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Got your Rice Bowl box?        SEE BELOW

Find the fi sh fry closest to you!     SEE LISTING on PAGE 3

Rice Bowl begins this Lent

FaithLife to cease publication in June

 WASHINGTON—Several mem-
bers of the Catholic Community of 
Meadville, including these young peo-
ple from St. Agatha Parish, partici-
pated in the national March for Life 
in Washington, D.C., on Jan. 19.
 Pictured, from left, are: Tyler 
Charboneau, who just entered the 
parish’s RCIA program; Mariah 
Mauser; and Abby and Hanna Mos-
bacher. The march was one of several 
local and national events attended by 
parishioners from the diocese this past 
month.

Defending
LIFE

Catholic Relief  Services graphic
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Bishops consider plans to 
‘transform’ Catholic education
 WASHINGTON (CNS)—Catholic 
bishops, including Erie Bishop Lawrence 
Persico, are looking to “transform” Catholic 
schools in response to decades of  declin-
ing enrollment that has forced hundreds of  
schools to close.
 The effort, according to the U.S. Con-
ference of  Catholic Bishops’ Committee 
on Catholic Education, encompasses a 
wide-ranging look at issues facing Catholic 

schools and a renewed effort to help parents 
better understand that the spiritual devel-
opment of  a child goes hand in hand with 
academic achievement.
 Sponsored by the University of  Notre 
Dame, the January meeting at USCCB head-
quarters  was the sixth in a series since 2009 
looking at the future of  Catholic education.
 The bishops and the educators focused on 
four trends:

• The changing relationship across Catho-
lic school leadership, including those 
between bishop and pastors, pastors and 
principals, and principals and teachers.

• The evolving landscape of  Catholic 
school governance as more advisory 
boards of  lay leaders take shape.

• Expanding access to Catholic schools 
through educational choice.

• Charter school expansion.
 Bishop Persico discussed the Diocese of  
Erie’s historic “Building in Truth and Love” 
plan for Catholic schools in the 13 counties 
of  northwest Pennsylvania. He specifi cally 
mentioned the creation of  the new Erie 
Catholic School System, which encompasses 
six schools in the Erie area.
 According to Bishop Persico, “We have to 
re-imagine the way we promote and sustain 
Catholic schools.”

FAITHLIFE staff  report
 Following a 13-year award-
winning run, FaithLife newspa-
per of  the Diocese of  Erie will 
cease publication at the end of  
June.
 The last issue of  the bi-week-
ly newspaper is June 24.
 Faith magazine, delivered 
bi-monthly to parishioners’ 
homes, will continue to be pub-
lished.
 In a Feb. 12 letter to the 
clergy of  the diocese, Anne-
Marie Welsh, director of  Com-
munications, said, “Despite its 
quality, FaithLife is no longer 
the most cost-effective way to 
reach Catholics, especially the 
younger generations. As the 
number of  Americans who 
receive at least some of  their 
news from social media grows, 
we must divert more resources 
into our digital presence.”
 The pastoral planning pro-
cess underway in the diocese 
the past few years prompted 
the Communications Offi ce to 
evaluate each platform it uses to spread 
Christ’s message of  faith, hope and love 
to the nearly 190,000 Catholics residing 
in the 13 counties of  northwest Pennsyl-
vania.
 In addition to FaithLife newspaper 
and Faith magazine, Communications 
currently maintains the diocesan web-
site and its social media presence. It is 
responding to what Welsh describes as 
the “sea change in how information is 
delivered in our world.”
 The Catholic Press Association of  
the United States and Canada, the Press 
Club of  Western Pennsylvania, and the 
Erie chapter of  the Public Relations So-
ciety of  America all have bestowed hon-
ors on FaithLife.

BY MARY SOLBERG | FAITHLIFE

 In the landlocked West African 
nation of  Burkina Faso, nearly 
half  of  the population of  17 mil-
lion subsists 
on less than $1 
a day. About 
80 percent are 
farmers who 
struggle to till 
a mostly desert 
soil with only 
about three 
months of  rain 
a year.
 “I grew up 
like that,” 
Jacques Ka-
bore told Faith-
Life in a telephone interview dur-
ing his recent visit to the northeast 
United States. 
 Kabore, 48, is a married fa-
ther of  four children who serves 
as the partnership and capacity 
building coordinator for CRS in 
Burkina Faso and neighboring 
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Bishop Lawrence Persico talks at USCCB meeting.
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Jacques Kabore

Bishop Lawrence Persico leads the ribbon-cutting 
at Nash Library.

Nash Library dedicated
 More than 200 people gathered Jan. 19 
for the dedication of  Gannon University’s 
newly renovated Nash Library in Erie.
 “I hope that students fi nd it a place they 
want to go to study,” said Linda Wagner, 
vice president for fi nance and administra-
tion.
 Bishop Lawrence Persico formally blessed 
the building and was joined by other city, 
church and school dignitaries celebrating the 
occasion.
 The 87,400-square-foot building was fi rst 
opened in 1973 and named in honor of  

Msgr. Wilfrid Nash, former president of  
Gannon. It was closed for renovations begin-
ning in the summer of  2016.
 The facility has doubled its seating, incor-
porating more space for independent and 
collaborative studies. New technology in-
cludes a 28-seat computer lab, 30 additional 
PC and Mac workstations, and a self-service 
digital recording studio.
 The renovated library has brought to-
gether a newly enhanced Student Learning 
Commons and a new coffee shop, all under 
a new green roof.
 “While all of  these services are exciting, 
what makes it all the more exciting is to see 
how each student is going to make this place 
their own,” said Kendra Walker, president 
of  the Student Government Association. 

FaithLife was considered 
a news bulletin when 
it was fi rst published in 
February 2005, pictured 
at right. Today, it is a 
broadsheet newspaper.   

 In 2016, FaithLife editor Mary Solberg 
received the Catholic Press Association’s 
Editor of  the Year award.
 Solberg has been named editor of  Faith 
magazine, effective with the September 
2018 edition.
 “I look forward to all Mary will bring 
to the publication,” said Welsh, who is 
relinquishing her role as editor to con-
centrate more fully on her duties in the 
Communications Offi ce.
 The Communications Offi ce also pub-
lishes a diocesan directory and an annual 
Faithful Servants edition that honors cler-
gy and religious anniversaries.
 Faithful Servants will cease publication 
this year, too, but jubilees will continue 
to be recognized in another format.

 The decision to end 
FaithLife was made with in-
put from Presbyteral Coun-
cil and with the blessing of  
Bishop Lawrence Persico.
 Faith magazine will con-
tinue to offer its signature 
range of  feature stories, in-
spiration and news, with a 
plan at this time to expand 
from the current 32 pages to 
36 in order to provide more 
localized coverage and al-
low parishes and schools 
ample space to publicize 
events.
 This spring, the diocese 
will launch its new web-
site, which will include 
enhanced news coverage, 
along with features and 
photos. It also will include 
national and international 
Catholic news and Vatican 
news.
 Msgr. Thomas McSwee-
ney, who served as direc-
tor of  the Communications 
Offi ce from 2004-09, has 
observed what he calls the 

“evolution” of  information delivery in the 
diocese.
 The fi rst newspaper of  the diocese, The 
Lake Shore Visitor, was established in 1874 
and delivered weekly to people’s homes. 
It was replaced in 2005 by the more com-
pact FaithLife newspaper. Faith magazine 
and the introduction of  the diocesan web-
site also were created in response to the 
needs of  the times.
 “I see each one of  these things as fold-
ing into the next stage of  adaptation to the 
needs of  the faithful and how they receive 
information that can support them in their 
faith,” Msgr. McSweeney said. “Our faith 
is enhanced in the process of  this evolu-
tion rather than just simply clinging to old 
methods.”
  

Côte d’Ivoire. He spoke at several high 
schools, universities and parishes during his 
visit, discussing the importance of  giving to 
Catholic Relief  Services’ annual Rice Bowl 
campaign.
 For more than 40 years, Catholics have 
dropped change into the cardboard Rice 
Bowl boxes, providing enough money 
worldwide to assist humanitarian programs 
and services in up to 45 countries.
 The U.S. government, through longtime 
educational food programs, has assisted the 
hungry children of  Burkina Faso, Kabore 
said. But Catholic Relief  Services is using 
Rice Bowl money and other fi nancial as-
sistance to develop “new strategies” toward 
self-reliance.
 Despite the semi-arid conditions in Burki-
na Faso, Kabore said, about 350,000 wom-
en are learning new agricultural techniques 
to grow certain vegetables. The women 
sometimes earn enough money to sell their 
produce and pay for their children’s school-
ing. CRS also assists with microfi nancing 
businesses.
 “CRS is convincing others that new strat-
egies are possible,” Kabore said.
 Despite small advances, countries like 

Burkina Faso struggle to keep people from 
leaving their homeland, Kabore explained. 
He asks people in the U.S. to give as much 
as they can because “Jesus is everywhere in 
this world.”
 “Nobody in the world in the past, in the 
present or in a future time could convince 
me that help is not necessary in the world,” 
Kabore said. “No political system, no one, 
could convince anybody that we are not 
supposed to help each other.”
 To obtain a Rice Bowl box or to partici-
pate in inspirational Lenten activities, go to 
www.crsricebowl.org/families.  
 To download the CRS App, go to www.
crsricebowl.org/about/app.
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Snippets of Catholic headlines 
and stories from around the world
from Catholic News Service
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 The season of Lent begins this year on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 
14, and concludes with the start of the Paschal Triduum, which 
begins with the evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy 
Thursday, March 29.
 Traditional Lenten practices of prayer, fasting and almsgiving 
and other forms of self-denial are recommended by the church. 
Daily Mass is particularly encouraged.

 Lenten observances:

 Ash Wednesday and all Fridays during Lent and 
Good Friday are days of abstinence from meat for those 
14 years of age and older.

 Ash Wednesday and Good Friday also are days of 
fasting for those ages 18 to 58, inclusive. On these days, 
those bound by the law of fasting may take one full meal. 
Two smaller meals, suffi  cient to maintain strength accord-
ing to one’s needs, also are permitted, and liquids includ-
ing milk and fruit juices are allowed. When health or work 
is seriously aff ected, the law does not oblige.

LENTEN PRACTICES AND REGULATIONS

All your collision needs.
Special Wash, Wax/Interior - $150.00 plus tax

814- 453-6185

Since 1950

68 YEARS of Excellence!

Prices starting at $2,499 ~ with Airfare Included in this price-
from anywhere in the USA  

Several trips to different destinations: the Holy Land; 
Italy; France, Portugal, & Spain; Poland;  

Medjugorje, Lourdes, & Fatima; Ireland & Scotland; 
England; Austria, Germany, & Switzerland; Greece 

& Turkey; Budapest; Prague; Our Lady of  
Guadalupe; Colombia; Brazil; Argentina; Domestic 

Destinations; etc  
 

Call us 24/7                                          

               
anthony@proximotravel.com         

Are you being called to 

Seek God with others?

REACH OUT to the Marginalized
EXPERIENCE Communal Prayer

CELEBRATE Vibrant Liturgy
LIVE Peace and Nonviolence
REFLECT on Life’s Purpose

Mount St. Benedict Monastery
6101 East Lake Road

Erie, PA 16511

Sister Marilyn Schauble

814-899-0614. ext 2424

Are you 65 or older 
and concerned 

about your 
Medicare benefits?

CONTACT
 THE WILLIAM J. ANDERSON

INSURANCE AGENCY

Representing 
Western Catholic Union 

A Fraternal Organization

814-730-4653
ANDERSONWILLIAM56@YAHOO.COM

Not affiliated with or endorsed by the United 
States government  or federal Medicare program.

Tours to Italy
See the best of Italy
including Abruzzo, Calabria, Sicily, 
etc. Customized tours for churches, 
clubs, family groups, etc. are also 
our specialty. 

CALL 1-800-829-2201
email: italiantours@aol.com
www.italianheritagetours.com
Doing tours for 39 years!

Three young adults named 
  delegates to pre-synod meeting
 WASHINGTON 

(CNS)—A religious 

brother, a campus 
ministry director 
and a youth min-
ister who is a wife 
and new mother 
have been named to 
represent the United 
States as young adult 
delegates at a pre-
synod gathering in 
Rome in March.
 The U.S. Confer-
ence of  Catholic 
Bishops announced 
Jan. 25 that the delegates are: LaSallian Chris-
tian Brother Javier Hansen, a religion teacher at 
Cathedral High School in El Paso, Texas; Nick 
Lopez, director of  campus ministry for the Uni-
versity of  Dallas; and Katie Prejean-McGrady, 
a wife, mother, youth minister, and a popular 
speaker from the Diocese of  Lake Charles, La.
 Last October, Pope Francis invited Christian 
and non-Christian young people from around 
the world to a meeting in preparation for this 
October’s Synod of  Bishops, which will have as 
its theme: “Young people, faith and vocational 
discernment.” 

The Lord’s Prayer examined
 ROME (CNS)—After special study, the Ger-
man bishops’ conference decided to retain the 
traditional wording in the Lord’s Prayer while 
the Italian bishops’ conference has decided to 
change the words of  the prayer in their transla-
tion of  the Roman Missal.
 The decisions come after the French bishops 
decided that beginning in early December last 
year, French Catholics would change the line, 
“Lead us not into temptation,” to the equivalent 

of  “do not let us enter into temptation.”
 French-speaking Catholics in Benin and Bel-
gium began using the new translation at Pente-
cost last June. The common Spanish translation 
already is no nos dejes caer en la tentacion, or “do 
not let us fall into temptation.”
 The issue got wide attention after Pope Fran-
cis discussed the line, “And lead us not into 
temptation,” with Father Marco Pozza, a Catho-
lic prison chaplain, Dec. 6, as part of  a television 
series on the Lord’s Prayer.
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Katie Prejean-McGrady 
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In this 2016 fi le photo, priests pray the Lord’s Prayer as 
Pope Francis celebrates Mass at the Vatican.

Philippine church seeks help
  during volcano eruption
 LEGAZPI, Philippines (CNS)—The social 
action arm of  the Catholic Church in the Philip-
pines has appealed for donations for the relief  
and rehabilitation of  families affected by the on-
going eruption of  Mount Mayon in Albay prov-
ince.
 At press time, more than 70,000 people were 
evacuated to temporary shelters as the volcano 
spewed columns of  ash as high as one mile. Fa-
ther Edwin Gariguez, head of  Caritas Philip-
pines, said his offi ce has already sent initial fi -
nancial aid to displaced residents.
 “We will issue another appeal in the coming 
days ,” Father Gariguez told ucanews.com.

 Even Pope Francis is talking about 
“fake news” these days.
 At the end of  his message for 
World Communications Day 
2018—based on the subtitle, “Fake 
news and journalism for peace”—he 
included a prayer he wrote adapted 
from the “Prayer of  St. Francis.”
 The prayer was released at the Vat-
ican Jan. 24, the feast of  St. Francis 
de Sales, patron saint of  journalists:

Lord, make us instruments of  your 

peace. 

Help us to recognize the evil latent in 

a communication that does not build 

communion.

Help us to remove the venom from our 

judgments.

Help us to speak about others as our 

brothers and sisters.

You are faithful and trustworthy; 

may our words be seeds of  goodness 

for the world.

Where there is shouting, 

let us practice listening;

Where there is confusion,

let us inspire harmony;

Where there is ambiguity,

let us bring clarity;

Where there is exclusion,

let us offer solidarity;

Where there is sensationalism,

let us use sobriety;

Where there is superfi ciality,

let us raise real questions;

Where there is prejudice,

let us awaken trust;

Where there is hostility,

let us bring respect;

Where there is falsehood,

let us bring truth.

 These words from the pope can 
inspire us—just like the “Prayer of  
St. Francis”—if  we take time to 
read them again and again, but, es-
pecially, before we read the news or 
engage in discussions about world 
events.
 According to Pope Francis, the 
fi rst to employ the fake-news tactic 
was the serpent in the Garden of  
Eden, who convinced Eve that she 
would not die by eating the fruit of  
the forbidden tree.
 “Trusting in falsehood,” the pope 
said, “can have dire consequences.”

 Luther Manus Jr., at age 90, was 
likely the oldest graduate of  Gan-
non University to attend the recent 
dedication and blessing of  the newly 
renovated Nash Library in down-
town Erie.

 “I wanted to see the new ad-
vancements to the library. It’s all 
fantastic,” said Manus, who earned 
his undergraduate degree from 
Gannon in 1953 and his master’s 
in 1971.
 It was fi tting that Manus was 
present for the event because he 
knew Msgr. Wilfrid Nash, the 
former president of  Gannon for 
whom the library is named. From 
1968-71, Manus was an instructor 
for the school’s ROTC program. 
From 1980-89, he was a counselor 
for federal programs for Erie city 
schools, including several Catholic 
schools. He later established the 
Luther Manus Book Fund at Gan-
non.
 “Msgr. Nash was a magnifi cent 
person. He was outstanding,” Ma-
nus said. 

 Congratulations to Matthew 
Clark, administrator of  the Offi ce 
of  Worship, whose article on the 
diocesan pastoral planning process 
will appear in the spring edition 
of  AIM magazine. AIM covers li-
turgical topics and is published in 
English and Spanish. The title of  
Clark’s article is, “Praying through 
the Process of  Change.”

 Sympathies to the family, friends, 
co-workers and athlete students of  
Jeffrey Bomba, 36, who died Jan. 
13. A 2000 graduate of  Cathedral 
Prep, he was an assistant football 
coach at Prep.

Mary Solberg is the editor of  FaithLife.
Email: msolberg@ErieRCD.org
Call 814-824-1171
Twitter: @ERIERCDsolberg

   

Luther Manus Jr.
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Sister Agnes Jean Lavin, OSB

Sister Agnes 
Jean Lavin, OSB 

 Sister Agnes Jean 
Lavin, OSB, 93, died 
Jan. 17 at Mount Saint 
Benedict Monastery 
in Erie. She was in her 
73rd year of  religious 
life
 A native of  Sha-
ron, Sister Agnes 
Jean, known to many 
as Sister Jean, was 
the daughter of  the 
late John and Agnes 
(Dean) Lavin. She en-
tered the Benedictine Sisters of  Erie in 
1944, pronounced her fi rst vows in 1945, 
and her perpetual monastic vows in 
1948. 
 Sister Jean was an accomplished mu-
sician and held both a bachelor’s and a 
master’s in piano performance from the 
Eastman School of  Music, Rochester, 
N.Y. She also earned a master’s in psy-
chology from the Center for Leadership 
Studies, Escondido, Calif., and a doctor-
ate in education in system development 
and adaptation, Boston University.
 For 20 years, she was a music instruc-
tor at various schools in the Diocese of  
Erie, including: St. Stephen in Oil City, 
St. Michael in Fryburg, Sacred Heart in 
Sharon, and St. Benedict Academy in 
Erie. She then became an assistant profes-
sor of  music and the acting chairperson 
of  the piano department at Youngstown 
State University in Ohio.
 She is well known for producing and 

directing “Sisters ’66,” a fundraising 
musical production by the Erie Benedic-
tines that was televised on the popular 
Ed Sullivan Show, in 1967. Following 
her musical career, she worked in sev-
eral capacities in the Business Depart-
ment at Mercyhurst University in Erie. 
She was a tenured professor (business 
and the PACE program) and director of  
the Business Department and Interper-
sonal Development Programs.
 Through the years, Sister Jean was 
engaged in internal community minis-
try and for a period of  time served on 
the monastic council and in monastic 
formation.
 In 1990, Sister Jean began ministry at 
St. Benedict Education Center as a fac-
ulty member in life skills and as the di-
rector of  Stillpoint contemplative prayer 
retreats. As a Fulbright Scholar, Sister 
Jean traveled widely.
 At the time of  her death, she was en-
gaged in the ministry of  prayer and pres-
ence.
 Besides her parents, she was preceded 
in death by her brothers: Oswald, Wil-
liam, John and James; and her sister, 
Sister Roberta Lavin, OSB. 
 Survivors include members of  her 
Benedictine community, including her 
faithful friend, Sister Miriam Mashank, 
OSB; her sister-in-law, Ruth Lavin; and 
many nieces and nephews.
 A Mass of  Christian Burial was held 
Jan. 23 at Mount Saint Benedict Mon-
astery in Erie. Interment was at Trinity 
Cemetery.
 Memorials may be made to the Bene-
dictine Sisters of  Erie, 6101 East Lake 
Road, Erie, PA 16511.

Pre-Cana rescheduled

 The Pre-Cana scheduled at 
St. Titus Church in Titusville 
has been moved from March 
11 to March 18.  The updated 
schedule can be viewed at 
www.ErieRCD.org/fl o_mps.
htm. For more information, 
contact the Family Life Offi ce 
at 814-824-1261 or at family-
life@ErieRCD.org.

Vocation dinners

 St. Andrew Dinners for 
young men striving to follow 
Jesus’ call in their lives and to 
be open to the possibility of  
the seminary and priesthood 
will be offered at the following 
dates and locations: 

• Feb. 8, St. George, Erie
• Feb. 11, St. Eulalia, Coud-

ersport
• March 8, St. Peter Cathe-

dral, Erie.
 Those interested do not 
need to belong to these par-
ishes to attend. Direct ques-
tions to Father Mike Polinek, 
director of  Vocations, at 
mpolinek@ErieRCD.org or 
call 814-824-1200. 

Mardi Gras

 St. Francis Xavier Parish 
invites everyone to its an-
nual Mardi Gras Night Feb. 
10 beginning at 6 p.m. at the 
parish hall, 8880 Main St., 
McKean. The admission cost 
of  $15 includes entry into a 
cash giveaway, as well as food 
and beverages. Those attend-
ing must be at least 21. 

Western Vicariate parishes 

 Bishop Lawrence Persico 
invites members of  the par-
ishes in the Western Vicariate 
of  the Diocese of  Erie to join 
him at St. Peter Cathedral, 
W. 10th and Sassafras streets, 
Erie, for 11 a.m. Mass on Feb. 
11 in celebration of  the 125th 
year of  worship at the cathe-
dral, the mother church of  the 
diocese. Guided tours of  the 
church, including the crypt, 
will immediately follow Mass. 
Social time will include coffee 
and donuts.

Aida
 Cathedral Prep and Villa 
Maria Academy will pres-
ent the Tony Award-winning 
Aida at the H. David Bowes 
Auditorium, 225 W. Ninth St., 
Erie, on Feb. 8-10 at 7 p.m., 
and Feb. 11 at 2 p.m.
 Tickets are $7 for adults; $5 
for students and seniors. Aida 
chronicles the love triangle 
between Aida, a Nubian prin-

cess; Amneris, an Egyptian 
princess; and Radames, an 
Egyptian general.

Musical at Notre Dame

 The musical “Moses and 
the Burning Within” will be 
presented Feb. 16-18 at Notre 
Dame Parish, 2325 Highland 
Road, Hermitage. The Feb. 16 
and Feb. 17 shows will begin 
at 7:30 p.m.; the Feb. 18 per-
formance will start at 4 p.m. 
Tickets are $10 for adults and 
$5 for children. For ticket and 
program ad information, call 
Gretchen Wagner at 724-981-
5566.

Lenten refl ections

 The Benedictine Sisters 
of  Erie are hosting Lenten 
vigils in the chapel at Mount 
Saint Benedict Monastery, 
6101 East Lake Road, Erie. 
The public is invited to attend 
each Saturday vigil beginning 
at 7 p.m. with the following 
women offering refl ections:

Dr. Mary Hembrow Sny-
der, Oblate, Feb. 17

Sister Janet Goetz, OSB, 
Feb. 24

Sister Margaret Zeller, 
OSB, March 3

Sister Susan Doubet, 
OSB, March 10

Sister Ann Hoffman, 
OSB, March 17

Sister Mary Lou Kow-
nacki, OSB, March 24.

Dance fundraiser 

 All are welcome to attend 
the Feb. 17 winter dinner 
dance to benefi t Young People 
Who Care, Inc., at the Knights 
of  Columbus, 512 Arnold 
Ave., Clearfi eld. Stuffed pork 
loin dinner begins at 6:30 p.m. 
Music by the 14th Street Jazz 
Band. The cost is $30 per per-
son. To purchase tickets, call 
the Bethany Retreat Center 
at 814-263-4855, Grice Gun 
Shop at 814-765-9273, Best 
Jewelers at 814-765-9201, Mt. 
View Market Place at 814-
345-6310, or Adler’s Market at 
814-342-1993.

Pro-life prayer breakfast 

 Pro-Life of  Mercer County 
will sponsor a pro-life prayer 
breakfast Feb. 17 from 9 to 
11:30 a.m. at Park Inn by 
Radisson, 3377 New Castle 
Road, West Middlesex. The 
deadline to purchase tickets is 
Feb. 9. John Garvey, president 
of  The Catholic University of  
America, Washington, D.C., 
will be the keynote speaker. 
For more information, contact 

Susan Wallace at susanrwal-
lace@hotmail.com or at 
724-815-5221, or Bob Lackey 
at rlackey@eglolaw.com or at 
724-342-6835.

Hard as Nails Ministry

 St. Joseph Parish, 600 
Pennsylvania Ave., Warren, 
will welcome Justin Fatica and 
his nationally known Hard 
as Nails Ministry on Feb. 19 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. for this 
year’s talk, “All Heart, All In.”  
For more information, contact 
Jennifer Wortman at jennifer.
wortman@yahoo.com or at 
814-688-3842.

Father–Son Program

 All fathers (or male role 
models) and their sons, ages 11 
to 13, are welcome to attend 
the Father-Son Program Feb. 
24 from 9 a.m. to 2:15 p.m. at 
Our Lady of  the Lake Parish 
social hall, 128 Sunset Drive, 
Edinboro. The Chastity Educa-
tion Offi ce of  the Diocese of  
Erie is sponsoring the annual 
event. For more information 
and to register, go to www.
ErieRCD.org/chastity.htm 
and click on Father-Son under 
the Events tab. To register by 
phone, call Kate Whiteford at 
814-824-1259.

Erie’s Best Coffee

 St. Martin Center, Inc. will 
host Erie’s Best Coffee fund-
raiser Feb. 25 from 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at the Bel-Aire Clarion 
Hotel & Conference Center, 
2800 W. Eighth St., Erie. Tick-
ets are $10 in advance or $15 
at the door (kids ages 12 and 
under are free). Tickets can be 
purchased at the Erie Federal 
Credit Union, 3503 Peach 
St., Erie, or online at www.
stmartincenter.org  under the 
“What’s New” headline.
 Many coffee shops will pro-
vide samples and treats. Those 
who attend may vote for their 
choice of  Erie’s best coffee.

Dan Schutte performance

 Save the date for a Lenten 
mission, featuring renowned 
musician and composer Dan 
Schutte, March 11-13 at 7 
p.m. each day at Our Lady of  
Mercy Church, 837 Bartlett 
Road, Harborcreek. All are 
invited. Schutte will explore 
the theme, “Lord, Make Me 
Whole,” through Scripture, 
refl ection, story and song. The 
mission is co-sponsored by 
the parishes of  Our Lady of  
Mercy, St. Gregory, St. Mark/
Mount Calvary, and St. James. 

Contributed photo 

The Serra Club of Erie hosted a Jan. 10 banquet for seminarians studying at St. 
Mark Seminary. Pictured, from left, are guest Joann Donohue, Serra member Den-
nis Deiner, and seminarians Daniel Weaver, Waylon Duncan and Eric Eggert. Ten 
seminarians attended the event, along with Father Michael Kesicki, rector; Father 
Nicholas Rouch, vice rector; and Father Michael Polinek, vocation director. 

Serra Club, seminarians gather in Erie

OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL
Scheffner Hall, 1553 E. Grandview Blvd., Erie
FEB. 23 and MARCH 9, 23; 4:00 -7:00 pm
FRIED FISH and/or CHEESE PIEROGI
Adult: $10, Child: $5. Includes sides and ice 
cream. *Take-outs 50 cents more. (814) 825-7313 
 

OUR LADY OF THE LAKE
Social Hall, 128 Sunset Drive, Edinboro
FEB. 16, 23 and MARCH 2, 9, 23; 5:00-7:00 pm  
Knights of Columbus FISH FRY
Adult: $10, Child: $5
Includes sides, drink and dessert.
*Tickets and take-outs at the door.  
 

SS. PETER AND PAUL BYZANTINE
Social Hall, 3415 Wallace St., Erie
FEB. 16 and MARCH 2, 16; 4:30-7:00 pm
BAKED COD and/or PIEROGI
Adult: $10, Child (6-12): $5, Child under 6: FREE! 
Nut roll bake sale! *Take-outs (814) 825-8140

ST. ANTHONY 
Church Hall, Sherman Ave., Sharon
FEB. 16, 23 and MARCH 2, 9, 16, 23, 30

4:00-7:00 pm (Good Friday 2:00-6:30 pm)
FRIED or BAKED FISH Includes sides, drink and 
palacinkas or cookies. *Take-outs (724) 342-7391

ST. ANTHONY 
St. Paul Center, Route 6 (Saybrook), Sheffield
St. Anthony Knights of Columbus
FEB. 16, 23 and MARCH 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
5:00-7:00 pm
HADDOCK 
Adult: $9. Includes sides, drink and homemade 
dessert. 50/50! (814) 968-5915

ALL SAINTS
11264 Route 97 N., Waterford
FEB. 16, 23 and MARCH 2, 9, 23; 4:30-7:00 pm
BAKED or FRIED WHITE FISH
Adult: $9, Child (12 and under): $4
Toddlers FREE! Includes sides, drink and home-
made dessert. *Take-outs available (814) 796-3023

ASSUMPTION GREEK ORTHODOX
4376 W. Lake Road, Erie
FEB. 23 and MARCH 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
5:00-7:00 pm
BAKED or FRIED COD 
Adult: $12 (without fish: $8) 
Child (under 12): $5 
(814) 838-8808 
 

BLESSED SACRAMENT
Cafeteria,1626 W. 26th St., Erie
FEB. 16 and MARCH 2, 16; 4:30-7:00 pm
BAKED SCROD or CHEESE RAVIOLI 
Adult: $9, Child under 12: $5 
MAC AND CHEESE 
Adult: $5, Child: $3
Includes sides, drink and sherbet. Bake sale! 
*Take-outs available (814) 454-0171 

HOLY CROSS
Reilly Center, 7100 W. Ridge Road, Fairview
FEB. 16, 23 and MARCH 2, 9, 23; 4:30-7:00 pm
FISH, SHRIMP or COMBO 
Adult: $10, Child: $5
FISH SANDWICH $8
MAC AND CHEESE $5 
All dinners include sides, drink and dessert. 
*Take-outs available (814) 474-2605 
 

IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY 
Gallagher Hall, 100 Penn Ave., Mercer
FEB. 16, 23 and MARCH 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
5:00 -7:00 pm
FRIED FISH or MAC AND CHEESE
Adult: $10, Child: (12 and under) $5 
3 and under FREE! 
Includes sides, drink and cake. 
*Take-outs available 
 

ST. BRIGID
Social Hall, 383 Arch St., Meadville
FEB. 16, 23 and MARCH 2, 9, 16, 23
4:30-6:30 pm
ICELANDIC HADDOCK 
Adult: $9. Includes sides and beverage. 
KIDS MAC AND CHEESE or 
GRILLED CHEESE: $4.50. (814) 336-4459

ST. JOSEPH
17735 Bennetts Valley Highway, Force
Ash Wednesday and every Friday during Lent 
Noon-6:30 pm (Good Friday: 2-6:30 pm)
BAKED or FRIED HADDOCK
Adult: $11, Child: (10 and under) $6
Includes sides, drink and dessert. 
*Take-outs available (no soup or drink included).
We deliver in Bennetts Valley! 
(814) 787-4151, ext. 6

ST. JOSEPH
Route 66, Lucinda
FEB. 16, 23 and MARCH 2, 9, 16, 23

4:00-7:00 pm
SHRIMP, FISH or CRAB LEGS             
Adult: $9, Child: $5, Preschoolers: FREE!
Crab leg dinners: $17 Includes sides and dessert. 
LUNCH SPECIAL (*Take-out only) 
11:00 am-1:00 pm 

FISH SANDWICH: $7 or HOAGIE: $9  

Includes coleslaw and French fries. (814) 226-8310

ST. LUKE
School Cafeteria, 421 E. 38th St., Erie
Knights of Columbus 
Msgr. Robert Goodill Council #11229   

FEB. 16, 23 and MARCH 2, 9
5:00-7:00 pm
ICELANDIC COD, PIEROGI, SHRIMP or  
MAC AND CHEESE 
Adult: $10, Child (6-12): $5.50
5 and under: FREE! 
Includes French fries and green beans. 
SHRIMP BASKET: $7 
CAPTAINS PLATTER: $12 
*Take-outs begin at 4:45 pm 

CATCH THEM WHILE YOU CAN! 2018 LENTEN DINNERS
ST. MICHAEL
Lateran Hall, 85 N. High St., Greenville
FEB. 16, 23 and MARCH 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
4:30-7:00 pm Stations of the Cross will be open
BAKED or FRIED FISH
Adult: $10, Child (12 and under): $7, Extra items: 
$3/plate. Includes sides, drink and dessert. 
*Take-outs available (724) 588-9800

ST. SEVERIN
Social Hall, 6786 Kylertown-Drifting Highway,
Drifting (Exit 133 on I-80, 5 mi. north on Route 53)
FEB. 16, 23 and MARCH 2, 9, 16, 23
4:00-6:30 pm
BAKED or FRIED FISH 
Adult: $10, Child under 12: $7 
Includes sides, drink and dessert.
*Take-outs available (814) 345-6665

ST. STANISLAUS
516 E. 13th St., Erie
FEB. 16 and MARCH 2, 16; 4:00 -7:00 pm
FISH or PIEROGI 
Adult: $10, Child (6-10): $5
Under 6: FREE! *Take-outs $10.25
 (814) 452-6606

ST. TERESA
Parish Center, 9 Third Ave., Union City
FEB. 16, 23 and MARCH 2, 9, 16, 23 

4:30-7:00 pm

BAKED or FRIED HADDOCK

Adult: $10, Child: $5. Includes sides, drink and 
homemade dessert. *Take-outs (814) 438-2783
More info: (814) 438-2000

VENANGO CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
1505 W. First St., Oil City
FEB. 16, 23 and MARCH 2, 9, 16, 23 

5:00-7:00 pm

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT FISH FRY

Adult: $10.50, Senior: $10, Child under 12: $8 

Child under 5: $4. Includes sides, drink and 
dessert. PIZZA: $3/slice.*Take-outs (814) 676-9429

IF A PARISH OR SCHOOL IS NOT LISTED, PLEASE CONTACT THEM DIRECTLY FOR THEIR LENTEN DINNER INFORMATION. 
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Erie Otters players meet with St. Luke students

 ERIE—Several students at Mercy-
hurst Preparatory School in Erie at-
tended the annual Girls Weekend in De-
cember at the Hope House retreat center 
in Union City. Presentations focused on 
the love Jesus has for each person and 
how that love overcomes forces that 
work against fi nding self-acceptance and 
true joy.
 Pictured in the front row, from left, 
are: Alex Wagner, Madison Schaefer, 
Josie Barcley, Reagan Kennedy, Olivia 
Eagley, Rachael Surkala and Elizabeth 
Whiteford. In the back row, are, from 
left: Kate Whiteford (presenter), Father 
Steve Schreiber, Amy Zellefrow, Bec-
ca Swanson, Rachel Praetzel, Sarah 
Bahm, Ruth Kunik, Lauren Habursky, 
Brooke Talbot, Sarah Gdaniec (science 
teacher), Andrea Fracassi, and Hannah 
Tatar (campus minister director).

 ERIE—Every year, students at St. Luke School in Erie collect stuffed animals for the annual Erie Otters “Teddy Bear 
Toss,” a project in which toy animals are distributed to needy children for Christmas. The school community donated 628 
stuffed animals this year. The second-graders pictured above earned a pizza party with Erie Otters players Anand Oberoi 
(#40) and Jordan Sambrook (#6).

 CURWENSVILLE—The St. John XXIII Knights Council #16090 
of  Curwensville and Grampian held its “Keep Christ In Christmas” 
poster contest at the end of  last year. The contest was open to faith 
formation classes at both St. Timothy Parish in Curwensville and St. 
Bonaventure Parish in Grampian.  Standing with winners Adrianna 
McCracken, Kyleigh Dunn and Emily Wink are, from left, Knight 
Rick Carfl ey; Father Steven Collins, pastor of  both parishes; and 
Knight Bernie Carfl ey. 

Mercyhurst girls attend annual weekend retreat at Hope House in Union City

2232 Men
201 Conference

9:00AM-3:30PM
Don’t miss this opportunity to grow in faith!

Three nationally known speakers:

www.2232Men.com
REGISTER ONLINE TODAY!

But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, 
“Where are you?” -- Gen 3:9

SPEAKERS, ADORATION, CONFESSION AND MASS 

 

1:38 WOMEN’S 
CONFERENCE
Intimacy with God and Love for One Another

The 4th Annual

REGISTRATION (includes lunch!)

Adult $40 
Senior Citizen $35

Groups of 8 or more $35

College Student $25 
High School Student $10 

Religious Sisters FREE! 

APRIL 21
9:00 AM to 3:30 PM

Doors open 8:00 AM

OUR LADY OF PEACE PARISH Erie, PA

SISTER JANE 
DOMINIC LAUREL

Book editor

Asst. professor of Theology

PATTY SCHNEIER
Notable speaker  

Former radio host

KATIE HARTFIEL
Author 

Notable speaker

FR. LARRY RICHARDS Emcee

WWW.138WOMEN.COM      814/455-7364

Peninsula Village Plaza
2308 West 8th Street 

Erie, PA 16505
(Located next to H&R Block®)

814-453-4981

Appointments preferred. 
Walk-ins welcome.
Monday-Friday: 9-7

Saturday: 9-3
Sundays by appointment only.

AFS Tax Services
Over 38 years preparing tax returns in Erie

Compare OUR prices to H&R Block ® and Jackson Hewitt ®

H&R Block and Jackson Hewitt are registered® trademarks of their respective 
holders. Use of them does not imply an affiliation with or endorsement by them.

Monday- Friday 8 to 4 • Saturday 9 to Noon
Evenings & Weekends by Appointment

32980 Route 66 • Leeper, PA 16233

(814) 744-8340

borlandmemorials.com / borlandmemorialsinc@gmail.com

Try our new ONLINE 
MEMORIAL DESIGNER 

from the comfort 
of home!

BORLAND MEMORIALS INC.

Kury Hall ▪ 512 Kelso Drive 

CRIME VICTIM CENTER 
BBINGO  

Tuesday Evenings at 6:30 PM 
EEB 6:00 PM ▪ EB 6:15 PM 

call Bev at 
For more informa on  

392-9588 

Photos and news

Diocese of  Erie

 DuBOIS—Gretchen Caruso, left, headmaster of  DuBois Central Catholic, 
welcomes Carol Bernat, of  Punxsutawney, as the new principal of  DuBois 
Central Catholic Elementary School. A member of  Ss. Cosmas & Damian 
Parish, Bernat joins Dawn Bressler, middle and high principal, on the ad-
ministrative team, supervised by Msgr. Charles Kaza, right, president of  the 
school system. Bernat previously taught at both the SSCD Elementary School 
and the Punxsutawney Area Middle School. “Being at DCC fulfi lls my desire 
to be part of  an educational setting that is faith-centered as a community of  
believers,” Bernat says.      

New principal named to DCC Elementary 

Knights announce contest winners

 St. Mar n Center, Inc. Presents... 
Sunday, February 25th 

11AM-2PM 
Bel-Aire Hotel 

2800 W 8th St., Erie 16505 

All proceeds  
benefit 

COFFEE SAMPLING, DESSERTS, RAFFLE BASKETS, CHILDREN’S 
ACTIVITIES.  VOTE FOR ERIE’S BEST COFFEE! 

$10 advanced ckets, $15 at the door 
ages 12 and under free 

Erie Federal Credit Union (3503 Peach St.)  
or www.stmar ncenter.org 


