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It makes us a little 
nervous, which is 
normal.
 — Cpl. Urs Breitenmoser
  Swiss Guard
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Holy Trinity, Erie — Monday, April 8 at 7 p.m. 
Confi rmation classes include Holy Rosary, Erie; 
Holy Trinity, Erie; Our Mother of  Sorrows, Erie;  
St. Hedwig, Erie; St. John the Baptist, Erie; St. 
Mary of  the Immaculate Conception, Erie; St. 
Patrick, Erie; and St. Stanislaus, Erie.
   
Blessed Sacrament, Erie — Thursday, April 11 
at 7 p.m.      
     
Beloved Disciple, Grove City — Friday, April 
12 at 7 p.m.
 
St. Catherine, DuBois — Saturday, April 13 at 
11 a.m. Confi rmation classes include St. Ber-
nard, Falls Creek; St. Catherine, DuBois; St. Jo-
seph, DuBois and St. Michael, DuBois.

St. Michael, Fryburg — Sunday, April 14 at 2 
p.m. Confi rmation classes include St. Anne, 
Marienville; St. Joseph, Lucinda; St. Mary, 
Crown and St. Michael, Fryburg.

March 31-April 7 Octave of  Easter

April 11  Saint Stanislaus, Bishop and Martyr 

April 13 Saint Martin I, Pope and Martyr 

T
he fi rst pope from the Americas, Pope 
Francis, elected to the papacy in just fi ve 
rounds of ballots—more quickly than even 

many cardinals had expected—has set a decidedly 
new tone at the Vatican. His fellow Argentineans 
are not surprised by his down-to-earth ways; he 
has endeared himself to them for years by his 
actions as well as his words. For Pope Francis, it 
seems only natural to go on living the way he has 
always lived: a life of authentic discipleship, prayer 
and simplicity. FaithLife offers a few behind-the-
scenes glimpses of our new Holy Father who is 
captivating the world.

By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

 VATICAN CITY (CNS) — 
Even though Pope Francis is very 
close to his family, he would of-
ten skip their barbecues to spend 
Sundays or holidays in Buenos 
Aires’ slums, the pope’s sister 
said.
 “That’s the way he is: to-
tally devoted to the mission of  
a priest; he is 
the pastor of  the 
least,” said Maria 
Elena Bergoglio.
 The youngest 
of  fi ve, Bergoglio, 
65, is the pope’s 
only surviving 
sibling, said a re-
port in the Italian 
Catholic news-
paper, Avvenire, 
March 19.
 She told the 
newspaper that 
she and her 
brother are ex-
tremely close, 
which she attri-
butes to their parents’ emphasis 
on the “the value of  love.”
 “We’ve always had a very 
close relationship despite the 
12-year age difference. I was the 
youngest and Jorge always pam-
pered and protected me,” she 
said of  her brother.
 Even though his ministry and 
duties as Jesuit provincial and 
then as archbishop of  Buenos Ai-
res kept her brother busy and of-
ten prevented him from visiting, 
the two siblings always spoke by 
phone every week, she said.
 His priority was the neediest 
in his archdiocese, which meant 
he often spent Sundays or holi-
days in the city’s shantytowns, 
instead of  attending the family 
asado or barbecue, she said.
 “Jorge taught me to always 
be there for people, to always be 
welcoming, even if  it meant sac-
rifi cing something,” she said of  
her brother.
 She said she named her fi rst-
born son Jorge, “in honor of  
my special brother,” who also 
was moved to be asked to be the 

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

 VATICAN CITY (CNS) — 
Dressed in orange safety vests, 
green jumpsuits or other workers’ 
attire, Vatican gardeners, garbage 
collectors and cleaning crews 
joined Pope Francis for a 7 a.m. 
Mass March 22.
 Usually in the Vatican, “we’re 
the invisible ones,” Luciano Cec-
chetti, coordinator of  the Vatican 
gardeners and sanitation work-
ers, told Vatican Radio after the 
Mass.
 “To fi nd ourselves before the 
Holy Father, at a Mass for us, is 
something that doesn’t happen 
every day. I turned and looked at 
the faces of  the employees: We all 
left there misty-eyed,” he said.
 After the Mass, there was time 
for private prayers. Pope Francis 
joined the others, going to a seat 
in the last row of  chairs in the 

By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

 VATICAN CITY (CNS) — 
Pope Francis’ style of  breaking 
away from his security detail and 
diving toward the crowds means 
his protectors have had to do a 
quick rewrite of  strategy, some-
times on the spot.
 Concern and urgency were 
visibly etched on the face of  the 
head of  the Vatican police, Do-
menico Giani, after the pope 
celebrated Mass in the Vatican’s 
Church of  St. Anne March 17.
 Giani swiftly shouted out fresh 
commands for undercover guards 
and police to regroup as Pope 
Francis made a beeline toward 
a large cheering crowd pressing 
against a barricade outside the 
entrance into Vatican City. This 
came after the pope personally 
greeted, often hugging, each of  
the approximately 200 members 
of  the congregation right after 
Mass.
 The pope has preferred to walk 
short distances within Vatican 
City instead of  taking a waiting 
sedan and has also eschewed 
a multi-car security escort for 
longer trips, preferring just one 
vehicle to get him to his destina-
tion. He had no qualms about 
stopping the open-air popemobile 
midride March 19 to climb out, 
kiss and bless a disabled adult in 
the throng.

Despite close ties, pope’s family 
watches inauguration from home, 
respecting his wishes

Vatican workers join pope 
for early morning Masses

Vatican security scrambling, 
yet prepared for pope’s love 
of the crowd

 The new papal approach “is 
perfectly fi ne; it’s his way of  
doing things,” Cpl. Urs Breiten-
moser of  the Swiss Guard told 
Catholic News Service.
 “We are worried if  there is 
more contact with people, be-
cause that means there’s a greater 
possibility something can hap-
pen,” he admitted.
 But “we have to fully adapt 
ourselves” to what the pope 
wants, he said, and security will 

CNS photo
Domenico Giani, head of the Vatican police, in glasses behind Pope 
Francis, looks on as the newly elected pontiff greets people after 
celebrating Mass at St. Anne Parish within the Vatican March 17.

Octave of Easter Saint Stanislaus

CNS photo
Maria Elena Bergoglio, the sister of Pope Francis, 
receives letters to her brother from children in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, March 14.

Photo by Rich Papalia
The Most Rev. Lawrence T. Persico, bishop of Erie, was the principal celebrant at a Mass of 
Thanksgiving for the Election of Pope Francis at St. Peter Cathedral in Erie on March 20. 
Dioceses and parishes around the world joined in the same prayerful celebration.

child’s godfather.
 The pope’s nephew, Jorge, 
37, told the paper that his uncle 
“is someone who is very open, 
we talk about everything, long 
talks,” he said.
 Bergoglio said the media has 
only been reporting on her broth-
er’s love of  tango, opera and 
soccer, but that very few people 
know he is an excellent cook.
 “He makes fantastic stuffed 

calamari; it’s his favorite dish,” 
 She said she and her family 
stayed home in Ituzaingo, near 
Buenos Aires, to watch the pope’s 
inaugural Mass on television out 
of  respect for his public request 
that Argentines give the money 
they would have spent on airfare 
to the poor.
 “We are near him in prayer,” 
she said.
 Her house was still busy with 
phone calls and visitors and occa-
sional motorists would still drive 
by, honking their horns, shouting 
“Viva el papa,” Avvenire reported 
March 19. Maria Elena and her 
husband painted the gate to the 
house yellow and white in honor 
of  the election, the paper report-
ed.
 She said she spoke to her 
brother March 14, the day after 
he was elected pope.
 “I wasn’t able to say a thing 
and he wasn’t either” because 
they were so overwhelmed with 
emotion, she said.
 “He just kept repeating, ‘Don’t 
worry, I’m fi ne, pray for me.’”

Bishop Persico offers Easter greeting
 As we celebrate this great feast of Easter, we are not only reminded 
of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, but also in a very real and con-
crete way, of our own hope for eternal life. Easter provides us with the 
opportunity to celebrate the fact that death is not the fi nal word, but that 
through death, we enter into eternal life. 
 As we celebrate this joyous feast day of the Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, I wish  you and your families and loved ones a very blessed and 
joyous Easter and Easter season. 
 — The Most Rev. Lawrence T. Persico, JCL

by AJ Czerwinski
Special to FaithLife

 A Mass of  Thanksgiv-
ing for the Election of  Pope 
Francis was held on March 
20 at St. Peter Cathedral in 
Erie. Bishop Lawrence Per-
sico celebrated the 5:15 p.m. 
Mass, offering thanksgiving 

Bishop Persico: Pope charged with 
mission similar to that of St. Francis

to God for the election and 
inauguration of  Cardinal 
Jorge Mario Bergoglio, S.J., 
former Archbishop of  Bue-
nos Aires, Argentina, as Pope 
Francis, the 265th successor 
of  the Apostle Peter.  
 “From the moment he 
stepped on the loggia to greet 
the city of  Rome and the 

world, he has won the hearts 
of  Catholics and non-Cath-
olics alike,” Bishop Persico 
said during his homily. “All 
were impressed by his humil-
ity and warmth and the sim-
plicity of  his style.” 
 Bishop Persico noted that 

By Anne-Marie Welsh
FaithLife

 No more soaring, inspir-
ing language can be found in 
the documents of  Vatican II 
than what is found in Gaudi-
um et Spes. Simply translated 
it means Joy and Hope. The 
document explores human-
ity’s relationship to society, 
covering topics rangin g from 
economics and poverty to 
social justice, culture, sci-
ence and technology. Those 
looking for an opportunity 
for growth during this Year 
of  Faith would do well to 
spend time considering all 
the document has to offer.
 Audiences at both Gan-
non University in Erie and 
Immaculate Conception Par-
ish in Clarion did just that 
as they listened to a talk on 
the subject by Dr. David 
Roncolata, director of  Com-
munity Service and Service 
Learning at Allegheny Col-
lege in Meadville, the second 
speaker in the three-part Year 
of  Faith series offered by the 
Diocese of  Erie in partner-
ship with Gannon.
 Roncolata planned the eve-
ning as more of  a workshop 
than a talk, underscoring 
the importance of  dialogue.
  “In the same spirit of  dia-
logue that marked the coun-
cil 50 years ago, tonight we 

The Joy and the Hope 
examined in Year of 
Faith speaker series

can draw nourishing water for 
our spirituality, for our minis-
try, for our world and for our 
church,” he said, inviting at-
tendees to see the document as 
something created for the pres-
ent. 
 Roncolata, who was 6 
years old the year the council 
opened, began with a story 
from his early years working as 
a youth minister in the 1980s.
   “We were working with a 
parish shut-in, doing some 
home repair work over a series 
of  weekends,” he said. “She 
was really down and having 
some health issues, so as we 
left one weekend I said, ‘I will 
pray for you.’”
   The next time he saw her, 

Pope Francis

he fi rst pope from the Americas, Pope
Francis elected to the papacy in just five

initiates new era

chapel of  the Domus Sanctae 
Marthae, where he is staying.
 Before the employees headed 
back to work, Pope Francis greet-
ed each of  one of  them.
 Almost all of  the gardeners, 
Cecchetti said, offered to give the 
pope a guided visit of  the Vatican 
Gardens. 
 “He didn’t say no,” he said.
 Jesuit Father Federico Lom-
bardi, Vatican spokesman, said 
the pope gave a homily, focused 
on the Gospel reading from St. 
John, in which some Jewish 
leaders pick up rocks, intending 
to stone Jesus for blasphemy.
 The Vatican newspaper, 
L’Osservatore Romano, summa-
rized the pope’s homily: “When 
we have hearts of  stone, we pick 
up rocks and stone Jesus Christ 
in the form of  our brothers and 
sisters, especially the weakest. 
We must open our hearts to 
love.”

Dr. David Roncolata

in no way try to prevent or dis-
suade him from greeting people.
 The Vatican spokesman, Je-
suit Father Federico Lombardi, 
told journalists the pope’s se-
curity detail is able to smoothly 
switch gears and follow the 
pope’s lead.
 It is because of  their “ability 
and intelligence” that the papal 
guardians “know how to adapt 
and be fl exible according to the 

“
”
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IN THE U.S.

Irish prime minister offers words of
  encouragement for Brooklyn parish

 CNS photo
Irish Prime Minister Enda Kenny attended Mass in the Breezy Point 
section of Queens, N.Y. March 17. He visited the area's Irish-Amer-
ican neighborhood during a weeklong trip to the U.S. 

 ROCKAWAY POINT, N.Y., CNS — “I think it’s important to dem-
onstrate solidarity with a people who have come through a diffi cult 
time,” Irish Prime Minister Enda Kenny told the Irish Catholic commu-
nity of  Breezy Point on a St Patrick’s Day visit to one of  the communi-
ties hardest hit by Hurricane Sandy. Kenny joined members of  Blessed 
Trinity Parish for Mass at St. Thomas More Church, serving as lector. 
The church is a worship site of  the parish. Earlier this year, to help with 
recovery efforts from October’s superstorm, professional athletes from 
the Gaelic Athletic Association, in collaboration with the Irish govern-
ment, traveled from Ireland to Breezy Point. In fewer than 10 days, the 
athletes completely renewed the parish’s Msgr. Connelly Parish Center. 
Parishioners now have a clean and modern place to gather for social 
events. “It was an honor for the prime minister to come so through him 
we can thank all the people in Ireland who have been so generous to 
us,” Msgr. Michael Curran, pastor, said. 

AROUND THE WORLD

Obama lights candles, prays at Bethlehem’s  
  Church of Nativity compound 
 JERUSALEM (CNS) — U.S. President Barack Obama, visiting the 
West Bank city of  Bethlehem, stopped twice to light candles for his 
family and himself: fi rst at the 
Church of  Nativity grotto, 
where Christian tradition holds 
that Jesus was born, then at the 
adjacent Catholic Church of  
St. Catherine. On the last leg 
of  his four-day visit to Israel 
and the Palestinian territories, 
Obama also took time for a 
few moments of  private prayer 
and contemplation, said Greek 
Orthodox Patriarch Theophilos 
III, who was the fi rst to greet 
the American leader inside the 
church, welcoming him as “a 

messenger of  peace and reconciliation.” Obama was then greeted by 
religious leaders according to the Status Quo protocol that governs 
holy sites: the custos of  the Holy Land, Franciscan Father Pierbat-
tista Pizzaballa, followed by Armenian Orthodox Archbishop Sevan 
Gharibian. Once again reassuring Israelis that America stands with 
them, Obama spent an hour at the Yad Vashem Holocaust Memorial, 
visiting the Children’s Memorial, where the names and ages of  1.5 mil-
lion Jewish youngsters are intoned in darkness relieved only by pin-
pricks of  light; and the Hall of  Names, where the details of  4.2 million 
Holocaust victims are recorded; and the Museum of  Holocaust Art. 
Obama also met with Palestinian leaders in Ramallah. “Sometimes,” 
he said, “the biggest miracle is to recognize that the world can change.”

PEOPLE

 Seton Hill University mourns death of   
  coach, her unborn child in crash 
 GREENSBURG, Pa. (CNS) — Seton Hill University is “deeply 
saddened by the tragic bus accident” that occurred the morning of  
March 16, taking the life of  the head coach of  the women’s lacrosse 
team and her unborn child. The accident also killed the driver and 
injured 13 players. The bus was carrying 23 
people from Seton Hill to an NCAA Division II 
match at Millersville University in Millersville 
when it crashed in central Pennsylvania. Police 
were investigating what caused the bus to veer 
off  the Pennsylvania Turnpike and crash into a 
tree, killing Coach Kristina Quigley, 30, who was 
six months pregnant, and the driver, Anthony 
Guaetta, 61, of  Johnstown. Doctors were unable 
to save Quigley’s unborn child. More than 700 
people crowded into St. Joseph Chapel on the Se-
ton Hill campus for an evening memorial Mass 
March 17 celebrated by Father Jeremiah O’Shea. Mourners included 
Bishop Lawrence E. Brandt of  Greensburg, the diocese in which Seton 
Hill is located. “Our prayers and heartfelt sympathy,” Bishop Brandt 
said, “go out to the Seton Hill community as well as the coach’s family 
and the family of  the driver and those injured.”

 Archbishop of Canterbury cites words of 
  Pope Francis at enthronement 
 MANCHESTER, England (CNS) — Drawing on Pope Francis’ call 
for people to be protectors of  each other, Anglican Archbishop Justin 
Welby, 57, urged people of  faith to build up the community of  God 
on earth. Archbishop Welby was enthroned as archbishop of  Canter-
bury, becoming the spiritual leader of  77 million Anglicans around the 
world at Canterbury Cathedral in southeast England March 21. “It is 
only under the authority of  God...that we may become the fully hu-
man community of  which we all dream,” he said during his homily. 
The archbishop also warned the congregation, which included British 
Prime Minister David Cameron and Prince Charles, of  the dangers of  
losing faith in Jesus. “The church transforms society when it takes the 
risk of  renewal in prayer or reconciliation,” the archbishop said, list-
ing ministries, advocacy actions and social services offered to poor and 
vulnerable people in England and around the world. “There is every 
possible reason for optimism about the future of  the Christian faith in 
the world and in this country,” he said.

Kristina Quigley

CNS photo
U.S. President Barack Obama tours 
the Church of the Nativity in Beth-
lehem, West Bank, March 22.

pope’s manifest wishes and inten-
tions,” he said during a news brief-
ing.
 The 110 Swiss Guards’ main 
duties are protecting the pope and 
his residence while the Vatican’s 
own police force, the gendarme 
corps, is responsible for crowd 
control, traffi c within the Vatican 
and other duties within the walls 
of  Vatican City.
 Together, the hundreds of  
people who guard the pope and 
the Vatican have tried to strike a 
delicate balance between provid-
ing tight professional security and 
a reasonable amount of  access to 
the public.
 Pope Pius XII began the prac-
tice of  having “audiences outside” 
among the general public, Breiten-
moser said.
 Since then, the men guarding 
the pope, both in uniform and un-
dercover, have had to develop “a 
system that’s worked for years” of  
being able to provide discreet yet 
diligent protection, he said.

Vatican security prepared for pope’s love of the crowd New Symbols
Papal ring
Pope Francis, received his ring 
from Cardinal Angelo Sodano, 
dean of  the College of  Cardi-
nals, during his inauguration 
Mass March 19. The ring has an 
unusual history in that it was made 
for but never worn by Pope Paul VI, 
who selected a different one. The wax cast for 
this ring, which was in the possession of  Pope Paul VI’s personal 
secretary, was eventually bequeathed to Msgr. Ettore Malnati, who 
made a ring of  gold-plated silver from the wax cast. This Ring of  the 
Fisherman was one of  several options presented to Pope Francis, 
who continues to favor a straightforward, unadored style.

Coat of arms 
The coat of  arms of  Pope Francis bor-
rows much from his former episcopal 
emblem. On the blue shield is the sym-
bol of  the Society of  Jesus. Below it is a 
fi ve-pointed star and the buds of  a spike-
nard fl ower, which represent respectively 
Mary and St. Joseph. The papal motto is 
the Latin phrase, “Miserando atque eli-
gendo,” which means “because he saw 
him through the eyes of  mercy and chose 
him,” or more simply, “having mercy, he 
called him.” The phrase comes from a 
homily by St. Bede which inspired the 
pope to his priestly vocation.

CNS photos
Below, Pope Francis reaches out 
to bless a child as he arrives in St. 
Peter's Square before his inaugural 
Mass at the Vatican March 19. At 
right, Pope Francis gives a thumbs 
up as he makes his way around St. 
Peter's Square at the same event.

 What a moment of  grace for the Catholic Church! On this glo-
rious Easter Sunday, I hope you are still feeling the euphoria of  a 
papal election that caught all of  us by surprise on so many levels. 
 The fi rst days of  this new papacy have demonstrated one of  
the most delightful aspects of  Catholi-
cism: like a beautiful jewel, this faith we 
belong to has many facets. Each pope, 
each bishop, each clergy member, each 
woman religious, each lay person ex-
presses what it means to be Catholic in 
such a personal yet universal way. As 
someone whose job it is to communicate 
the truths of  the church, you can bet I’m 
celebrating the fact that we have a pope 
who is showing us what that means in 
such a natural way. 
 How can anyone not be moved by a world fi gure stepping out 
of  his jeep to speak with and bless a disabled man and his caregiv-
ers? The documents and pastoral letters are valid and important—
but a simple gesture reverberates throughout the world. Many 
have asked what is meant by “the new evangelization” we’re being 
asked to foster. That question is going to fade away as we watch 
the answer unfold before us. Pope Francis seems to embody the 
quote so often attributed to St. Francis: “Preach the Gospel al-
ways. If  necessary, use words.”
   Congratulations to the many, many sports teams around the 
diocese for such outstanding results as the winter season comes to 
an end. Among the latest accomplishments: Gannon’s women’s 
basketball team won the NCAA Division II Atlantic Regional 
tournament championship; the girls’ and boys’ basketball teams at 
Our Lady of  Peace in Erie came home with third- and fourthplace 
fi nishes at their respective state championships.
     A great big congratulations to fi rst-time hockey coach Father 
Jason Glover and the men’s ice hockey team at Gannon Univer-
sity. They are just back from playing in the national champion-
ship tournament of  the Los Angeles-based National Association 
of  Intercollegiate Hockey, where they completed their season by 
playing D’Youville for third place. It was a heartbreaking 8-7 over-
time loss, but this talented team—in its fi rst season as a sanctioned 
club at Gannon—has deservedly captured the hearts of  a growing 
number of  fans. The integrity, class and sportsmanship they dem-
onstrated in this inaugural year bodes well for the future. 
 Finally, a heartfelt salute to Father Federico Lombardi, direc-
tor of  the Holy See Press Offi ce, who was the model of  patience 
and humility throughout the papal transition. An ambassador 
must know both the country he is representing and the country to 
which he has been assigned. Father Lombardi fully understands 
and embraces the Vatican and its protocals, at the same time re-
specting the demands faced by those working in a never-ending 
news cycle. I am happy to say he was presented with a plaque and 
press pass by the Associated Press as a thank you on behalf  of  
the 6,000 journalists who covered the transition. All I can say is: 
Bravo!

 Anne-Marie Welsh is serving as interim editor of  FaithLife.
Contact her at amwelsh@ErieRCD.org or 814.824.1167.
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    We say “thanks” to our retired 
diocesan priests for their faithful 

service to the Diocese 
of Erie. May the Good 
Shepherd Collection 
provide for their needs 
for the Faith and Love 
they shared with us.

OOD SHEPHERD 
        SUNDAY

APRIL 20-21 

Forming
Disciples

New
Evangelization

to Carry on the

Rooted in Scripture and faithful to the 
teachings of the Catholic Church, Sadlier’s 
catechetical programs for grades K–8 help 
form young disciples to carry on Jesus’ mission.

See for yourself. View sample chapters online, 
or request a sample from Dan McElhinny, your 
local Educational Consultant, 412-794-8004 
or dmcelhinny@sadlier.com. Or visit 
Sadlier.com/ErieReligion.

Print and eBook 
formats available

School   Parish  Bilingual

Forming
Disciples

New
Evangelization

to Carry on the

School   Parish  Bilingual

Represented locally by Dan McElhinny 
 

www.Sadlier.com/ErieReligion

SadlierReligion

Rooted in Scripture and faithful to the teachings of 
the Catholic Church, Sadlier’s catechetical programs 
for grades K–8 help form young disciples to carry on 
Jesus’ mission.

Robust online components enhance every lesson and 
extend learning to the home and family. Ongoing 
Professional Development provides continual growth 
and learning. For more information or to request a 
sample, visit Sadlier.com/ErieReligion.

Ask About 
Our Professional 

Development

       Religious Gifts (inside For Art’s Sake)
Largest selection of DeColores gifts in the area!

For Art’s Sake
Gallery & Frames

The Cat’s Meow Village  Custom Framing 
Original Art  Prints  Gifts

We’re the of  cial framer for several area schools.
Quality work at a reasonable price.

7547 W. Ridge Rd. Fairview, PA  16415
(814) 474-3033

HOURS
M•T•W•F 10-5:30

Thursday 10-7
Sat. 10-4, Sun. 11-4

BUYING, SELLING 
AND TRADING NEW 
AND USED BOOKS!

Hours: 
Tuesday through Thursday, 5 to 9 pm
Friday and Saturday, 5 to 10 pm

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS! 1 to 5 pm 

Reservations recommended 
Please call us at 814-454-4533
27th & Myrtle Street, Erie, PA 16508
www.miscuzirestaurant.com

Making Fine Church Furniture Since 

2831 Zimmerman Road, Erie, PA 16510 
814.453.5110 / fax: 814.453.2425

Steven R. Rimpa
cell: 814.397.0676 / e-mail: schuttewoodwork@live.com

www.schuttewoodworking.net

Custom Cabinetry I Church Furnishings I Millwork I Wall Units

Disabilities Offi ce notes Autism Awareness 
Month
 Michael Adamus, director of  Disabilities Ministries for the Di-
ocese of  Erie, notes that the National Catholic Partnership in Dis-
ability (NCPD) calls on the church to use April, Autism Aware-
ness Month, as a moment to consider how it welcomes those with 
autism spectrum disorder into parish life. ASD is the fastest grow-
ing signifi cant disability in the United States with as many as one 
in every 88 children affected. Pastoral and technical staff  can fi nd 
support and resources for serving parishioners with ASD and their 
families at www.ncpd.org. April 2 has been designated as World 
Autism Day. The NCPD was created in 1982 to help dioceses 
implement the 1978 Pastoral Statement of  U.S. Catholic Bishops on 
People with Disabilities. 

April 7: Divine Mercy Sunday
 Father James McCormick, pastor of  
St. James Parish in Wesleyville, will serve 
as guest homilist at the 2013 Divine Mer-
cy Sunday Mass which will be offered at 
St. Ann Parish, 10th Street and East Av-
enue in Erie, Sun., April 7 at 3:15 pm.
 The day’s events begin at 1:45 pm 
with confessions followed by preliminary 
hymns at 2 pm sung by the Divine Mercy 
Choir featuring Mark Fran Kalkhof  at 
the organ.  The chaplet and rosary will 
be prayed at 2:30 pm, leading up to Mass. 
All are invited to attend.

Music of St. Hildegard of Bingen, OSB, to 
be featured
 The Benedictine Sisters of  Erie will host the St. Noel Church 
Choir of  Willoughby, Ohio, as it presents a concert of  the music 
of  St. Hildegard of  Bingen in continued celebration of  her being 
proclaimed a doctor of  the church. The event, part of  the sisters’ 
enrichment series, will take place at Mount Saint Benedict Mon-
astery, 6101 E. Lake Road in Erie on Sun., April 14 at 3:30 pm. It 
is free and open to the public.

Dr. King to speak on Clarion campus
“How can the Dream Survive?” is the title of  the presentation that 
will be made by Dr. Alveda King, niece of  Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., at 7 p.m. on Mon., April 8 at Clarion University. Clarion Stu-
dents for Life is co-hosting Dr. King who will appear as part of  
the Mary L. Seifert Series, “Realities of  Race.” 
A former college professor and former elected 
offi cial in Georgia’s House of  Representatives, 
King is the author of  the bestselling book, 
“How Can the Dream Survive if  we Murder the 
Children?” She has received  the Civil Rights 
Award from the Congress of  Racial Equality. 
The talk, which is free and open to the public, is 
scheduled in the Gemmell Student Center. The 
Mary L. Seifert Cultural Series Endowment of  
the Clarion University Foundation, Inc., was 
established to provide the Clarion University 
community with cultural experiences that inspire learning through 
thoughtful discussions. For more information, call Thomas Mc-
Connell, president of  Clarion Students for Life at 724.674. 7613.

Women's Retreat to be held April 5-7
A Word of  Life Catholic Charismatic Women’s Retreat will be 
held April 5-7 at the Family First Sports Park dorm facility, 8155 
Oliver Road in Erie. Stacy Malesiewski, wife and mother of  three 
and art director for Gray Matter Media, Inc., will be the retreat 
director. Cost is $110 for private room and $100 for shared room. 
Friday dinner included. Registration is 4 p.m. Friday and retreat 
concludes Sunday at noon. For further information visit www.
wordofl ifeccrc.org or call 814.824.1286 to register.

Dr. Alveda King

the name chosen by the new pope was refl ec-
tive of  his desire to serve.  
 “The Holy Father explained to the media 
that he called himself  Francis after St. Fran-
cis of  Assisi, the great saint of  the poor. At 
the time of  the election, a fellow cardinal said 
to him: ‘Do not forget the poor.’  Then im-
mediately what came to mind was Francis of  
Assisi and his relationship to the poor.  For 
the Holy Father, St. Francis is the man of  
poverty, the man of  peace, the man who loves 
and safeguards creation.”   
 Bishop Persico then shared some back-
ground on Saint Francis.
 “He came across the neglected fi eld-cha-

Bishop Persico: Papal Mass of Thanksgiving

Year of Faith series examines Gaudium et Spes

pel of  San Damiano,” Bishop Persico said. 
“From the cross in that chapel, Christ spoke 
to him, saying, ‘Francis, go out and build up 
my house…’. St. Francis became the totally 
poor and humble workman. Yet St. Francis 
must have suspected a deeper meaning to 
‘build up my house.’ This, St. Francis did: he 
built up the house of  God, the church. He did 
this by following all that Jesus said and did, 
joyfully, without limit and without a hint of  
self-importance. Isn’t this what God has called 
Pope Francis to do—to build up his house?’” 
 Turning his attention back to the new Holy 
Father, Bishop Persico said that sitting on the 
Chair of  St. Peter is “a man known for his 
humility, simplicity and special love for the 

poor.” But, he also said Pope Francis will de-
fend the truth of  Christ’s teachings, adding 
that “it will be his role to connect charity and 
truth, faith and reason, protection of  life and 
the pursuit of  justice, religious freedom and 
peace-making, responsibilities and limitations 
of  government and markets and care for the 
least of  these.”
 Concluding the homily he asked those 
present to give thanks to God for sending 
Pope Francis as the church continues in the 
Year of  Faith and “as we face the challenges 
and opportunities of  proposing the Gospel to 
today’s world.” Bishop Persico also encour-
aged the congregation to pledge their loyalty 
and love to the new pope.

by AJ Czerwinski
Special to FaithLife

 A mortgage burning ceremony 
was held March 16 after the 5:15 
p.m. Mass at St. Patrick Church in 
Franklin. The pastor of  the parish, 
Msgr. John Herbein, joined The 
Most Rev. Lawrence Persico, bish-
op of  Erie, in front of  the church 
as he placed the 10-year-old mort-
gage document into the fl ames. 
Spectators who witnessed the 
event included parishioners, mem-
bers of  the Knights of  Columbus 
and students and faculty from St. 
Patrick School including principal, 
Carol Long.  
 The mortgage was obtained in 
2002 when extensive renovations 
and an addition were planned for 
the aging school building. Updates 
to the existing building included 
new wiring, windows and fl oor-
ing. The new addition included 
a library, computer lab, multi-
purpose room, three classrooms, 
a preschool area and new offi ces.
 The school was founded in 
1894 by the Sisters of  Mercy, who 

Franklin parish burns mortgage
taught at the school until the end 
of  the 1994-95 school yea r. 
 In his homily during the Mass, 
Bishop Persico congratulated 
Msgr. Herbein and parishioners 
for their dedication, faithfulness 
and hard work in retiring the 
mortgage. 
 “Monsignor and I know, as pas-
tors, we cannot accomplish this 
alone,” he observed. “It can only 
happen by the loyal support and 
dedication of  you, the parishioners 
and school parents of  Saint Pat-
rick.” Bishop Persico commented 
on the fact that the burning of  the 
mortgage happened as Easter, the 
celebration of  new life, was near. 
 “When a pastor and parishio-
ners retire a mortgage there is a 
feeling of  newness, as if  a great 
burden is lifted from your hearts 
and minds,” he said. “You feel like 
you are about to enter into new 
life.”
   The mortgage burning ceremo-
ny was followed by a dinner and a 
special program put on by the St. 
Patrick School and religious edu-
cation students.

Photo by John Karian 
Msgr. John Herbein, left, pastor of St. Patrick Parish in Franklin, 
and Bishop Lawrence Persico enjoy the moment as the St. Patrick 
School mortgage goes up in fl ames. In the background, left to right, 
are K of C 4th degree member Dan Drayer and altar server Christo-
pher Kahle, seminarian Kyle Seyler and altar servers Dexter Smith 
and Kyle Ritchey.

she asked him if  he was going to 
become a priest.
 “I said, ‘No, why do you ask 
that?’
 Her answer was, “Because you 
said you were going to pray for 
me.”
 Roncolata said such a conver-
sation was indicative of  the infl u-
ence the Second Vatican Council 
has had on the lives of  individu-
als in the church. It is no longer 
diffi cult to understand that lay 
people can and should pray for 
each other.
 Establishing historical context, 
Roncolata then pointed to Aus-
chwitz and Hiroshima as “two 
horrifi c events that broke into the 
consciousness of  the church and 
of  all of  humanity” in the 20th 
century.
 “Human suffering was not 
new, but we now had the terrify-
ing awareness of  the amount of  
suffering that humans can cause 
for each other,” he said, “as well 
as the structures and systems that 
produce such evil.”
 Roncolata said Vatican II was 
not a response to a crisis immedi-
ately facing the church, but rather 
a council called to enter into dia-
logue with the world. 
 “Pope John XXIII declared 
that he would not be a museum-
keeper but a gardener,” he said.
 Roncolata spoke on a variety 
of  passages in Gaudium et Spes, 

including the following: The 
church has a duty in every age 
to examine the signs of  the times 
and interpret them in light of  the 
Gospel. 
 “This is absolutely profound 
because it is shifting the meth-
odology of  the church,” he said. 
Rather than looking back, the 
church is now calling people to 
begin by reading the signs of  the 
times.
 “We are beginning with the 
experience of  women and men 
in the world and out of  that ex-
perience we are going to speak in 
dialogue. That is in a sense what I 

see as one of  the most signifi cant 
pieces of  this document.”
 Roncolata pointed out that 
Gaudium et Spes is fi lled with ques-
tions. 
 “I was amazed to think about 
that because questions are part of  
the process of  being in authentic 
dialogue. I don’t have all the an-
swers and you don’t have all the 
answers but together in dialogue 
we ask each other questions and 
we can get somewhere,” he said. 
  During the second half  of  the 

evening, audience members were 
invited to review several passages 
of  the document and share their 
thoughts within small groups. 
Roncolata then moderated an 
audience-wide discussion based 
on those conversations.
  A third and fi nal Year of  Faith 
presentation, featuring Dr. Doris 
Donnelly, professor and director 
of  the Cardinal Suenens Cen-
ter at John Carroll University in 
Clarion, is planned for Nov. 5 at 
Gannon University.

Photo by Anne-Marie Welsh
Dr. David Roncolata moderated 
a discussion among attendees at 
the Year of Faith speaker series. 
Among those participating were 
Sister Rosemary O’Brien, SSJ, 
below, left, as well as Abby Badach 
and Jessie Badach Hubert.



All parishes, missions, schools and 
groups are encouraged to choose a 
correspondent who can regularly e-mail 
news items to “Around the Erie Diocese” 
at mailto:FaithLife@ErieRCD.org
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HOUSE  
SATURDAY, APRIL 13

Find out more and register for Spring Open 
House by visiting www.gannon.edu/events or 
calling 1-800-GANNON-U today!

Retreat for Priests:  “Made Holy by Our Shared Ministry” 

Presented by Fr. Ron Knott, St. Meinrads Seminary and 
School of Theology, founder of the Institute for Priests and 

Presbyterates 

Presentations include spiritual leadership of priests, stages in spir-
itual growth, influencing people to move to deeper discipleship, 
the scandal of the Presbyteral polarization, what is required of 

priests and of others for building Presbyteral unity.  Registration 
from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday.  Retreat will end after 

lunch on Friday. 

Offering of $350 
Call 315-446-2680 for reserva ons, 
email us at ctkretreat@syrdio.org 
or signup on our website at:  
www.ctkretreat.com 

500 Brookford Rd. 
 Syracuse, NY  13224 

Retreat for Priests 
May 28-31 

“Made Holy by Our Shared Ministry” 
Presented by Fr. Ron Knott,  

St. Meinrads Seminary and School of Theology,  
founder of the Institute for Priests and Presbyterates 

Imagine the impact on a diocese if all priests worked  
together as a team in offering spiritual leadership to the 
People of God. Presentations include spiritual leadership 
of priests, stages in spiritual growth, influencing people  
to move to deeper discipleship, the scandal of Presbyteral 
unity. Registration from 9-10:00 a.m. on Tuesday.  
Retreat ends after lunch on Friday.  
 
Offering: $350 RESERVATIONS 

Call 315-446-2680, email 
ctkrtreat@syrdio.org or on our 
website www.ctkretreat.com 

500 Brookford Rd., Syracuse, NY 

 KANE — Saint Callistus re-
ligious education students in the 
junior and senior classes learned 
about the works of  mercy during 
Lent. The entire parish benefi ted 
from the experience as they were 
encouraged to donate items the 
teens collected at Masses each 
Sunday  to help them “clothe the 
naked, feed the hungry and visit 
the sick.”  
 Pictured, left to right are, row 
1: Brennan Schultz, Nathan Pe-
terson, Joe Stanko and Garrett 
Walters. Row 2: Sara Carlson, 
Isaiah Holt, Dominic Cart-
wright, Reana Smith, Nicole 
Buhl and Hannah Buhl. Row 3: 
Emily Feikls, Kendra Udovach, 
Angela Cecchetti, McKenna En-

 ERIE — The late Bill Jones, 
who coached the Blessed Sacra-
ment swim team for over 35 years, 
made a tremendous impact on the 
school’s many alumni and stu-
dents over the years. In response, 
for the second year in a row, the 
school’s swimmers have paid 
tribute to the legendary leader 
through the “Swim a Mile for Bill 
Jones” event. His wife Jeanne, 
daughter Colleen and son Kevin 
were present to accept the team’s 
donation of  $1689. The money 
was donated to the Advancement 
Committee and will be distribut-
ed in the form of  fi nancial aid to 
school families.
 Photo, back row, left to right: 
Kevin Jones, Colleen Jones 
Strain, Coach Don Meyer, Ad-
vancement Director Lisa Keat-
ing, Principal Sheri Kurczewski, 
and top fundraisers Julia Kre-
idinger, Rachel Kaveney and 
Katy Rose.

Blessed Sacrament swims for Bill

Villa Maria Elementary implements language program
 ERIE — Villa Maria Elemen-
tary School in Erie recently 
implemented the Rosetta Stone 
language-learning program for 
grades K-8.  
 Kindergarten and 1st grade 
students are studying Spanish and 
students in 2nd and 3rd grade are 
learning Mandarin. Students in 
grades 5-8 have the opportunity to 
choose any language they would 
like to study. They can choose 
from more than 25 languages 
including Russian, Japanese, 
Italian, Spanish, Greek, Hindi, 
Dutch and Vietnamese. 
 “Rosetta Stone has given us 
the amazing opportunity to pro-
vide our students with foreign 
language development in a way 
that we could never have provided 
before,” said VME Principal Da-
mon Finazzo. “We believe that 
exposing our students to foreign 
language development at the el-

Students from two schools advance in PJAS competition
Immaculate Conception School, Clarion

St. Michael School, Greenville
 GREENVILLE — Eight stu-
dents from St. Michael School 
will compete in the state com-
petition of  PJAS (Pennsylvania 
Junior Academy of  Science)  at 
Penn State,  May 12-14. In order 
to qualify, each student presented 
a science project to a panel of  
judges, explaining why they chose 
the topic, their hypothesis, the 
outcome of  their trials and wheth-
er the experiment supported or 
disproved their hypothesis. The 
months-long project by students 
in grades 7 and 8 under the direc-
tion of  Staci Beckman prepared 
them for the preliminary compe-
tition at Slippery Rock University 
in February.
 Pictured left to right: Ed 
Cianci, Anna-Marie Berger, Ra-
chel Micsky, Saral DelMaramo 
and Staci Beckman. Second row:  
Abram Shannon, John  Cianci, 
Matt Mathias and Kathy Wil-
liams.

ementary school level gives our 
students an advantage in partici-
pating fully in our multi-cultural 
society.” 
 The Rosetta Stone program 

mimics language immersion, us-
ing a combination of  images, text 
and sound, with diffi culty levels 
increasing as each student pro-
gresses.

 CLARION — On Sat., Feb. 23, 
7th and 8th grade students of  Im-
maculate Conception School trav-
elled to Slippery Rock University 
with their science teacher, Lauren 
Satkowski, for the annual PJAS 
competition. Each of  the students 
designed, conducted and present-
ed the results of  their experiments 
to a panel of  judges.  Nine of  the 
students earned a fi rst-place award 
and fi ve earned a second-place 
award. Student winner, Zakary 
Bauer earned a perfect score for 
his presentation, garnering a spe-
cial award in addition to his fi rst 
place award. The students who 
earned fi rst-place awards will join 
students from around Pennsylva-
nia to compete at Penn State in 

May. Front row, left to right: 6th 
grade student techs Ali Troese 
and Laryssa Bauer. Second row 
from left: Alec Shreffl er, Daniel 
Brooker, Kaden Bauer, Jennifer 
Kerle, Gabby Weaver, Eugenia 

Barboza and Noah Cole. Third 
row from left: Oscar Suzuki, 
Jacob Selker, Zakary Bauer, 
Catherine Buchanan, Marissa 
Senard, Courtney Reiner and 
Claire Eckert. 

Works of Mercy taught in Kane

nis, Sadie Tunall, Adam Sicher, 
Madison Bizzak, Halle Saf, 

Olivia Blackmore and Laurel 
West. 

   “Knight”Out
           Saturday, April 27 

              6:00-11:00 p.m.
Sacred Heart Auditorium, 25th and Liberty Streets

Donation: $10 per person
      Tickets available at the door or 
          in advance at the rectory. 

$1,000 in Cash Prizes
$50 Hourly Drawings 

Food, fun and refreshments!

Council #11818 Sacred Heart

Tours to Italy
See the best of 
Italy and the 
town of your 

family roots in 
Abruzzo, Puglia, 
Calabria, Sicily, 

etc.

Customized tours for 
churches, clubs, seniors, 
family groups are also 
our specialty.

Call 1-800-829-2201
email: italiantours@aol.com
www.italianheritagetours.com
Doing tours for 35 years!


