
Pontifi cal Good Friday 

Collection—April 14
 The optional Pontifi cal Good Friday 
Collection is taken up in parishes world-
wide at the request of  the Holy Father. 
It is the most important source of  sup-
port for Christians in the Holy Land.
 “Christians in the Holy Land have 
great need of  your prayers and fi nancial 
help,” according to Bishop Lawrence 
Persico, who announced this year’s col-
lection. “The wars, unrest and instabil-
ity there have been especially hard on 
them. Please take this opportunity to 
reach out to those Christians who suffer 
persecution and hardship in the very 
land where Jesus lived.”
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Bishop to preside at 

Holy Week liturgies
 Bishop Lawrence Persico will preside 
at the following Holy Week liturgies 
scheduled at St. Peter Cathedral, 230 W. 
10th St., Erie:

  Palm Sunday, April 9 at 11 a.m.

  Chrism Mass, April 10 at 4 p.m.

  Holy Thursday Mass of  the Last  
  Supper, April 13 at 7 p.m.

  Good Friday Celebration of  the  
  Lord’s Passion. April 14 at 3 p.m.

  Easter Vigil, April 15  at 8:30 p.m. BY MARY SOLBERG | FAITHLIFE

 Joe Haas, executive director of  Catholic Charities 
Counseling and Adoption Services (CCCAS) of  the 
Diocese of  Erie, challenges elected leaders “to do 
what is right, not what is politically expedient” in the 
face of  uncertain U.S. immigration policies.
 Two executive orders on immigration issued by 
President Donald Trump since January have been 
widely criticized at home and abroad, resulting in 
dozens of  legal challenges. Meanwhile, the Catholic 
Charities’ Refugee Resettlement Program in Erie al-
ready has seen the effects of  the travel restrictions.
 In the fi scal year ending this coming September, 
the number of  refugees arriving in Erie is expected to 
drop to 197, a decrease 
of  nearly 40 percent 
from the previous year, 
according to Haas, who 
also serves as coordina-
tor of  the Charities re-
settlement program.
 He expects to see 
his refugee resettle-
ment staff  permanently 
downsized by at least 
half  as a result of  the 
decrease.
 The travel ban of  ref-
ugees from several ma-
jority Muslim countries 
continues to be chal-
lenged in court. Howev-
er, a 120-day freeze on 
all new refugee arrivals 
remains in effect.
 The United States Conference of  Catholic Bish-
ops, which oversees Catholic Charities programs na-
tionwide, has seen a number of  refugee resettlement 
programs close due to lack of  referrals.
 “Our politicians are tasked with keeping us safe, 
being mindful of  economic costs of  service delivery, 
but also living up to the principles of  who we are as 
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Joe Haas, executive director of Catholic Charities Counseling and Adoption Services of 
the Diocese of Erie, speaks at a Feb. 22 immigration vigil outside the Federal Building in 
downtown Erie. As coordinator of the agency’s refugee resettlement program, he has seen 
the immediate effects of the changes in U.S. immigration policy.  
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a nation of  immigrants,” Haas said.
 In his position, Haas sees up-close 
the effect the executive orders have 
had on the lives of  displaced people. 
On Feb. 22, he shared his viewpoint 
at an immigration vigil sponsored by 
the Benedictines for Peace outside 
the Federal Building in downtown 
Erie.
 The vigil was one of  many held 
throughout the country that week, 
calling for the U.S. to follow Pope 
Francis’ call to “build bridges” in-
stead of  walls. President Trump, 
after taking offi ce in January, had is-
sued his fi rst executive order calling 
for the immediate construction of  a 
wall between the U.S. and Mexico.
 In his statement at the vigil, Haas 
said: “Religious leaders of  all faiths 
have condemned this action, not 
based on politics, but based upon hu-
man dignity and living up to who we 
are as a country.”
 Since its founding 40 years ago, 
CCCAS, an affi liate of  Catholic 
Charities, has helped more than 
3,000 people establish a new life 
in Erie, Haas said. These individu-
als were forced out of  their homes 
across the globe due to war, persecu-
tion or natural disaster.

 “Usually within less than a year, 
they [refugees] are entirely self-suf-
fi cient, productive members of  our 
community,” he said.
 Haas agrees that there is room to 
enhance and improve the system by 
which refugees are welcomed to the 
United States. Yet, he disagrees with 
the assertion that refugees do not un-
dergo a vigorous review process.
 “Every refugee entering the Unit-
ed States has undergone a thorough 
vetting process that lasts, on average, 
between 18 to 24 months,” Haas 
said.
 Haas acknowledged the work of  
other organizations in Erie that have 
committed to helping the refugee 
community: the St. Benedict Edu-
cation Center, the Sisters of  St. Jo-
seph Neighborhood Network, the 
International Institute, the Multicul-
tural Resource Center, and the Erie 
School District.  
 He asked the larger community 
to pray for those refugees settled in 
Erie who are separated from family 
in other parts of  the world.
 “Help our elected offi cials t o prop-
erly discern how to keep our country 
safe, but to also allow families and 
loved ones to be reunited,” he said. 
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CALLED TO SERVE?

BY MARY SOLBERG | FAITHLIFE

 Nearly fi ve years ago, at the installa-
tion Mass for Bishop Lawrence Persico, 
Dan and Dawn Schaaf  of  Erie found 
themselves seated behind a large group of  
priests gathered at St. Peter Cathedral.
 Many of  the clergy were elderly or re-
tired.
 “For whatever reason, watching them 
all process [into the church] stirred my 
heart,” Dawn Schaaf  said. 
 Not long afterward, the couple founded 
Methuselah Ministry, a free concierge ser-
vice for retired diocesan priests. Named 
after Methuselah, the oldest individual in 
Scripture, the outreach has grown to in-
clude not only transportation services to 
and from doctor appointments, but assis-
tance with shopping, tax preparation and 
other needs.
 The “stirring” in Dawn Schaaf ’s heart is 
the hallmark of  the couple’s marriage and 
their outreach to others. For many years, 
they have been active in various ministries 
that go to the core of  the Gospel mandate 
to help one another.
 Catholic Charities of  the Diocese of  
Erie has named the Schaafs this year’s 
recipients of  the Helping Hands Award. 

Helping Hands Award recognizes couple

They will be feted at the 22nd annual 
Catholic Charities Ball May 20 at the Bay-
front Convention Center in Erie.
 The Schaafs accepted the honor in the 
spirit that it might inspire others to action.
 “Our family’s motto has been the Bible 
story of  the wedding feast at Cana where 
the Blessed Mother says to the servants, 
‘Do whatever Jesus tells you,’” Dawn 
explained. “Every time the Holy Spirit 
moves our hearts into action, we try to 

replicate the servants who fi lled the water 
jugs. They fi lled them to the brim. That’s 
saying not only to do what he asks of  you, 
but there’s always room to give a little 
more.”  
 Members of  St. Joseph/Bread of  Life in 
Erie, the Schaafs have three adult children 
and one granddaughter. They are active 
in several committees at St. Joseph, and 
help coordinate the 22:32 Men’s and 1:38 
Women’s conferences in Erie.
 The couple are members of  the Wednes-
day morning crew that serves the needy at 
the Bishop’s Breakfast Program.
 The co-owner of  Building Systems In-
corporated, Erie, Dan Schaaf  is an active 
member of  The Reason for Our Hope 
Foundation, Erie, and serves on the Serra 
Club board. He is a past president of  Ser-
ra.
 Dawn Schaaf  is involved with the pasto-
ral care team at Saint Vincent Health Cen-
ter and does hospice care volunteer work. 
She currently serves as president of  the St. 
Mark Seminary Auxiliary. 
 The Catholic Charities Ball is scheduled 
for May 20 at the Bayfront Convention 
Center in Erie.
 To make reservations for the ball, visit 
www.eriercd.org/charitiesball.htm. 

 Heidi E. Sheehan, CPA, has been 
hired as the business manager for the 
new Erie Catholic School System.
 She will 
oversee the 
business op-
erations of  the 
Erie Catholic 
School System 
and develop 
business plans 
and strategies 
to support the 
system’s mis-
sion of  Catho-
lic education 
in concert with 
the president 
and the board 
of  directors.
 The director 
of  fi nance for Villa Maria Elementary 
School in Erie, she has a diverse back-
ground in accounting and fi nancial 
management. She assumed her new du-
ties as business manager on March 27, 
while remaining in her current position 
at Villa Maria Elementary until the 
school closes in June.
 Sheehan was director of  fi nance at 
Wire Weld Inc., in North East, from 
2009-14. She was business manager 
for the Montessori Regional Charter 
School in Erie and was an educator in 
the Adult Learning Center for the Erie 
School District.
 She began her career as an ac-
countant for Coopers and Lybrand of  
Philadelphia. For nearly a decade, she 
worked as a controller at Ditch Witch 
in Illinois, and at Finish Thompson, 
Inc. in Erie.
 Sheehan earned her bachelor’s 
degree in accounting from Penn State 
University in State College, Pa.

New Erie Catholic 

School System names 

business manager

Heidi E. Sheehan
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For pastoral outreach and assistance for those 
abused by clergy or other church personnel, call

Doctor Robert Nelsen
Victim Assistance Coordinator
for the Diocese of Erie
814.451.1521 (This is a dedicated 
number for victim assistance.)

For more information, visit www.ErieRCD.org
click on For the Protection of Children

MILLCREEK KIWANIS CLUB INVITES YOU TO HOP OVEREK KIWANISNISISS CCLUB INVITES TEST YOU TOU TOTO HOP OHH P VER

Brunch with 
Easter Bunny

Sunday, April 9
8:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

Asbury Barn (4106 Asbury Road, Erie)

All-you-can-eat pancakes & sausage
Plus children’s activities, Erie clowns, 

bake sale and Chinese auction

Adult $7.00, 4-12 $5.00, under 4 Free

 The Chastity Education Offi ce of  
the Diocese of  Erie has revamped its 
web page after receiving requests from 
parents who want more information 
and support re-
garding church 
teachings on hu-
man sexuality.
 Kate Whiteford, 
director of  the 
Chastity Educa-
tion Offi ce, has 
added a number of  
new resources that 
may help parents, 
teenagers, priests 
and catechists.
 “There are valu-
able opportunities to learn more about 
what the Catholic Church teaches 
regarding human sexuality and how 
to live it in kindness and truth,” said 
Whiteford. “This came as a response 
to parents who said that they would 
love support and more information 
but didn’t know where to go.”
 Not only does the web page include 
resources on chastity, but there is an-
other tab devoted to Natural Family 
Planning. The site offers videos and 
witnessing from those who practice 
NFP, and an explanation of  the vari-
ous methods of  NFP.
 As for chastity resources, the web 
page includes information on how 
parents and catechists can learn the 

 New chastity resources offeredStudents enjoy Men’s Conference

best ways to talk to children 
about chastity and purity. 
Priests will fi nd helpful in-
formation on the best ways 
to preach on chastity and 
handle the topic in the con-
fessional.

Kate Whiteford
 Other information on the 
web page addresses such 
diffi cult issues as pornog-
raphy and same-sex attrac-
tion, as well as the judicious 
use of  technology.

Visit www.eriercd.org/chastity.htm to review 
these resources or call the Chastity Education 
Offi ce at 814-824-1259.
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The 2232 Men’s Conference held at the Warner Theatre in downtown Erie 
March 25 drew about 650 men from across the region. Among those in atten-
dance were several Cathedral Prep students and their teachers and advisers. 
Father Jason Feigh, campus minister, standing, enjoyed his time with students, 
from left, Joseph Campbell, Nick Carneval and Ian Maliszewski. Maliszews-
ki, a junior, fractured two vertebrae and injured his spinal cord last June 3 
while competing in a wrestling tournament in Ohio.   

 If  it’s not a fi sh fry, then Catho-
lics everywhere are looking for 
some homemade pierogi to eat dur-
ing the Fridays of  Lent.
 In the Diocese of  Erie, pierogi 
are a mainstay at Erie’s Holy Trin-
ity Parish and Farrell’s St. Adalbert 
Church. Many parishioners come 
together several weeks before the 
beginning of  Lent to create the de-
licious fi lled dumplings. They then 
put them on sale as a fundraiser.
 Of  Eastern European origin, 
pierogi are made by wrapping pock-
ets of  unleavened dough around 
such fi llings as potato, sauerkraut, 
ground meat, cheese, or even fruit. 
They are then boiled and served 
with a topping, such as melted but-
ter, sour cream, or fried onion.
 Ann Mittal of  Farrell is an ex-
pert at making pierogi. She spent 
her 97th birthday this year making 
the dumplings with friends at St. 
Adalbert.
 St. Adalbert is now a secondary 
church of  St. Anthony of  Padua 

Parish in Farrell, but it is continuing 
its pierogi-making tradition. About 
55 members and friends of  St. Adal-
bert came together with Mittal to 
make pierogi in the weeks leading 
up to Ash Wednesday.

 
 

 Lent is a good time to do some-
thing extra for others as we consider 
ways to weed out bad habits or neg-
ative ways of  thinking.
 Greg Penco, a parishioner of  Our 
Lady of  Mount Carmel Parish in 
Erie, says he has always been struck 
by the simple things we can do to 
help others.
 As president of  Mount Carmel’s 
pastoral council, he published a no-
tice in the parish bulletin, encourag-
ing parishioners to make donations 
to the Greater Erie Area Habitiat 
for Humanity, 903 Parade St., Erie.
 The warehouse accepts dona-
tions of  new or gently used building 
materials, furniture, home goods 
and decorations. Appliances, in-
cluding ranges and refrigerators in 
good working condition, also are 
accepted.
 “You just have to act where you 
see a need,” he says.

 

 Former U.S. Representative and 
U.S. Senator Rick Santorum of  
Pennsylvania has been named hon-
orary advocate of  the Saint Pio 
Foundation.
 Santorum has a devotion to St. 
Padre Pio, a friar, priest, stigmatist 
and mystic. In a video released by 
Santorum, he credits Padre Pio for 
healing his son Peter, who was born 
in 1999 with a serious kidney prob-
lem.
 The child was not expected to sur-
vive, but doctors discovered about 
a year later that his kidney had 
healed. The Santorums had held a 
glove of  Padre Pio, with stains of  
his blood, on the baby, near a kid-
ney.

 

 Congratulations to the Villa 
Maria girls basketball team on their 
second-place fi nish at the PIAA 
Class 4A state championship. 

Mary Solberg is the editor of  FaithLife.
Email: msolberg@ErieRCD.org
Call 814-824-1171
Twitter: @ERIERCDsolberg
  

Pope to visit Egypt this month
 VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Accepting an invi-
tation from Egypt’s president and religious lead-
ers, Pope Francis will visit Cairo April 28-29.
 Details of  the trip will be published soon, but 
the two-day trip is expected to focus on Cairo, 
the capital city. It will be the pope’s 18th trip 
abroad in his four years as pope. 

Pope apologizes for Catholics’  
  participation in Rwanda genocide

 VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Meeting Rwandan 
President Paul Kagame, Pope Francis asked 
God’s forgiveness for the failures of  the Catholic 
Church during the 1994 Rwanda genocide and 
for the hatred and violence perpetrated by some 
priests and religious.
 “He implored anew God’s forgiveness for the 
sins and failings of  the church and its members, 
among whom priests and religious men and 
women who succumbed to hatred and violence, 
betraying their own evangelical mission,” said a 
Vatican statement released March 20 after the 
meeting of  the pope and president.
 Some 800,000, and perhaps as many as 1 mil-
lion people—most of  whom belonged to the 
Tutsi ethnic group—died in the bloodshed car-
ried out from April to July 1994.
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Pope Francis accepts a gift from Rwandan President 
Paul Kagame during a private meeting at the Vatican. 
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Fiona Kilpatrick, left, who works at the Pontifi cal 
Commission for the Protection of Minors, was among 
attendees at a March seminar at the Pontifi cal Grego-
rian University in Rome.

Commission seeks new ways 
  to be informed by victims

 VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Following the res-
ignation of  a prominent member and abuse sur-
vivor, a pontifi cal commission addressing issues 
related to clergy sex abuse vowed to continue to 
seek input from victims and survivors.
 The Pontifi cal Commission for the Protection 
of  Minors said the resignation of  Marie Collins 
was a “central topic” of  its March 24-26 plenary 
assembly, and it “expressed strong support for 
her continuing work” to promote healing for 
abuse victims and ensuring best practices for 
prevention.
 In its statement, the commission emphasized 
Pope Francis’ letter to the presidents of  the bish-
ops’ conferences and superiors of  institutes of  
consecrated life and societies of  apostolic life, in 
which he called for their close and complete co-
operation with the Commission for the Protec-
tion of  Minors.
 Commission members spoke again of  their 
willingness to work together with the Congrega-
tion for the Doctrine of  the Faith.

 

 JERUSALEM—Tourists are seen outside the 
Church of the Holy Sepulcher March 23 in Jeru-
salem. The Edicule, the recently restored site of 
Jesus’ burial and resurrection, was inaugurated 
the previous day in an ecumenical ceremony 
led by representatives of the Roman Catholic, 
Greek Orthodox and Armenian churches.

JESUS’ BURIAL SITE RESTORED
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Ann Mittal, 97, of Farrell, enjoys mak-
ing pierogi.

Visit www.eriercd.org/chastity.htm to review
these resources or call the Chastity Education
Offi ce at 814-824-1259.
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Sister Mary Stephen Calvin, RSM
OBITUARY

Sister Mary Stephen cared for sick, elderly 

Sister Mary Stephen 

Calvin, RSM

Travel to the Holy Land with Father Paul Siebert; 
St. Mark Parish;  

September 27, 2017– October 07, 2017; $4,000 

We also offer several other trips to different  
destinations: the Holy Land; Italy; France, Portugal, 
& Spain; Poland; Medjugorje, Lourdes, & Fatima; 
Ireland & Scotland; England; Austria, Germany, & 
Switzerland; Greece & Turkey; Budapest; Prague; 

Our Lady of Guadalupe; Colombia; Brazil;  
Argentina; Domestic Destinations; etc… 

 
 

We also specialize in custom trips for Bishops, Priests, and 
Deacons. 

Call us 24/7                                          508-340-9370 
Hablamos Español                             855-842-8001 

www.proximotravel.com               
anthony@proximotravel.com         

3 Cards for $2.00

10 Regular Bar 
Bingo Games

2 Coverall GamesErie Maennerchor Club 

BY MARY SOLBERG | FAITHLIFE

 Thirty-year-old Nick Heise of  
Our Lady of  Mercy Parish in Har-
borcreek was looking for reassur-
ance when he attended a recent di-
ocesan-sponsored vocation dinner.
 For several years, he has consid-
ered the priesthood, even while dat-
ing and working as a carpenter for 
Building Systems Incorporated in 
Erie.
 “I’m here to feed my curios-
ity and get reassurance that this is 
what I want to do,” Heise said as 
he seated himself  at the St. Andrew 
Dinner March 15 at St. Joseph Par-
ish in Erie.
 Sponsored by the Vocation Offi ce 
of  the Diocese of  Erie, the St. An-
drew Dinner is an opportunity for 
young men to gather for a meal and 
listen to priests and seminarians 
share their personal journeys to the 
priesthood and/or seminary.
 The dinner at St. Joseph Par-
ish drew more than 25, ranging in 
age from 13 to 30. It was the fi fth 
St. Andrew Dinner held at various 
locations in the diocese since last 
fall, according to Father Michael 
Polinek, vocation director.
 “However you heard 
about this—whether on a 
Facebook post or wherev-
er—God has you here for a 
reason,” Father Polinek told 
those gathered at the March 
15 dinner.
 Heise knew he was there 
for a reason; he just wanted 
to get that fi nal push. He 
listened intently to stories 
from Bishop Lawrence Per-
sico; Father Michael Ke-
sicki, rector of  St. Mark 
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Bishop Lawrence Persico looks over a seminarian prayer card with Jonah and Tate Han-
lon at the St. Andrew Dinner March 15 at St. Joseph Parish, Erie.

Seminarian Benjamin Daghir shares his personal 
story.

Father Michael Polinek, vocation director for the Diocese of Erie, addresses one of the 
largest crowds ever gathered for a St. Andrew Dinner.

Seminary; Father Nicholas Rouch, 
vice rector; Father Michael Ferrick, 
rector of  St. Peter Cathedral, Erie; 
Father Larry Richards, pastor of  St. 
Joseph; and seminarians Benjamin 
Daghir and Michael Pleva. Each of  
them shared their path toward reli-
gious life, even their initial feeling 
of  uncertainty.
 After dinner, Heise said: “It’s nice 

to see that some of  my story is par-
tially theirs, so I know that I’m not 
just being crazy. These seminarians 
and priests are normal people, the 
same as myself. It makes me know 
that this is something I could do.”
 Bishop Persico told the young 
men that no one was asking them 
to enroll in the seminary right away. 
He said: “All we’re asking you to do 
is think about it. Is this what God 
wants you to do?”
 Others who attended the dinner 
included the Hanlon brothers and 
the Caulfi eld brothers. Kevin Han-
lon brought his three sons: Cullen, 
17, Jonah, 16, and Tate, 14. Pa-
rishioners of  St. Joseph Parish, the 
Hanlons are encouraged “to look 
at everything they can possibly do,” 
Kevin Hanlon said.
 Jonah, a sophomore at Fairview 
High School, is the most interested 
in pursuing religious life. He was 
happy when Bishop Persico sat at 
his table for dinner.
 “This is my fi rst time going to one 
of  these, so it is setting the baseline 
for me. I want to hear what people 
have to say,” Jonah said. “I’m open 
to whatever God calls me to do.”
 Father Polinek invited the Caul-
fi elds—Tim, 17, Peter, 15, and 
Thomas, 13. A home-schooled se-
nior, Tim said he has considered the 
priesthood his whole life.
 “I always wondered if  I should do 
that, but I haven’t felt God call me 
one way or the other yet,” Tim said.
 The next St. Andrew Dinner is 
April 26 from 6 to 8 p.m. at Our 
Lady of  Peace School, 2401 W. 38th 
St., Erie. RSVP by calling 814-833-
7701.

 Sister Mary Stephen (Dolores 
Frances) Calvin, RSM, died March 
16 at the Sisters of  Mercy Mother-
house Care Center.  She was in her 
69th year of  religious life, having 
devoted herself  to the pastoral care 
of  the sick and elderly. 
 She was born July 26, 1927, in 
Sharon, the daughter of  the late 
James and Genevieve (McGhee) 
Calvin.
 On Aug. 14, 1948, she entered the 
Sisters of  Mercy at St. Joseph Con-
vent, Titusville, from St. Michael 
Parish in Greenville. She professed 
perpetual vows in 1954.  In 1999, 
she celebrated her golden jubilee 
and in 2008, her 60th.
 Sister Mary Stephen earned her 
bachelor’s degree in elementary ed-
ucation from Mercyhurst University 
in 1969, and a master’s in pastoral 
ministry from St. Joseph College, 
Hartford, Conn., in 1985. In 1980, 
she was certifi ed as a therapeutic di-
rector and as a Catholic chaplain.
 Sister Mary Stephen taught in 
the following diocesan elementary 
schools from 1948-70: St. Walburga 
in Titusville, St. Patrick in Frank-
lin, Immaculate Conception in 

Brookville, St. 
Thomas in Cor-
ry, Ss. Cosmas 
and Damian in 
Punxsutawney, 
St. Catherine in 
DuBois, and St. 
Luke in Erie.
 In 1970, her 
ministry turned 
to the care of  
sick and elderly 
and to parish 
life. From 1970-
82, she served as recreation director 
chaplain at Christ the King Manor 
in DuBois. From 1982-86, she was 
pastoral ministry director at DuBois 
Hospital, and pastoral assistant at 
St. Michael Parish.
 In 1990, she moved to East Brady 
to serve as pastoral assistant at St. 
Eusebius Parish, and as a hospice 
chaplain. From 1992 to 2000, she 
ventured to Fort Smith, Ark., where 
she served as pastoral care chaplain 
at St. Edward Mercy Medical Cen-
ter. In Hot Springs, Ark., she was a 
chaplain and home health visitor.
 Returning to Pennsylvania, she 
was a chaplain in home health at 

VNA Hospice in Butler from 2001-
02. In her last ministry, she served 
as director of  Wellsprings at the Sis-
ters of  Mercy Motherhouse in Erie 
from 2002-08.  
 She served on the boards of  the 
DuBois American Cancer Society 
and Christ the King Auxiliary in 
DuBois. She held memberships in 
the National Association of  Catho-
lic Chaplains and the United States 
Conference of  Catholic Chaplains.
 Survivors include members of  
her religious community and sever-
al nieces and nephews. In addition 
to her parents, she was preceded in 
death by her brothers, Donald, Rob-
ert and William; and two sisters, 
Marjorie Grossman and Audrey 
Tutoki.  
 A funeral Mass was held March 
20 in the Sisters of  Mercy Chapel at 
the motherhouse in Erie. A Rite of  
Departure was held at the mother-
house March 21, followed by a rite 
of  committal at Gate of  Heaven 
Cemetery.
 Memorials may be made to the 
Sisters of  Mercy Ministry Fund, 
Sisters of  Mercy, 444 E Grandview 
Blvd, Erie, PA 16504.

Final holy hour at St. Peter Cathedral April 3
 ERIE—The Diocese of  Erie will hold its fi nal Lenten 
holy hour for vocations April 3 from 6 to 7 p.m. at St. 
Peter Cathedral, W. 10th and Sassafras streets, Erie. 
 The evening will include recitation of  the rosary, silent 
prayer, Benediction, and a homily by Father Michael Po-
linek, vocation director.

Author to speak about Pope Francis at library
 ERIE—Thomas Rourke, Ph.D., a professor of  political 
science at Clarion University of  Pennsylvania, will deliver 
a talk on his recently released book, The Roots of  Pope Fran-
cis’s Social and Political Thought, on April 8 at 2 p.m. in the 
Peninsula Room of  the Blasco Library in Erie.

Youth invited to Divine Mercy Encounter
 ERIE—The Divine Mercy Encounter retreat program 
invites anyone 16 and older to apply for its April 7-9 re-
treat at St. Joseph Church in Erie. The cost is $45; spon-
sorships are available. For more information or to apply 
online, go to www.divinemercyencounter.com.

Marian program offered at St. Julia Parish
 ERIE—Marian Consecration and 33 Days to Morning 
Glory, a program designed by Father Michael E. Gaitley, 
MIC, will be held at St. Julia Parish, Erie, beginning Mon-
day, April 10, and continuing Tuesdays through May 9, 
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. The program will end May 13 with 8 
a.m. Mass, and consecration, to celebrate the Feast of  Our 
Lady of  Fatima. The weekly gatherings will include video 
presentations on St. Louis de Montfort, St. Maximilian 
Kolbe, St. Teresa of  Calcutta and Pope St. John Paul II. 
All are welcome. For more information, contact Joan 
Peterson at 814-456-0639.

Loftus Lecture to feature Scripture professor
 ERIE—The  annual Thomas J. and Mary H. Loftus 
Lecture on Catholic Thought and Action at Gannon 
University will feature Father Thomas Hurst, PSS, former 
president-rector at St. Mary’s Seminary and University, 
Baltimore. Father Hurst will speak April 11 at 7 p.m. in 
the Yehl Alumni Room at the Waldron Campus Cen-
ter. The lecture—titled “Opportunities and Challenges: 
Forming Future Priests”—is free and open to the public. 
Reservations are encouraged.

Seminary Auxiliary to hold annual card party
 ERIE—The St. Mark Seminary Auxiliary will hold its 
annual card party to support diocesan seminarians on 
April 20 at 6 p.m. at the St. Mark Catholic Center gymna-
sium, 429 E. Grandview Blvd., Erie. Doors will open at 
5 p.m.; admission is $7. A light meal will be served. The 
evening will include grand prizes, a gift auction, a money 
and lottery tree and more. For reservations, call Betsy at 
814-504-2720 by April 13. Tickets are not available at the 
door. 

Mother-daughter teas set for Erie, Ridgway
 ERIE—The annual Mother Daughter 
Tea, sponsored by the Chastity Education 
Offi ce of  the Diocese of  Erie, will be held 
at two locations in the diocese next month.
 The fi rst tea will be held April 22 from 
11:45 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the social hall of  St. 
Leo Parish, 117 Depot St., Ridgway. The 
second tea will be held April 23 from 1 to 
3:30 p.m. at St. Mark Catholic Center, 429 East Grand-
view Blvd, Erie.
 Enjoy a dress-up tea, which includes time for bonding, 
fun and conversations about growing to healthy and holy 
womanhood. For more information or to register, visit 
www.erieRCD.org/chastity.htm or call Kate Whiteford, 
director of  the Chastity Education Offi ce, at 814-824-1259.

National Pastoral Musicians to host Songfest
 EDINBORO—The Erie Diocese Chapter of  the Nation-
al Pastoral Musicians will host its annual Spring Banquet 
and Songfest, “Singing the Music of  the Seasons,” on 
April 23 beginning at 2:30 p.m. at Our Lady of  the Lake 
Church, 128 Sunset Drive, Edinboro.
 Reservations are due April 10 by sending your name, 
parish, phone number and email to: Neil Himber, 102 
Sixth St., Youngsville, PA 16371. The cost is $12 for 
members; $15 for guests. Make checks payable to NPM 
Erie Diocese Chapter. For more information, call 814-734-
5446.

House of Mercy to host Spring Tea in April
 ERIE—The Sisters of  Mercy House of  Mercy Spring 
Tea will be held April 23 from 1 to 3 p.m. at Our Lady of  
Mount Carmel School’s Scheffner Hall, 1531 E. Grand-
view Blvd., Erie.
 Tickets, at $25 each, are available by contacting Sister 
Michele Schroeck, RSM, at michele.schroeck@gmail.com 
or at 814-898-0167.

St. Andrew Dinner invites young 
men to consider vocations
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JOAN D. CHITTISTER LECTURE SERIES

Tuesday, April 25, 7 p.m.
Mary D’Angelo Performing Arts Center 

Mercyhurst University

Tickets are free and will be available at the PAC box office 
beginning April 3. For information, call 814-824-3000. 

COKIE ROBERTS AND JOAN CHITTISTER, OSB

2308 West 8th Street 
Erie, PA 16505

(Located between H&R Block® and Edible Arrangments)

814-453-4981

Appointments preferred. Walk-ins welcome.
Monday-Friday: 9-7

Saturday: 9-3
Sunday: 11-3

AFS Tax Services
Over 36 years preparing tax returns in Erie

Compare OUR prices to H&R Block ® and Jackson Hewitt ®

H&R Block and Jackson Hewitt are registered® trademarks of their respective 
holders. Use of them does not imply an affiliation with or endorsement by them.

2530 Parade Street, Erie, Pa 16503
380  Millcreek Plaza, Erie, Pa 16565

A Sweet Stop!A Sweet Stop!
www.pulakoschocolates.com 800.627.0926

PRESENT THIS AD IN-STORE TO RECEIVE 10% OFF

CURWENSVILLE—St. Timo-
thy Parish and the Friends Relay 
for Life team in Curwensville re-
cently held a farewell pizza party 
for Father Mark Mastrian, center. 
Until February, he was pastor of  
St. Timothy.
 Due to parish restructuring 
throughout the diocese, Father 
Mastrian was recently appointed 
pastor of  St. Joseph Parish, Force. 
For several years, Father Mastrian 
had been a member and loyal sup-
porter of  the relay team, which 
raises funds for research programs 
searching for a cure for cancer.

MERCY IN MEXICO

 MÉRIDA, Yucatán, Mexico—Mercyhurst University students traveled to the diocesan-spon-
sored Mission of  Friendship in Mérida, Yucatán, Mexico, over their spring break. Dr. Alice Ed-
wards, a professor of  world languages and cultures, accompanied fi ve Spanish majors and minors. 
Pictured with Edwards, third from the left, are: Taylor Bookmiller, Michaela Gerace, Susan 
Baltes, Cole Lowe, Casey Bleuel and Patricia Pipkin, director of  the Mission of  Friendship.

St. Luke School raises 
funds for vocations
 ERIE—Students and staff  at St. Luke 
School in Erie wore jeans for a day as a 
fundraiser for the Vocation Offi ce of  the 
Diocese of  Erie. They raised $362.20 
and presented it to Father Michael Po-
linek, vocation director. Pictured with 
Father Polinek are second-graders T.J. 
Redmond and Linnea Nielson, and 
Principal Karen Beer.

Farewell party held 
for Father Mastrian

Your Perfect Cook Forest Getaway

www.cherryruncabins.com

Cherry Run Cabins

814-752-6481
Luxury Cabins • Year-Round Rental

CALL FOR 

SPRING 

SPECIALS!

Are you 65 or older 
and concerned 

about your 
Medicare benefits?

CONTACT
 THE WILLIAM J. ANDERSON

INSURANCE AGENCY

814-730-4653
ANDERSONWILLIAM56@YAHOO.COM

Representing 
Western Catholic Union 

A Fraternal Organization

Not affiliated with or endorsed 
by the United States government  

or federal Medicare program.

ADVANCED TICKET SALES 814-790-3386

Free food & Drink • BYOB • Games of Chance
ADMISSION $10.00 per person

 “KNIGHTS AT THE RACES”
3RD ANNUAL

SPONSORED BY
ST. JUDE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

SATURDAY • APRIL 22, 2017
OLCS GYMNASIUM

636 LOWELL AVE. • ERIE, PA
Doors open at 7:30 p.m.

First Race begins at 8:00 p.m.

 NORTH EAST—Students 
at St. Gregory School in North 
East raised $1,509 for the 
American Heart Association 
by participating in the annual 
“Hoop and Jump-A-Thon.”
 Students from all grade 
levels participated in heart-
healthy fi tness activities.  Pic-
tured are the top money col-
lectors. In the front is Lucy 
Kitchen; second row, from left, 
are: James Braley, Chancellor 
Martin and Gaige Brockway; 
and in the back row, from left, 
are: Lexi Kirschner, Saman-
tha Baumgratz, Caleb Quig-
ley and Trinity Martin.

 ERIE—Bishop Law-
rence Persico, center, 
recently visited Our 
Neighbors’ Place, an 
overfl ow homeless shel-
ter hosted every winter 
at St. John the Baptist 
Church in Erie.
 The shelter was open 
March 1-14.
 Pictured with the 
bishop, from left, are: 
Norma Fitzpatrick, 
Mary Ann Matlock, 
Kathy Snyder, Pat 
Marshall, Mary Coan 
and Ellen McNerney.

St. Gregory students raise funds for Heart Association

Bishop Persico visits  St. John’s overfl ow homeless shelter


