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Dynamic
Dozen
Rose Graham of
Catholic Charities is
one of 12 honored by
Mercy Center for
Women, page 3

Lenten
service
projects
Find out how
students in the Erie
Diocese journeyed
through Lent, page 4

Church Calendar
Events of the local, American and universal church

The three young men who will be ordained for the
Erie Diocese this year: twin brothers Deacon James
Campbell and Deacon Joseph Campbell of  St. Andrew
Parish in Erie and Deacon Marc Solomon, who grew
up as a member of  St. Francis Parish in Clearfield,
grace the cover of  the May/June issue of Faith maga-
zine.

In response to many requests for a profile on Msgr.
James Peterson, the magazine also presents a feature
on this priest
who has spent
decades minis-
tering to and
with men who
are working to
r e - e s t a b l i s h
their lives. “Fr.
Pete,” as he is
affectionately
known, has
managed to
combine his
desire for a
con templa -
tive life with
vital out-
reach efforts
through Maria House Project.

Jean Kennedy Keck offers practical ways we can
live out the U.S. bishops’ call to care for God’s cre-
ation, and Bishop Trautman discusses what it was like
to learn he was going to become a bishop. Faith is
expected to arrive in all households registered in the
Erie Diocese during the first week of  May. If  you are a
member of  a parish and do not receive your free sub-
scription, contact Brenda Williams, circulation manag-
er, at 814.824.1161 or toll free, 800.374.3723.

May/June issue of
Faith in the mail

Our Lady of Peace Parish, Erie
Tuesday, May 2 at 7 p.m. 

Blessed Sacrament Parish, Erie
Wednesday, May 3 at 7 p.m.

St. Boniface Parish, Kersey
Thursday, May 4 at 7 p.m. Confirmation
classes include St. Joseph, Force, and
St. Boniface, Kersey. 

St. Agatha Parish, Meadville
Friday, May 5 at 7 p.m. Confirmation classes
include St. Brigid, Meadville; St. Agatha,
Meadville; and St. Mary of  Grace, Meadville. 

Immaculate Conception Parish, Clarion
Sunday, May 7 at 5 p.m. Confirmation classes
include Immaculate Conception, Brookville;
Immaculate Conception, Clarion; St. Charles,
New Bethlehem; and St. Eusebius, East Brady. 

St. Patrick Parish, Franklin
Sunday, May 7 at 11:30 a.m.

St. George Parish, Erie
Monday, May 8 at 7 p.m.

St. Joseph Parish, Sharon
Saturday, May 13 at 5:15 p.m. Confirmation
classes include Sacred Heart, Sharon, and
St. Joseph, Sharon. 

St. Michael Parish, Greenville
Sunday, May 14 at 11:15 a.m.

Notre Dame Parish, Hermitage
Sunday, May 14 at 4 p.m.

National Clergy Day –
Sunday, April 30
This date, also known as
Good Shepherd Sunday, is
a most appropriate day to
honor bishops, priests and
deacons — those who serve
God’s people. Please help
spread the word about
National Clergy Day — a
day to honor and recognize dedicated clergy. 

Gannon University
commencement –
Saturday, May 6
Bishop Donald Trautman
will celebrate Gannon
University’s Baccalaureate
Mass at 10 a.m. at St. Peter Cathedral.
Commencement ceremonies will follow at
Gannon at 2 p.m. 

World Day of Prayer for Vocations –
Sunday, May 7

Prayer for vocations

Provident God, 
You bless us with the gift of  Jesus
who cares for us as a good shepherd.

By our baptism we are anointed and
sent to continue the mission of  Jesus. 

Guide your people to prayerfully choose
a way of  life that best serves you
with their gifts.

Empower us by your Holy Spirit
to live dedicated lives
as married and single people,
as deacons, priests and religious.

United with Jesus, our shepherd, 
we are one with you now and forever. Amen.
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Easter Attendance
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sometimes
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Do you plan on attending
church services Easter Sunday?

How often do you
regularly attend church?
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Youth learn about Saving Grace

Scouting honors
& awards

Here’s a look at some of
the patches, badges, medals
and awards students work
toward achieving in the Erie
Diocese. For more informa-
tion on scouting, visit
www.ErieRCD.org. 

Family of God – This pro-
gram is designed for 1st and
2nd grade Brownies. Its pur-
pose is to help children dis-
cover the presence of God in
their daily lives as members of
the family and parish. 

Light of Christ – This pro-
gram is to help 1st and 2nd
grade Tiger and Wolf Cub
Scouts develop a personal
relationship with Jesus. 

I Live My Faith – The pur-
pose of this program is to
guide Girl Scouts in 4th, 5th
and 6th grade into a deeper
commitment to their Catholic
faith. This year’s honoree is
Alyssa Abramzcak of Blessed
Sacrament, Erie. 

Ad Altare Dei – The Ad Altare
Dei Cross is recognition the
church gives to a scout in 7th
& 8th grade for advancement
in the study of the sacraments
to encourage spiritual growth.
This year’s recipient is Cory
Hartyell of St. Michael,
Fryburg. 

Bishop Trautman Honor
Unit – The Bishop’s Honor
Unit Award is given to the
parish Girl Scout and Boy
Scout programs which have
demonstrated outstanding
leadership, service and wor-
ship during the year. Boy
Scouts honored this year
include: Cub Scout Pack 59 at
Our Lady of Peace, Erie; Boy
Scout Troop 15 at Sacred
Heart, Erie; Crew 15 at
Sacred Heart, Erie; and Pack
6 at St. Joseph, Warren.

By Jason Koshinskie
FaithLife editor

It was important for
Anne Riddle to make the trip
from St. Marys to Erie to see
her son Benjamin receive his
Parvuli Dei award. 

The emblem is a recogni-
tion that the church gives to
3rd, 4th and 5th grade Cub
Scouts and Webelo Scouts
for advancements in religious
knowledge and spiritual for-
mation. Its purpose is to help
the recipient become more
aware of  God’s presence in
his daily life. 

“It means a whole lot to
me,” Anne Riddle said. As a
widow, Anne has been focus-
ing on finding good role
models for her boys
Benjamin, 11, and Peter, 9.
She says she’s found that
through scouting. 

“It not only focuses on
good activities, but it also
teaches good Christian val-
ues,” she said. “I believe that
if  you’re not practicing your
faith, then you’re not going
to become all you can be and
all that God wants you to be.
I’m trying to teach them
through scouting.” 

The mother beamed
when her son received his
award. And she wasn’t alone. 

Proud parents and family

Religious awards honor scouts’
commitment to Catholic faith

members packed St. Peter
Cathedral on April 23 for the
annual presentation of  the
Erie Diocese’s religious scout-
ing awards. The awards cere-
mony is sponsored by the
Department of  Religious
Education, the Office of
Youth Ministry, the Catholic
Committee on Boy Scouting
and the Catholic Girl Scout
Committee. 

Bishop Donald Trautman
presented 200 individual and
group badges, patches and
honors to Boy Scouts, Girl
Scouts, Cub Scouts and
Brownies throughout the 13-
county diocese for their
achievements in spiritual
growth. 

One of  the purposes of
scouting is to further spiritual

development, says Tim
Nowakowski, committee
chairman of  Pack 115 at Our
Lady of  Mount Carmel in
Erie. 

“We’re hoping the work
that the kids do, with their
collaboration in working
toward these patches and
badges, becomes an ongoing
part of  their family life,”
Nowakowski said. 

While the awards hon-
ored students involved in
scouting throughout the dio-
cese, they also recognized
the adult troop and pack
leaders for their commitment
to helping instill the values of
the faith. 

For the fifth year in a
row, the Erie Diocese was
recognized as a Quality

Diocese by the National
Catholic Committee on
Scouting. 

The Scouting Office will
hold its annual Catholic
scouting retreat May 19-21 at
Custaloga Town Scout
Reservation. At this time,
many students begin working
on next year’s honors. 

“For students who want
to get involved in scouting,
now is a perfect time,” said
Joan Martin of  the diocesan
Scouting Office. “We hold a
yearly retreat in the spring to
help students get started on
their faith-based projects.” 

For more information on
the retreat or scouting, con-
tact the Scouting Office at
814.824.1213 or visit
www.ErieRCD.org.

Scout oath or promise

On my honor I will
do my best

To do my duty to God
and my country
And to obey the

Scout Law;
To help other people

at all times;
To keep myself

physically strong, 
Mentally awake and

morally straight. 

By Jason Koshinskie
FaithLife editor

ST. MARYS — Nearly
600 youth and youth lead-
ers representing 36 parishes
throughout the Erie
Diocese recently spent a
day reflecting on the saving
power of  God’s grace. 

Saving Grace was the
theme of  this year’s middle
school youth rally, which
took place March 25 at Elk
County Catholic High
School in St. Marys. 

The rally began with a
project called “Museum of
Graces.” All of  the parishes
and schools attending the
rally were asked to design
“grace” in the form of  a
poster or object and each
was put on display in a
museum style. Parishes
introduced their posters to
the group and the items
were discussed and voted
on in American Idol style. 

The senior high youth of
St. Marys Lifeteen per-
formed a Living Stations
program using current
themes, thought-provoking
dialogue and contemporary
music.  Senior high youth
from Ridgway, St. Marys
and Johnsonburg helped
plan the program. 

Students participated in
Letters from Home project,

which sends cards, letters
and other items to troops
overseas. Chris Jovenetti of
Johnsonburg coordinated the
project. 

Catholic edu-tainer Bob
Perron of  Stooge 4 Christ
Ministries (Strive Toward
Obeying Our God Everyday)
was the rally’s keynote pre-
senter, blending humor and
education focused on receiv-
ing and giving grace. 

The rally also included
performances by the bilin-
gual Christian band Who Do
You Say I Am, which also
provided music for the day’s
liturgy. 

Father Mike DeMartinis
celebrated a vibrant youth

Mass, which closed the
day’s events. Concelebrating
were Father David Perry,
Father Mark Stockton,
Father Skip Davis and
Father Rich Toohey. 

As a way of  keeping the
energy and theme of  this
year’s rally alive, students
were given a mission to find
grace in their town and
share it with a partner
parish through a “Grace in
Our Hometown” scrapbook
project. Students have been
assigned to take some pho-
tos of  places where grace
can be found in their towns.
The photos will be compiled
in a scrapbook and shared
with parish partners.

Top, Bishop Donald Trautman hands out badges at the reli-
gious scouting awards April 23 at St. Peter Cathedral.
Bottom, Cub Scouts receiving the Light of Christ award
take in the ceremony.

Students take a break to sign T-shirts during the Saving
Grace youth rally at Elk County Catholic High School in
St. Marys.



CLOCK REPAIR
Burdie’s Clock Shop
238 South Main St.

Cambridge Springs, PA  16403
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All your collision needs.
Special Wash & Wax...$50

453-6185

Since 1947

With the upcoming season of First Communion,
Penance, Confirmation and Graduation,
you won’t want to miss this great opportunity

to order your BEARSBEARS from Le�ers From Home.
They are beary thoughtful and are perfect for the occasion.

Only a $10 donation plus shipping and handling.
Place your orders soon to have for that special moment.

Order from www.lettersfromhomeprogram.org
and click on the BEARS, TSHIRTS & MORE tab.

E-mail your orders to: lettersfromhome@alltel.net
or CALL 814-781-1982 and leave a message.

Graduation tassels are available in 8 different colors: Black, Navy, Royal Blue, Purple, Burgundy, Green, Red and Gold.

Noted author and Catholic apolo-
gist Dr. Scott Hahn will present a series
of  three talks titled Heaven on Earth: The
Mystery Unveiled on Saturday, May 6 at
St. George Parish, Erie. The first pres-
entation will begin at 10 a.m. Tickets
are $7 in advance, $10 at the door and
$5 for students. For more information,
call 814.864.0622 or visit www.gifts-of-
faith.com/scott_hahn.html.

Clearfield will hold its 29th annual
Rosary March on Sunday, May 7. The
events, which include praying of  the
rosary and eucharistic procession, will begin at 3 p.m. at the
Clearfield Fair Grounds Expo Building. The guest speaker will be
Father David Poulson, pastor of  St. Michael Parish in Fryburg and
spiritual director of  the Erie Diocesan Division of  the Blue Army of
Our Lady of  Fatima. For more information, contact Bill Moore at
814.765.0171. 

The world-renowned boys choir from Saint Michael Cathedral
in Toronto will perform in Erie on Sunday, May 7 at Our Lady of
Peace Parish. The concert will begin at 7 p.m. Join these boys from
grades 5-12 for a wonderful concert of  sacred and secular music.
Admission is $5 per person or $15 for a family ticket. Proceeds will
benefit the OLP youth group. 

The parish is still in need of  housing for the boys. Families will-
ing to host a pair or trio of  the choir boys for two nights, May 6 and
7, should call Eric Dart at 833.7701. It’s always a very positive expe-
rience for host families—the boys are polite, interesting and from all
over the world.

Many groups in the Erie Diocese are still finding ways to aid
those affected by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. One of  those ways
will be through song. Two Erie music groups will hold two benefit
concerts. Selah Praise Band of  Our Lady of  Peace Parish and Holy
Rosary Parish contemporary ensemble The Christos will join voices
and instruments to praise God on two separate dates. 

The groups will perform Go Make a Difference on Friday, May 12
at Our Lady of Peace, 2401 W. 38th St., and Friday, June 9 at Holy
Rosary, 2701 East Ave. Both performances will begin at 7:30 p.m.

A free-will offering will be taken to benefit the Catholic Diocese
of Lake Charles, La., which was severely impacted by Hurricane
Rita and continues to work toward recovery. 

Deacon Joseph Campbell, who is finishing up his seminary
studies at the North American College in Rome, served as a deacon
for Pope Benedict XVI on April 13 when the Holy Father celebrat-
ed the Holy Thursday Chrism Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica. Deacon
Joseph will be ordained to the priesthood, along with his twin broth-
er James and classmate Marc Solomon, on June 23 at St. Peter
Cathedral in Erie. 

Jason Koshinskie is editor of  FaithLife. Contact him at
JKoshinskie@ErieRCD.org or 814.824.1171.

By the Way...

Name:  __________________________________________________ 
Address:  ________________________________________________ 
City:  ___________________________________________________ 
State:  _________  Zip:  ____________________ 
Phone:  _________________________________________________ 
E-mail Address:  ___________________________________________  
Mail your completed form to:    DuBois Area Catholic School 
    Office of Endowment 
    P.O. Box 567  
    DuBois, PA 15801 
Or e-mail your request to:   svarischetti@cchs.pvt.k12.pa.us 

Charitable Gift Annuities -
GiftGift

GivingGiving
The Gift That
   Keeps On Giving
Guaranteed Income For Life. A Charitable Gift Annuity is an easy way to make a gift to 
the DuBois Area Catholic School while generating income for you and your family. In 
exchange for your gift, the School guarantees a fixed annual rate of return from 5.5% up to 
11.3%* depending on your age. At the same time, your gift helps support the DuBois Area 
Catholic School’s mission in any manner that you designate.

* CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY PAYMENT RATES
Single Life

 
 

Age Rate Age  Rate  Age  Rate  Age Rate  
55 5.5% 64 6.0%  73 6.8%  82  8.5% 
56 5.6% 65 6.0%  74 6.9%  83  8.8% 
57 5.6% 66 6.1%  75 7.1%  84  9.2% 
58 5.7% 67 6.2%  76 7.2%  85  9.5% 
59 5.7% 68 6.3%  77 7.4%  86  9.9% 
60 5.7% 69 6.4%  78 7.6%  87  10.2%
61 5.8% 70 6.5%  79 7.8%  88  10.6%
62 5.9% 71 6.6%  80 8.0%  89  11.0%
63 5.9% 72 6.7% 81 8.3% 90 & over   11.3%  

To find out if a Charitable Gift Annuity may be right for you,
call the DuBois Area Catholic School’s Office of Endowment
at 814-372-3882, complete the form at the bottom or e-mail
your inquiry to: svarischetti@cchs.pvt.k12.pa.us

*Rates are effective through June 30th, 2006.

Go with experience
you can trust...

Earn More
Worry Less

Since 1975, Gen-See investors
have done better for 5 great reasons:
• Regular monthly checks • No fees or commissions
• Low minimum initial investment...$5,000 • Term 3, 4 or 5 years
• Rate of interest guaranteed for term of certificate

Gen-See Capital Corporation
1-800-507-4393

7.1%
Annually

When Interest Income Counts, It’s Time To Call Gen-See

Make a fresh
start...RIGHT NOW                      Annually7.1% 1-800-507-4393

U.S.

Archbishop: Future of schools may be
different but no less glorious 
ATLANTA (CNS) —
Catholic schools have a
precedent from which they
can learn how to break
through when things look
rough, according to
Archbishop Wilton D.
Gregory of  Atlanta. “The
church of  Jesus Christ was
born in challenging times!”
he said, echoing the theme
of  the National Catholic
Educational Association’s
103rd annual convention,
“Charting the Future in
Challenging Times.”
“From our very begin-
nings, we have faced diffi-
culties that would have overwhelmed ordinary people,” Archbishop
Gregory said in his homily at the NCEA convention’s opening Mass
April 18. The convention was relocated to Atlanta after the original
site, New Orleans, became unsuitable following Hurricane Katrina
last summer. “Catholic educators are the heirs to the legacy of  faith
that was born in those challenging times,” the archbishop said, allud-
ing to the Gospel reading for the Mass, in which the apostles knew
that Jesus was dead — but did not yet know that he had risen. He
called it a “temptation” within the church “to believe that yesterday
was the zenith of  our lives.”

Bishops get at least $500,000 to aid
trafficking victims
WASHINGTON (CNS) — The U.S. Department of  Health and
Human Services announced April 18 that it has awarded a contract
of  at least $500,000 to the U.S. Conference of  Catholic Bishops to
aid victims of  human trafficking. Awarded through the Office of
Refugee Resettlement of  the department’s Administration for
Children and Families, the contract will fund direct services provid-
ed to such trafficking victims through the USCCB’s Migration and
Refugee Services. It provides a minimum of  $500,000 a year and up
to $6 million a year to cover such costs, with a yearly renewal option
up to four more years. The Catholic Church has been a leader in
efforts in recent years to draw attention to and provide services for
the large number of  people who are brought into the country each
year by force, fraud or coercion for the purpose of  sexual exploita-
tion, slave labor or domestic servitude. 

Don’t forget ongoing needs after hurricanes,
Charities officials say 
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Congress, the Bush administration and
the American public must not lose sight of  the needs of  those who
are still suffering from the effects of  hurricanes Katrina and Rita,
Catholic Charities officials told a Capitol Hill briefing April 7. “We
will continue to be the best Samaritans that we can, but we need help
from Washington,” said Father Joe Rubio, vice president of  commu-
nity relations and advocacy for Catholic Charities of  Galveston-
Houston. “We need the bureaucracy to be more responsive,” he told
congressional staff  members at the briefing. “We cannot just conduct
these fistfights in order to get the kinds of  support that we need from
various (federal) departments to house and feed and help people
redirect and start a whole new life.” Catholic Charities agencies
nationwide have aided more than 300,000 victims of  the hurricanes,
including 87,000 children and 10,000 seniors. Catholic Charities
USA has raised more than $158 million for short-term assistance
and long-term recovery efforts by 75 local Catholic Charities agen-
cies.

WORLD

Send-off of pilgrim cross opens countdown
to World Youth Day 2008
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — With the
unveiling of  a logo, the handover of
a pilgrim cross and the cheers of
young Australians, the “road to
Sydney” and World Youth Day 2008
were officially opened at the
Vatican. Pope Benedict XVI sent the
World Youth Day cross on a two-
year trip across Africa and Oceania
after a Palm Sunday liturgy April 9.
Accepting it were young
Australians, eager for the spiritual
spotlight that will soon begin to
swing across their country. With
Australian flags unfurled, the young people indulged in some lively
celebration after the liturgy in St. Peter’s Square. “That was the spir-
it of  Sydney on display,” Morris Iemma, premier of  the Australian
state New South Wales, remarked at a press conference afterward.
He predicted that young people would find Sydney “the friendliest

city and the most welcoming city” in the world. Pope Benedict XVI
gave the organizers a morale boost when he told pilgrims, “See you
in Sydney, God willing.” When Australia was announced last year
as the venue for the next international gathering, there was doubt
about whether the pope would make the trip.

PEOPLE 

White House official named president
of St. Vincent College 
LATROBE, Pa. (CNS) — He’s
worked with governors and U.S. sen-
ators, with the president of  the
United States and his Cabinet. But
one of  the biggest influences on H.
James Towey’s life was Blessed
Mother Teresa of  Calcutta, the direc-
tor of  the White House Office of
Faith-Based and Community
Initiatives said as he was introduced
April 18 as the next president of  St.
Vincent College in Latrobe. “Mother
Teresa was and is a great inspira-
tion,” said Towey, 49. “She taught
me a lot. I wouldn’t be here without
her influence.” In Washington,
President George W. Bush praised
Towey, who also has been an assis-
tant to the president since 2002, as “a
dedicated public servant who has
served as a vital member of  my
administration for more than four
years.” St. Vincent College Seminary
is one of  four major seminaries that serves the Erie Diocese in the
study and training of  seminarians for the priesthood.

New papal nuncio to U.S. cites vitality
of U.S. Catholicism 
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Archbishop
Pietro Sambi, new papal nuncio to the
United States, is impressed by the vitality of
U.S. Catholicism. “There are problems in
the church of  the United States,” he said in
an interview with Catholic News Service.
“I know also there is a lot of  vitality — I
would like that this be more known.” The
nuncio, who arrived in the United States
Feb. 24, just before Lent began, said he was
impressed at reports from U.S. bishops on
the “hundreds and hundreds of  adult per-
sons” who came to their cathedrals on the
first Sunday of  Lent to begin the final stages
of  preparation to be baptized or enter into full communion with the
church at Easter. As a papal diplomat “I travel a lot throughout the
world,” he said. “It is difficult to find a part of  the world where the
charity of  U.S. Catholics did not reach the poor or sick people.”

NEWS BRIEFS

CNS photo
Hail to the chief: H. James
Towey holds his daughter,
Marie, 3, near the end of  a
press conference announc-
ing he was named the 16th
president of  St. Vincent
College in Latrobe, Pa.,
April 18.

CNS photo
Charting the Future: Atlanta
Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory deliv-
ers the homily during the opening
liturgy April 18 at the National
Catholic Educational Association's
103rd annual convention in Atlanta.

CNS photo
Archbishop Pietro
Sambi

HeavenHeaven on on Earth:Earth:
The Mystery UnveiledThe Mystery Unveiled
HeavenHeaven on on EarthEarth:
The Mystery UnveiledThe Mystery Unveiled
Dr. Scott Hahn, the internationally known
Bible expert and convert to Catholicism, will be
presenting a series of three talks on
SATURDAY, MAY 6th, 2006
at St. George Church in Erie.
10:00am: The Lamb’s Supper
12:30pm: Letter and Spirit
  2:00pm: Lord Have Mercy
Tickets: $7 in advance; $10 at the door; $5 students (12-22)
For more info: www.gifts-of-faith.com/scott_hahn.html
or call 814-864-0622

We hope to see you there for this exciting event!

Jason Koshinskie



May 4, St. Patrick’s Cauley Center, 215 East 4th St., Erie, 6 p.m.

May 5 and 12, St. Anthony of Padue Church, 165 Beach Ave., Cambridge Springs, 9 a.m.

May 8 and 11, Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Catholic Church,
1531 East Grandview Blvd., Erie, 6 p.m.

May 9, Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church, 1626 West 26th St., Erie, 6 p.m.

May 10, St. Paul’s Center, 453 West 16th St., Erie, 6 p.m.
TourstoItaly

Customized tours for
clubs, churches &

family groups
are also available.

CALL 1-800-829-2201
www.italianheritagetours.com
e-mail: italiantours@aol.com

June, Sept., Oct.
See the best of Italy & the
town of your family roots.

HOUSE PARENTS
Living expense: FREE in one 
of our beautiful Bucks or 
Montgomery County, PA 
homes working with youth in 
need, ages 12 to 18. Full time 
salary for one, other may 
hold outside full-time job.

*Opportunity to save money
*Ongoing support
     and training
*Help change
    kids’ lives

CALL 267-718-1326 EOE
Visit our website at

www.csfbuxmont.org

STUMP REMOVAL
Back yards and tight spots are our
specialty. Small trees and shrubs

removed. Insured.
Call for a free estimate.

Ken - (814) 474-2195

Rosary MarchRosary MarchThe 29th AnnualThe 29th Annual

Sunday, May 7th at 3:00pmSunday, May 7th at 3:00pmSunday, May 7th at 3:00pm
in the Expo I Building at the Clearfield Fair Grounds

GUEST SPEAKER- Fr. David Poulson
• Pastor of St. Michael’s Parish, Fryburg, PA

• Spiritual Director of the Erie Diocesan Division
of the Blue Army of Our Lady of Fatima

Join us in the outdoor Rosary and Eucharist Procession
“Pray the Rosary everyday in order to obtain“Pray the Rosary everyday in order to obtain

peace for the world.” peace for the world.” (O.L. of Fatima 1917)(O.L. of Fatima 1917)
There will be Religious Articles, Books,

Literature, Food and Much More!
In case of inclement weather, the Rosary Procession

will be moved into the Expo I Building
For more Information,

CALL Bill Moore at (814) 765-0171
©    Artwork by Bruce Baker©    Artwork by Bruce Baker

Anniversary celebrations for couples cel-
ebrating 25th, 50th or 60th wedding anniver-
saries in 2006 will be held at two locations in
the diocese: Sunday, July 30 at Blessed
Sacrament Parish in Erie and Sunday, Aug.
13 at Ss. Cosmos & Damian Parish in
Punxsutawney. 

Bishop Donald W. Trautman will preside
at each of  these celebrations. They will begin
at 2 p.m. and include Mass, presentation of
anniversary scrolls to the couples and a
reception for the couples and their families. 

To register, please contact your parish
rectory or the diocese’s Family Life Office at
814.824.1250 or 1.800.374.3723 ext. 250. To
register online or for more information, visit
www.eriercd.org/familylifeoffice.asp on the
Web.

VATICAN CITY (CNS) – 

 Dear brothers and sisters, 
On this, the first anniversary of  my 
election as the successor of  St. Peter, 
I thank the Lord for his unfailing 
help, and I express my gratitude to 
all those who have supported me 
by their prayers. I ask you to 
continue praying that, by 
God's grace, I may always 
be a gentle and firm 
shepherd for Christ's 
flock. 

 – Pope Benedict XVI, 
addressing 50,000 
people in St. Peter's 
Square April 19 for his 
weekly general audience.
It was also the first 
anniversary of  his election 
as pope.

Family Life Office announces anniversary celebration dates for 2006

“Serving others, caring for 
others, doing good for others 
and always setting a good 
example – this is the essence 
of  scouting. Stay focused on 
Christ and I promise you 
you’ll have happiness on this 
earth and happiness forever in 
heaven with God.”                                                      

– Bishop Donald Trautman, speaking 
at the annual Scout Religious Awards 
April 23 at St. Peter Cathedral.

Msgr. McSweeney, diocese honored at Addy Awards
Msgr. Tom McSweeney is the recipient of

the Erie Ad Club’s 2006 Ad Person of  the
Year Award. 

Msgr. McSweeney, director of  evange-
lization for communication and public rela-
tions for the Erie Diocese and parochial
administrator of  Holy Trinity Parish in Erie,
was honored at the Erie Ad Club’s annual
Addy Awards on April 7 at the Ambassador
Banquet and Conference Center in Erie. 

The award is presented annually to an
individual or organization to recognize out-
standing contributions toward the advance-
ment of  the communications industry in the
Erie or surrounding area. 

Msgr. McSweeney was honored for over-
seeing the launch of  Faith magazine and
FaithLife news bulletin, his work with
MSNBC during the papal transition and for
the weekly talk show he will soon begin host-
ing for Sirius Satellite Radio. 

Several entries representing the Diocese of  Erie also received honors. Bronze Addys were
awarded for the Pope John Paul II tribute issue and papal poster and Faith magazine’s editorial lay-
out and Inspiration series. Faith also received a gold Addy award for its 2005 Christmas card. 

The Addy Awards are the advertising industry’s largest and most representative competition,
recognizing creative excellence and the very best of  advertising worldwide.

Mercy Center for Women names Dynamic Dozen
The Mercy Center for Women honored its Dynamic

Dozen at the annual Women Making History presentation
held April 4 at Mercyhurst College. 

Rose Graham, director of  development for Catholic
Charities of  the Diocese of  Erie, and Sister Patricia Whalen,
RSM, were two of  the twelve women honored this year. 

Women Making History honorees are selected based on
several criteria including dedicated service in the neighbor-
hood, workplace or community. 

Graham recently returned from two trips to the Diocese of
Lake Charles, La., which was devastated by Hurricane Rita.
She wrote more than $2 million in successful grant applica-
tions and helped the diocese develop a distribution plan for the
funds and goods it had already received. 

Sister Pat is a founding mentor of  the Mercy Center for
Women. For several years she lived with homeless women and
their children at Hope House, the forerunner to the Mercy
Center’s housing component. Her ministry service at
Mercyhurst College for more than 25 years has been as a
teacher, an assistant to the academic dean and currently
College Regsitrar. She has also served as councilor, vice presi-
dent and assistant formation director for the Sisters of  Mercy Erie community. 

Other women honored this year include: LaWanda Bender-Goodwine, Elaine Ghazinour,
Charlotte Heinrich Richards, Jean Joyce, Mary Elizabeth Kwaitkowski, Laura Lewis, Ph. D.,
Maggie Melendez, Jane Rayburg, Mary Temple, CFRE, and Gwendolyn White. 

Mercy Center for Women was founded by the sisters of  Mercy in January 1994 to provide long-
term (up to 1 year) transitional housing and support services to homeless women with or without
children.

People in the News

Sister M. Agnes Clare
Krepcho, 78, of  the Sisters of
St. Joseph of  Northwestern
Pennsylvania, died April 19,
2006. She was in her 60th year
of  religious life. She was born
April 8, 1928 in Erie, the daugh-
ter of  the late Stanley and Mary
Dembinski Krepcho. She
entered the Sisters of  St. Joseph
from St. Mary Parish in Erie on
Sept. 1, 1946, and professed her
final vows on Aug. 15, 1952.
She celebrated her 50th Jubilee
in 1996. She received a B.S.
degree in elementary education
from Villa Maria College, Erie,
and a masters degree in educa-
tion administration from Ohio
State University. 

She earned a certificate in
chemical dependency counselor
training from Penn State
University and also received a
certificate from the City of  Erie
Citizens Police Academy. 

Sister Agnes Clare ministered
in the field of  education for
more than 30 years. During that
time, she served as an elemen-
tary school teacher and princi-

Bishop Donald Trautman greets couples at the anniver-
sary Mass at Sacred Heart Church in 2005.

Msgr. Tom McSweeney accepts the 2006 Ad
Person of the Year Award at the annual Addy
Awards April 7.

Rose Graham was honored for
Hurricane Rita relief work for
the Diocese of Lake Charles, La.

pal in numer-
ous schools
throughout
the Erie
Diocese and
two schools
in Columbus,
Ohio. She
also spent
many years
in social serv-
ice ministries
including Gannondale Group

Home in Harborcreek,
Hermitage House in Edinboro,
Covenant House/Under 21 in
New York City, and Saint
Vincent Serenity Drug/Alcohol
Recovery Center in Erie. She
served as a Neighborhood
Ambassador for Saint Vincent
Health Center/South Erie
Hillside. Most recently she has
served in ministries at the
Sisters’ Villa Maria Community
Living Center.

Death Notice

Sister Agnes Clare Krepcho, SSJ, dies at 78

Sister M.
Agnes Clare
Krepcho, SSJ



St. Leo School, Ridgway

Pictured, left to right, are seventh-graders Isabelle Urmann,
Nathan Dattoli, Ralph Tettis and Jessica Raubenstrauch.

Students from St. Leo School in
Ridgway collected “Nickels for
the Needy” and canned goods
during Lent. The money and
canned goods will be divided
between the local food bank in
Ridgway and the Second Harvest
Food Bank in Erie. Students at
St. Leo’s also participated in
Operation Rice Bowl along with
the entire parish community. 

Blessed Sacrament School, Erie

Blessed Sacrament School collected change to donate to the Kid’s
Cafe, a ministry of  the Benedictine Sisters of  Erie. The school
raised a total of  $418.35. The students also donated three large
boxes of  new stuffed animals which were distributed to local agen-
cies.

Students, from left to right, Austyn Page, Marina Tojaga and Sara
Gromacki with Ann Vinca, director of the Kids Cafe. 

Weekly Stations of  the Cross
at Holy Family School were led
by the students. Each class pre-
sented a unique version. The
stations were concluded with
the first- and eighth-grade class-
es acting them out.

Each Wednesday during
Lent, students donated money
for St. John’s Mission in South
Africa which helps children
with AIDS. The school also
held a Family Spiritual Night
where students reenacted
Scripture, completed a craft and
had a sing-a-long.  

Holy Family School, Erie

St. Marys Catholic Middle School, St. Marys

St. John/Holy Rosary-Eastside Catholic School, Erie

Students Kameron Murray, Brea Trojanovich and Santos Cruz
donate to St. John’s Mission in South Africa.

From left to right, cafeteria manager Janet Dippold, seventh-
grader Sara Lemmert, sixth-grader Alex Renwick, cafeteria staff
member Kathy Minnick and eighth-grader Robert Wortman are
looking at crosses on the trees, representing the “Prayer Pals”
they have for the Lenten season. 

Pictured, front row, left to
right, are Student Council rep-
resentatives Bob Buettner, Alex
Shaloiko, Jonathan Shaloiko,
Mickey Wagner, Celina Rizzo,
Kyle Wagner, Ariel Presley,
Jackie Colish. Back row,
Brittany Lucas, Marly
McLaughlin, Megan King and
Kayla McBride.

Students at St. Luke prayed
the Stations of  the Cross weekly
and had the opportunity to
attend daily 8 a.m. Mass.

Students gave money from
their own resources that will be
donated to Catholic Charities.
This will in turn be used to
assist causes in our local and
regional area. Each day during
Lent a “free will” offering was
collected at lunchtime. Children
were encouraged to participate
in this collection to the best of
their ability.

Ribbons were hung in the
church. Children and parish-
ioners were then invited to write
their Lenten sacrifice on small
paper cacti. At the end of  Lent,
small paper flowers were added
to the ribbons. Cacti needles are
prickly. What faults or failings
get under our skin to keep us
from a relationship with God?
Flowers are smooth and supple.
What actions and deeds bring
us to a deeper relationship with
Jesus? 

Students throughout the Erie Diocese journeyed through Lent
with prayer, fasting and almsgiving. The following photos and
news items feature many different Lenten service projects from
diocesan schools and religious education programs.

Journey through Lent - Part II

Student Council sponsored a
schoolwide canned food drive.
All donations were given to the
Second Harvest Food Bank of
Northwest Pennsylvania. 

Students followed the dioce-
san daily Lenten calendar,
which was introduced each day
at morning prayer. They also
went to confession to make
themselves spiritually ready for
the Easter season. 

A prayer service rounded out
Holy Family’s Lenten activi-
ties. Students broke bread
together as Jesus and his apos-
tles did at the Last Supper.
Twelve students were chosen
to represent the 12 apostles.
They also participated in the
washing of  feet.

Students, faculty, administra-
tion and staff  members
exchanged names and prayed
for each other throughout Lent.
During the first part of  Holy
Week, everyone wrote a note

identifying themselves to their
Prayer Pal. The power of  prayer
is being felt throughout the
building. Many students plan to
continue their prayers for the
remainder of  the school year.

St. Leo Parish, Ridgway 
St. Leo families whose children are in grades K-8 participated in a
Lenten gift of  themselves to others. Each family was asked to deco-
rate a plain white paper cross to symbolize the sacrifice made in
doing a special  kindness or service project during the Lenten season.

Grape wreaths symbolizing Jesus’ crown of  thorns hung from the
church windows. Each family’s cross was attached to one of  the
crowns of  thorns. At Easter, flowers were added to symbolize the life
Jesus and St. Leo’s families bring to others.

Notre Dame, Hermitage
Forty-five students from both

Notre Dame School and the
parish religious education pro-
gram gathered for a retreat day
during Lent. Each student, after
reflecting on the Scripture of  the
Good Shepherd found in Luke’s
Gospel, was asked to make a
Good Shepherd statue and write
a letter of  congratulations and

encouragement to the second
grade students who were mak-
ing their first reconciliation. 

The letters that the sixth
graders wrote came from the
heart. They reminded the stu-
dents of  what it was like when
they celebrated their first
reconciliation. Each letter was
placed on special stationery.

St. Michael School, Greenville
Students at St. Michael

School in Greenville collected
canned fruit for the Good
Shepherd Center to use for the
Easter food baskets for needy
families while decorating 240
grocery bags for the center.
Students also collected coins for
the church renovation project
and Catholic Services Appeal

and participated in Operation
Rice Bowl with their families.

The forth grade class had a
Lenten retreat at Camp
Nazareth and made the Stations
of  the Cross weekly at the ceme-
tery chapel. The seventh grade
class sent Internet birthday cards
to Pope Benedict and “get well”
cards to parish shut-ins.

Immaculate Conception, Brookville
On the evening of  March 23,

under the direction of  Debra
Hamilton, Immaculate
Conception’s 8th grade reli-
gious education students
brought the Stations of  the
Cross to life by portraying each
station through narration and
nonverbal acting. Students
were dressed in costumes
depicting the various stations.
Costumes were designed and
created by students and their
parents as they interpreted
their character in the station.
This class also made represen-
tations of  each station with
popsicle sticks and pictures
and handed them out to audi-
ence members as a reminder of

what they witnessed. The per-
formance was repeated Palm
Sunday for students of  the reli-
gious education program and
their families.

During Lent, religious educa-
tion students in grades 7-10
were responsible for leading the
rosary before each Sunday
morning Mass. Students were
presented with a filled Easter
egg for the “eggcellent” job they
all did.

Amy Hetrick’s ninth grade
religious education students col-
lected donations to fill Easter
baskets for needy children in the
area. This project was coordi-
nated with children and youth
of  Jefferson County.

Malibu, CA & Winston-Salem, NC
Ages 8-18 residential & 4-18 day camp

June 11 - Aug.  5, 4-8 week sessions

CampCamp
WEIGHT-Loss
CampCamp

We offer personalized nutrition, exercise and meal plans
for each child.  Also specializing in type 2 diabetic care.

Every camp activity imaginable! Co-ed.
877-CAMP-GLU

E-mail: campglucose@aol.com
or visit us on the web at: www.campglucose.com

St. Luke School, Erie

Our Lady of Mount Carmel School, Erie

A banner featuring a cactus
hangs at St. Luke School,
Erie. The cactus’ needles sym-
bolize our faults and failings
which may keep us from God.

SUNDAY, MAY 7, 2006

MASS  10:00 A.M. • REDEDICATION  11:30 A.M.
BRUNCH WILL FOLLOW

PLEASE RSVP ONLINE AT WWW.HYSERIE.ORG OR BY CALLING 8997664

We sponsor BUS TOURS to Pittsburgh, Cleveland, North
Tonawanda and Buffalo to hear The Mighty Wurlitzers

$40 for members, $45 for non-members

Price includes show ticket,
and round trip bus.

Erie Area Theatre Organ Society
Call Joe Luckey at 871-7276

Leave your number for a return call.

OLMC School celebrated Holy Week by having a Mass April 11
with the 7th and 8th graders doing a presentation on the Stations of
the Cross. Some of  the 8th graders put on a pantomime perform-
ance to the song Still His Little Child by Ray Boltz. 


