
  Curriculum 

Type:     

Great Expectations 

Partnering with Parents 

in teaching Religion 

Description:        

Coaching Parents:  A range of resources designed to help 

parish staff and catechists coach parents to take a key role 

in the formation of their children.  

Whole Family Catechesis:  Parish Sessions where 

households sit together and the parents work directly with 

their own children.  

Topical Materials for parents to use at home. 

This process can be supplemented by a basil textbook 

containing family/parent resources. 

 

Best Suited For: 

 

The Whole Family Catechesis process is generally a non-

grade specific process designed for families to do together. 

This makes it a suitable choice for small parish programs. 

An additional consideration arises because the themes are 

derived from a single outside source. Every family in the 

parish is studying the same theme at the same time which 

makes intergenerational activities easy to plan. 

Considerations: 

 

A family based curriculum provides the opportunity for year 

round faith formation.  Whole Family Catechesis sessions 

can be planned during the summer to keep the families 

connected to the parish all year long.  

Catechists will need to be trained to assist parents without 

teaching the lesson for them. 



Curriculum Type Whole Family Catechesis 

Program Name Great Expectations 

Publisher Twenty-Third Publications 

Contact Information 1-800-543-4383            

www.pastoralplanning.com 

Program Overview 

Textbooks  Family Centered 

Student Pamphlets Growing Faith booklets 

Family Guide Yes  

Catechist Resource Book Whole Family Catechesis Session Outlines 

Activity Page Supplements Part of Whole Family Catechesis Session 

Length of Student Sessions 60 to 90 minutes 

Program Materials and Costs 

Program Age Cost Available 

Whole Family 

Catechesis Session 

Outlines 

Family works together  Reproducible outlines 

and Whole Family 

Catechesis Events  

Growing Faith 

booklets (optional) 

Family centered $4.24—

pastoralplanning.com 

website 

Topical booklets for 

families, either at home 

or at parish Event 

Features: Considerations: 

Outlines and worksheet are reproducible and 

ready to use.  All handouts, prayers and other 

elements are provided. 

Optional topical booklets are available 

Growing Up Catholic , a Sacrament Preparation resource 

for Reconciliation and Eucharist, follows the same process 

of coaching parents to form their children. 

These materials currently have no resources for children 

above the sixth grade. 


