
Diocese of Erie Civics and Government Curriculum - Grade 5 August 2015

Mastery Level (ML) Codes: 1=Standard should be taught in depth; 2=Students need a basic foundation; 3=If time permits

ML Expectation Explanation Pacing Assessment Resources

1
1. Cite examples of differences in property rights and 

individual rights across civilizations.

1
2. Compare the purposes of government across countries 

and civilizations.

2 3. Explain the ideal of justice. Give synonyms and examples.

1
4. Name government documents of historical value from 

other countries and civilizations.

1
5. Compare and contrast individual rights in several 

countries or regions.

1
6. Know a variety of cultural symbols from other countries 

and civilizations. 

1 7. Explain the value of symbols.

2
8. Give examples of the universality of some rules across 

cultures and time periods.

universality = consistency

1
1. Describe a conflict that occurred in another civilization 

and how it was resolved.  

1
2. Select a prominent leader from another country and 

describe his/her contributions. 

2
3. Compare the role of a citizen from another country to a 

U.S. citizen.

rights/ responsibilities; ability to 

vote; protest

1
4. Explain that faithful citizens have a duty to speak out in 

solidarity with those in need.

We must give voice to those who 

have no power.

2 1. Compare the three branches of the U.S.  Government. 

1 2. Compare the process of making laws across civilizations.

2
3. List government services at the national level that are 

common between countries. 

1 4. Describe the primary duties of nationally elected 

officials. 

govern, serve, protect

5.5.1 Principles and Documents of Government

5.5.2 Rights and Responsibilities of Citizenship

5.5.3 How Government Works
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2
5. Identify the requirements to vote in different countries 

and compare.

2

6. Between two different countries compare the methods 

that are used to determine the consequences for breaking 

a law.

2
7. Describe how groups try to influence others. through religious beliefs, 

propaganda, intimidation

3
8. Describe what forms of mass media other countries / 

civilizations use(d).

mass media = communication to a 

large population

1
9. Compare how countries pay for government services 

and/or how they collect taxes from citizens.

1
1. Provide multiple perspectives on a conflict between 

countries.

3

2. Describe the difference between "nation" and "country." Country is a political state; nation 

is a group of people with a similar 

culture.

1
3. Explain that people are to be valued for who they are 

not for what they possess.

5.5.4 How International Relationships Function 
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