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Spotlight on Religious Education

Diocese. Cindy Groszkeiwicz organized the receiving of the cross and the Liturgy
Committee donated the money to purchase the cross. The sixth grade students brain
stormed and designed the cross themselves with the help of their catechist, Mary Sol-
berg and her brother, artist, Chuck Benson. The cross still stands out front of our
Church, next to the OLOL sign.

A trip to Blessed Sacrament was the highlight of the 7&8th grade year.
Blessed Sacrament celebrates a charismatic youth Mass every Sunday evening. The
students enjoyed the liturgy and an entire music ministry made up of youth. Our stu-
dents came home with some ideas for making their own liturgy special. This past Feb-
ruary, the students organized a youth Mass here at OLOL. They did an awesome job
with planning the liturgy and performing their ministries.

Grades 9 & 10 Weekly

There is a new program for this grade level. The students are in class three
times a month and have a service project on the remaining week. October started
with the students contacting parishioners who expressed needing help and made ar-
rangements to perform tasks ranging from yard work to moving boxes. During the
following months the youth participated in the 30 hour famine, hosted by St. Law-
rence in Albion, penned letters to the troops, and helped at a Fish Fry, the Seder
Meal, and the Toyfest, put on by Thrifty Threads. The students also viewed the
movie, “"Crash”, which dealt with racial and moral/social justice. With the help of Car-
rie Winslow and members of the Newman Center, the students discussed the movie
and its importance. Their biggest accomplishment was the ‘Teaching Mass’ back in
November. For three weeks Fr. John spent class time with the students instructing
them on the parts of the Mass. The students then described the meanings of the dif-
ferent parts during the liturgy. It was definitely a highlight of the year.

Family Program

Some of the children of the family Program spent class time over at the
church learning the Stations of the Cross, and learning about the Church itself. Cate-
chist Jillian Shinsky and her 5/6 grade class made models of the church depicting the
different seasons of the Liturgical year.

The Family Program students and their families worked together this past year
on three service projects. Along with regular class time, these students (grades pre-k
-10), did set up and clean up duties for the Parish Thanksgiving Dinner. At Christmas
time, the families work together to make blankets, lamps and Christmas table pop-
pers, to be given to Safe Horizons, for women in need. In the spring, the families had
a clean-up day. Thrifty Threads and some of the parish grounds were given a much
needed and appreciated sprucing-up!
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Spotlight on Religious Education

Religious Education 2008-09

It has been a very busy and faith filled year! During the year every grade
level has explored their faith through scripture, service, class work, community and
worship.

Grades K-4 weekl '

The younger children in grades K-4, that meet on Wednesday afternoons,
learned the meaning of service when they raised money for Heifer International.
(Heifer International is an organization that accepts donations and then supplies
farm animals to communities and families in need. Training and continued help also
comes along with the delivery of the animals.) Each child earned money at home by
doing chores or helping others. They brought their earnings in and donated their
monies to their class. At the end of Lent, the class with the most money was able to
choose which animals to donate. This year grade four won! Catechist Aimee Yeager
and her class picked one Water Buffalo, one Pig and one hive of Honey Bees to do-
nate. A total of $400.00 was raised for Heifer International. To celebrate a job well
done, a pizza party was thrown by the catechists.

Also, a part of the time spent here, the children took part in a Halloween
party, where catechists explained the Christian role we play in such a secular event.
The Feast of St. Nick was a big hit. As the children gathered to listen to a story of
the life of St. Nick, he came to visit and, by an old German tradition, he put goodies
in the children’s shoes! Along with Christmas and Easter celebrations, the students
took part in the Holy triduum in their own way. Catechists, Cindy Dillen and Laurie
Pfeiffer washed the children's feet as they gave a lesson on why Jesus washed the
feet of His apostles.

Grades 5-8 weekl

- Grade five kept busy with lessons on the Saints, scripture stories including
the Conversion of St. Paul, Creation and the Last Supper. Crafts and art work covers
their classroom!

Grade six made a special trip to First Harvest Food Bank. The children re-
ceived a tour of the facility then were put to work!

Before Lent began, the Church was made aware of a Villa Maria Academy
senior, Jillian Dunn, and her ‘Journey to the Cross’ project. Similar to the ‘Leap frog’
project of Erie, the crosses were bought by each parish for a donation of $100. Jillian
provided the crosses and donated the monies to the youth ministry efforts in the Erie
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, The Confirmation class read the book, “Joshua”, by Joseph R. Grizone. They used this along with
regular class themes to explore their spirituality and readiness for the sacrament of Confirmation. Each stu-
dent commits to at least one church ministry and 6-8hrs of community service. A fish fry and the Seder
meal is also on the students list of service. The candidates also made a road trip to New York to visit Our
Lady of Victory Basillica, in Lackawanna, and the Fatima Shrine, in Lewiston, with a short side trip to Niag-
ara Falls. Over the Palm Sunday weekend, the confirmande spent two days at the Villa Maria Education &
Spirituality Center in Villa Maria, PA, for their Confirmation retreat. The time was well spent in prayer, com-
munity building, and celebrating the Liturgy.

Sacraments

The sacrament of First reconciliation was done in a new way this past year. On Friday, March 20, our
second graders celebrated their first reconciliation. But first, they enjoyed dinner at the K of C fish fry in our
social hall, went over to Church and performed the Stations of the Cross at our regular Stations at 7pm,
then the children stayed to attended a Penance Service and receive the sacrament. It was a wonderful cele-
bration of our faith community.

First Eucharist was held on Sunday, May 3. It was a beautiful Mass, and the first time in over 13
years that there was one collective Mass for communicants. A retreat for the First Communicants was held
in late April. Fr. John had wine and appetizers with the parents while the children had practice and a lesson
from Mimi Weiss in the church. After practice parents and children enjoyed a pot luck dinner.

Confirmation was celebrated by Bishop Trautman on May 18. St. Anthony, in Cambridge Springs,
and St. Lawrence in Albion, were our guests for the Mass. St. Lawrence provided over 220 dozen cookies for
the reception, and St. Anthony provided the floral arrangements in the sanctuary.

Sister Parish

With the help of Gina Pilewski and Brian Winslow, from the Sister Parish Committee, all grade levels
participated in making ribbon bracelets that were distributed to the children in Religious Education at our
sister parish in Mexico. In return, our sister parish students sent ribbons back to our children.

This is just a small sampling of the events, activities and worship experiences the students of OLOL
religious ed have participated in the past year. I would like to personally thank all of the catechists who
spend every week, and hours preparing, to bring the word of God to our children. There are also staff mem-
bers, Carrie Winslow, Cynthia Kuhn, Annette Mackay, Alan Brightman, Barb Schmitt and especially, Barb
Westerman, who without their help and support, my job would be much, much harder...Thank you. Fr.
John, has been, without a doubt, a true blessing to this program.

And to the parents, these programs are possible because of you!

Many Blessings,

Bunnie Shinsky, cre
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