 people 
take the next step toward being fully 
welcomed into the Catholic Church.
 Many of  those making the journey 
to the Catholic faith are young, ac-
cording to Sister Nancy Fischer, SSJ, 
coordinator of  the Offi ce of  Christian 
Initiation for the Diocese of  Erie.
 “It’s always encouraging to see that 
people are interested in coming into 
the church,” Sister Nancy says. “As an 
evangelizing diocese, I hope we will 
continue to invite others to join us. This 
is the visible sign of  what Jesus asked 
us to do: to spread the faith.”
 Of  the 188 elect in the diocese:

• 66 are catechumens (people who 
were never baptized in any faith)

• 82 are candidates who were previ-
ously baptized in a faith outside the 
Catholic Church

• 40 are candidates who are com-
pleting their rites of  initiation, 
including fi rst Communion and 
confi rmation.

 The Rite of  Election is part of  the 
Rite of  Christian Initiation for Adults 
(RCIA), a process that was restored to 
the Catholic Church after Vatican II. 
Catechumens and candidates will be 
welcomed into the faith at Easter vigil 
services March 26.

SCHOOLS CLOSING
St. Boniface (after 2016-17)
St. Peter Cathedral 
 (after 2015-16)
Our Lady of Mount Carmel
 (after 2016-17)

PRE-K THROUGH GRADE 8
(ERIE CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
SYSTEM)
Blessed Sacrament
Our Lady of Peace
Our Lady’s Christian
St. George
St. James
St. Luke

EASTERN  AND WESTERN VICARIATES

NEW COLLABORATIVE (Parish-Based Schools)

NORTHERN VICARIATE

SCHOOL CLOSING
Venango Catholic H.S.

NEW SATELLITE CAMPUSES
OF ELK COUNTY CATHOLIC 
SCHOOL SYSTEM
St. Boniface, Kersey 
 (pre-K-5)
St. Leo, Ridgway 
 (pre-K-8)

Immaculate Conception,   
 Clarion (pre-K-6)
Seton Catholic, Meadville   
 (pre-K-8)
Ss. Cosmas and Damian,   
 Punxsutawney (pre-K-6)
St. Bernard, Bradford, 
 (K-8)
St. Francis, Clearfi eld 
 (pre-K-8)

Eboo Patel
shares
interfaith
message.
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ROADMAP to
  EXCELLENCE
Diocese announces 
historic plan for schools

CONTINUING AS 
HIGH SCHOOLS
Erie Catholic Preparatory 
School (Cathedral Prep and Villa 
Maria Academy)
Mercyhurst Preparatory

SPONSORED MINISTRY
Villa Maria Elementary School 
will remain a sponsored ministry 
of the Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Northwestern Pennsylvania

SEPARATELY INCORPORATED 
DIOCESAN SCHOOL
Holy Family (pre-K-8)

Photo by Mary Solberg

Contemplating the future of Catholic schools are: Father Nicholas Rouch, vicar for education; Bishop Lawrence 
Persico; Dr. Sam Signorino, director of Catholic Schools; and Kim Lytle, director of curriculum.

DEVELOPING 
COMPREHENSIVE 
STATEGIC PLANS AND/OR 
UPDATING ADVANCEMENT 
PLANS:
DuBois Area Catholic 
Elk County Catholic  
Kennedy Catholic Family of  
 Schools
 

Eleven Catholic schools in the diocese will form a collaborative 
in order to improve academic quality and operational effi ciency. 
Schools in the collaborative will include: 

St. Gregory, North East   
 (pre-K-8) 
St. Joseph, Lucinda 
 (pre-K-6)
St. Joseph, Warren 
 (pre-K-5)
St. Michael, Greenville   
 (pre-K-8) 
St. Patrick, Franklin 
 (pre-K-8)
St. Stephen, Oil City 
 (pre-K-8)
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The new school confi gurations for the Diocese of Erie were the 
result of two years of discussion and research.

BY MARY SOLBERG | FAITHLIFE

 A much-anticipated, historic plan to rein-
vigorate Catholic schools in the Diocese of  
Erie—featuring the creation of  a new school 
system with an embedded middle-school 
program in Erie County—was announced 
this month by diocesan offi cials.
 Under the plan unveiled by Bishop Law-
rence Persico Feb. 16-18, three elementary 
schools and one Catholic high school in the 
diocese will close in the near future. The 
bishop and other offi cials believe it will fi nal-
ly stop the hemorrhaging of  its educational 
institutions that has persisted for decades.
 “I really don’t like to move from crisis to 
crisis. My hope is that what we’re doing now 
will make a difference,” Bishop Persico said 
after announcing his fi nal plan, titled “Build-
ing in Truth and Love.”
 Since the early 1980s, the diocese has 
closed 14 elementary schools. After com-
ing to Erie, Bishop Persico launched a two-
year pastoral planning process to assess the 
health and vigor of  parishes and schools.
 “One of  the important aspects of  our dio-
cese is our Catholic schools,” Bishop Persico 
said. “We have to do our utmost to maintain 
them while keeping an eye on their viabil-
ity.”
 Calling the new school plan “a roadmap 
for faith-based academic excellence,” the 
bishop released specifi c details on the future 
of  Catholic education in the 13 counties of  
northwestern Pennsylvania.
 By this summer, offi cials will hire a su-

perintendent to oversee all Catholic schools 
throughout the diocese. The superintendent 
will work closely with the president of  each 
school system within the diocese, including 
DuBois, the Shenango Valley, Elk County, 
and the newly created Erie Catholic School 
System, which will replace the current inde-
pendent, parish-based schools in the city and 
surrounding area.
 The new superintendent also will work 
with pastors and principals of  the 11 remain-
ing parish-based schools in smaller commu-
nities. Those 11 schools will be part of  a 
separate diocesan collaborative. (See related 
information box on this page.)
 The new Erie Catholic School System 
is expected to offi cially open in September 
2017 and will comprise six campuses. (See 
information box on this page.) Unlike the 
preliminary plan proposed last year, sixth 
through eighth grades will remain embed-
ded within these preK-8 buildings. They will 
benefi t from a multi-million-dollar fundrais-
ing effort to support middle-school educa-
tion and diocesan-wide professional devel-
opment opportunities for Catholic school 
personnel.
 Many people who participated in a 
month-long feedback period after the pre-
liminary plan was introduced voiced strong 

support for maintain-
ing a preK-8 model. 
Schools offi cials de-
cided to retain sixth 
through eighth grades 
in each building and 
will expand academic 
and spiritual programs 
for middle-schoolers. 
Among the highlights 
will be a focus on sci-
ence, technology, en-
gineering and math 
across the curriculum, 
emphasis on public-
speaking skills, well-
ness programs, and 
career education and 

exploration.
 “We are deeply committed 
to system-wide, age-appropriate 
opportunities for middle school 
students,” said Father Nicholas 
Rouch, vicar for Education.
 Also under the new plan, 
schools in the western and east-
ern vicariates will bolster their 
strategic goals and enhance affi li-
ations. Two elementary schools 
will become satellites of  Elk 
County Catholic. (See related in-
formation box.)
 According to Father Rouch, 
much work remains as the dio-
cese reviews tuition rates, teacher 
compensation and enrollment.
 “We want to work with the 
school communities of  Venango 

Catholic High School, St. Peter 
Cathedral School, Our Lady 
of  Mount Carmel School and 
St. Boniface School [all set to 
close],” Father Rouch said. “The 
students, educators and parents 
have some transitions ahead, 
and we want to help as much as 
we can.”
 Bishop Persico agreed, saying 
some of  the changes will take 
time to process. He lauded the 
efforts of  all the sisters, priests 
and lay people who nurtured 
generations of  young people in 
diocesan schools.
 “Now it’s our turn to assume 
that responsibility,” he said. “We 
can do no less.”
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Lisa Schell of the Church of the Good 
Shepherd, West Middlesex, met Bish-
op Lawrence Persico Feb. 14 at the 
Rite of Election at St. Peter Cathedral.

Teacher, principal 
hiring process explained
BY ANNE-MARIE WELSH for FAITHLIFE

 An important component of  the new 
school plan for the Diocese of  Erie is that all 
teachers and principals in the new Erie Cath-
olic School System will need to go through a 
rehiring process.
 Principals at each of  the six pre-K-8 
schools have been sent a timeline for this 
process.
 According to Father Nicholas Rouch, vic-
ar for Education, the Catholic Schools Offi ce 
plans to visit each of  the schools to discuss 
the process with current faculty.
 “This process will occur, in part, because 
teachers will no longer be employed by the 
parish but by the new Erie Catholic School 
System,” Father Rouch explained. “The vast 
majority of  teachers and principals will be 
rehired.”
 Under the new plan, about 15 teaching 
positions will be lost with the closings of  
Our Lady of  Mount Carmel and St. Boni-
face schools. Due to retirement and attrition, 
about 25 positions usually need to be fi lled at 
the beginning of  each academic year.

 According to school offi cials, teachers 
currently employed in Erie’s 10 parish-
based Catholic schools as of  February 2016 
will be given fi rst priority as candidates. 
Teachers who are newly hired in an Erie 
parish-based school up until the selection 
process begins will be given second prior-
ity, and teachers applying from outside of  
the current parish-based schools will then 
be considered.
 The hiring process will include, but is 
not limited to, the following criteria:

• Years of  experience teaching in the 
Diocese of  Erie

• Pennsylvania certifi cation
• Level of  education
• Status of  Act 48 professional develop-

ment.
 The Catholic Schools Offi ce will devel-
op a clear set of  criteria and expectations 
for principals or head administrators. A 
principal selection procedure also will be 
devised, with the Schools Offi ce being di-
rectly involved in the process.
 A variety of  other criteria also will be 
considered in the employment process.  

* See St. Gregory in the box titled, 'New Collaborative'
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Snippets of Catholic headlines 
and stories from around the world
from Catholic News Service

Prices starting at $2,499 ~ with Airfare Included in this price-
from anywhere in the USA  

Several trips to different destinations: the Holy Land; 
Italy; France, Portugal, & Spain; Poland;  

Medjugorje, Lourdes, & Fatima; Ireland & Scotland; 
England; Austria, Germany, & Switzerland; Greece 

& Turkey; Viking Cruises; Caribbean Cruises;  
Budapest; Prague; Our Lady of Guadalupe;  

Colombia; Brazil; Argentina; Domestic Destinations; 
etc… 

Call us 24/7                                          

               
anthony@proximotravel.com         

All your collision needs.
Special Wash, Wax/Interior - $125.00 plus tax

814- 453-6185

Since 1950

66 YEARS of Excellence!

EVENTS
Deaf, hard of hearing invited to Notre Dame
 FAIRVIEW—All deaf, hard of  hearing and interested individuals 
are invited to an afternoon with Father Michael Polinek at Camp Notre 
Dame, 400 Eaton Road, Fairview, on March 5 from 3 to 8 p.m.
 A Mass and a free dinner will be offered. RSVP by Feb. 29 to Su-
san McLeod at 814-240-0809 (VP) scmcleod@neo.rr.com or Monica 
Dvoranchik at 703-851-9580 (voice/text) or moe25@hotmail.com.

Save May 6 for the Catholic Charities Ball
 ERIE—The public is invited to 
attend the annual Catholic Chari-
ties Ball May 6 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Bayfront Convention Center in Erie. 
Funds raised at the “Light the Way” 
ball support Catholic Charities-affi li-
ated agencies.
 Tennessee Backporch will provide music for the evening, which in-
cludes a plated dinner, a dance contest, and the presentation of  the 
Helping Hands Award to Dr. Peter and Ellie Scibetta. Direct questions 
to Barbara McNamara at 814-824-1258.

SSJs offer faith formation series for jubilee year
 ERIE—The formation team and the Justice and Peace and the Integ-
rity of  Creation Committee of  the Sisters of  St. Joseph are sponsoring 
adult faith formation sessions marking the Year of  Mercy. The focus of  
the series will be on Catholic social principles that call everyone to be 
people of  mercy. The program will be offered one Thursday per month, 

through June 16, from 6 to 7:15 p.m. at the Community Living Center 
Chapel, 5031 West Ridge Road, Erie.
 Each session will include prayer, Scripture, a presentation by a guest 
speaker, and time for refl ection and sharing based on “The Faith Se-
ries” developed by Paulist Evangelization Ministries: Faith in Action—
Transforming the World.
 For information, contact Nancy Donnelly and/or Linda Kuhn at 
814-836-4134, or call Sister Rosemary O’Brien, SSJ, at 814-836-4212.

Prince of Peace Center to host Bowl-a-Thon
 FARRELL—The Prince of  Peace Center in Farrell will host Bowl-
a-Thon 2016—“Strike Out Poverty” on March 6 at Thornton Hall 
Bowling Lanes in Sharon. Sign-up starts at noon and bowling begins at 
12:30 p.m.
 To register a team or individuals, call 724-346-7777, ext. 15, or go to 
www.princeofpeacecenter.org. Although the registration deadline has 
passed to be assured a t-shirt, registrations are still welcome. The event 
will include prizes, a gift auction and a 50-50 raffl e.

Speaker series scheduled at Our Lady of Mercy
 HARBORCREEK—Our Lady of  Mercy Parish in Harborcreek will 
host a speaker series on Wednesday evenings during Lent. Each eve-
ning begins at 5:30 p.m. with the celebration of  the Eucharist, followed 
by a soup supper (no charge) at 6:15 p.m., and concluding with a 7 p.m. 
speaker.
 The next scheduled evening is March 2, featuring Bishop Emeritus 
Donald Trautman  discussing “The Joy of  the Gospel.”

St. Joseph/Bread of Life offers a prayer brunch
 ERIE—All are welcome to attend a prayer brunch at St. Joseph/
Bread of  Life Community Center in Erie March 12 from 9:30 a.m. to 
noon. The speaker will be Dr. Jacqueline Phillips-Sabol of  Erie, a board-
certifi ed neuropsychologist who leads the Padre Pio prayer group.
 The cost is $8.50. Registration deadline is March 7. Make checks 
payable to Word of  Life Center, and mail to: Word of  Life Catholic 
Charismatic Renewal Center, c/o St. Mark Catholic Center, 429 E. 
Grandview Blvd., Erie, PA  16504. 

Gear up for St. Patrick’s Day in Greenville
 GREENVILLE—St. Michael School in Greenville is hosting a St. 
Patrick’s Day dinner/dance March 12 from 6 to 10 p.m. at Lateran Hall 
on Orchard Street. Doors will open at 6 p.m. Tickets are $20 each (by 
pre-sale only).
 An authentic Irish dinner and draft beer will be provided, with live 
music from 7 to 10 p.m. Those in attendance also will receive a compli-
mentary souvenir cup. For more information or to purchase tickets, call 
724-588-7050 or 724-866-1082.

Hard as Nails leader to speak in St. Marys
 ST. MARYS—Justin Fatica, executive director of  Hard as Nails 
Ministry, will visit St. Marys next month to offer practical steps for 
families to draw closer together. His presentation will be held March 
13 at Queen of  the World Church, 134 Queens Road, St. Marys. The 
program begins with Mass at 5 p.m., followed by Fatica’s presentation 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

Interfaith leadership vital 
to future—just ask Eboo

Pope Francis calls for jubilee
  moratorium on the death penalty
 VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Pope Francis called for a 
moratorium on executions during the Year of  Mercy and 
said the fi fth commandment, “Thou shalt not kill,” applies 
not only to the innocent but to the guilty as well.
 “Even a criminal has the inviolable right to life, a gift of  
God,” he said Feb. 21 after reciting the Angelus with visi-
tors gathered in St. Peter’s Square.
 Marking the beginning of  the international conference 
“For a World without the Death Penalty,” sponsored by the 
Community of  Sant’Egidio, the pope expressed hope that it 
will strengthen efforts to abolish the death penalty.
 Increasing opposition worldwide to the death penalty as 
“an instrument of  legitimate social defense” is “a sign of  
hope,” he said.
 “This issue has to be considered within the perspective 
of  a penal justice, which is more and more in compliance 
with human dignity and God’s plan for humanity and soci-
ety,” the pope said.
 The pope appealed to world leaders to reach an inter-
national consensus on the abolition of  the death penalty. 
He also proposed that Catholic government leaders “make 
a courageous and exemplary gesture by seeking a morato-
rium on executions during this Holy Year of  Mercy.”
 “All Christians and people of  goodwill are called today 
to work not only for the abolition of  the death penalty, but 
also to improve the conditions of  life in prison, in the re-
spect of  human dignity of  people deprived of  freedom,” he 
said.

CNS photo

Pope Francis talks to reporters during the papal fl ight 
to Rome from Mexico.

Pontiff urges rethinking of a
  ‘throwaway culture,’ incarcaration
 CIUDAD JUAREZ, Mexico (CNS)—Pope Francis 
urged society to rethink its ideas of  locking up inmates 
and throwing away the key, calling such an approach an-
other symptom of  
the “throwaway cul-
ture” he often de-
cries and “a symp-
tom of  a culture 
that has stopped 
supporting life, of  
a society that has 
abandoned its chil-
dren.”
 Speaking in a 
prison previously 
plagued by riots 
and controlled by 
drug cartels in a city 
once considered the 
“murder capital of  
the world,” the pope 
proposed focusing 
on prevention, re-
integration and a 
system of  “social health,” instead of  only on incarceration 
and insisting that inmates pay for their crimes.

 ABOARD THE PAPAL FLIGHT FROM MEXICO 
(CNS)—With physicians across Central and South 
America urging women to postpone pregnancy because 
of  the Zika virus that causes birth defects, Pope Francis 
said using contraceptives could be a “lesser evil.”
 Holding a news conference Feb. 17 en route to Rome 
after a six-day visit to Cuba and Mexico, the pope was 
asked if  the use of  artifi cial contraceptives or abortion 
could be considered “a lesser evil” when the baby had a 
high risk of  birth defects.
 “Abortion is not a lesser evil—it’s a crime,” Pope Fran-
cis said. “It is the deliberate taking of  an innocent hu-
man life. It’s an absolute evil.”
 The concept of  a “lesser evil” may apply to artifi cial 
birth control, however, he said, pointing to Blessed Paul 
VI’s consent in the early 1960s for women religious in 
the then-Belgian Congo to take the pill when rape was 
being used as a weapon of  war.
 Unlike abortion, he said, “avoiding pregnancy is not 
an absolute evil. In certain cases, as in this one and such 
as the one I mentioned of  Blessed Paul VI, it was clear.”
 At the same time, Pope Francis pleaded with doctors 

Pope responds to Zika

and scientists “to do their utmost to fi nd vaccines against 
these mosquitoes that carry this disease.”
 Health offi cials have urged women to postpone their 
pregnancies for two years, because the Zika virus has 
been linked to microcephaly, a neurological condition 
that causes smaller heads in newborns.
 The Catholic Church is opposed to artifi cial birth con-
trol, but promotes natural family planning.

 In the 1980s, I amassed a collection 
of  peace activist buttons: “Bread—Not 
Bombs.” “No Nukes!” “Practice nonvio-
lence.” “If  you want peace, work for jus-
tice.”
 Today, with social media cataloging ev-
ery moment of  our lives, it seems that in-
spirational buttons have become passé. A 
simple tweet goes viral and, in an instant, 
millions of  people sup-
port an idea. Although 
social media has been a 
boon for good causes, it 
also has created a wider 
forum for words that 
increasingly alienate, 
aggravate and assault.
 That’s why it was so 
important that Eboo 
Patel came to Gannon 
University in Erie last 
week. The founder and 
president of  Interfaith 
Youth Core (IFYC), 
Patel challenged students to build bridges, 
not barriers. The IFYC is a national non-
profi t that works to make interfaith coop-
eration a social norm.
 What better place to do that than on a 
college campus, where young minds are 
ready to take on the most pressing con-
cerns of  our times.
 In an interview before his visit, Pa-
tel said people must search for common 
ground despite the narrow, often limited, 
insight they have of  other religions.
 “The modern media sensationalizes 
violence and extremism. If  all that you 
know about Islam is what is reported on 
the evening news, then your window into 
that 1,400-year-old tradition, which com-
prises 1.6 billion people, is remarkably 
small,” he said. “I think this speaks to the 
power of  college campuses and higher 
education. Those institutions are, in ef-

fect, charged by our society with breaking 
people out of  easy paradigms.”
 The IFYC visits about 250 campuses 
every year, training students and staff  
to develop what Patel calls “sustainable 
ecosystems of  interfaith cooperation.” 
Religion, he believes, can unite people for 
good.
 Faith-based institutions, like Gannon, 
are even more likely to be leaders in inter-
faith cooperation, he said, because “they 
already have a language and a framework 
from which to deal with religious iden-
tity.”
 Patel and the IFYC refl ect the message 

of  Pope Francis, who regularly calls for 
interfaith dialogue as a necessary condi-
tion for world peace.
 According to Patel, the Holy Father 
has given a “clear directive” to the Catho-
lic Church to be a leader in interfaith co-
operation. It’s the only way to quell what 
Patel describes as the “ugly and nefarious 
winds” of  religious prejudice, religious 
confl ict and religious extremism.
 Gannon can “be the change,” as an old 
button used to say. 

Mary Solberg is the editor of  FaithLife.
Email: msolberg@ErieRCD.org
Call 814-824-1171
Twitter: @ERIERCDsolberg
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Eboo Patel

Faith-based 
institutions, 
like Gannon, 
are even 
more likely 
to be leaders 
in interfaith 
cooperation.
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Pope Francis embraces a female 
prisoner as he visits Cereso Prison 
in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, Feb. 17. 
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•••Tours to Italy •••

For details contact:
THE ITALIAN HERITAGE TOURS

Phone: 1-800-829-2201 
Email: italiantours@aol.com

www.italianheritagetours.com 36 years experience!

May and October
Rome, Florence, Venice, Abruzzo, Calabria, Sicily and much more!

September Fabulous Alpine Tour
North Italy, France, Switzerland,
Liechtenstein, Austria, Germany

ERIE DIOCESAN
CEMETERIES
Mausoleum/Niche space and

Full size/cremation grave space 
available

CALL 814-838-7724

For pastoral outreach and assistance for those 
abused by clergy or other church personnel, call

Doctor Robert Nelsen
Victim Assistance Coordinator
for the Diocese of Erie
814.451.1521 (This is a dedicated 
number for victim assistance.)

For more information, visit www.ErieRCD.org
click on For the Protection of Children

2530 Parade Street, Erie, Pa 16503
380  Millcreek Plaza, Erie, Pa 16565

A Sweet Stop!A Sweet Stop!
www.pulakoschocolates.com 800.627.0926

PRESENT THIS AD IN-STORE TO RECEIVE 10% OFF

Saturday, March 12, 2016
Erie’s Warner Theater 

9:00 AM–3:30 PM

2232 Men’s Conference

www.2232Men.com 

Your key to God’s mercy...

Register online today!

Bishop Persico in attendance — Adoration • Confession • Mass

Three nationally known Catholic speakers

Don’t miss this 
opportunity to 
grow in faith!

TIM STAPLES 
Director of apologetics and evangelization at Catholic Answers.

MATT BIRK
Six-time Pro Bowl center for the Minnesota Vikings & Baltimore Ravens; 

now Director of Football Development for the NFL.

DEACON RALPH POYO 
Founder of New Evangelization Ministries.

mercyhurst.edu
/HurstU @MercyhurstU @MercyhurstU MercyhurstU

like. tweet. follow. snap.

The region’s only
Catholic College of Distinction

Sister Mary Irene Lunger, SSJ

Taught piano to generations of  children
 Sister Mary Irene Lunger, SSJ, 
80, died Feb. 16, only weeks af-
ter retiring from a long career of  
teaching piano. 
 A native of  Ridgway, she en-
tered the Sisters of  St. Joseph 
on Aug. 30, 1953, from St. Leo 
Magnus Parish. She professed fi -
nal vows on Aug. 15, 1959.
   She attended St. Leo Elemen-
tary School, Ridgway, and grad-
uated in 1953 from St. Leo High 
School. In 1965, she received a 
bachelor’s degree in elementary 
education from Villa Maria Col-
lege, Erie. She also studied at 
Edinboro University of  Pennsyl-
vania and Gannon University. In 
1970, she did advanced indepen-
dent work in music at the Uni-
versity of  Wisconsin.
 Sister Mary Irene recently re-
tired from teaching piano at Villa 
Maria Elementary, Erie. She also 
served as choir directress at the 
school. Earlier in her ministry, 
she taught music at the school 

and piano 
and organ 
at Villa Ma-
ria Conser-
vatory. All 
told, she 
served Villa 
Maria Ele-
mentary for 
more than 
40 years.  
At the end 
of  January, 
many for-
mer and current students, parents, 
faculty and staff  gathered to cel-
ebrate her years of  music ministry 
at the school.
 For 24 years, she served as as-
sistant directress of  liturgies for 
her congregation, the Sisters of  
St. Joseph of  Northwestern Penn-
sylvania. She taught elementary 
school music and piano at St. An-
drew School in Erie. During that 
time, she also worked with the 
children’s choir at St. Paul Parish 

and St. Joseph’s Home for Chil-
dren, both in Erie.
 Additionally, she taught at 
Sacred Heart and Blessed Sacra-
ment schools in Erie; St. Bernard, 
Bradford; and St. Leo, Ridgway, 
while teaching piano on a part-
time basis.  
 For 20 years, she served as a 
foster mother to infants through 
Catholic Charities Counseling 
and Adoption Services.   
 “I love little children,” she 
said in a FaithLife interview only 
weeks before her death.
 Besides members of  her reli-
gious community, survivors in-
clude several nieces and nephews.
 A Mass of  Christian burial was 
held at the Sisters of  St. Joseph 
Community Living Center, Erie. 
Burial was at Calvary Cemetery.
 Memorials may be made to the 
Community Support Fund of  the 
Sisters of  St. Joseph, 5031 West 
Ridge Road, Erie, PA, 16506-
1249.

Sister Mary Irene 
Lunger, SSJ

Father Justin Withrow, OSB

Benedictine monk served in Diocese of  Erie
 LATROBE—Father Justin 
Withrow, OSB, a monk of  Saint 
Vincent Archabbey, Latrobe, 
died unexpectedly Feb. 3 as he 
was preparing to leave for his 
pastoral ministry duties as chap-
lain at Westmoreland Hospital in 
Greensburg.
 Father Withrow served as pa-
rochial vicar at St. Mary’s Parish 
in St. Marys from 1991-94.
 Born in Allentown, Pa., March 
12, 1955, Father Withrow gradu-
ated from the Seminary of  Christ 
the King in Mission, British Co-
lumbia, in 1974. He received a 

bachelor ’s 
degree in 
m e d i e v a l 
history from 
Mount An-
gel College, 
St. Bene-
dict, Ore., 
in 1986, and 
a t t e n d e d 
Mount An-
gel Semi-
nary from 
1 9 7 8 - 8 1 . 
He received a master of  divinity 
degree from Saint Vincent Semi-

nary, Latrobe, in 1989.
 Father Justin made simple pro-
fession of  vows at Saint Vincent 
Archabbey on July 10, 1985, and 
solemn profession on July 11, 
1988. He was ordained a priest 
on June 2, 1990, by Bishop An-
thony G. Bosco of  the Diocese of  
Greensburg.
 He served as chaplain at Exce-
la Health Westmoreland Hospital 
in Greensburg and Latrobe, from 
1995 until the time of  his death. 
He also served as chaplain at 
Jeannette District Memorial Hos-
pital from 1995 until it closed in 
2011.
 Over the years, he served in 
various capacities at Saint Vin-
cent Archabbey and at Saint Vin-
cent College, and was assigned to 
many parishes.
 A Mass of  Christian burial was 
celebrated Feb. 5 by Archabbot 
Douglas Nowicki at Saint Vin-
cent Archabbey Basilica, followed 
by a Rite of  Committal at Saint 
Vincent Cemetery. A memorial 
service was held Feb. 13 at Saint 
Vincent Archabbey Basilica.

Father Justin 
Withrow, OSB

Father Ronald E. Gmerek

Educator dies in 45th year of  ministry
 Father Ronald E. Gmerek, 70, 
died Feb. 11 in Erie. He was an 
ordained priest of  the Diocese of  
Erie for nearly 45 years.  
 Born in Morann, Pa., he grad-
uated from Moshannon Valley 
High School and then attended 
Gannon University in Erie, 
where he earned his bachelor’s 
degree in biology before entering 
Christ the King Seminary in Buf-
falo. He was ordained by Bishop 
Alfred Watson at St. Peter Cathe-
dral, Erie, on May 20, 1971.
 Father Gmerek began his 
priestly ministry teaching at 
Kennedy Catholic High School 
in Hermitage, while assisting on 
weekends at St. Michael Parish 
in Greenville. In 1976, he moved 
to a position at Cathedral Pre-
paratory School in Erie, while 

serving as 
weekend as-
sistant at St. 
Jude, Erie. 
In 1986, 
he was ap-
p o i n t e d 
c h a p l a i n 
for Harbor-
creek Youth 
Services, a 
position he 
held until 
1993.
 From 1993-96, he studied at 
Penn State University. During 
that time, he lived at Christ the 
King Parish in Houtzdale. In 
1996, Father Gmerek taught at 
DuBois Central Catholic High 
School, while assisting at Im-
maculate Conception Parish, 

Brookville. He was appointed to 
teach at Gannon University in 
August 1996, serving on the fac-
ulty there until 1998.
 During his time at Gannon, 
he also served as weekend assis-
tant at Our Lady of  Peace Par-
ish, Erie. 
 Survivors include his sisters 
Barbara (Francis) Moore of  
State College, Pa., and Diana 
(Andrew) Kitko of  Michigan; 
his sister-in-law, Gloria; and 
many nieces and nephews.
 Visiting hours were observed 
Feb. 18 at St. Casimir Church, 
Erie, followed by a funeral Mass 
with Bishop Lawrence Persico as 
the main celebrant. Private buri-
al was at St. Barbara Cemetery, 
Houtzdale.

Father Ronald 
E. Gmerek

Sister Margaret Joseph Mokes,  SSJ

 Sister Margaret Joseph 
Mokes, SSJ, 87, died Feb. 16 
in her 67th year of  religious 
life.
 Born in Kingston, Pa., she 
entered the Sisters of  St. Jo-
seph from St. Francis Parish 
in Clearfi eld, Aug. 29, 1948. 
She professed her fi nal vows 
on Aug. 15, 1954.  
 Sister Margaret Joseph 
graduated from St. Francis 
High School, Clearfi eld, and 
continued her education at 
Villa Maria College in Erie. She graduated in 1957 
with a bachelor’s degree in elementary education.
 She furthered her education at Edinboro Univer-
sity of  Pennsylvania, where she earned certifi cation 
in library science in 1968.  In 1996, she earned her 
nurse aide certifi cation from Crawford Vocational 
School in Meadville.  
 For nearly 50 years, Sister Margaret Joseph 
taught at numerous diocesan schools, including 
Blessed Sacrament, Sacred Heart, St. Paul, and 
St. Ann, all in Erie; Holy Rosary, Johnsonburg; St. 

Taught for 50 years; received a papal cross

Sister Margaret 
Joseph Mokes, SSJ

Leo, Ridgway; St. Bernard, Bradford; St. Mary, 
Reynoldsville; and Seton School in Meadville, 
where she also served as principal.
 In 1996, she was conferred the Papal Cross 
“Pro Ecclesia et Pontifi ce” by Pope John Paul 
II for her lifetime work in education. She also 
served as night and weekend manager at Maryvale 
Apartments and as an activity aide at Saint Mary’s 
Home of  Erie. She retired in 2006 and resided at 
the Sisters of  St. Joseph Community Living Cen-
ter, Erie.              
 Sister Margaret Joseph maintained close rela-
tionships with SSJ Associates in Meadville, inspir-
ing others by her example and prayerfulness. 
 Besides members of  her religious community, 
survivors include her brother, Paul Mokes of  San-
ford, Fla.; her sister, Mary Craft of  Maitland, Fla.; 
and a niece, Cathleen Craft of  Orlando, Fla.
 A Mass of  Christian burial was held Feb. 18 at 
the Sisters of  St. Joseph Community Living Cen-
ter, Erie. Interment was at Calvary Cemetery.
 Memorials may be made to the Community 
Support Fund of  the Sisters of  St. Joseph, 5031 
West Ridge Road, Erie, PA, 16506-1249.

 Nine women pronounced a vow of  fi delity to the Sisters 
of  St. Joseph of  Northwestern Pennsylvania at a ceremony 
in January at the Community Living Center in Millcreek. 
The women represent the fi rst group of  agrégées affi liated 
with the congregation.
 The new agrégées are Cindy Brown, Arlene Chaney, 
Charlene Kellerman, Jeanne Marie Ryan, Cindy Pole-
snak, Deb Seng, Michelle Tortorelli, Tammy Van Buren 
and Betsy Wiest. 
 Sister Susan Herzing, SSJ, director of  agrégées, said it 
was uplifting to journey with the women for the past three 
years.
 “I look forward to watching their lives,” Sister Susan 
says. “They are not fi nished. They have just begun.”

First agrégées welcomed  
 The Sisters of  St. Joseph of  Northwestern Pennsyl-
vania are the third Sisters of  St. Joseph congregation in 
the U.S to have agrégées, according to Sister Mary Ann 
White, SSJ.
 Agrégées (a French word meaning “attached to”) are 
Catholic women who feel called to commit themselves 
to Christ by embracing the mission of  unity of  the Sis-
ters of  St. Joseph. The agrégées connect themselves to 
the congregation through prayer, participation, personal 
relationships and a vow of  fi delity. 
 For more information on the Sisters of  St. Joseph 
agrégées, contact Sister Susan at 814-836-4066 or 
s.sherzing@ssjerie.org.

Contributed photo

The fi rst agrégées of the Sisters of St. Joseph, in the front row, from left, are:  Tammy 
Van Buren, Arlene Chaney, Charlene Kellerman and Cindy Polesnak. In the back, from 
left: Cindy Brown, Deb Seng, Betsy Wiest, Jeanne Marie Ryan and Michelle Tortorelli.
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NEW BUSINESS LOCATION:
3425 Peach Street

Erie, PA 16508
(814) 864-4100 

Physical Therapy, LLC

Local Catholic - Family Owned

GET HELP PAYING YOUR HEATING BILLS. 
If you need help paying your heating bills, or know someone who does, the Low Income 
Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) can help. Applications are now being accepted. 
However, funds are very limited and will be distributed on a first-come, first-served basis. Don’t 
delay, apply now. A little help can make a big difference. For more information, or to see if you 
qualify, visit LIHEAPhelps.com, call 1-866-857-7095 or apply online at www.dhs.state.pa.us.

LIHEAPhelps.com  |  1-866-857-7095  |  www.dhs.state.pa.us

 ERIE—To assist in the celebration of  Pope 
Francis’ Jubilee Year of  Mercy, Mercyhurst 
Prep art teachers Lindsey Corle and David 
Schroeck, along with student members of  the 
National Arts Honor Society, created a work 
of  art on the school’s main chapel doors. Pic-
tured, from left, are: teacher Lindsey Corle,  
and students Maggie Schoenig,  Ashlyn 
Pieri, Will Baldauf, Catherine Duda and 
Chelsey Bielanin. Missing from the photo is 
Katie Schneider.

Bishop Malone of Buffalo visits seminarians

 ERIE—Bishop Richard Malone of  the Diocese of  Buffalo visited St. Mark Seminary in Erie Jan. 25 for 
a Mass, dinner and evening prayer with the seminary community. Bishop Malone met with the 13 seminar-
ians, fi ve of  whom are from Buffalo. Pictured in the foreground, from left, are: Patrick Strycharz, Waylon 
Duncan, Michael Awungnkeng, Bishop Malone, Daniel Weaver, Joseph Tokasz, Adrian Fritzke and 
Devin Crouse. In the back row, from left, are: John Hepinger, Kevin Holland, Joseph Petrone, Eric Eggert, 
Brandon Feikles and Michael Pleva.

Seton School students excel at PJAS regional competition

 MEADVILLE—All 18 students from Seton 
School who participated at the Pennsylvania  Junior 
Academy of  Science Region 10 competition at Penn 
State-Behrend last month won fi rst honor awards. 
Projects were diverse, ranging from a study on the 
effect of  roof  material and color on the internal 
temperature below, to whether different types of  
3D printer fi laments are less susceptible to warping 
while printing.
 In addition to the fi rst-place honors, these six 
students also received special awards by the judges 
who deemed their work to be exceptional examples 
of  student research: Jillian Ball, Ava Waid, Katie 

Lynn, Grace DiGiacomo, Liam Reese and Car-
leigh Murphy. Those who earned fi rst honors will 
advance to the state competition May 15-17 at 
Penn State’s University Park campus.
 Student winners pictured in the front row, from 
left, are: Marcus Rust, Katie Lynn, Adrienne So-
pher, Grace DiGiacomo, Carlie Longo, Alayna 
Zieziula, Jillian Ball and Careigh Murphy. 
 In the back row, from left, are: Liam Reese, Ga-
briella Sommers, Noah Guanzon, Charlie Waid, 
Sarah Dean, Riley Hayek, Ava Waid, Sydney 
Pearson, Tiffany Onyeiwu, Amanda Hunter, and
teacher Cathy Gorman. 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
celebrated at Our Lady’s Christian School

 ERIE—Pastor Bob Lewis of  Lakewood United Methodist in Erie joined in a prayer service 
last month with Father John Detisch, pastor of  St. Jude Parish, Erie, and the students of  Our 
Lady’s Christian School. The service marked the celebration of  the Week of  Prayer for Chris-
tian Unity. Pastor Lewis told students that religious beliefs may be different, but happiness, 
humility and forgiveness are a part of  all religions.

SSJs share gifts from annual dinner

 ERIE—The Sisters of  St. Joseph of  Northwestern Pennsyl-
vania, in cooperation with Gannon University, raised nearly 
$50,000 at their annual Thanksgiving dinner in November. 
Funds in excess of  the cost of  the dinner were shared recently 
with more than 30 social service agencies, including shelters 
and food banks. Pictured, from left, are: Lora Caldwell of  
the Sisters of  St. Joseph Neighborhood Network; Sister Mary 
Herrmann, SSJ, president of  the Sisters of  St. Joseph; and Sis-
ter Phyllis Hilbert, SSJ, also of  the Neighborhood Network. 

School president shares his 
journey to the priesthood

 DuBOIS—Msgr. Charles Kaza, president of  Du-
Bois Central Catholic, shares photos about his life 
and his calling to the priesthood with elementary 
students during Catholic Schools Week. Reading the 
book, What a Priest Does, was the highlight of  his visit. 

 Second-grader baptized in Greenville
 GREENVILLE—The baptism 
of  Jacob Rust, a second-grader at 
St. Michael School, Greenville, 
took place after a school Mass at 
St. Michael Church Jan. 29.
 Father David Foradori per-
formed the ceremony. Jacob is the 
son of  Stephanie and Robert Rust 
of  Greenville, who say their son 
kept saying he’d always remem-
ber his baptism. The entire school 
community was on-hand to wit-
ness the sacrament.
 Congratulations, Jacob!

Year of Mercy artwork 
created at Mercyhurst

10-DAY PILGRIMAGE: HOLY LAND
Celebrate the Jubilee Year of Mercy — NOVEMBER 10–19, 2016

Hosted by Rev. Monty Sayers
TEL AVIV * HAIFA * TIBERIAS * NAZARETH * JERUSALEM * BETHLEHEM  

TOTAL TOUR PRICE: $3579  
(Air/land is $2879 plus $700 government taxes/airline imposed surcharges.)

TOUR INCLUDES: 
Roundtrip airfare from Cleveland; First class hotels; Breakfast and dinner daily; 

All sightseeing by private motor coach including services of the finest local guides; 
All transfers to/from airports by private coach; All admission fees, porterage, hotel 
taxes and service charges (Tips not included - will be collected prior to departure.)

Walk where Jesus walked…Cruise the Sea of Galilee…Visit Nazareth…
Climb the Mt. of Olives and view the Old City of Jerusalem…Walk the Via Dolorosa to the 

Church of the Holy Sepulchre…Pray in Bethlehem’s Church of the Nativity.

For an itinerary, brochure and more information, contact Father Monty: 
Tel: (814) 226-8433 ext. 102        Email: montysayers@hotmail.com

(Please include your FULL name, address, phone number and email address) 


