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Editor’s note: Beginning 
this issue, FaithLife will pres-
ent a series of  stories leading up 
to Pope Benedict XVI’s apostolic 
visit to the United States in April. 
For more information about 
the pope’s trip to the U.S., 
visit www.uspapalvisit.
org. 

WASHINGTON 
— What kind of  Cath-
olic Church will Pope 
Benedict XVI find when 
he arrives in the United States 
in April? How similar or differ-
ent will it be from the U.S. church 
community that greeted Pope 
John Paul II on his first papal visit 
in 1979 or his last trip to the U.S. 
in 1999? 

Scholars and experts contact-
ed by Catholic News Service at 
Catholic universities around the 
country did not always agree on 
the answers to those questions, 
but several themes emerged. 

They saw a church dealing 
with parish consolidations or clos-
ings and a declining availability 
of  priests, but also experiencing a 
new vibrancy in lay ecclesial min-
istry. They saw what one called “a 
chastened church” after the clergy 
sex abuse scandal but a church 
that has learned important lessons 
about accountability. And they 
saw a church already more than 
one-third Hispanic and still learn-
ing how to adapt to the realties of  
multiculturalism. 

There’s no doubt that the 

United States Pope Benedict will 
visit has more Catholics than the 
country to which Pope John Paul 
came in 1979 or 1999. 
 The Catholic population in the 
50 states was less than 50 million 
in 1979 but grew to more than 59 
million in 1999 and 64.4 million 
today, according to the Official 
Catholic Directory. That growth 
has roughly mirrored the rise in 
total U.S. population, from 218.6 
million in 1979 to 232.4 million in 
1999 and 300.7 million in 2007. 
 The number of  U.S. parishes 
has remained relatively steady 
over those years, with 18,695 
parishes in 1979, a slight rise to 
19,186 in 1999 and a drop back 
down to 18,642 last year. But the 
number of  diocesan and religious-
order priests serving U.S. Catho-
lics has sharply declined, from 
58,430 in 1979 to 46,355 in 1999 
and 41,446 in 2007. 
 Alan Schreck, chairman of  the 
theology department at the Fran-

ciscan University of  Steubenville 
in Ohio, said the alarming drop in 
the number of  priests also has had 
a happy consequence in the rising 
number of  Catholic laypeople in-
volved in church ministries. 

At Franciscan University 
alone, there are more than 500 
undergraduate theology students, 
“the vast majority of  them lay-
people,” he said, and more than 
100 graduate each year with the 
training once given only to clergy. 

Schreck believes Pope Benedict 
will find “a greater maturity, a 
greater sense of  direction and mis-
sion” among American Catholics 
today than Pope John Paul did 28 
years ago. 

“For me, the most positive 
thing in 2008 is that laypeople are 
immensely more aware of  their re-
sponsibility for the church present 
and future,” said Paul Lakeland, 
director of  the Center for Catho-
lic Studies at Fairfield University 
in Connecticut. 

Lakeland said the clergy sex 
abuse crisis had one positive re-
sult: It convinced Catholics that 
“we need to have more of  a voice 
in our church.” 

“It didn’t matter if  you were 
on the left or the right,” he added. 
“You were equally scandalized.” 

Michael O’Keeffe, a theology 

By Carol Zimmerman 
Catholic News Service 

 WASHINGTON — According 
to a new study on the religious af-
filiation of  U.S. adults, 28 percent 
of  Americans have either changed 
religious affiliations or claim no 
formal religion at all. 
 The study also shows the Cath-
olic Church has been hardest hit 
by these shifts, but that the influx 
of  Catholic immigrants has offset 
the loss. So, the percentage of  the 
adult population that identifies 
itself  as Catholic has held fairly 
steady at around 25 percent, it 
says. 
 The 148-page study, “U.S. Re-
ligious Landscape Survey,” was 
conducted by the Pew Forum on 
Religion & Public Life and based 
on interviews with 35,000 adults 
last year.  Its findings, released 
Feb. 25, show that roughly 10 per-
cent of  all Americans are former 
Catholics. Almost half  of  these 
former Catholics joined Protes-
tant denominations, while about 
half  do not have a religious affilia-
tion and a small percentage chose 
other faiths. 
 “If  everyone raised Catholic 
stayed (with their religious af-
filiation), Catholics would be 
one-third of  the population,” said 
John Green, a senior research fel-
low and a principal author of  the 
study.  Jesuit Father Allan 
Figueroa Deck, executive director 
of  the U.S. bishops’ Secretariat of  
Cultural Diversity in the Church, 
said that the trend of  adult Catho-
lics leaving the church points to 

Drop in number of U.S. Catholics 
offset by new immigrants, study says

the “lack of  a more vigorous en-
gagement” with the church’s di-
verse membership. 

“We can’t sit on our laurels,” 
he said, stressing the need to pro-
mote lay leaders, encourage voca-
tions and also think of  creative 
ways to evangelize and reach out 
to members. 

The margin of  error for the 
total sample surveyed is plus or 
minus 0.6 percentage points. 

In a Feb. 25 teleconference 
with reporters, Green attributed 

the shifts in religious affiliation to 
“lifecycle effects,” or the changes 
young people make when they 
are on their own. He also said 
the changes in religious affilia-
tion could be explained in part by 
the diversity of  today’s American 
society where there are “a greater 
number of  options.”  
 The Catholic Church was not 
the only religious affiliation to 
lose members. Study researchers 

U.S. Catholics
Select demographics from a recent survey on religion in America
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Based on the responses of 8,054 self-identifi ed Catholics from a larger survey of more than 35,000 randomly-selected adults
conducted May 8-Aug. 13, 2007. For the Catholic group, the margin of sampling error is plus or minus 1.5 percentage points.
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By Jason Koshinskie 
FaithLife editor

 The Chrism Mass is one of  the 
most solemn and significant liturgies 
on the church calendar. 
 During the annual Mass, tradition-
ally celebrated on Holy Thursday, 
the local bishop will bless the sacred 
oils  and consecrate the chrism used 
throughout the diocese for the entire 
year. Also, each priest in the diocese 
is invited to attend to renew his com-
mitment of  service and to receive the 
support and prayers of  the people. 
 The Mass date may also be moved 
to another day during Holy Week to 
accommodate priests and attendees. 
 In recent years, the Chrism Mass 
has been celebrated at different 
churches throughout the diocese. 
This year, St. Leo Magnus Parish in 
Ridgway will host the Chrism Mass 
on Monday, March 17 at 4 p.m. 
 “The folks in Ridgway are really 
excited and honored that the Chrism 
Mass is here,” said Father Ted Mar-
coni, pastor of  St. Leo. “I think it’s 
really important that the diocese has 
a relationship with them and they 
have a relationship with the diocese. 

St. Leo Magnus in Ridgway to host Chrism Mass
The bishop and all these priests are 
going to be here. It says, here is the 
diocese and you are part of  the dio-
cese. That’s the exciting part.”
 During the Mass, Bishop Donald 
Trautman will bless the oil of  cat-
echumens (used for adult catechu-
mens and infants) and the oil of  the 
sick (used in anointing the sick) and 
consecrate the oil of  chrism (used for 
the sacraments of  baptism, confirma-
tion and the ordination of  priests and 
for the consecration of  altars). 
 Prior to the blessing, area nurses 
will process down the main aisle 
with the oil of  the infirm. Confirma-
tion students will bring up the sacred 
chrism and the oil of  the catechumen 
will be brought up by local RCIA par-
ticipants. Music for the liturgy will be 
provided by musicians from the St. 
Marys Deanery. 
 Many of  the priests of  the diocese 
will gather to concelebrate Mass with 
the bishop. The emphasis at this Mass 
in on the sacramental ministry of  the 
priesthood and of  “the communion 
of  the priests with their bishop in 
the same priesthood and ministry of  
Christ.” (Paschales Solemnitatis, 35). 
Also, the oils from this Mass are then 

brought back to each parish in the di-
ocese for use in celebrating the sacra-
ments throughout the coming year. 
 “I think that’s what everyone’s ex-
cited about: being part of  something 
that’s bigger than them or bigger than 
the parish,” Father Marconi said. 
“The other piece that’s really big is 
educating people on what it is. Kids 
in religious ed and the school kids are 

getting involved and learning about 
the faith.”
 The Chrism Mass will also mark 
the completion of  the church’s build-
ing project. After digging and con-
struction began in September, the 
church now has an indoor handicap 
ramp, an elevator to the second floor 
social hall and a large gathering space 
in the shape of  an octagon. 

Bishop Donald Trautman blesses the sacred chrism oil during the 2005 
Chrism Mass at St. Callistas Parish in Kane.

By Jason Koshinskie 
FaithLife editor

Since the chapel devotion 
of  St. Francis of  Assisi and 
the medieval period through 
today, the Stations of  the 
Cross have helped the faithful 
make a spiritual pilgrimage 
through Christ’s final hours 
by depicting some of  the 
main scenes of  his passion. 

For Bill Mathie and Dean 
Vrobel, they want to help 
people observing the popular 
devotion at Our Lady of  the 
Lake Parish in Edinboro have 

Artists
collaborate
on OLOL 
Stations of 
the Cross

a more intimate experience. 
Mathie, an Edinboro Uni-

versity art professor and 

parishioner, and Vrobel, a 
Union City artist, have com-
bined their efforts to craft 14 

hand-made mosaics as the 
new Stations of  the Cross 
for the church. The pair has 

been hanging two each week 
during Lent with the goal of  
having all the stations hung by 
Good Friday. 

The project began almost a 
year ago, shortly after the par-
ish’s new church was dedicat-
ed on March 31, 2007, a vigil 
Mass for Palm Sunday. Ma-
thie has provided Vrobel with 
sketches for each station. Vro-
bel then re-draws the sketch 
on a 12-inch by 18-inch piece 
of  wood before beginning the 
mosaic. 

“Bill’s drawings are amaz-
ing,” Vrobel said. “I’m basi-

Artist Dean Vrobel works on the Stations of the Cross for Our Lady of the Lake Parish at his 
Union City studio. It takes Vrobel approxiamately 60 hours to complete each station.

‘Lessons in LOVE ’

*Feast day transfers
FROM THE DIOCESAN LENTEN REGU-

LATIONS: All feast days of  the saints are omitted 
every year from Palm Sunday to the conclusion of  
the Easter Octave. Therefore, in order to provide for 
their celebration during the year 2008, the liturgical 
observance of  the Solemnity of  St. Joseph is moved 
to March 15, of  the Solemnity of  the Annunciation 
is moved to March 31 and of  the Feast of  St. Patrick 
(diocesan patron) is moved to March 13.

Lenten calendar at www.ErieRCD.org
For a printable Lenten calendar, visit the Erie 

Diocese’s official Web site at www.ErieRCD.org. 
Sponsored by Catholic Charities’ Office of  Parish 
Social Ministry/Respect Life, the calendar provides 
a Scripture verse, reflection and activity suggestion 
for each day of  Lent. 

The official Lenten regulations from Bishop 
Donald Trautman are available on the Web site, as 
well.

National collection for the Holy Land 
– March 21 (Good Friday)

Every year on Good Friday, parishes and other 
communities throughout the world take part in a 
collection for the Holy Land in order to assist those 
Christians living in the Holy Land in the midst of  
what are often very difficult situations. 

Proceeds from last year’s collection assisted with 
the maintenance of  the holy places at Bethlehem, 
Cana, Jerusalem, Jaffa and Nazareth. This annual 
collection provides much needed funds for activities 
on behalf  of  youth, families, education and housing 
for the poor, among others.

March 13 St. Patrick * (see below)
March 15 St. Joseph* (see below)
March 16 Palm Sunday of  the

Lord’s Passion
March 20 Holy Thursday
March 21 Good Friday
March 22 Holy Saturday (Easter Vigil)
March 23 Easter Sunday 

(Resurrection of  the Lord)



By the Way...

FaithLife

Jason Koshinskie

POPE, from page 1

IN THE U.S.

All the punditry about religion in this 
year’s presidential election seems to be 
about evangelical Republicans. In this year’s 
lively primary election season, there has been 
little attention to Catholics as a voting bloc — 
at least not in the mainstream news media. 
There are, however, some trends apparent in 
how Catholics are voting. According to exit 
polling, Sen. Hillary Clinton of  New York has 
been getting a 
majority of  the 
votes of  Cath-
olics in nearly 
every Demo-
cratic primary, 
no matter who 
won. Only in 
Louisiana and 
Georgia did 
Sen. Barack 
Obama of  Illinois get more votes from Catho-
lics than Clinton did. In his home state of  Il-
linois, which he won with 65 percent of  the 
vote, Obama took only 48 percent of  the votes 
of  Catholics, to Clinton’s 50 percent. Even in 
states such as Maryland, where Obama took 
60 percent of  the vote, Clinton was supported 
by a majority of  Catholic Democrats. In Wis-
consin, according to a CNN Democratic exit 
poll, Clinton and Obama just about split the 
overall Catholic vote, 50 percent and 48 per-
cent, respectively.

Eliminating much of the world’s worst 
poverty within a decade would become a 
principle of  U.S. foreign policy for the first time 
under a Catholic-led legislative push gathering 
force with a growing interfaith alliance. Nearly 
40 representatives from Christian, Jewish and 
Muslim faiths, among other religions, met at 
the University of  San Francisco Feb. 20 in 
an effort to broaden the ranks of  members of  
faith communities involved in the campaign. 
Leaders said they are trying to build the cam-
paign to full strength by May to push the U.S. 
Senate to pass the Global Poverty Act of  2007 

this summer. The U.S. House passed the bill 
Sept. 25. The meeting was organized by the 
Lane Center for Catholic Studies and Social 
Thought at the Jesuit-run University San 
Francisco. The bill, if  signed into law, would 
require the president to implement a compre-
hensive strategy to promote the elimination 
of  global poverty as a foreign policy goal.

AROUND THE WORLD

New figures on vocations published 
in the 2008 Irish Catholic Directory in-
dicate how quickly the country is headed to-
ward a major shortage of  priests. According 
to the directory, the country lost 160 priests 
last year  — mostly because of  death in old 
age — and had only nine new ordinations. 
Currently there are about 4,750 priests in Ire-
land but, if  current trends continue, by 2028 
Ireland will have fewer than 1,500 priests. 
“It’s a trend that priests would have known 
about for some time,” said Father Eamonn 
Bourke, Dublin diocesan vocations director. 
“But many laypeople are only beginning to 
become aware of  the implications and the 
dramatic effect that the fall in vocations will 
have. It will mean parish amalgamations, it 
will mean some parishes not having daily 
Masses and it will probably mean some par-
ishes not having a Mass every Sunday,” he 
said. “Couples will not be able to get married 
on their own — it’s more likely that they will 
make their wedding vows with at least an-
other couple sharing the ceremony. The same 
will apply to funeral Masses.”

Catholics and Muslims must learn 
more about each other’s religions if 
they want to get along better, said the 
Vatican ambassador in Egypt and former 
president of  the Pontifical Council for Interre-
ligious Dialogue. “Rather than just knowing 
persons, we must know their religion more 
deeply in order to understand the people,” 
Archbishop Michael Fitzgerald told Vatican 
Radio. The archbishop was interviewed Feb. 
24, the evening before the annual Catholic-
Muslim dialogue meeting of  Vatican rep-
resentatives with representatives of  Cairo’s 
al-Azhar University. “We know that among 
Muslims and Christians there are common 
points, although certainly not a common 
faith in Christ,” Archbishop Fitzgerald said. 
“We must respect the differences while trying 
to find spheres in which it would be possible 
to collaborate and help one another.” The 
dialogue with the university, a point of  ref-
erence for many Muslims around the world, 
was marking its 10th annual session. 

PEOPLE OF FAITH

Six U.S. bishops have been named 
as delegates or alternates to the October 
world Synod of  Bishops that focuses on the 
Bible. Among the delegates are the president 
and vice president of  the U.S. Conference of  
Catholic Bishops, Cardinal Francis E. George 
of  Chicago and Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas of  
Tucson, Ariz., respectively. The other two 
delegates are Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of  
Galveston-Houston and Archbishop Donald 
W. Wuerl of  Washington. Bishop William S. 
Skylstad of  Spokane, Wash., the immediate 
past USCCB president, has been named as 
an alternate, as has Cardinal Justin Rigali 
of  Philadelphia. The U.S. delegates and al-
ternates were elected by the bishops’ confer-
ence and ratified by the pope; their names 
were released in February. The theme of  the 
synod, scheduled for Oct. 5-26, will be “The 
Word of  God in the Life and Mission of  the 
Church.” 

St. Patrick’s Cathedral in Dublin, Ireland
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238 South Main St.
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Italy Career Opportunity Available with 
the Knights of Columbus: Looking for a 
practical Catholic man who has some sales experience, an
outgoing personality, is trustworthy, competitive, and is 
looking for a career serving brother knights and their families.  
(Must have a good job history.)  Position includes group life, 
medical insurance, unlimited earning potential, 
plus a pension plan and 401K.
 Contact: Arthur Ardire CSA FICF
 Phone Number: (814) 375-1205
 E-mail: Arthur.ardire@kofc.org
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   for all your celebration needs.

420 E 26th St, Erie, PA 16504
814.455.8094, www.hofmannserie.com
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a means to
deepen

Almsgiving

Pope Benedict XVI’s message for Lent

        our Christian
VOCATION

Editor’s note: Here is the third and 
final part of  the Vatican text of  Pope 
Benedict XVI’s message for Lent.. 

Dear brothers and sisters!

Almsgiving teaches us the 
generosity of  love. St. Joseph 
Benedict Cottolengo forthrightly 
recommends: “Never keep an ac-
count of  the coins you give, since 
this is what I always say: if, in 
giving alms, the left hand is not 
to know what the right hand is 
doing, then the right hand, too, 
should not know what it does it-
self ” (Detti e pensieri, Edilibri, n. 
201). 

In this regard, all the more sig-
nificant is the Gospel story of  the 
widow who, out of  her poverty, 
cast into the temple treasury “all 
she had to live on” (Mk 12,44). 
Her tiny and insignificant coin 
becomes an eloquent symbol: this 
widow gives to God not out of  
her abundance, not so much what 
she has, but what she is. Her en-
tire self.

We find this moving passage 
inserted in the description of  the 

days that immediately precede 
Jesus’ passion and death, who, 
as St. Paul writes, made himself  
poor to enrich us out of  his pov-
erty (cf. 2 Cor 8,9); He gave his en-
tire self  for us. Lent, also through 
the practice of  almsgiving, in-
spires us to follow his example. In 
his school, we can learn to make 
of  our lives a total gift; imitating 
him, we are able to make our-
selves available, not so much in 
giving a part of  what we possess, 
but our very selves. 
 Cannot the entire Gospel be 
summarized perhaps in the one 
commandment of  love? The 
Lenten practice of  almsgiving 
thus becomes a means to deepen 
our Christian vocation. In gra-
tuitously offering himself, the 
Christian bears witness that it is 
love and not material richness 
that determines the laws of  his 
existence. Love, then, gives alms-
giving its value; it inspires various 
forms of  giving, according to the 
possibilities and conditions of  
each person.
 Dear brothers and sisters, Lent 
invites us to “train ourselves” spir-

itually, also through the practice 
of  almsgiving, in order to grow in 
charity and recognize in the poor 
Christ himself. In the Acts of  the 
Apostles, we read that the Apostle 
Peter said to the cripple who was 
begging alms at the Temple gate: 
“I have no silver or gold, but what 
I have I give you; in the name of  
Jesus Christ the Nazarene, walk” 
(Acts 3,6). 

In giving alms, we offer some-
thing material, a sign of  the great-
er gift that we can impart to oth-
ers through the announcement 
and witness of  Christ, in whose 
name is found true life. Let this 
time, then, be marked by a per-
sonal and community effort of  
attachment to Christ in order that 
we may be witnesses of  His love. 

May Mary, mother and faithful 
servant of  the Lord, help believers 
to enter the “spiritual battle” of  
Lent, armed with prayer, fasting 
and the practice of  almsgiving, 
so as to arrive at the celebration 
of  the Easter feasts, renewed in 
spirit. With these wishes, I will-
ingly impart to all my apostolic 
blessing. 

In U.S. pope will find multicultural 
church marked by stronger laity

U.S. Church
A look at some key fi gures on the U.S. Catholic Church 
as it prepares for a visit by Pope Benedict XVI
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professor at St. Xavier University 
in Chicago, said he hopes Pope 
Benedict will acknowledge dur-
ing his visit that the issues raised 
by the sex abuse scandal are not 
over. 

“I believe that the pope would 
be well served by speaking to peo-
ple about this issue and becom-
ing more engaged in helping the 
church to heal,” O’Keeffe said. 

“I might also ask the pope to 
take the time to hear about the 
health of  the American Catholic 
Church, not simply from the bish-
ops, but from the people, especial-
ly those people that feel they have 
been pushed to the margins,” he 
said. 

Charles Zech, professor of  
economics at the business school 
at Villanova University, near 
Philadelphia, and director of  the 
school’s Center for the Study of  
Church Management, said the sex 
abuse scandal brought “pressures 
at all levels to be more transpar-
ent.” 

And the decline in the number 
of  priests led more and more lay-
people to take on “responsibility 
for the things priests and nuns 
used to do,” he said. 

Together, those trends have left 
many laypeople in need of  “the 
skills to run a faith-based non-
profit,” Zech said, adding that the 
2-year-old National Leadership 
Roundtable on Church Manage-
ment is working to fill those gaps. 

Msgr. Kevin Irwin, dean of  the 
school of  theology and religious 
studies at The Catholic University 
of  America in Washington, said 

Pope Benedict will find “a higher 
awareness of  the multicultural 
reality of  the church” than Pope 
John Paul might have seen on any 
of  his U.S. visits. 
 Hispanics now make up an 
estimated 35 percent of  the U.S. 
Catholic population, and more 
than half  of  all U.S. Catholics 
under age 25 are Hispanic or 
Latino. With Mass celebrated in 
more than three dozen languages 
around the United States, “there’s 
lots of  work being done” to pro-
mote multiculturalism, “and more 
that needs to be done,” Msgr. Ir-
win said. 
 Eileen C. Burke-Sullivan, di-
rector of  the master’s program 
in ministry at Creighton Univer-
sity in Omaha, Neb., said she 
has heard little advance publicity 
about the upcoming papal trip, in 
sharp contrast to Pope John Paul’s 
1979 visit, “which stirred enthusi-
asm and excitement all over the 

country but especially here in the 
heartland.” 

“It strikes me that the gap be-
tween the bishops and ordinary 
Catholics has so widened in this 
country that even if  the bishops 
are excited about Benedict’s com-
ing they are not in a position to 
stir up the energy of  lay Catholics 
to care a great deal,” she said. 

Although there are some ex-
ceptions to “this enduring mal-
aise,” Burke-Sullivan said, most 
U.S. Catholics today are “willing 
to work on their own faith, be loy-
al to their own local clergy if  they 
feel attended to by them,” and 
are “somewhat uncaring about 
the universal expression of  the 
church.” 

Schreck hopes Pope Benedict 
will inspire “a revitalization” that 
will help American Catholics re-
sist “the increasing pressure to-
ward secularization, to be part of  
the mass culture.” 

Sister Kathleen Erickson, RSM, a 
longtime advocate for just immigration 
policy and border issues, will receive 
this year’s Archbishop Oscar Romero 
Award from Mercyhurst College. She’ll 
visit Erie on March 18 to accept the 
award and to deliver a lecture on “The 
Spiritual Challenge of  Immigration.”
Her talk begins at 8:15 p.m. in Mercy-
hurst’s Mercy Heritage Room and is free 
and open to the public.

Sister Kathleen has spent the last 15 
years working near the U.S./Mexico 
border, as well as traveling and studying in Latin America.
She is co-founder and former director of  the Women’s Intercul-
tural Center in Anthony, N.M., a rural community near the U.S./
Mexico border that’s one of  the most economically impoverished 
areas in the United States.

The newly formed Warren County chapter of  the Pennsylva-
nia Pro-Life Federation had its first meeting on March 4 at the 
Warren County Public Library. The Warren group is one of  50 
chapters across the commonwealth focusing on the right to life. 
Anyone who would like more information or is interested in be-
ing part of  this group can contact Ryan and Dawn Yost at yost-
srus@verizon.net or visit www.paprolife.org. 

Cardinal Francis George, the archbishop of  Chicago and 
president of  the U.S. Conference of  Catholic Bishops, will be the 
inaugural speaker for a new lecture series in Duquesne Univer-
sity’s McAnulty College and Graduate School of  Liberal Arts. 
As part of  the Richard T. and Marion A. Byrnes Lecture Series, 
the cardinal will present The Importance of  the Catholic Intellectual 
Tradition in the Life of  a Catholic University, the Church and Society 
on Thursday, March 13 at 7 p.m. in the Duquesne Room of  the 
Duquesne Union in Pittsburgh.

The lecture series, which will focus on the Catholic intellectual 
life, was endowed through a $100,000 gift to the McAnulty Col-
lege by an anonymous benefactor. Free and open to the public, the 
cardinal’s lecture will be followed by a reception.

For more information or to register for Cardinal George’s lec-
ture, call 412.396.6388.

The St. Mark Seminary choir, directed by Sister Mary An-
drew Himes, RSM, will combine with the St. Peter Cathedral 
children and adult choirs on Palm Sunday at the cathedral. Ap-
proximately 80 voices will sing for the blessing of  the palms and 
procession for the 11 a.m. Mass on March 16, celebrated by Bish-
op Donald Trautman. 

Jason Koshinskie is editor of  FaithLife. Contact him at JKoshin-
skie@ErieRCD.org  or 814.824.1171.
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Earn More
Worry Less

Since 1975, Gen-See investors
have done better for 5 great reasons:
• Regular monthly checks • No fees or commissions
• Low minimum initial investment...$5,000 • Term 3, 4 or 5 years
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Gen-See Capital Corporation
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Catholic Services Appeal parish projects
 The 2008 Catholic Services Appeal, “Of  One 
Heart and Mind,” supports the Erie Diocese in 
helping to provide heath and social services, edu-
cation, diocesan administration and pastoral ser-
vices throughout the 13 counties of  northwestern 
Pennsylvania. 
 Parishes also benefit from the appeal. Each 
parish is assessed a financial goal. Once a parish 
reaches its assessment, every dollar pledged over that amount stays 
within the parish for local projects. 
 Last year’s appeal netted $5.8 million in pledges, with $2.27 mil-
lion retained by parishes for parish projects. Over the next several 
issues, FaithLife will take a look at those parish projects by deanery. 

 Warren Deanery 
 Holy Redeemer, Warren

 St. nthony, Shef eld

 St. Elizabeth, Corry
 St. John, Tidioute
 St. Joseph, Warren
 St. Luke, Youngsville

 St. Teresa, Union City

 St. Thomas, Corry

 Our Lady of Fatima, Canadohta Lake

 St. Anthony, Tionesta

Spiritual Formation Opportunity Days
 Spiritual Formation Opportunity Days are being planned for reli-
gious education leaders and youth ministers March 11, 13 and 14 in 
three locations.  
 Tuesday, March 11 – St. Joseph, Force
 Thursday, March 13 – Church of  the Good Shepherd,
 West Middlesex
 Friday, March 14 – Holy Cross, Fairview  
 The theme will be “Finding a Spiritual Center in Today’s Cul-
ture” with Sister Ardath Blake, HM. To download the SFO day bro-
chure or to register, visit the Web site at http://www.eriercd.org/
religiouseducation.asp.

Sisters of Mercy film to premier March 12 
 The public is invited to the premier of  “Meeting of  the Waters,” a 
short film about the Sisters of  Mercy in Erie. The first public show-
ing will be on Wednesday, March 12 at 7 p.m. at St. Mark Catholic 
Center, 429 E. Grandview 
Blvd. in Erie. Admission is 
free and refreshments will fol-
low. 
 “Meeting of  the Waters” 
focuses on the women reli-
gious who made a commit-
ment and why they did it. 
The title is taken from the re-
cent founding of  a new com-
munity by the Sisters of  Mercy in Erie, Buffalo, Pittsburgh, Roches-
ter and the Philippines—the New York, Pennsylvania, Pacific West 
community. 
 The movie is a project of  the Sisters of  Mercy Communications 
Office and Imago Dei Video Productions with the support of  Erie 
Mercy Associates.

28th Good Friday Pilgrimage for Peace
 The 28th annual Good Friday Pilgrimage for Peace, a Lenten 
tradition of  the Benedictine Sisters of  Erie, will take place Friday, 
March 21. 
 “We will explore the social and political agenda of  2008, asking 
‘Will Justice Prevail?’” said Sister Marlene Bertke, OSB. 
 The annual pilgrimage will begin at St. Peter Cathedral, West 
10th and Sassafras streets in Erie, at 10:30 a.m. The procession from 
station to station is made in silence. Pilgrims will proceed to the fol-
lowing Stations with these themes:

Station 1 St. Peter Cathedral: general overview
Station 2 Community Health Net, 12th and State streets:
 health care
Station 3 Emmaus Soup Kitchen, 218 E. 11th St.: poverty and 
 hunger
Station 4 National Guard Armory, East Sixth and Parade streets: 
 war and violence
Station 5 Former Hammermill site, 1446 East Lake Road:
 environmental issues
Station 6 John Horan Apartments, East Lake Road and Franklin 
 Avenue: immigration
Station 7 Partners Tavern, 4712 East Lake Road: continuing
 gender inequality
Station 8 Klein Elementary School, 5325 East Lake Road: 
 education
Station 9 Mount St. Benedict Monastery, 6101 East Lake Road: 
 civic responsibility

 All are invited to the traditional Lenten prayer of  Tenebrae in the 
chapel at Mount St. Benedict Monastery at 9 a.m. Buses will leave 
the Mount at 10 a.m. to go to the first station.

Benedictine art show runs through April 6
 The opening reception of  the annual Benedictine Sisters of  Erie 
Spring Art Show was held March 2 in the Chapter 57 Gallery at 
Mount St. Benedict Monastery, 6101 East Lake Road, Erie.
 This annual show celebrates Women’s History Month by show-
casing the artwork of  Benedictine Sisters, Oblates and women; the 
show will continue through 
April 6. This year’s theme is 
“Reflection.”
 Sister Margaret Ann 
Pilewski, OSB, said this 
year’s show will be a unique 
collection of  various pieces 
of  art which will open up 
to us what these particular 
women reflect about. Gal-
lery hours are Sundays 11 
a.m.-noon, and weekdays, 3-5 p.m. 
 Sister Margaret Ann is the art director for the Inner-City Neigh-
borhood Art House in Erie and the manager of  Chapter 57, the 
fine arts gift shop at Mount St. Benedict. She works in photography, 
ceramics and stained glass. 
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Catholic Population

Drop in number of U.S. 
Catholics offset by new 
immigrants, study says

said they found an overall fluidity 
of  religious affiliation. 
 Baptists experienced a net loss 
of  3.7 percent and Methodists 
lost 2.1 percent. Figures relating 
to the Catholic Church show that 
31.4 percent 
of  adults in 
the United 
States said 
they were 
raised Cath-
olic while 
only 23.9 
percent of  
them iden-
tify with the 
Catholic Church today, giving the 
church a net loss of  7.5 percent. 
 “Everybody in this country 
is losing members; everybody 
is gaining members,” said Luis 
Lugo, director of  the Pew Forum 
on Religion & Public Life, during 
the teleconference. 
 “It is a very competitive mar-
ketplace and if  you rest on your 
laurels, you’re going to be his-
tory,” he added. 
 The survey, conducted through 
phone interviews from May to 
August 2007, asked respondents 
more than 40 questions, including 

what faith they were raised in and 
what they currently practice. Ac-
cording to the responses, 78.4 per-
cent of  Americans are Christians, 
about 5 percent belong to other 
faith traditions and 16.1 percent 
are unaffiliated with any religion, 
which the survey described as the 
fastest-growing religious category 

in Ameri-
ca. 
 T h e 
r e s p o n -
dents who 
said they 
were not 
a f f i l i a t e d 
with any 
par ticular 
faith today 

are more than double the number 
who said they weren’t affiliated 
with any particular religion as 
children. Among Americans ages 
18-29, one-quarter say they are 
not currently affiliated with any 
particular religion. 
 The survey’s researchers said 
the study also confirms that the 
United States is “on the verge of  
becoming a minority Protestant 
country.” 
 Although roughly 51 percent of  
Americans said they are members 
of  Protestant denominations, the 
study points to “significant inter-

nal diversity and fragmentation” 
among Protestants where “hun-
dreds of  different denominations 
(are) loosely grouped around 
three fairly distinct religious tra-
ditions -- evangelical Protestant 
churches, mainline Protestant 
churches and historically black 
Protestant churches.” 
 In examining the data for the 
Catholic Church, the researchers 
said the increase in Latin Ameri-
can members projects not only a 
future trend for the makeup of  
American Catholicism, but for 
the United States as a whole. 
 According to the survey, Lati-
nos already account for roughly 
one in three adult Catholics over-
all and may account for an even 
larger share of  U.S. Catholics in 
the future. It said Latinos repre-
sent roughly one in eight U.S. 

Catholics age 70 and older and ac-
count for nearly half  of  all Catho-
lics ages 18-29. 
 The study also shows that Mus-
lims, roughly two-thirds of  whom 
are immigrants, now account for 
roughly 0.6 percent of  the U.S. 
adult population; and Hindus, 
more than eight in 10 of  whom 
are foreign-born, now account for 
approximately 0.4 percent of  the 
population.
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cally executing his idea.” 
 It takes Vrobel approximately 
60 hours to complete a station. 
Using art glass, he scores and cuts 
each piece to the desired size then 
articulately attaches it by hand 
with an adhesive to the wood. 
 “It’s such a meaningful proj-
ect,” Vrobel said. “Most of  the 
work that I normally do is furni-
ture, and I get such a sense of  sat-
isfaction out of  doing meaningful 
work. It gives me great pleasure 
to be involved in something like 
this.”
 Vrobel, who is a Christian, 
said he very much appreciates 
anything that will enable people 
to understand the Stations of  the 
Cross. 
 “They’re lessons in love, liter-
ally, I believe that enable us to fol-
low Christ’s example,” he said. 
 Mathie, who also designed the 
church’s baptismal font, said his 
goal was to bring the viewer into 
the piece to feel like they’re closer 
to the event. 
 “I wanted them to seem more 
intimate and human than most 
that I’ve seen,” he said. “In most 
stations, it seems like you’re com-
pelled to tell the whole story. I 
think people doing the Stations of  
the Cross already know the story. 
I wanted each station to capture 
what I thought was supposed to 
be the mood of  that scene. I tried 
to make them more human where 
you don’t feel so removed from 
them.”
 Mathie said stations can some-
times feel like an event that hap-

pened a long time ago. 
 “But we’re celebrating Christ 
alive today,” he said. “When we 
go through the stations, I think 
we’re relating Christ’s passion to 
our lives now and not just as this 
thing that happened a long time 
ago.”
 Mathie sketched his drawing 
from ideas along with photo-
graphic references. Some of  the 
faces in the mosaics may seem 
vaguely familiar. Veronica in Sta-
tion 6 is modeled after the face of  
a young Eleanor Roosevelt. One 
of  the women of  Jerusalem from 
Station 8 was taken from a photo 
of  the popular American poet 
Maya Angelo. The other woman 
from Jerusalem pictured in the 

mosaic will be familiar to Our 
Lady of  the Lake parishioners. 
 Frances Miehl was a long-time 
parishioner who dedicated herself  
to the parish, Mathie said. “She 
was a person behind the scenes 
who was always doing something 
for the church and always had a 
smile on her face,” he said. 
 Miehl died prior to the dedica-
tion of  the new church in 2007. 
Her family sponsored the stations 
as a memorial to her. 
 “I thought it would be nice for 
them to see her in the Stations,” 
Mathie said.
 “She was a true disciple,” said 
Annette Mackay, parish secretary. 
“That was her life. It’s a fitting sta-
tion because if  she was alive dur-

STATIONS, from page 1

ing that time, she would have been 
one of  the women who met Jesus 
along the way to Calvary. She was 
a great person and a great friend.”

Bill Mathie (left), an Edinboro University art pro-
fessor and Our Lady of the Lake parishioner, and 
Dean Vrobel, a Union City artist, have combined 
their efforts to craft 14 hand-made mosaics as the 
new Stations of the Cross for the church. Vrobel 

works off of Mathie’s sketches. The stations are 
scheduled to be completed and hung by Good Fri-
day. Local metalsmith Greg Gehner designed the 
frames, along with the giving tree in the church 
lobby.

Artists collaborate on Stations of the Cross

Watch a video
of the making of

the stations at
ErieRCD.org



Tour to Poland:  May 13-22
Visitising Warsaw, Krakow, 

Zakopane, Poznan, Czestochowa, 
Salt mines, River Dunajec Gorge 

For a packet of detailed information: 724-548-7649
Fax: 724-543-2938 / email: padre16201@yahoo.com
Departure from Pittsburgh / Seating is limited.R
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STUMP REMOVAL
Back yards and tight spots are 
our specialty. Small trees and 

shrubs removed.
Ken (814) 474-2195

(814) 397-0384

Sacred Heart 55th Annual 
Spaghetti Dinner

Auditorium, W. 25th and Liberty Streets, Erie

Sunday, March 9
Serving noon-6pm

Directed by: Lorraine Squaglia 

with: Lisa Lopez Zamierowski and Linn Lopez Rater

Savory spaghetti with meatballs, Italian tossed 
salad, bread and butter, dessert and beverage

          
       Adults: $6.00
       Children (6-12): $3.00

       Small Fry (under 6): FREE 

Carryout orders from 
11:30 am (Bring your 
own containers.)

 New Angel Book!
        ...by Diocese of

Erie parishioner!Erie parishioner!EErrie ppaarrishionneer!

Modern Day Miracles
$8.50 plus $2 postage

Lawrence Gavlak
PO Box 72
Kylertown, Pa
�        16847
(814) 345-6391

Tours to Italy
See the best of 
Italy and the 
town of your 

family roots in 
Abruzzo, Puglia, 
Calabria, Sicily, 

etc.

Customized tours for 
churches, clubs, seniors, 
family groups are also 
our specialty.

Call 1-800-829-2201
email: italiantours@aol.com
www.italianheritagetours.com
Doing tours for 30 years!

St. Francis carnival benefits students’ tuition,
medical expenses

 CLEARFIELD — The 8th 
grade religion class at St. Francis 
School in Clearfield recently held 
its annual carnival. Festivities 
included a magic show, movie 
theater, face painting, Nerf  tag, 
a silent auction, pie-in-the-teach-
ers-face contest and T-shirt tie-
dying. 
 The money raised through-
out the afternoon of  fun totaled 
$870.59. Proceeds will go to help 
several families with tuition and 
medical expenses. A donation to 
the 8th grade classroom will also 
be made in the honor of  the St. 
Francis School Class of  2007-08. 
Pictured is this year’s 8th grade 
class.

Seven installed as lectors in deacon program
 ERIE — Seven men were 
installed as lectors in the Erie 
Diocese’s Permanent Diaconate 
Formation Program by Bishop 
Donald Trautman on Feb. 2 in 
the chapel at St. Mark Seminary 
in Erie. 
 Pictured from left to right 
are: Doug Konzel (St. Joseph/
Bread of  Life, Erie); Jim Owens 
(Blessed Sacrament, Erie); Dick 
O’Polka (St. Patrick, Franklin); 
Bishop Trautman; Fred Keck 
(Holy Rosary, Erie); Rick Rue-
berger (St. Anthony, Sharon); 
Dick Brogdon (St. Jude, Erie); 
and Dennis Socash (Ss. Peter 
and Paul, Hawk Run). 
 As lectors, these men are in 
year three of  a five-year program 

St. Joseph’s penny war to benefit Mission of Friendship
LUCINDA — St. Joseph School 

in Lucinda holds a mission collec-
tion each Lent. The school’s proj-
ect this year is to help out the Erie 
Diocese’s Mission of Friendship 
with the Archdiocese of Yucatan, 
Mexico. 

There are several programs co-
ordinated to serve under the Mis-
sion of  Friendship, including the 
Little Friends Day Care Center 
and the Child and Family Spon-
sorship programs, among oth-
ers. The program that St. Joseph 
School has selected to help is the 
New Life Shelter for Girls. At the 
shelter, girls whose family situa-
tions are inadequate live in group 
homes and receive schooling, su-
pervision and care. 

The staff  and children of  St. 
Joseph’s have voted and decided 
on a Grade against Grade Penny 
War. Each grade has a container 
in their classroom for donations. 

Anyone can contribute to any 
grade’s container. At the end of  
each week, each grade will report 
the amount in the cans, along 
with the amount of  pennies and 
other coins and bills. Pennies will 
be counted as positive points and 
the rest will be counted as negative 

St. Marys welcomes Our Lady of Fatima pilgrim statue
 ST. MARYS — The St. Marys 
Apostolate of  Fatima recently 
welcomed the National Pilgrim 
Virgin Statue of  Our Lady of  
Fatima to St. Mary Parish. Pa-
rishioners and members of  the 
apostolate weekly prayer groups 
escorted the statue as it was car-
ried into the church. 
 Pictured are some 14 members 
of  the St. Marys Youth Aposto-
late of  Fatima who participated 
in the event. Twelve-year-old 
Clayton Housler crowned that 
statue of  Our Lady as “Hail Holy 
Queen” was sung by the congre-
gation. Other children carried red 
roses and carnations which they 
placed at the feet of  the statue.

points. The difference between the 
two will be posted along with the 
total dollar amount. The grade 
that has the highest points will be 
declared the next week’s “target.” 
This game of  “go get ’em” will 
continue until the end of  Lent. 
The grade with the final highest 
score will win. 
 The “battle” began on Ash 
Wednesday and will conclude on 
the last school day before Easter. 
 Pictured from left to right are 

students Isaiah Greibel, Drew 
Wrhen, Ashley Hanst and Jenni-
fer Lander (front), along with Pat 
Marshall, director of  Diocesan 
and International Missions for 
Catholic Charities.

of  academic, spiritual and pas-
toral formation which prepares 

them for ordination to the perma-
nent diaconate.

Presentations by Bishop Matthew H. Clark,  
Bishop Howard J. Hubbard, 
and Daniel Lanahan, O.F.M.

Most Rev. Matthew H. Clark was ordained a Bishop in 1979 at St. Peter’s Basilica 
in Rome, and was installed as the eighth Bishop of Rochester that same year. 
Before being installed as Bishop, he had served in various positions in the Albany 
Diocese, including Vice-Chancellor, prior to serving as Assistant Spiritual Director 
and Spiritual Director at the North American College in Rome.

Most Rev. Howard J. Hubbard received his Episcopal Ordination in 1977, and 
became the ninth Bishop of Albany. Previous to that, he has served as Director of 
the Of ce of Pastoral Planning, Diocesan Consultor, Vicar eneral of the Diocese 

CHRIST THE KING RETREAT HOUSE
555500 Brookford Rd., Syracuse, NY 13224500500500500 BrooBrooBrooBro kforkforkforkford Rdd Rdd RdRd., S., S., S., Syracyracyracy use,use,e,, NYNYNYNYY 13221322224444

Located in a quiet residential area, minutes away from downtown, yet away 
from the noise of the city, the Retreat House offers peaceful places to read, 
study, relax and pray. In addition to Conferences and Liturgy, there will be time 
to enjoy the peaceful grounds and gardens. Refresh yourself in our private, 
heated, spacious pool. Come for a week of rest and renewal. 

Retreat begins at 7:00 pm on Monday, June 16
Retreat ends at 11:00 am on Friday, June 20

Offering: $300
Reservations: (315) 446-2680
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