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Diocese of Erie goes 
to U.S. Supreme Court 
for oral arguments on 
healthcare.

Happy Easter to my diocesan family in northwestern 
Pennsylvania!
 The celebration of  Christ’s rising comes this year in 
the middle of  the Jubilee Year of  Mercy in the Catholic 
Church. What better time to contemplate the face of  God’s 
mercy than during Lent and today, at Easter?
 Let’s fi rst consider what we’ve 
learned during Lent. 
 Standing at the foot of  the cross, 
we watched Jesus suffer pain and 
humiliation. Why didn’t he say or 
do something to rescue himself  
from this fate?
 We walked with him on the path 
to Golgotha, carrying the heavy 
wooden cross on his back. Why 
didn’t he ask someone to save him?
 We listened to Jesus along the 
Sea of  Galilee. He challenged us to 
live differently, but didn’t he know 
that others might resist him?
 These are the faces of  Jesus: the 
inspired teacher, the steadfast savior, the suffering man.
 We sometimes see his face in us, don’t we? We suf-
fer. We are determined. We can be inspired. Because he 
walked before us and shared in our humanity, he merci-
fully consoles us and shows us the way to peace.
 We are left with many “why’s” in Jesus’ journey on 
earth. Why did the Son of  God not magically lift himself  
out of  uncomfortable situations? The answer becomes 
clear when, after he rises from the tomb, we see him as he 
truly is: God, who came to us in human form and showed 
us the way to a new life.
 While on earth, Jesus asked his disciples: “And who do 
you say that I am?”
 To some, he was the Lord. To others, he was a prophet. 
Still others considered him an instigator or criminal. When 
the chief  priests and Pharisees asked some of  the guards 
why they did not arrest him right away, they answered: 
“Never before has anyone spoken like this man.”  
 Today, at Easter, Jesus speaks to us individually. He 
says: “I lived with you. I know what you are experiencing. 
Follow me.” 
 For us to continue the conversation with Jesus we must 
develop a relationship with him through prayer, the Eucha-
rist and the sacraments. We must also learn from Jesus as 
he speaks to us through the Gospels.
 Our lives refl ect both the selfl ess, merciful love of  Jesus 
and the all-too-human, broken lives of  his disciples. In the 
midst of  both worlds, Jesus sends us forth—especially at 
Easter—to continue his presence in the world.

       Bishop of  Erie

Contemplate God’s 
mercy this Easter

Bishop’s Easter message

Bishop Lawrence 
Persico

JESUS IS WITH US

By CNS and MARY SOLBERG | FAITHLIFE

 WASHINGTON (CNS)—Visuals often are 
much easier to grasp than a complicated thicket 
of  issues. That may be why the Little Sisters of  
the Poor have become the public face of  Zubik 
v. Burwell, which went before the U.S. Supreme 
Court March 23.
 Zubik is not just about the religious order’s 
legal challenge of  the Obama administration’s 
contraceptive mandate for employers. It is a 
consolidated case also involving the Pennsylva-
nia dioceses of  Erie and Pittsburgh, the Arch-
diocese of  Washington, Priests for Life, East 
Texas Baptist University, Southern Nazarene 
University and Geneva College.
 Both sides on the mandate issue have been 
working to attract public support. The Little Sis-
ters, like Priests for Life, have launched a web-
site explaining their viewpoint.
 In January, two Little Sisters sat in the House 
Chamber for the State of  the Union address, in-
vited by House Speaker Paul Ryan, R-Wiscon-
sin. Pope Francis met with some of  the sisters in 
Washington last September during his apostolic 
visit.
 At press time, Bishop Lawrence Persico and 
representatives of  the Diocese of  Erie were 
headed to Washington for oral arguments in 
Zubik v. Burwell. A decision is expected before 
the court term ends in June.
 Before leaving for Washington, Bishop Per-
sico asked the people of  the diocese to pray and 
fast during the Supreme Court hearing.
 “We are simply arguing that religious orga-
nizations should not be required to provide or 
facilitate insurance coverage for services that 
violate our religious beliefs. If  we do not secure 
this right, what is to stop the government from 
using the same arguments to mandate that the 
Catholic Church provide coverage for abor-
tions?” the bishop wrote in a letter read at all 
Catholic churches of  the 13-county diocese.

Supreme Court hears landmark 
case on religious liberty

U.S. bishops support 
genocide petition

Dioceses 
of  Erie, 
Pittsburgh 
at center of  
national 
debate

 With the recent death of  Justice Antonin 
Scalia, it is widely predicted the Supreme Court 
case will result in a 4-4 tie. If  that happens, ei-
ther the lower court rulings would be affi rmed, 
or the court will set the case aside for re-argu-
ment when Scalia’s seat is fi lled.
 Under the federal Affordable Care Act, most 
employers, including religious ones, are re-
quired to cover employees’ artifi cial birth con-
trol, sterilization and abortifacients, even if  em-
ployers are morally opposed to such coverage.
 Churches and institutions that primarily em-
ploy and serve their own members are exempt.
 To respond to religious objections, the De-
partment of  Health and Human Services cre-
ated an “accommodation.” Any organization 

with religious objections to providing the cov-
erage must state that in writing in order for 
HHS or the Department of  Labor to direct a 
third party to provide contraceptive coverage 
to the organization’s employees.
 Plaintiffs object to that third-party notifi ca-
tion because they say they still would be com-
plicit in providing coverage they oppose.
 According to Bishop Persico: “Surely our 
government can fi nd a way to allow employers 
to follow their consciences and live in freedom. 
Religious liberty protects the right of  each of  
us to pursue the truth, to embrace it and to 
shape our lives around it—all without govern-
ment interference.”  
 

Photo courtesy of  Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Pittsburgh Bishop David Zubik, left, and Erie Bishop 
Lawrence Persico talk to the press outside the federal 
court in Pittsburgh on Nov. 12, 2013.

See photos, coverage 
of this past week's 
Supreme Court case 
on the Diocese of Erie 
Facebook page.

> SEE COVERAGE BELOW
 and in the next issue of FaithLife.

 Erie Bishop Lawrence Persico joined Catholic bishops 
throughout the country this month in supporting a peti-
tion to stop genocide in the Middle East and to convince 
the U.S. Department of  State to include Christians in any 
formal declaration of  genocide.
 Archbishop Joseph Kurtz, president of  the US. Confer-
ence of  Catholic Bishops (USCCB), issued an urgent call 
March 15 for Catholics to sign a petition ending Ameri-
ca’s silence 
about the 
ongoing geno-
cide against 
Christians 
and other mi-
nority groups 
in Iraq and Syria. The State Department last week agreed 
with those who signed the petition that ISIS’s actions 
against Christians constitute genocide. 
 “The Diocese of  Erie supported the petition whole-
heartedly. We encourage the faithful of  the diocese to 
continue aiding Christians in the Middle East with prayers 
and other appropriate help,” Bishop Persico said.

To learn more, go to: 
www.ChristiansAtRisk.org

or 
www.InDefenseOfChristians.org

  Senior Jacob Mays portrayed Jesus in Andrew Lloyd Web-
ber’s “Jesus Christ Superstar” at the H. David Bowes Audito-
rium at Cathedral Preparatory School this month. Surrounding 
Mays  are some of the 80 students from Prep and Villa Maria 

Photo by Mary Solberg

Academy who were featured in the production.
 According to 1 Corinthians 15:6, after Jesus rose from the 
tomb on Easter Sunday, he appeared to more than 500 people. 
Indeed, Jesus is with us.
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Since 1950

66 YEARS of Excellence!

10-DAY PILGRIMAGE: HOLY LAND
Celebrate the Jubilee Year of Mercy — NOVEMBER 10–19, 2016

Hosted by Rev. Monty Sayers
TEL AVIV * HAIFA * TIBERIAS * NAZARETH * JERUSALEM * BETHLEHEM  

TOTAL TOUR PRICE: $3579  
(Air/land is $2879 plus $700 government taxes/airline imposed surcharges.)

TOUR INCLUDES: 
Roundtrip airfare from Cleveland; First class hotels; Breakfast and dinner daily; 

All sightseeing by private motor coach including services of the finest local guides; 
All transfers to/from airports by private coach; All admission fees, porterage, hotel 
taxes and service charges (Tips not included - will be collected prior to departure.)

Walk where Jesus walked…Cruise the Sea of Galilee…Visit Nazareth…
Climb the Mt. of Olives and view the Old City of Jerusalem…Walk the Via Dolorosa to the 

Church of the Holy Sepulchre…Pray in Bethlehem’s Church of the Nativity.

For an itinerary, brochure and more information, contact Father Monty: 
Tel: (814) 226-8433 ext. 102        Email: montysayers@hotmail.com

(Please include your FULL name, address, phone number and email address) 

Baptized Catholics 
grow to 1.27 billion
 VATICAN CITY (CNS)—The number of baptized Catholics 
worldwide has grown at a faster rate than that of the world’s 
population, according to a report released March 5 by the 
Vatican’s Central Offi ce for Church Statistics.
 The percentage of baptized Catholics as part of the general 
population remains highest in North and South America, where 
they represent about 50 percent of the world’s Catholics.

1.27 billion baptized Catholics worldwide, 
or 17.8%

 
of global population

In the past decade, the number of Catholics 
in Africa increased by 41%

Catholics in Asia increased by 20%

Catholics in Europe increased by 2%

BY MARY SOLBERG | FAITHLIFE

 Representatives of  a group 
called “Save VCHS” met for two 
hours March 17 with Bishop 
Lawrence Persico to discuss ef-
forts to keep Oil City’s Venango 
Catholic High School open.
 Last month, the bishop an-
nounced that the high school 
would close at the end of  this 
academic year due to years of  
declining enrollment and diffi -
cult fi nances.
 After the meeting at St. Mark 
Catholic Center in Erie, Bishop 
Persico gave the group 30 days 
to come up with a viable plan 
that would ensure the school is 
able to maintain a healthy enroll-
ment and move forward without 
a defi cit.
 “I want to give the commu-

Venango Catholic granted 30 days 
to develop plan for viability

nity time to respond to this chal-
lenge, but I am concerned that 
it may give them false hope. If  
they cannot produce a plan that 
shows the viability of  Venango 
Catholic, then my decision to 
close Venango Catholic remains 
in effect,” the bishop said.
  The “Save VCHS” group has 
until April 18 to provide the dio-
cese details of  its plan. Bishop 
Persico outlined two require-
ments: 102 students enrolled 
and an additional $300,000 for 
the operating budget that would 
include the hiring of  three staff.  
 New hires would oversee 
technology, development and 
marketing.
 Those representing the Ve-
nango Catholic community at 
the meeting included longtime 
teachers Tom McNellie and 

Cindy Eckert; Venango alumna 
Christine Zagar; and supporter 
Amanda Slider, who has done 
marketing work for the group 
since the school closure an-
nouncement in February.
 They were accompanied by 
canon law attorney Philip Gray 
of  the St. Joseph Foundation 
in Ohio, and attorney Gregory 
Merkel of  McFate and Merkel 
in Seneca.

Venango Catholic High School

 In a statement to the Oil City 
Derrick, Slider said, “We were 
greatly encouraged by the bish-
op’s collaborative approach and 
we are looking forward to work-
ing with the diocese to prepare 
this long-range plan for the fu-
ture of  VC.”
 According to Slider, about 
$120,000 already has been 
pledged by the “Save VCHS” 
group for next year. Graphic by CNS/Rich Papalia

Pope debuts Instagram account

CNS photo 

Pope Francis meets Kevin Systrom, CEO and co-founder 
of Instagram. 

 VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Firming up his presence on 
social media, Pope Francis made his debut on the photo-
sharing app Instagram March 19.
 Msgr. Dario Vigano, prefect of  the Secretariat for Com-
munications, said the pope’s new account “Franciscus,” of-
fers another side of  his pontifi cate through photos.
 Two days after his Instagram account started, the pope 
had 1.5 million followers. His Twitter account has more than 
25 million followers in nine languages.
 Whether at general audiences or during foreign trips, 
thousands of  people try to take a coveted “papal selfi e” 
with the pope. While it is unlikely the pope will pose for his 
own selfi es, the account will offer viewers a glimpse into the 
pope’s life and messages.
 The opening of  the pope's Instagram account came just 
over two weeks after he met with Kevin Systrom, CEO and 
co-founder of  Instagram.
 “Today I had the honor of  meeting Pope Francis,” Sys-
trom wrote to his followers on the photo-sharing app. “We 
spoke about the power of  images to unite people across dif-
ferent cultures and languages.”

CNS photo

 VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Five years 
after the war in Syria began, there is a 
“feeling of helplessness in front of an 
endless human tragedy,” said Msgr. 
Richard Gyhra, charge d’affaires at 
the Vatican’s observer mission to 
U.N. agencies in Geneva.
 At right, a sea of tents houses in-
ternally displaced people in Idlib, Syr-
ia, March 15. 

‘Endless human tragedy’

 Malinda Bostick of  Erie can’t imagine 
young kids not having a brightly colored 
Easter basket with lots of  goodies.
 Three years ago, she got the idea of  
erecting an Easter egg tree for the parishes 
of  Holy Rosary and St. John the Baptist.
 People are asked to take a name from a 
hanging paper egg and return a wrapped 
Easter basket for distribution to needy 
children in the area during Holy Week. 
 This year, parishioners donated about 
150 baskets and the Knights of  Columbus 
paid for another 30. Baskets were given to 
young children at St. Martin Center, Holy 

Family School and the Mercy Center for 
Women.
 “We thought child ren in need should 
be remembered not just at Christmas, but 
at our great feast of  Easter,” Bostick says.
 The basket-giving tradition has become 
quite popular at Holy Rosary and St. 
John. Bostick thinks other parishes would 
enjoy making it a part of  their Lenten 

tradition, too, especially since those who 
take a name are asked to pray for the 
child in addition to giving candy.

 

 Margeret Benedict devoted her life 
and musical talents to Holy Rosary Par-
ish in Johnsonburg. On March 6, she 
died at the age of  94, but her legacy at the 
church will continue forever.
 Margeret served as the church organ-
ist for the past 83 years, since she was 11 
years old in 1932. Besides organist du-
ties, she was a member of  the Catholic 
Daughters of  the Americas, and was a 
choir member and a choir director at the 
church.
 Sympathies to her surviving children: 
Susan Hansen of  Johnsonburg, and Bar-
bara Sorg of  Kersey.

 

 Congratulations to Alfred Lander of  
Lucinda for being named the recipient of  
the 2016 Citizen of  the Year Award by 
the Clarion Area Chamber of  Business 
and Industry. An attorney and co-found-
er of  the Law Offi ce of  Greco & Lander, 
P.C., Lander is a member of  the Finance 
Council of  the Diocese of  Erie and has 
served in many capacities at St. Joseph 
Parish, Lucinda. 
  Born and raised in Lucinda, Lander 
has been involved in numerous commu-
nity activities, including development of  
the fi rst 4.3 miles of  the Rail 66 Trail. The 
award additionally recognizes Lander for 
being co-chair and co-creator of  the Chil-
dren’s Scholarship Fund of  Pennsylvania, 
and for sponsoring Clarion University of  
Pennsylvania’s Civic Engagement Schol-
arship.

 

 Under our patron, St. Patrick, the Dio-
cese of  Erie always has reason to celebrate 
St. Patrick’s Day with many festivities at 
parishes and schools throughout the area.
 In Greenville, St. Michael School 
hosted a dinner/dance for the fi rst time 
in many years, welcoming about 100 peo-
ple. All proceeds went to the school, but 
a big thank-you goes out to Margueritte 
Scullin for her behind-the-scenes help in 
organizing the event.

Mary Solberg is the editor of  FaithLife.
Email: msolberg@ErieRCD.org
Call 814-824-1171
Twitter: @ERIERCDsolberg
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About 150 baskets fi lled with treats were 
placed under the Easter egg tree during 
Lent at Holy Rosary Church in Erie. 

Papal trip considered to Armenia 
 VATICAN CITY (CNS)—The Vatican is studying the 
possibility of  Pope Francis visiting Armenia in late June, 
according to Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi, Vatican 
spokesman.
 Father Lombardi confi rmed that Pope Francis desires to 
make the trip, but denied that it already was set for June 22-
26.
 “It is true that a trip to Armenia in late June is being stud-
ied,” he said March 18, but papal trip planners have not yet 
visited the country and neither the dates nor the program 
have been fi nalized.
 The vast majority of  the residents of  Armenia—some 92 
percent—belong to the Armenian Apostolic Church, one of  
the Oriental Orthodox churches. Of  the country’s 3 million 
inhabitants, the Vatican says about 280,000 are Catholic, be-
longing either to the Latin-rite or to the Armenian Catholic 
Church, an Eastern church in full communion with Rome.
 

Iowa institute launches program   
  to fi nd cures for genetic diseases
 SIOUX CITY, Iowa (CNS)—Millions of  Americans are 
affected by more than 7,000 rare diseases.
 With that in mind, the John Paul II Medical Research 
Institute in Iowa City is launching a new rare genetic disease 
program to fi nd treatments and cures for a variety of  rare 
diseases.
 Jay Kamath, the institute’s CEO, said the organization 
has always had an interest in expanding research into the 
area of  rare disease and felt it was time to do more now.
 “As the name implies, rare diseases do not affect the same 
number of  people as a chronic condition such as diabetes, 
but it’s also kind of  a misnomer in the sense that while there 
are less than 200,000 individuals who suffer from a (particu-
lar) rare disease, there are more than 30 million Americans 
who have some form of  a rare disease,” he said.
 Most are children, Kamath stressed, and 30 percent of  
them will die before age 5. About 98 percent of  rare dis-
eases, he added, have no effective treatments.
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OBITUARY
Father William J. Maloney

Pittsburgh native served parishes in Erie Diocese 

EVENTS

Prices starting at $2,499 ~ with Airfare Included in this price-
from anywhere in the USA  

Several trips to different destinations: the Holy Land; 
Italy; France, Portugal, & Spain; Poland;  

Medjugorje, Lourdes, & Fatima; Ireland & Scotland; 
England; Austria, Germany, & Switzerland; Greece 

& Turkey; Viking Cruises; Caribbean Cruises;  
Budapest; Prague; Our Lady of Guadalupe;  

Colombia; Brazil; Argentina; Domestic Destinations; 
etc… 

Call us 24/7                                          

               
anthony@proximotravel.com         

mercyhurst.edu
/HurstU @MercyhurstU @MercyhurstU MercyhurstU

like. tweet. follow. snap.

The region’s only
Catholic College of Distinction

day or  
overnight 
SUMMER FUN! 

Fairview, PA • 814.474.5001 • CampNotreDame.com

• Camp Information
• Refreshments 
• Wagon Rides 
• Friends / Family  

F !

n

boys  
girls

ages 4-16

OPEN HOUSE! 
Sunday, June 5  •  1 - 4PM

                Celebrating Mass at noon

C E L E B R A T I N G  5 6  Y E A R S
www.lcbalife.org

CALL US TODAY!
800.234.5222

Life Insurance with a Conscience since 1890®
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Providing Catholics 
with life insurance, 

 & 
community support 
for over 125 years.

LCBA was founded, by a group of Catholic women in 

in Titusville, Pennsylvania.  These courageous women 

women and to safeguard them against crippling 
expenses ranging from personal losses to natural 
disasters to their own life’s end. And here we are, over 

Celebrate the year of Mercy!
House of Mercy Spring Tea
Sunday, April 10 
1-3:00 pm • $20.00
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel School
1531 E. Grandview Blvd • Erie
Contact Sr. Michele
814-898-0167

Won’t you join us?

www.activecareerie.com

NEW BUSINESS LOCATION:
3425 Peach Street

Erie, PA 16508
(814) 864-4100 

Physical Therapy, LLC

Local Catholic - Family Owned

St. Michael School to present ‘The Nifty Fifties’
GREENVILLE—Middle school students at St. Michael School in 

Greenville will present the musical “The Nifty Fifties” on April 1 at 7 
p.m. and April 2 at 6 p.m. in Lateran Hall. Prior to the performance, 
students will offer an à la carte, diner-themed dinner to raise money 
for an upcoming fi eld trip to Washington, D.C.
 Admission at the door for the musical is $3 for adults and $2 for 
students (preK-grade 8). Advance-sale tickets are available by calling 
the school at 724-588-7050.

St. Callistus Church to host parish mission
 KANE—“Awaken Your Heart,” a Year of  Mercy parish mission, 
will be held at St. Callistus Church in Kane April 3-5. Joel Stepanek, 
director of  resource development for Life Teen International, will 
direct the mission each evening.
 The mission will be held April 3 from 6:15 to 7:30 p.m., and April 4 
and April 5 from 7 to 8:30 p.m. All sessions will be held in the church. 
For more information, call 814-837-6694.

Centering prayer workshop offered 
 HARBORCREEK—Mercy Sister Rita Panciera will facilitate 
a centering prayer workshop April 9 from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at 
Our Lady of  Mercy Church, 837 Bartlett Road, Harborcreek. This 
workshop is suitable for the experienced as well as beginners. Lunch 
is included. There is no cost for the day, but a free will offering will be 
accepted. Pre-registration is due by April 5. To register or for ques-
tions, call Donna Clark at 814-899-5342.

Clarion retreat focuses on environment 
CLARION—The Sisters of  Catholic Rural Ministry in Oil City are 

sponsoring an afternoon retreat April 9 from noon to 3 p.m. on Pope 
Francis’ environment encyclical, “Laudato Sí: On Care for our Com-
mon Home.”
 Sister Barbara Lenarcic, HM, and Sister Barbara O’Donnell, HM, 
will give presentations at the Immaculate Conception Conference 
Center at Immaculate Conception Parish, 715 E. Main St., Clarion. 
A free will offering will be accepted. Registrations are encouraged by 
calling 814-226-8433, ext. 100, by April 6.

House of Mercy to host spring tea event
 ERIE—The 5th Annual House of  Mercy Spring Tea will be held 
April 10 from 1 to 3 p.m. at Our Lady of  Mount Carmel School’s 
Scheffner Hall in Erie. The Sisters of  Mercy and the House of  Mercy 
neighborhood outreach program invites friends, mothers and daugh-
ters to the event, featuring food, hot teas, live entertainment and a gift 
basket raffl e. 
 For more information or to order tickets, contact Sister Michele 
Schroeck, RSM, at 814-898-0167. Tickets are $20 per person. A lim-
ited number of  tickets will be available at the door.

Mercyhurst University to host Empty Bowls
ERIE—Mercyhurst University in Erie will host its annual Empty 

Bowls dinner April 10 from 4 to 6:30 p.m. at the Laker Inn, Carolyn 
Herrmann Student Union.
  Guests will dine on a simple meal of  soup and bread, a stark re-
minder of  poverty in the community. The event will feature music and 
a silent art auction. Proceeds benefi t the Second Harvest Food Bank 
of  Northwest Pennsylvania. Tickets are $15 for soup and a hand-
crafted bowl, or $5 just for soup. Advance tickets are suggested; email 
muemptybowls@gmail.com.  

Wolves Club to sponsor Italian Market
 ERIE—The Wolves Club of  Erie Den VIII will sponsor its annual 
Taste of  Italy & Italian Market on April 24 from noon to 3 p.m. in the 
lobby of  the Boston Store, 716 State St., Erie.
 Sample Italian cuisine and enjoy live entertainment and a gift 
auction. Proceeds will benefi t the Wolves Club of  Erie Scholarship 
Fund for Gannon University and Mercyhurst University. Admission 
includes food and beverages. Advance tickets are two for $25; tickets 
at the door are $15 each.

 Father William J. Maloney, 93, 
died March 17 in Pittsburgh.  
 Born in Pittsburgh, March 23, 
1923, Father Maloney was the 
son of  the late Charles and Co-
letta (Sohl) Maloney.
 After attending Holy Rosary 
Elementary School and Cen-
tral Catholic High School, both 
in Pittsburgh, he spent a year at 
Duquesne University in Pitts-
burgh and at St. Charles College, 
Catonsville, Md., before attend-
ing St. Mary Seminary in Balti-
more for his priestly formation. 
He was ordained a priest for the 
Diocese of  Erie on May 6, 1948, 
at St. Peter Cathedral by Arch-
bishop John Mark Gannon.
 Father Maloney began his 

p r i e s t l y 
ministry as 
p a r o c h i a l 
vicar of  St. 
Peter Cathe-
dral in Erie. 
After serv-
ing there 
until Janu-
ary 1949, 
he was ap-
pointed pa-
rochial vicar 
of  Holy Re-
deemer Parish in Warren, an ap-
pointment he held until 1954.
 He spent the next fi ve years as 
parochial vicar of  St. Joseph Par-
ish in Oil City. In 1959, he was 
appointed chaplain at Saint Vin-

cent Hospital in Erie, a position 
he held until 1965. He was ap-
pointed pastor of  St. Peter Parish 
in Conneautville in 1965, and of  
St. Eusebius Parish in East Brady 
in 1966. In 1972, he was named 
pastor of  St. Adalbert Parish in 
Sharon, serving there until his 
appointment as pastor of  St. Mi-
chael Parish in Emlenton in 1977.
 Upon his 60th anniversary as a 
priest, Father Maloney said  that 
prayer was essential to nurturing 
our spiritual lives.
 “You cannot be happy and 
holy if  you do not pray, especially 
priests,” he said.
 Father Maloney retired from 
active ministry in 1991, returning 
to his home diocese of  Pittsburgh. 

For many years of  his retirement, 
he celebrated Mass and heard 
confessions at St. Paul Parish in 
Butler, Pa.
 Survivors include his sister 
Mildred Regan, and nieces and 
nephews. He was preceded in 
death by his sister Coletta Moran, 
and his brother, Leo Maloney.
 Visiting hours were held at 
the Charles W. Trenz Funeral 
Home in Penn Hills, and at St. 
Bartholomew Church. Bishop 
Emeritus Donald Trautman 
served as main celebrant of  the 
funeral Mass on March 23 at St. 
Bartholomew Church.
 Burial was at Christ Our Re-
deemer Cemetery, Ross Town-
ship, Pa.

Father William J. 
Maloney

FAITHLIFE staff report

 Erie Benedictine Sisters Mary 
Miller and Pat Lupo have spent 
most of  their lives addressing two 
social ills of  our time: hunger and 
the world’s endangered environ-
ment.
 Both women are being recog-
nized this month and in April for 
their accomplishments in their re-
spective ministries.
 On March 23, PennFuture—a 
leading environmental organiza-
tion—presented Sister Pat with its 
2016 Celebrating Women in Con-
servation Award for her commit-
ment to environmental activism 
and her achievements in conser-
vation in Pennsylvania.
 PennFuture was created by the 
Pew Charitable Trusts and the 
Heinz Endowments to conduct 
professional advocacy for strong 
environmental and public health 
policies. It provides tens of  mil-
lions of  dollars of  free legal ser-
vices to citizens throughout Penn-
sylvania.
 Currently, Sister Pat does en-
vironmental education and advo-
cacy for the Benedictine Sisters. 
Also, she works with youth at the 
Neighborhood Art House and the 
John E. Horan Garden Apart-
ments, both in Erie.
 Having represented her reli-
gious community on various lo-
cal and Great Lakes boards, Sis-
ter Pat was part of  Pennsylvania 
Gov. Tom Wolf ’s transition team 

Two Benedictines recognized for work 
to feed hungry, protect environment

that reviewed environmental pro-
tection.
 On April 8, Mercyhurst Uni-
versity and its Department of  
Religious Studies will honor Sis-
ter Mary Miller with its annual 
Romero Award for “living the call 
of  faith and justice in an extraor-
dinary manner.” The award states 
that for 35 years she “has been the 
face of  care and hope for the poor 
and hungry of  Erie.”
 The award takes its name from 
the late Archbishop Oscar Rome-

ro, who is remembered for his 
uncompromising commitment 
to the poor and oppressed in El 
Salvador. Mercyhurst presented 
its fi rst Romero Award in 1991 to 
peace activist Father Daniel Ber-
rigan.
 Since 1981, Sister Mary has 
been director of  Emmaus Minis-
tries in Erie. More than 300 local 
volunteers assist with Emmaus 
Ministries, considered the largest 
on-site charitable food provider in 
the state of  Pennsylvania.

 Sister Mary, who is in her 52nd 
year of  religious life, regularly 
prepares and serves meals at Em-
maus Soup Kitchen.
 Mercyhurst’s Romero Award 
recognizes Sister Mary’s contri-
butions to people of  all faiths, 
most notable in her quote: “The 
only personal glimpse of  God we 
will ever see on this earth is in the 
faces of  those around us. And to 
know God we must acknowledge 
those faces and reach out to them 
with love.”

Photo by Mary Solberg

Sister Mary Miller, OSB, prepares and serves food at 
Emmaus Soup Kitchen in Erie.

Contributed photo 

Sister Pat Lupo, OSB, brings constant attention 
to environmental conc erns in Pennsylvania.
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 OIL CITY—Father Matt Ruyechan, at right, discusses Pope Fran-
cis’ environment encyclical, “Laudato Sí—On Care for Our Common 
Home,” with about 60 people from seven area parishes who met Feb. 8 
at St. Stephen Parish in Oil City. Father Ruyechan, pastor and one of  
the “ministers of  mercy” in the Diocese of  Erie, read the “Canticle of  
St. Francis” and discussed how caring for the earth also means caring 
for the poor, both physically and spiritually.

Students have a lot of heart

 ERIE—Our Lady’s Christian School dress-down day raised $137.61 
for the American Heart Association. Each month, students raise 
money for a local non-profi t. Pictured, from left, are: eighth-grader 
Stella Przbylinski, Christy Mastrian from the American Cancer So-
ciety, seventh-grader Colin Morphy, Principal Stephen Nemenz, and 
eighth-graders Abigail Stubenbort and Elizabeth Swanson. 

St. Michael’s basketball team takes second
 GREENVILLE—The boys varsity 
basketball team at St. Michael School in 
Greenville took second place recently in the 
Diocese of  Erie championship match-up 
against Blessed Sacrament School, Erie.
 Pictured in the front, from left, are: cheer-
leaders Jenna McCloskey, Anna Cooper, 
Kayley Tatta, Shai Hargrove, Hannah 
Leonard, Julianne Johnson, Tessa Tatta, 
Abigail Harcourt and Katherine Cooper. 
The cheer squad is coached by Jacki Rowe, 
with assistant Brenda Hargrove.
 Basketball team members include: Jake 
Johnson, Hunter Blatt, Halle Murcko, 
Kyle Higbee, Luke Faber, David Cianci, 
Joseph Pfl eger, Evan Cianci, Will Toth 
and Ryan Campbell. They are coached by 
Conner Scullin, Gene Cianci, Chris Clark 
and Sam Faber. 

Benedictine Sister Monica Steiner 
recognized for life of service

 LUCINDA—During Catholic Schools Week, students at St. Joseph 
School in Lucinda celebrated Mass with Sister Monica Steiner, OSB, in 
honor of  her many years of  service as principal. Sister Monica retired 
last year. Pictured in the bottom row, from left, are: Jillian Ochs, Mar-
shall Bauer, Sister Monica and Kaden Davis. In the top row, from left, 
are: Maddie Homan, Claire Kriebel, Jack Maxwell and Leroy Ochs. 
Behind the children is Sister Benita DeMatteis, OSB, principal.

St. Luke students collect items for 
Our Neighbor’s Place

 ERIE—St. Luke School families conducted a Lenten service proj-
ect to benefi t those served by Our Neighbor’s Place in Erie. Students 
collected more than 180 cans of  soup, 70 boxes of  crackers, 165 boxes 
of  granola bars, 80 bottles of  body wash/soap, 130 toothbrushes, 220 
tubes of  toothpaste, and other toiletry items. Pictured are fi fth-graders 
Sam Roeback, Jaclynn Donovan, Grace Lyle and Aidan Richter.

Religious education students from 
Emporium visit Erie

 EMPORIUM—High school religious education students from St. 
Mark Parish, Emporium, recently visited Erie with pastor, Father Paul 
Siebert. The group toured St. Peter Cathedral, where Father Siebert 
presided at a Mass. Students also assisted at the Upper Room home-
less shelter, and then visited St. Mark Catholic Center, where they met 
with Bishop Lawrence Persico, Father Steve Schreiber, Father Michael 
Polinek and seminarians. Pictured at the Cathedral are: Father Paul 
Siebert, Emily Richnafsky, Madi Guisto, Jared Whiting, Adam 
Shaffer, Molly and Sarah Abriatis, Kendyl Guisto, Andy Richnafsky, 
Kira Aikens, Elyse Spehalski, Adam Brown, Noah Abriatis, Trisha 
Kossman and Joe Delucia. 

 FAIRVIEW—Members of  the Disability and Deaf  Ministry of  the 
Diocese of  Erie are pictured with Father Michael Polinek, vocations 
director, during a retreat at Camp Notre Dame in Fairview on March 
5. Father Polinek served as retreat leader. Retreatants discussed Lent 
and the Gospel story of  the Prodigal Son. Interpreters were available 
throughout the day, which included the sacrament of  reconciliation 
and a Mass.

Clarion, Slippery Rock students gather 
for mercy retreat

 CLARION—Students from Clarion University and Slippery Rock 
University gathered for a 24-hour mercy retreat Feb. 26-27 in Clarion. 
The retreat included discussions on mercy, the roadblocks to being a 
person of  mercy, and the faces of  mercy. Bishop Lawrence Persico; 
Father Michael Polinek, vocations director; and Father Monty Say-
ers, Clarion University chaplain, joined the students for lunch and the 
sacrament of  reconciliation.
 Pictured in the fi rst row, from left, are: Samantha Placzek, Kara 
Kendziorski, Ang Shriane, Jukyoung Son, campus minister Ann 
Enderle Liska, Helen Patterson and Mercy Sister Tina Geiger. In the 
second row, from left, are: campus minister Diane Magliocca, Alana 
Garrison, Chris Lee, Chris Gillis and Benedictine Sister Marian 
Wehler. In the third row, from left, are: Maura Kelly, Sara Kucenski, 
Anna Swartwout, Melissa Totin, Ryan Walker and Jungkeon Jo.

Pope’s encyclical draws many together 
at St. Stephen Parish in Oil City

Disability and Deaf Ministry 
sponsors Lenten retreat


