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Venango Catholic remains open
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Supreme Court 
sends religious 
liberty case to 
lower courts

 Over the past 12 years, North-
west Savings Bank has contrib-
uted $1.3 million for scholarship 
assistance to children attending 
Catholic schools in the 13 coun-
ties of  the Diocese of  Erie.
 In April, Northwest’s Erie Re-
gional President James E. Mar-
tin presented Bishop Lawrence 
Persico and Father Nicholas 
Rouch, vicar for Education, with 
its latest donation of  $239,944. 
That alone will provide needed 
scholarship money to 400 chil-
dren attending diocesan schools.
 “Northwest has been a great 
partner,” said Chuck Banducci, 
director of  School Financial Ser-
vices for the diocese.
 Northwest Savings Bank 
has contributed to the diocese’s 
STAR Foundation with funds 
from Pennsylvania’s Education-
al Improvement Tax Credit Pro-

Northwest Savings Bank tops $1 million 

in gifts to Catholic education

Bishop Lawrence Persico, far left, accepts the latest contribution from Northwest 
Savings Bank Regional President James E. Martin, center, for scholarships to chil-
dren attending schools in the Diocese of Erie. Also pictured is Father Nicholas 
Rouch, vicar for Education.

gram. Northwest is among some 
100 companies, banks and other 
institutions that have committed 
more than $2 million in EITC 
money for the 2016-17 school 
year.
 “We have a huge commitment 
to Catholic education in the 13 
counties of  the diocese,” Martin 
said. “This one check today helps 
400 students. That’s a great num-
ber, especially with everything 
going on in the world today and 
in the economy. The pressures 
these children are under to get 
into good schools is big.” 
 Martin credited other North-
west offi cials in their ongoing 
commitment to Catholic edu-
cation: Julie Marasco, regional 
president in Bradford and War-
ren; William Harvey, CFO; and 
William Wagner, president and 
CEO.

Community 
‘stepped up 
to the plate’

File photo

Venango Catholic High School in Oil City

Venango Catholic High School seniors Ian Hidinger, Josie Gabler, Destinee Sheffer, Sarah Groner and Daniel 
Baumcratz do a lot of tweeting upon hearing the news their school would remain open.

FAITHLIFE staff report

 Faculty, students and the Oil City 
community had prayed that Venango 
Catholic High School would be al-
lowed to stay open despite persistent 
diffi culties with enrollment and fi nanc-
es.
 After nearly two months of  around-
the-clock organizing and fundraising, 
their prayers were answered.
 On May 4, Bishop Lawrence Per-
sico announced that VCHS would 
remain in operation for the 2016-17 
school year, and perhaps beyond if  it 
strengthens its enrollment, fi nances 
and planning.
 “It’s been exhausting and exhilirat-
ing,” longtime English teacher Cindy 
Eckert said. “I’m so thankful for the 
bishop’s openness. I’m thankful he 
gave us the chance.”
 Several students who attended an 
open meeting with the bishop im-
mediately began tweeting messages: 
“We are VC, one family together,” and 
“Crying because my school is staying 
open.”
 Destinee Sheffer, a senior, said 
keeping the school open is meaningful 
to alumni, too.
 “I’m absolutely ecstatic. Even 
though we’re seniors, we’re ready to 
come back next year and be part of  the 
alumni squad.”
 Since fi rst hearing in February that 
the 54-year-old school would close at 
the end of  this academic year, faculty, 
students, alumni, parents and local 
residents got behind a major effort to 
convince the bishop to reverse his de-
cision. Called Save VCHS, the effort 
managed to stir emotions and secure 
pledges of  $323,000 for next year and 
more than $800,000 for the next fi ve 
years.
  That pledged money will start com-

ing in as soon as a pledge collec-
tion drive commences in the near 
future, according to Greg Merkel, 
a partner in the Seneca, Pa., law 
fi rm of  McFate and Merkel. So 
far, pledges have ranged from $20 

individual donations to a $66,000 
gift from an estate.
 “The whole community has 
gotten behind this. We’ve more 
than doubled our donors in two 
months,” Merkel said. “We’re 

fully funded for next year and I think 
we can meet all of  our marks.”
 Although enrollment continues to 
be a major concern—with only 54 
students projected for next year—the 
bishop recognizes the extensive work 
that went into rescuing the school. 
A viability plan presented to him on 
April 18 includes full-time advance-
ment and marketing/enrollment 
positions, as well as a computer tech-
nology expert/teacher and a campus 
ministry professional.
 Under the plan, Father T. Shane 
Mathew will remain as headmaster 
and an interim school board will be 
established.
 “The plan does not address ev-
ery concern we have,” Bishop Per-
sico said, “but the VCHS commu-
nity stepped up to the plate and 
made a tremendous effort. Enroll-
ment remains a challenge, but with 
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 WASHINGTON—The U.S. Supreme Court 
May 16 sent the Zubik v. Burwell case, which 
challenges the Affordable Care Act’s contra-
ceptive requirement for employers, back to the 
lower courts.
 The justices’ unanimous decision—explained 
in a nine-page order—was another step in the 
long court process undertaken by the dioceses 
of  Erie and Pittsburgh, along with fi ve other 
petitioners, in their fi ght over religious liberty.
 The latest decision by the high court was 
based on information that the federal govern-
ment and the plaintiffs’ attorneys submitted 
after oral arguments were heard in March. At 
issue is how and if  contraceptive insurance cov-
erage could be obtained by employees through 
their insurance companies without directly 
involving religious employers who object to this 
coverage.
 The court specifi ed that it is not expressing 
an opinion on the merits of  the cases that are 
challenging aspects of  the federal government’s 
health care legislation. Also, justices stated they 
are not ruling on the issue of  a potential viola-
tion of  religious freedom.
 Because of  the “gravity of  the dispute and 
the substantial clarifi cation and refi nement in 
the positions of  the parties,” the court stated 
that religious employers and the government 
should be “afforded an opportunity to arrive at 
an approach going forward that accommodates 
petitioners’ religious exercise while at the same 
time ensuring that women covered by petition-
ers’ health plans receive full and equal health 
coverage, including contraceptive coverage.”
 Erie Bishop Lawrence Persico says he is 
“optimistic” about preserving religious liberty 
as Zubik v. Burwell takes yet another detour in 
the court system.
 “We’ll wait until our attorneys review the 
order and see what steps we now have to take,” 
Bishop Persico said. “What especially pleases 
me is the fact that the Supreme Court stated in 
their order that the government may not impose 
taxes or penalties on petitioners for refusing to 
agree with the government in this matter.” 
 Attorney Lee DeJulius of  Jones Day, the 
Pittsburgh-based fi rm representing Erie and 
other plaintiffs, said he is happy with the court’s 
recent ruling.
 “The court recognized that the government 
admitted it was feasible to protect the diocese’s 
religious views and required the government to 
work with us to provide an accommodation that 
does so,” DeJulius said. “In the meantime, the 
court made clear that the Erie Diocese remains 
free from the punishing fi nes and penalties that 
are mandated by the Affordable Care Act.”
 This is not the fi rst time that justices have 
sent a case back to the lower courts in light of  
new developments. Their opinion on May 16 
stressed that remanding the case to lower courts 
should not affect the government from making 
sure women covered by petitioners’ health plans 
obtain FDA-approved contraceptives.
 Oral arguments for Zubik v. Burwell were 
heard March 23 and the court asked for 
additional information March 29. Besides 
the dioceses of  Erie and Pittsburgh and the 
Archdiocese of  Washington, other petitioners 
include the Little Sisters of  the Poor, Priests for 
Life, Southern Nazarene University and Texas 
Baptist University.
 These groups argue that providing contracep-
tive coverage, even indirectly through a third 
party, violates their religious beliefs.

Diocese of  Erie 
responds to new twist
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 ERIE—Congratulations to the top three fi nishers in this 
year’s Diocesan Spelling Bee at St. Mark Catholic Center. Six-
teen fourth- through sixth-graders who had won their school-
level spelling bees participated in the championship bee on May 
4. Pictured, from left, are: third-place fi nisher, Brady Meyer of 

W-i-n-n-i-n-g spellers

Photos by Anne-Marie Welsh and  Mary Solberg

St. James School in Wesleyville; fi rst-place champion, Katie 
Harakal of Our Lady’s Christian School, Erie; and runner-
up, Hannah Figurski of St. Luke School, Erie. In the photo 
at right, Katie Harakal celebrates her win, enjoying a special 
moment with dad, Sam Harakal.

Vatican explains pope’s 
  statement on women deacons
 VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Pope Francis on May 12 met 
members of  the International Union of  Superiors General, 
the leadership group for superiors of  women’s orders, and 
accepted a proposal that he establish a commission to study 
the role of  New Testament deaconesses and the possibility 
of  women serving as deacons today.
 After some news outlets reported the pope was con-
sidering ordaining women deacons, and after comments 
surfaced about women deacons leading to women priests, 
Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi issued a clarifi cation.
 Pope Francis told the sisters that he thought it would be 
a good idea to form a commission “to take up this question 
again in order to view it with greater clarity,” Father Lom-
bardi said. “But one must be honest: The pope did not say 
he intends to introduce a diaconal ordination for women 
and even less did he speak of  the priestly ordination of  
women.”

Iowa priest to donate kidney to   
  longtime friend, brother
 BALLTOWN, Iowa (CNS)—Christian Brother Ste-
phen William Markham and Father Scott Bullock already 

shared a strong spiri-
tual bond as two men 
who have dedicated 
their lives to serving 
Christ as a conse-
crated religious and a 
priest.
 Very soon, they 
also will be connect-
ed by blood.
 On June 16, Broth-
er Markham is sched-
uled to receive a kid-
ney from his friend 
through transplant 

CNS photo 

Christian Brother Stephen Wil-
liam Markham, left, is sched-
uled to receive a kidney from his 
friend, Father Scott Bullock. 

surgery at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minn. Since 
March 2015, Brother Markham, 72, a native of  Rickards-
ville, Iowa, has been dependent on dialysis to survive. A 
fl are-up of  chronic glomerulonephritis, a kidney disease 
he has had since age 14, caused his organs to fail. The 
surgery is expected to end treatments.
 Father Bullock and Brother Markham became friends 
when they served from 1999 to 2002 at parishes in nearby 
towns southeast of  Dubuque. Father Bullock, the current 
pastor at St. Edward Parish in Waterloo, said he is not 
nervous about the surgery. 

Pope: Health care is a human  
  right, not a privilege
 VATICAN CITY (CNS)—The Catholic Church is not 
a fancy medical clinic for the rich, but a “fi eld hospital” 
that—often literally—provides the only medical care 
some people will ever receive, Pope Francis said.
 “Health is not a consumer good but a universal right, so 
access to health services cannot be a privilege,” the pope 
said May 7 dur-
ing a meeting 
with members, 
volunteers and 
supporters of  
Doctors with 
Africa, a medi-
cal mission be-
gun by the Dio-
cese of  Padua, 
Italy, 65 years 
ago.
 Doctors 
with Africa in-
cludes  dozens 
of  young doc-
tors who vol-
unteer their services in Uganda, Tanzania, Mozambique, 
Ethiopia, Angola, South Sudan and Sierra Leone. 

 SILVER SPRING, Md.—School 
children from Our Lady of Vietnam 
Church in Silver Spring, Md., 
perform a liturgical dance for the 
call to prayer on May 7 during the 
14th annual Asian and Pacifi c Island 
Catholics Marian Pilgrimage at 
the Basilica of the National Shrine 
of the Immaculate Conception in 
Washington, D.C.

The universal 
church in motion

CNS photo 
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Pope Francis blesses a child as he 
arrives to lead a special audience with 
members of Doctors with Africa at 
the Vatican May 7. 

Students at Holy Rosary, Johnsonburg, helped 
the local Mats for the Homeless Ministry. 
Seated, from left, are: Jocelyn Cherry, Gianna 
Zimmerman, Tessa McCabe, Mya Allegretto, 
Josselyn Lowe, Jada Fitch and Kaya Mellquist.  
Shauna Miller and Carol Black, from Mats 
for the Homeless, stand with students Hunter 
Newman, Gavin Lehman, Parker Calla, Gino 
Casilio, Jude Schreiber and Aidan Galsick.  

Contributed photos 

Fifth-grader Ryan Fiscus helps run a drink stand 
at Our Lady of the Lake Church, Edinboro, with 
his mom, Saundra, and teacher Pat Mayton.

Photo by Anne-Marie Welsh

WICU-TV’s Jamison Hixenbaugh inter-
views Bishop Lawrence Persico after the 
announcement to keep VCHS open.

 There are many stories of  mercy and 
caring going on in the religious education 
programs of  the Diocese of  Erie.
 Here are just a couple:
• Second-grade religious education stu-

dents at Holy Rosary Parish in John-
sonburg put together materials for por-
table mats for the homeless.

• The fi fth-grade religious education 

the signifi cant success in fundraising, 
it’s important to give the community 
an opportunity to put the proposal to 
work.”
 Father Mathew urged everyone in-
volved in the effort to maintain “a sense 
of  urgency.”
 “I believe our good work will not 
only prove the liveliness of  our faith, 
but also transform the possible into the 
real,” he added.
 The future of  the school depends 
largely on whether or not it can meet 
or exceed its target goals. For now, 
Merkel and Amanda Slider, the wife 
of  a VCHS faculty member who pro-
vided marketing and fi nancial planning 
expertise throughout the effort, believe 
that anything is possible, especially 
with the help of  committed parents.
 Merkel and Slider, both parents of  
young children, are expected to serve 
on the newly formed school board. Ad-
ditional members are being considered 
for the board, which will be appointed 
by the bishop in consultation with Fa-
ther Mathew and the Catholic Schools 
Offi ce. On May 22, Venango Catholic 
will host an open house from 2 to 5 
p.m. The pledge collection drive is ex-

pected to begin soon thereafter.
 Slider, who has an MBA and is a cer-
tifi ed economic development fi nance 
professional, believes the effort to keep 
VCHS open was a lesson learned.
 “At least I hope what we’ve all learned 
is that a combination of  faith and hard 
work is what it’s all about,” she said. 

class at Our Lady of  the Lake Parish in 
Edinboro sold lemonade, coffee and hot 
chocolate to raise money for people who 

don’t have safe drinking water in 
Flint, Mich.
 For the kids at Holy Rosary, their 
effort at outreach began with a les-
son on The Good Samaritan, taught 
by their religious education instruc-
tors Melinda Lewis and Crystal 
Galsick.
 “The kids were very excited to 
be a part of  something bigger than 
themselves,” Lewis says. “Kids 
learn and care by doing. This was a 
way to give them ownership and a 
sense of  responsibility for those less 
fortunate than they are.”
 The Johnsonburg class helped 
to fold plastic shopping bags and 
cut them into loops that are used 
to make waterproof, bug-resistant 
sleeping mats distributed by the lo-
cal Mats for the Homeless Minis-
try.  
 At Our Lady of  the Lake, stu-
dents set up a drink stand at Masses 
one weekend in April. Their teach-
er, Pat Mayton, had just been talk-
ing to them about the corporal and 
spiritual works of  mercy.
 “The kids said, ‘We should do 
something,’” Mayton explains. 
 They raised $416 selling drinks. 
The parish religious education of-
fi ce pitched in more funds to make 
an even $500. All the money was 
forwarded to the American Red 
Cross in their work with the people 
of  Flint.

Mary Solberg is editor of  FaithLife.
Email: msolberg@ErieRCD.org
Call 814-824-1171
Twitter: @ERIERCDsolberg

Mercy at work 

in the diocese
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Your Perfect Cook Forest Getaway

www.cherryruncabins.com

Cherry Run Cabins

814-752-6481
Luxury Cabins • Year-Round Rental

For pastoral outreach and assistance for those 
abused by clergy or other church personnel, call

Doctor Robert Nelsen
Victim Assistance Coordinator
for the Diocese of Erie
814.451.1521 (This is a dedicated 
number for victim assistance.)

For more information, visit www.ErieRCD.org
click on For the Protection of Children

‘Grease’ to be performed at Prep
 ERIE—The musical “Grease” is being performed this 
month at the H. David Bowes Auditorium at Cathedral Prep 
in Erie. The last performance will be held May 22 at 2 p.m. 
Tickets are $7 per person; $5 for students and seniors. This is 
the fi nal show of  the school year.

Made2Worship to begin fi rst Wednesdays
 ERIE—Made2Worship is sponsoring monthly Wednesday 
evenings of  story, song and Eucharistic Adoration by candle-
light, beginning June 1 at 7 p.m. at St. George Church, 5145 
Peach St., Erie. Confessions begin at 6:30 p.m. Individuals, 
young people and families are welcome. Fellowship follows 
each event. A prayer team also is available to minister to those 
with specifi c prayer requests. Music is provided by Daniel 
Cabanillas and the M2W Band.
 For more information, visit the new Made2Worship website 
at www.made2worshiperie.com. All 2016 Made2Worship 
evenings are: June 1, July 6, Aug. 3, Sept. 7, Oct. 5 and Nov. 2.

Looking to buy some plants?
 ERIE—St. Andrew Parish will 
hold a plant sale May 22 from 
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Refl ec-
tion Garden behind the parish 
center, 1116 W. 7th St., Erie. A 
variety of  transplanted plants 
from parishioners’ gardens will 
be available for a free will offer-
ing. Flats will be available and 
there will be potted plants and 
miscellaneous gardening items 
for sale from Potratz Garden 
Center in Erie. Coffee, juice and 
coffee cake will be served. For 
more information, call 814-454-2486.

Corpus Christi procession scheduled
 ERIE—The annual Corpus Christi procession at St. Stan-
islaus Parish will be held May 29 beginning at 3:30 p.m. at the 
church, 516 E. 13th St., Erie. The procession will conclude 
with a prayer service. Father Matt Kujawinski will be the cel-
ebrant and Father Stanley Swacha will be the guest homilist. 
Priests, deacons and deacons’ wives are invited to attend the 
dinner afterward. Those attending the dinner must RSVP by 
calling the rectory at 814-452-6606 no later than May 23.

Concert held to rededicate historic organ
 FARRELL—Our Lady of  Fatima-St. Ann Church, 601 
Roemer Blvd., Farrell, is hosting a concert June 26 at 2 p.m. 
in the church to rededicate its historic 1909 Tellers pipe organ. 
The organ was restored by master organ builder Vic Marsilio 
of  Victor Organ Company of  Austintown, Ohio. The concert 
is free and open to the public.   

Holy Rosary sponsors golf scramble
 ERIE—Put a team together and get your reservations in for 
the 7th annual Holy Rosary four-person golf  scramble June 29 
at Venango Valley Golf  Course in Venango, Pa.
 Entry fee is $80 per person and includes golf, skins game, 
skill prizes, air fare for a hole-in-one, lunch, steak dinner, gift 
auction baskets and more. Reservation deadline is June 13. 
Sponsorships are available for $50 to $200. For reservations 
and questions, call Ken Kendziora at 814-825-7375. Checks 
may be made payable to Holy Rosary Church, 2701 East Ave., 
Erie, PA 16504.

Festival planned this June at St. Boniface
 ERIE—St. Boniface Parish is hosting its Old-Fashioned 
Country Festival June 26 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Cole-
man Center, 9363 Wattsburg Road, Erie. There will be a 
chicken dinner, outdoor games, bluegrass music, a bake sale, 
gift auction and pony rides.
 The dinner costs $9 per adult, $5 per child and $22 per fam-
ily (two adults and two children). Festival-goers have a chance 
to win many prizes and cash awards. Proceeds benefi t St. 
Boniface School and Kuhl Hose Company. 

PEDAL 
METTLE
Inner-city
youth work
for their 
bicycles Several kids from inner-city Erie enjoy getting their newly repaired bikes from the Sisters 

of St. Joseph Neighborhood Network. Abdi Aden, center, and Yusef Ahbidi, far right, are 
natives from Somalia who benefi t from the Pedal Mettle program.

Trevon Bibbs, 11, takes ownership of his new bike.Zyriah Lindsey, 12, maneuvers 
through a safety course.

Eric Brozell, a founder and board member of Bike Erie, en-
joys the interaction with kids as they earn their new bikes.
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 Heather Garczynski of  Erie still gets the jit-
ters when she recalls that day a year ago when 
18-year-old Jacob Pushinsky was murdered 
over a bicycle.
 As a mom living in the violent inner-city, 
she’s afraid of  what owning a bike might mean 
for her own children. A year ago this July, 
Pushinsky was shot to death in the 200 block 
of  E. 8th Street when he wouldn’t give up his 
bicycle to another teenager wielding a gun. Yet 
Garczynski knows that her 11-year-old son 
Trevon Bibbs, like so many other boys, consid-
ers a speed bike a prized possession.
 “There has 
been some anxi-
ety for me be-
cause I know he 
[Trevon] wants 
to be indepen-
dent,” Garcyn-
ski says. “We live 
in a really bad 
area. I told him 
to just give the 
bike up if  some-
one comes up to 
you and wants to 
steal it.”
 Despite her 
r e s e r v a t i o n s , 
Garczynski was delighted May 3 when Trevon 
attended a bike safety class offered by the Sis-
ters of  St. Joseph Neighborhood Network (SS-
JNN) at the former St. John the Baptist School 
in Erie, only about 12 blocks from the Pushin-
sky murder scene. Trevon, a sixth-grader who 
attends an online charter school, worked for 
fi ve weeks this spring to earn a Roadmaster 
bicycle through the SSJNN’s bicycle coopera-
tive, called Pedal Mettle. 
 The SSJNN collaborates with Bike Erie, 
a local non-profi t that encourages individu-
als, businesses and government agencies to 
become a more bicycle friendly community. 
Volunteers with Bike Erie work directly with 
youth, ages 11 to 17, teaching them the basics 
of  bicycle care, safety and repair. 
 If  a young person in the neighborhood at-
tends all fi ve workshop sessions at the St. John 
site, he or she gets to keep the bike of  their 
choice. At the program, Trevon learned proper 
riding signals, how to fi x tires and brakes, and 
how to replace inner tubes. The fi nal class in-
cluded about 10 students, most of  them immi-

grants from Somalia, who rode 
through an obstacle course at a 
nearby parking lot.
 “It was pretty fun,” Trevon 
said. “Now I can get places fast-
er. I can ride with my friends. I 
can exercise.”
 Young Abdi Aden, a native 
of  Somalia, has been living in 
Erie the past four years. His 
newly repaired Diamondback 
bike is a real gift.
 “I’m excited to get it,” Abdi 
says. 
 For Margarita Dangel, site 
director of  SSJNN at St. John, 
exercise is only one of  the many 
benefi ts of  the program. Youth 
learn about tools and problem-
solving.
 Eric Brozell, a founder and 
board member of  Bike Erie, offers his exper-
tise in bike repair and already has inspired 
young Trevon to consider having his own bike 
repair business someday.
 “I’d like to think I give them a feeling of  ac-
complishment,” Brozell says. “I’ve had young 
kids I’ve worked with who look very rough 
and immigrants who went through who knows 
what. When you hand them tools, then you 
hand them information on how to do some-
thing. You see something click in their heads 
and their whole look changes. It’s a wondrous 
thing.”
 While the program helps kids at-risk in the 
inner-city, it still faces some challenges. More 
volunteers are needed, of  course, but safety is 
upmost on everyone’s minds.

“You see 
something click 
in their heads 
and their whole 
look changes. 
It’s a wondrous 
thing.”
        — Eric Brozell

 “I think we have a long way to go to make 
biking safe in Erie,” Dangel said. “There are 
still drivers who don’t respect bike riders on the 
street. The other thing is to make young bikers 
comfortable enough to ride on the street and 
not on the sidewalks.”
 Since starting Pedal Mettle about 18 months 
ago, 40 repaired bicycles have been given to 
youth and even some adults, upon request. In 
the future, organizers would like to take par-
ticipants on long-distance rides, perhaps to the 
Erie Zoo or Presque Isle State Park.
 Despite the possible safety risks, Garczynski 
is proud of  her son and the others for earning 
their own bicycles. In the process, they learned 
valuable lifelong tools.
 “This program saves them,” she says.  
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380  Millcreek Plaza, Erie, Pa 16565

A Sweet Stop!A Sweet Stop!
www.pulakoschocolates.com 800.627.0926

PRESENT THIS AD IN-STORE TO RECEIVE 10% OFF

St. Boniface celebrates blessings of the earth

 ERIE—St. Boniface School students in Erie 
gathered recently to remember Earth Day. They 
worked with their teachers to plant several fl ats 
of  fl owers, compliments of  Stan’s Garden Cen-

 ERIE—Several students at Erie’s 
St. Luke School were recognized re-
cently for their artwork submitted to 
the Villa Maria Art Show in Erie. Stu-
dents worked in many mediums.
 The winners, pictured in the bot-
tom row, are: Chase Daugherty, a 
kindergartner who won fi rst place; 
and Isabella Yocum, a fi rst-grader 
who also won fi rst-place honors. Pic-
tured in the middle row, from left, 
are: Sarah Pelkowski, a fourth-grad-
er who took an honorable mention; 
and Elizabeth Golden, a third-grader 
who won second place. In the top 
row, from left, are: Maggie Zimmer, a 
sixth-grader who captured fi rst place; 
Jordyn Miklinski, an eighth-grader 
who won an honorable mention; and 
their art teacher, Gretchen Petrarca.
 Two other winners absent from 
the photo were sixth-grader Lauren 
Baloga, who took fi rst; and fourth-
grader Caylen Spano, who won sec-
ond. 

Bishop Persico accepts donation to Bishop’s Breakfast Program
 ERIE—Our Lady’s Chris-
tian School in Erie recently 
sponsored a dress-down day 
to raise $400 for the Bishop’s 
Breakfast Program. Three stu-
dent council representatives 
worked at the breakfast and 
made the check presentation to 
Bishop Lawrence Persico and 
the leadership of  St. Martin 
Center, Erie.
 Pictured, from left, are:  
eighth-grader Abigail Stuben-
bort; David Gonzalez, ex-
ecutive director of  St. Martin 
Center; sixth-grader Charlie 
Rutkowski; Bishop Persico; 
and eighth-grader Stella Przy-
bylinski.

Galeton students confi rmed

 Photo by Andy Lychalk Jr.

 GALETON—Three students from St. Bibiana Parish, Galeton, 
received the sacrament of  confi rmation May 1 at St. Peter Church in 
nearby Wellsboro, Pa.
 Pictured, from left, are: Father Joseph Dougherty, pastor of  St. Bibi-
ana; students Andrew Macensky, Hunter Post and Brandon Ruef; and
Lee Irish, instructor. 

Students win art awards 

Faculty members serve as godparents to Mercyhurst Prep students

ter in Erie. Father Marc Stockton, pastor of  St. 
Boniface, led the children in a special blessing 
ceremony.

 ERIE—Five members of  the Mercyhurst Preparatory School com-
munity received baptism, fi rst Holy Communion and confi rmation at 
St. Luke Church in Erie last month. Three of  the fi ve sets of  godpar-
ents were Mercyhurst Prep faculty. Pictured, from left, are: sponsor 
Illion Nolan with freshman Savanna Nolan, and her second sponsor, 
Billie Jo Keller; sponsor Judy Johns, theology teacher, with senior 
Thomas Picotte; sponsor Nancy Zimmerman, coordinator of  the 

International Baccalaureate CAS coordinator/community service co-
ordinator, with alumnus Christopher Picotte (Class of  2014); spon-
sors Manuel Miranda and Virginia Lopez with sophomore Elaida 
Martinez; and freshman Ketara Hinman with sponsor Anne Osborn, 
theology teacher. Father Steve Schreiber, chaplain, is pictured in the 
center, back.


