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In publishing the list of those 
who have credible allegations 
against them, the fi rst goal is 
to protect children.
      — Bishop Lawrence Persico

“
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Want to learn more about 

families and faith?

 John Roberto, a national leader in 
the fi elds of  faith formation, youth and 
young adult ministry and family cat-
echesis, will be the featured speaker at 
the April 24 workshop “Families at the 
Center of  Faith” at St. Mark Catholic 
Center in Erie.
 The Religious Education Offi ce of  
the Diocese of  Erie invites everyone to 
attend.
 Those who may be particularly in-
terested in this workshop format are pas-
tors, religious education leaders, faith 
formation and parish staff, sacramental 
coordinators and family ministers.
 “Families at the Center of  Faith” is 
guided by the belief  that families are at 
the center of  faith formation, and that 
parents and the family are the most 
powerful infl uence in a child’s develop-
ment.
 Workshop topics include understand-
ing today’s families, a 21st-century 
vision of  faith formation, approaches 
and strategies for reaching and engag-
ing today’s families, and designing new 
initiatives and projects. 
 Visit www.ErieRCD.org/religiousedu-
cation.html to register by April 17. 

Good Shepherd Collection 

April 21-22

 The Diocese of  Erie has 58 priests 
who have reached retirement age, but 14  
still remain active as a pastor, chaplain, 
senior associate or administrator.
 These “good shepherds” continue to 
“give themselves in countless ways of  
service for which we are grateful,” said 
Msgr. Daniel Magraw, who coordinates 
the annual Good Shepherd Collection 
to benefi t retired priests.
 This year’s collection will be held in 
the parishes of  the 13-county diocese 
the weekend of  April 21-22.
 Last year, parishioners gave about 
$201,000 to the collection. In the past 10 
years, a total of  more than $1.7 million 
has been raised.
 Donations fund not only the Resi-
dence for Retired Priests in Erie, but 
provide revenue to the Priest Retirement 
Pension Plan, help cover assisted living 
and long-term health care expenses, pro-
vide the bishop with funds for unexpect-
ed needs of  incapacitated clergy, and 
add to the Clergy Health and Welfare 
Endowment.
 “There is a pressing need to support 
those priests with supplementary as-
sistance with their expenses for non-in-
sured medical costs and long-term care 
costs,” Msgr. Magraw said.
 Parishioners may give to the collec-
tion at their parishes or go online to 
donate at www.ErieRCD.org/goodshep-
herd.htm.

BY MARY SOLBERG | FAITHLIFE

 The Diocese of  Erie—as part of  a 
sweeping update to its Policy for the Protec-
tion of  Children—announced on April 6 the 
names of  34 priests and 17 lay men and 
women who have been credibly accused 
of  actions which disqualify them from 
working with children and youth.
 These actions range from the use of  
child pornography to sexual assault of  mi-
nors, and—in the case of  inaction—fail-
ure to report abuse.
 These offenses were committed in the 
diocese dating back as far as 1944. Twen-
ty-one of  the named priests and two of  the 
named lay people are deceased.
 By releasing the names of  those ac-
cused, the diocese becomes one of  only 
about 30 Catholic dioceses in the country 
that have published the names of  priests 
accused of  abuse. Even rarer is Bishop 
Lawrence Persico’s decision to release the 
names of  credibly accused lay people who 
have worked in some capacity for parishes, 
schools, agencies, or for the diocese itself.
 [Find an overview, a complete copy of  
the revised Policy for the Protection of  Chil-
dren, and the full list of  names at www.
ErieRCD.org/policyupdate.htm.] 
 “I want to express my sincere sorrow 
for the sexual abuse that has occurred 
within the church, particularly here in the 
Diocese of  Erie,” Bishop Persico said at a 
news conference April 6 at St. Mark Cath-
olic Center. “I have met with victims and 
listened to the pain they and their loved 
ones experienced.”
 Installed as bishop of  the Diocese of  
Erie in 2012, Bishop Persico said offenses 
against children are “appalling,” but are 
even more heinous when committed by 
those in a position of  trust.
 “In publishing the list of  those who have 
credible allegations against them, the fi rst 
goal is to protect children,” Bishop Persico 

Diocese confronts sex abuse history, 

updates child protection policy

said, adding, “It is not possible for us to 
monitor all the people on the list. This is 
an important step in helping the public be-
come aware of  information that is impor-
tant for the community’s well-being.”
 He also said it was vital to publish the 
names “in the hope of  helping the vic-
tims/survivors move one step closer to 
healing. It is important they know they are 
not alone.”  

Grand jury investigation
 
 The revisions to the Policy for the Protec-
tion of  Children is one of  the most signifi -
cant changes to the diocesan policy since 
it was promulgated in 1986. Never before 
has the diocese released a list of  credibly 
accused priests or lay people. The decision 
to do so comes at a time of  increased trans-
parency under Bishop Persico’s leadership 
and in the wake of  a Pennsylvania grand 
jury investigation that began in 2016.
 A grand jury is a panel of  individu-
als brought together to hear evidence 
of  alleged crimes and consider suspects 
brought to its attention by a state or fed-
eral prosecutor. In Pennsylvania, the state 
Attorney General’s Offi ce is using the 
grand jury to investigate the handling of  
abuse cases in Erie and fi ve other Catholic 
dioceses in the commonwealth.
 Since it was subpoenaed with the other 
dioceses in September 2016, Erie has pro-
vided all its related fi les to the grand jury. 
 “With the help of  outside lawyers and 
investigators, we have reviewed any fi les 
we could fi nd that had anything to do with 
inappropriate behavior by people—both 
clergy and lay—working for the diocese 
itself, as well as any Catholic school or 
agency in the diocese between 1947 and 
2018,” Bishop Persico said. (A separate 
case went as far back as 1944.)
 The list of  names includes the late 
Bishop Alfred M. Watson, who is cred-

ibly alleged to have received a report about 
the suspected sexual abuse of  a minor but 
failed to act on that report.
 The nearly two-year investigation, ac-
cording to Bishop Persico, provided the 
diocese with an opportunity “to intensify 
the efforts we had begun making to gain a 
fuller understanding of  our past.”
 The grand jury is expected to release its 
report on all six dioceses sometime this 
year. That report, if  it is anything like the 
147-page document released in 2016 on 
the Diocese of  Altoona-Johnstown, will 
name people credibly accused of  commit-
ting abuse or covering it up.
 On the web page of  the updated Policy 
for the Protection of  Children, the Diocese of  
Erie apologizes for past abuse by priests 
and others. But it acknowledges that 
“apologies…are not enough.” The signif-
icant revisions to its policy are part of  a 
comprehensive response to the situation.
 According to the policy page, “The Dio-
cese of  Erie is committed to regaining the 
trust of  not only its parishioners but of  all 
people.”

Long process of legal review, policy changes

 For more than a year, the diocese has 
worked with the Pittsburgh-based law fi rm 
K&L Gates to cooperate with the Attor-
ney General’s Offi ce and to update the di-
ocesan Policy for the Protection of  Children.
 According to the bishop, the revised 
policy (www.ErieRCD.org/policyupdate.
htm) is among the most comprehensive in 
the nation. It is part of  a larger effort to 
ensure child protection.
 Since the 1980s, the Diocese of  Erie has 
been developing policies, procedures and 
training programs regarding the protec-
tion of  minors. It regularly works with law 
enforcement, medical experts, compliance 
experts and members of  academia to en-
sure that it maintains a safe environment 
for children and other vulnerable popula-
tions.
  But, in recent months, members of  the 
bishop’s staff  and administration, the Pres-
byteral Council and the Diocesan Review 
Board collaborated to review the revised 
policy and gave their full support.
 The updated Policy for the Protection of  
Children features several new components, 
including an expanded defi nition section 
and changes in supervisory procedures 
and conditions for employment. It stream-
lines reporting procedures and expands 
the roles of  the Offi ce for the Protection of  
Children and Youth.
 Specifi c updates include:

• An expanded set of  defi nitions that 
leave no doubt as to what constitutes 
abuse (sexual, physical, emotional and 
neglectful).

• The Offi ce for the Protection of  Chil-
dren and Youth will become the cen-
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Bishop Lawrence Persico is pictured speaking to reporters at St. Mark Catholic Center after he announced 
a signifi cant revision to the diocesan Policy for the Protection of  Children.

A reporter inter-
views Cindy Zem-
cik, left, coordina-
tor of the Offi ce for 
the Protection of 
Children and Youth 
of the Diocese of 
Erie, and Msgr. Ed-
ward Lohse, vicar 
general of the dio-
cese and director of 
the offi ce, following 
the announcement 
of changes to dioc-
esan policy regard-
ing child safety.
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John Roberto
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Find an overview, a complete copy of 
the revised Policy for the Protection of 
Children, and the full list of names at 
www.ErieRCD.org/policyupdate.htm. 
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A member of the clergy prays during a protest in front 
of Notre Dame Cathedral Feb. 25 in Kinshasa, Congo.

Member of the Catholic Press Association
Subscription: $10/year
Periodical postage paid at Erie, PA
Postmaster: Send address changes to: 
FaithLife at St. Mark Catholic Center

The Offi  ce of Communications has been 
serving Catholics of the Diocese of Erie 
since 1874.

Executive Editor: Anne-Marie Welsh
Editor: Mary Solberg
Graphic Design: Rich Papalia
Advertising Manager: Brenda Williams
Advertising Design: Elizabeth Butterfi eld

Email: FaithLife@ErieRCD.org
Editorial: 814-824-1171
Advertising: 814-824-1161
General Information: 814-824-1161

The bi-weekly newspaper of the Catholic Diocese of Erie.

Website: www.ErieRCD.org   
Volume 14, Issue 7

St. Mark Catholic Center, 429 East Grandview Blvd.
Erie, Pa. 16504 
Publisher: The Most Rev. Lawrence T. Persico

2 | FaithLife — April 15, 2018

Snippets of Catholic headlines 
and stories from around the world
from Catholic News Service

Trevi dollars help poor

CNS photo

All your collision needs.
Special Wash, Wax/Interior - $150.00 plus tax

814- 453-6185

Since 1950

68 YEARS of Excellence!

Prices starting at $2,499 ~ with Airfare Included in this price-
from anywhere in the USA  

Several trips to different destinations: the Holy Land; 
Italy; France, Portugal, & Spain; Poland;  

Medjugorje, Lourdes, & Fatima; Ireland & Scotland; 
England; Austria, Germany, & Switzerland; Greece 

& Turkey; Budapest; Prague; Our Lady of  
Guadalupe; Colombia; Brazil; Argentina; Domestic 

Destinations; etc  
 

Call us 24/7                                          

               
anthony@proximotravel.com         Collection: April 21-22

THANK YOU 
to our retired 
diocesan priests 
for their faithful 
service. Provide 
them with the 
same love and 
generosity they 
have given us 
for generations.

ood Shepherd 
             Sunday

Fr. John Fischer
54 Years of Service

Msgr. James Sanner
58 Years of Service

Where he leads, I will follow.

Editor’s
Notes

Mary
SOLBERG

 Pope Francis, at age 81, continues 
to be a prolifi c writer. On April 9, he 
released his apostolic exhortation 
on the call to holiness in the modern 
world, Gaudete et Exsultate (Rejoice 
and Be Glad).
 The document is inspired by the 
phrase used at the end of  the Beati-
tudes (Matthew 5:12), which reads: 
“Rejoice and be glad for your reward 
will be great in heaven.”
 The following are some of  my fa-
vorite excerpts. I hope readers medi-
tate on them in the coming weeks of  
the Easter season.

• “Do not be afraid of  holiness. It 
will take away none of  your energy, 
vitality or joy.”

• “The important thing is that each 
believer discern his or her own path, 
that they bring out the very best of  
themselves, the most personal gifts 
that God has placed in their hearts, 
rather than hopelessly trying to imi-
tate something not meant for them.”

• “In times when women tended to 
be most ignored or overlooked, the 
Holy Spirit raised up saints whose 
attractiveness produced new spiri-
tual vigor and important reforms in 
the church.”

• “We are frequently tempted to 
think that holiness is only for those 
who can withdraw from ordinary af-
fairs to spend much time in prayer. 
That is not the case.”

• “This holiness to which the Lord 
calls you will grow through small 
gestures.”

• “Thanks be to God, throughout the 
history of  the church it has always 
been clear that a person's perfection 
is measured not by the information 
or knowledge they possess, but by 
the depth of  their charity.”

• “We need to think of  ourselves as 
an army of  the forgiven. All of  us 
have been looked upon with divine 
compassion.”

• “In this call to recognize him in 
the poor and the suffering, we see 
revealed the very heart of  Christ, 
his deepest feelings and choices, 
which every saint seeks to imitate.”

• “The saints do not waste energy 
complaining about the failings of  
others; they can hold their tongue 
before the faults of  their brothers 
and sisters and avoid the verbal vi-
olence that demeans and mistreats 
others.”

• “Christian joy is usually accom-
panied by a sense of  humor.”

• “A community that cherishes the 
little details of  love, whose mem-
bers care for one another and cre-
ate an open and evangelizing envi-
ronment, is a place where the risen 
Lord is present, sanctifying it in ac-
cordance with the Father’s plan.”

• “I do not believe in holiness with-
out prayer, even though that prayer 
need not be lengthy or involve in-
tense emotions.”

• “We should not think of  the devil 
as a myth, a representation, a sym-
bol, a fi gure of  speech or an idea. 
This mistake would lead us to let 
down our guard, to grow careless 
and end up more vulnerable.”

• “Let us ask the Holy Spirit to 
pour out upon us a fervent longing 
to be saints for God’s greater glory, 
and let us encourage one another in 
this effort.”

Mary Solberg is the editor of  FaithLife.
Email: msolberg@ErieRCD.org
Call 814-824-1171
Twitter: @ERIERCDsolberg
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tral depository of  all allegations from any school, agen-
cy, parish or other source connected to the Catholic 
Church in the Diocese of  Erie.

• In addition to state clearances as a condition of  work-
ing with children in the diocese, employees who work 
with children also will need a clearance from the Of-
fi ce for the Protection of  Children and Youth. Any em-
ployers, whether public or private—as well as anyone 
supervising volunteers—may contact the Offi ce for the 
Protection of  Children and Youth to request a clear-
ance for prospective employees. 

 Msgr. Edward Lohse, vicar general and director of  the 
Offi ce for the Protection of  Children and Youth, explained 
that school principals and Catholic-affi liated agencies in the 
diocese will have to be in-serviced on the policy changes, 
which go into effect July 1, 2018.
 In an effort to further secure children’s safety, all employ-
ees of  parishes, schools, agencies, and of  the diocese itself  
must agree to cooperate with child abuse investigations 
when necessary.

 “All of  these changes constitute one of  the most signifi -
cant updates to the child protection policy of  our diocese,” 
Msgr. Lohse said. “It is proactive rather than reactive.”

Concern for victims is the priority

 Even before the grand jury investigation commenced 
two years ago, Bishop Persico maintained a transparent 
posture in the face of  child abuse cases. Early in his tenure 
as bishop, he invited Erie County District Attorney Jack 
Daneri to review the diocese’s fi les to determine whether 
accused priests could still be prosecuted under the statute 
of  limitations.
 But that was short-lived once the grand jury was empan-
eled.
 Still, Bishop Persico has committed to releasing the 
names of  priests and lay persons whom the diocese be-
lieves are disqualifi ed by their actions—or sometimes by 
their inaction—to work with children.
 “As Catholics, we believe the Lord has infi nite mercy 
and absolution for those who are contrite and sincerely 
seek forgiveness,” Bishop Persico said. “But that does not 
mean they are free from the ramifi cations of  their behav-
ior.”

Child protection To report abuse

Interfaith rally continues King’s  
  work against racism

 WASHINGTON (CNS)—About 2,000 peo-
ple gathered on the National Mall April 4 to 
mark the 50th anniversary of  the assassination 
of  the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. and to com-
mit themselves to fi ghting racism and discrimi-
nation.
 The gathering—called the “A.C.T. to End 
Racism” Rally—was organized by the National 
Council of  Churches and featured clergy from 
numerous faith traditions, including Catholics, 
Orthodox Christians, various Protestant denom-
inations, Jews, Muslims, Hindus, Sikhs, Zoroas-
trians and others.
 “We have for too long lived under the scourge 
of  racism in our society. To begin the process 

  VATICAN CITY (CNS)—People gather in 
front of the landmark Trevi Fountain after its 
2015 restoration in Rome. Tourists tradition-
ally throw a coin over their shoulder into the 
fountain hoping to return one day. But the 
money actually off ers more concrete hope.  
  Rome’s city council has extended an agree-
ment with Caritas Roma to entrust it with the 
tourists’ coins to provide food and shelter to 
the city’s poor and needy. According to Caritas 
Roma, about $1.7 million worth of coins were 
tossed into the famed fountain in 2016.
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Franciscans hold signs during an “A.C.T. to End Rac-
ism” rally on the National Mall in Washington April 
4. The rally marked the 50th anniversary of the assas-
sination of civil rights leader the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr.

of  healing our nation, we as Christians must join 
with people of  all faiths in holding ourselves ac-
countable for our complicity, and commit to 
righting the wrongs,” said Jim Winkler, president 
of  NCC.

Another Catholic priest kidnapped
 NAIROBI, Kenya (CNS)—The recent kidnap-
ping of  a Congolese priest illustrates some of  the 
problems the Catholic Church has faced during 
the prolonged confl ict there.
 Father Celestin Ngango of  St. Paul Karambi 
Parish in the Diocese of  Goma was kidnapped 
by armed men April 1. He was leaving a parish 
after celebrating Easter Mass when the abductors 
pulled him out of  a vehicle.
 The Congolese bishops’ conference has de-
manded the priest’s immediate release. Father 
Ngango’s abduction brings to six the number of  
priests kidnapped since 2012 in eastern Congo.

Pastoral care and compassion for victims, as well 
as the protection of children and vulnerable adults, 
is a top priority of the Diocese of Erie. The diocese 
encourages anyone who has experienced sexual 
abuse or misconduct by a member of the clergy or 
any employee or volunteer of the church to contact 
law enforcement. To report abuse to the indepen-
dent investigators retained by the Diocese of Erie, 
email ErieRCD@KLGates.com.
 In addition, victims or concerned individuals can 
report abuse to ChildLine, an outreach of the Penn-
sylvania Department of Human Services, by calling 
800-932-0313. The line is open 24/7, and callers 
may choose to remain anonymous. Victims also are 
welcome to contact the diocese directly to report 
abuse at 814-451-1543. Counseling assistance is 
available for victims and/or their families through the 
diocesan victim assistance coordinator, Dr. Robert 
Nelsen, who can be reached at 814-451-1521.  

Printed copies of “Re-
joice and Be Glad” can 
be ordered from the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic 
Bishops at: http://store.
usccb.org/rejoice-and-
be-glad-p/7-599.htm.
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Sister Dorinda Young, SSJ

Deacon William “Jack” Tupper

Sister Dorinda 
Young, SSJ

 Sister Dorinda Young, SSJ, 78, of  
the Sisters of  St. Joseph of  North-
western Pennsylvania, died March 
18. She would have celebrated 60 
years of  religious life this year.
 A native of  Erie, she was born Ju-
dith Anne Young on March 6, 1940, 
the daughter of  the late Daniel and 
Dorinda (DeMaison) Young. She 
later became Sister Dorinda after 
entering the Sisters of  St. Joseph 
in 1958 from St. Andrew Parish in 
Erie.
 She professed her fi nal vows in 
1966. 
 Sister Dorinda earned a bach-
elor’s degree at Villa Maria College, 
Erie, and a master’s in religious 
education with a concentration in 
campus ministry from Fordham 
University, New York. She taught at 
St. Patrick, Holy Rosary, Our Lady 
of  Peace, St. John, St. Ann and 
Cathedral Preparatory schools, all 
in Erie; St. Agatha School, Mead-
ville; and Kennedy Catholic High 
School, Sharon. She also served 

EVENTS

as Catholic chaplain at Allegheny 
College in Meadville. 
 In 1982, Sister Dorinda began 
a 35-year ministry as a Catholic 
chaplain at Georgetown University 
in Washington, 
D.C.  In 1989, 
while chaplain 
at the School 
of  Nursing, she 
was asked to 
become a part-
time chaplain 
at Georgetown 
Law Center. 
When she later 
moved into the 
Gewirz Stu-
dent Residence 
as chaplain-
in-residence in 
1993, she began a full-time minis-
try at Georgetown University Law 
Center (GULC). Her particular 
interests were facilitating the cam-
pus “Prayer-in-Daily-Life” retreats, 
prayer and spirituality, women’s is-
sues, marriage preparation and per-
sonal and faith counseling.
 She received the Georgetown 
University Vicennial Medal in 2003 

for 20 years of  service to the univer-
sity. In honor of  her 50th anniversa-
ry as a Sister of  St. Joseph in 2008, 
Georgetown University Law Center 
hosted a panel discussion, “The In-
tersection between Religion and the 
Law.”
 In 2017, Sister Dorinda was hon-
ored by the Georgetown University 
School of  Law and presented with 
the Carol Quindlen O’Neil Award, 
established in honor of  a longtime 
associate dean of  the Law School, 
which recognizes a colleague of  the 
Law Center who embodies the ex-
emplary characteristics she exhib-
ited during her tenure at the Law 
Center. 
 Besides members of  her religious 
community, survivors include a 
sister, Margaret Gerrity; a brother, 
Daniel Young; and two nephews 
and three nieces.
  A funeral Mass was held March 
23 at the Sisters of  St. Joseph Com-
munity Living Center.  Interment 
was at Calvary Cemetery.
 Memorials may be made to the 
Sisters of  St. Joseph Mission and 
Ministries Foundation, 5031 West 
Ridge Road, Erie, PA, 16506-1249.

 Deacon William “Jack” Tupper, 
76, of  Hartford, Ohio, died March 
29 at his residence.
 In 1998, he was ordained a dea-
con as part of  the fi rst class to com-
plete the permanent diaconate pro-
gram in the Diocese of  Erie.
 A native of  Hartford, he was a 
1959 graduate of  Hartford High 
School. He received a basketball 
scholarship from Youngstown State 
University, where he earned his 
bachelor’s degree in business ad-
ministration.
 He retired in 1997 from National 
Mattress in Boardman, Ohio, where 
he worked as a plant manager for 

Deacon William 
“Jack” Tupper

36 years. A longtime member of  
the Church of  Notre Dame Parish 
in Hermitage, he instructed Con-
fraternity of  
Christian Doc-
trine (CCD) 
courses and 
served the par-
ish as a deacon 
for 15 years.
 He previ-
ously served as 
a CCD instruc-
tor at St. Adal-
bert Church in 
Farrell.
 D e a c o n 
Tupper served 
as the president 
of  the PTO at Hartford Elementary, 
and was a cub master of  Troop 90, 

chairman of  the Apple Festival, 
and a volunteer fi refi ghter, all in 
Hartford.
 He also coached several local 
boys and girls sports teams.
 Survivors include his wife of  near-
ly 56 years, Elaine; a daughter, Cyn-
thia (Phillip) York, of  Springfi eld, 
Va.; two sons, W. “Jack” Tupper 
Jr. of  Naples, Fla., and Eric (Tina) 
Tupper of  El Paso, Texas; two sis-
ters, Beverly Tupper of  Brookfi eld, 
Ohio, and Joyce Faiver of  Girard, 
Ohio; and four grandchildren.
 Bishop Emeritus Donald Traut-
man celebrated a funeral Mass 
April 2 at Notre Dame Church in 
Hermitage.
 Memorials may be made to 
Prince of  Peace Center, 502 Darr 
Ave., Farrell, PA 16121.
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‘Once Upon A Mattress’

 Mercyhurst Prepara-
tory School’s Performing Arts 
Center in Erie presents “Once 
Upon A Mattress” April 19, 
20 and 21 at 7 p.m. each day, 
and on April 22 at 2 p.m. 
at Mercyhurst Prep, 538 E. 
Grandview Blvd., Erie.  Tick-
ets are available at the door 
one hour before performances.
Cost: $10 for adults, $7 for 
seniors, and $5 for students.

Grove City parish mission

 All are invited to join the 
Church of  the Beloved Dis-
ciple Parish in Grove City as 
it conducts its parish mission 
April 22-24, beginning each 
day at 7 p.m. The theme of  the 
mission is “Being a Disciple 
Today.” Father Frank DeSia-
no, CSP, former president of  
the Paulist Fathers,  will be the 
mission leader. 

Easter celebration concert 

 David Kauffman, an award-
winning national composer of  
liturgical and inspirational mu-
sic for the Christian journey, 
will present a concert April 
20 at 7 p.m. at Notre Dame 
Church, 2325 Highland Road, 
Hermitage. Tickets are $10 for 
adults and $5 for students, and 
will be available at the door. 
For more information, contact 
Gretchen Wagner at 724-981-
5566, ext. 105. Kauffman also 
will lead an April 21 journal 
writing workshop in the par-
ish’s multi-purpose room.

Knights’ craft show

 The Knights of  Columbus 
Council #11313 of  St. Jude 
the Apostle Parish in Erie is 

holding its spring craft show 
April 21 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at St. Jude School and Parish 
Center, 2801 W. Sixth St., Erie. 
The cost is $3 for adults; $2 for 
seniors.

Evening of song

 Erie's Episcopal Cathedral 
of  St. Paul choir will present 
an evening of  song April 22 
beginning at 5 p.m. at St. Peter 
Cathedral in downtown Erie. 
The performance will be fol-
lowed by an organ recital. The 
evening’s events are free and 
open to the public.

Shop for mom

 Save the date for the Shop 
for Mom event April 28 from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at St. Bar-
tholomew Church, 311 W. 
Ridge Ave., Sharpsville. Enjoy 
shopping, refreshments, food 
and a gift auction. No cost for 
admission, but a monetary or 
non-perishable food donation 
to the Sharpsville Community 
Food Pantry is appreciated.

Life in the Spirit course

 St. Joseph Parish in Lucinda 
is hosting The Gift: A Life in 
the Spirit course May 18-19 at 
the church hall, 112 Rectory 
Lane, Lucinda.
 The May 18 class runs from 
6 to 9 p.m.; the May 19 class 
from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Bring a bag lunch. Beverages 
will be provided. Registration 
is required by calling Denise 
Varo by May 16 at 814-744-
8199.
 The Word of  Life Catholic 
Charismatic Renewal of  the 
Diocese of  Erie is sponsoring 
this free course. 

For pastoral outreach and assistance for those 
abused by clergy or other church personnel, call

Dr. Robert Nelsen
Victim Assistance Coordinator
for the Diocese of Erie
814.451.1521 (This is a dedicated 
number for victim assistance.)

For more information, visit www.ErieRCD.org
click on For the Protection of Children

Kury Hall ▪ 512 Kelso Drive 

CRIME VICTIM CENTER 
BBINGO  

Tuesday Evenings at 6:30 PM 
EEB 6:00 PM ▪ EB 6:15 PM 

call Bev at 
For more informa on  

392-9588 
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Knights of Columbus Council #11313 invites you!

Saturday – April 21st
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

St. Jude School Gym and Parish Center
2801 West 6th Street – Erie

Adults $3.00 – Seniors $2.00

Benefitting the charitable endeavors of the 
Knights of Columbus Council #11313 at Saint Jude Parish.

Spring
CRAFT    SHOW

S

Couple honored with Helping Hands Award

 Contributed photo

Annie and Charlie Rutkowski

FAITHLIFE staff  report

For Annie and Charlie 
Rutkowski, parishioners of  
Our Lady of  Peace Parish, 
Erie, helping others is a Gos-
pel mandate.
 “We are motivated by the 
message Jesus gave us: love 
one another as I have loved 
you,” said Annie Rutkowski.
 Catholic Charities of  the 
Diocese of  Erie will present 
the couple with its presti-
gious Helping Hands Award 
May 12 at Erie’s Bayfront 
Convention Center.
 Club CC Night recog-
nizes and celebrates the good 
work of  Catholic Charities in 
the 13 counties of  the diocese in northwestern Pennsyl-
vania.
 For many years, the Rutkowskis have been active in 
their parish and in various charitable causes. Charlie 
Rutkowski, vice president of  Industrial Sales & Mfg., 
Inc., is the president of  the Serra Club of  Erie. Annie 
Rutkowski is a member of  the St. Mark Seminary Aux-
iliary and the board of  Catholic Charities.

  Charlie Rutkowski’s favorite 
quote is from Pope Francis, 
who said, “To live charitably 
means not looking out for our 
own interests, but carrying 
the burden of  the weakest and 
poorest among us.”
   They encourage others to vol-
unteer in order to “make a dif-
ference.”
  The Convention Center ball-
room will be transformed May 
12 into an intimate lounge as 
Catholic Charities celebrates its 
outreach to the needy.
   Platinum sponsors for the eve-
ning are Highmark Blue Cross 
Blue Shield and Allegheny 
Health Network’s Saint Vincent 
Hospital. 

club CC
N I G H T

For event and ticket 
information go to 
www.ClubCCNight.com 
or call 814-824-1251.
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St. Martin Center receives EITC funds

 ERIE—Leah Manino from Northwest Savings Bank presents $4,500 in 
Education Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) funds to David González, CEO 
of  Erie’s St. Martin Center, Inc. St. Martin Center’s Early Learning Center 
has been approved to receive the funds for the 2017-18 fi scal year. González 
says he is excited to partner with local businesses in order to provide the best 
care and education to the agency’s pre-kindergarten students. St. Martin Cen-
ter also plans to provide funding for pre-K students at the Multicultural Com-
munity Resource Center in Erie. 

Are you being called to 

Seek God with others?

REACH OUT to the Marginalized
EXPERIENCE Communal Prayer

CELEBRATE Vibrant Liturgy
LIVE Peace and Nonviolence
REFLECT on Life’s Purpose

Mount St. Benedict Monastery
6101 East Lake Road

Erie, PA 16511

Sister Marilyn Schauble

814-899-0614. ext 2424
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St. Jude girls basketball team captures second place in Pennsylvania

 ERIE—Congratulations to the varsity girls basketball team at St. Jude School in Erie for its second-place fi nish in the 2018 Pennsyl-
vania CYO tournament in March. The team enjoyed a great season (33-2), having claimed championship titles at the diocesan level, at 
the Erie Region Tournament and in the Erie Region regular season. Pictured in the front row, seated from left, are: Gemma Filippi, Alli 
Heidt, Ella Raimondi, Daniela Shaughnessy and Lilli Lang. In the second row, standing from left, are: Ally McAdams, Coach Patrick 
Shaughnessy, Mia Shaughnessy, Olivia Kallner, Coach Willis Cardot Jr., Macey McAdams, McKenzie DiPlacido, Coach Randy 
Webber and Regina Zimmerman.

Knights conduct Lenten food drive

 GRAMPIAN—Knights of  Columbus Council #16090 of  St. Bonaventure 
Parish  in Grampian and St. Timothy Parish in Curwensville collected about 
600 pounds of  food items in their recent “40 Cans for Lent” food drive. The 
food is distributed to both the Grampian and Curwensville food pantries. Pic-
tured, from left, are: Knight Cornelius Kovall; Father Stephen Collins, pas-
tor of  both St. Timothy and St. Bonaventure parishes; and Knights Franklin 
Sipes and William Waterloo.

High school students lead Our Lady of Peace retreat

 ERIE—Several Mercyhurst Prep students recently helped lead a retreat for seventh-graders at Our Lady of  
Peace School in Erie. Father Steve Schreiber, MPS chaplain, directed the March 8 retreat at Our Lady of  Mercy 
Parish in Harborcreek. Pictured, from left, are students Haley Dombrowski-Little, Gabe Gallagher, Sarah 
Keating, Noah Beaulieu, Dominick Rodriguez, Matt Ahrens, Kaitlyn Nicholson and Sophia Alberico.

Sunday APRIL 29
After 11:00 Mass      until 6:00 p.m.

Adult $9.00 / Child $5.00

Basket Raffle and Cookie Sale
Take-outs will be available!

St. Paul’s
 SPAGHETTI AND 

MEATBALL DINNER
1617 Walnut Street, Erie

814/459-3173


